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PREFACE. 


The  object  of  this  book  is  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  some  of  the  social  evils  that  beset  ns ; 
more  partienlarly  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  criminal  jnstice.  So  long  a  time  has  intervened 
since  the  thought  occurred)  and  so  many  intermptionB 
have  delayed  the  progress  of  the  work,  that  it  is  felt 
the  snbject  has  been  very  imperfectly  treated ;  but  it  ia 
hoped  diat  enough  has  been  done  to  cause  a  few  to  re- 
flect on  a  matter  of  vital  importance ;  one  that  to  them 
may  possess  the  interest  of  novelty. 

A  strange  indifference  exists  as  to  the  composition  of 
the  juries.  In  our  view,  the  institution  itself,  so  admi- 
rable in  a  monarchy,  is  totally  nnsnited  to  a  democracy. 
The  very  principle  that  renders  it  so  safe  where  there  is 
a  great  central  power  to  resist,  renders  it  unsafe  in  a 
state  of  society  in  which  few  have  sufficient  resolution 
to  attempt  even  to  resist  popular  impulses. 

A  hundred   instances  might  be  given  in  which  the 
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juries  of  this  country  are  an  evil ,'  one  or  two  of  "Aiiiicli 
we  will  point  out.  In  trials  between  railroad  compa- 
nies and  tboBe  who  dwell  along  their  lines,  prejudice  ie 
iiBuallj  80  strong  against  the  former,  that  justice  foi 
thoni  is  nearly  hopeless.  In  certain  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, the  juiiea  are  made  the  instruments  of  defeating 
the  claims  of  creditors  who  dwell  at  a  distance,  and  aro 
believed  to  have  interests  opposed  to  the  particular 
.  community  where  the  debtor  resides.  Ihia  is  a  most 
crying  evil,  and  has  been  the  source  of  many  and  griev- 
ous wrongs.  Whenever  there  is  a  motive  for  creating 
a  simulated  public  opiniou,  by  the  united  action  of  sev- 
eral journals,  justice  is  next  to  hopeless;  such  combina- 
tions rarely,  if  ever,  occurring  in  its  behalf.  In  cases 
that  are  connected  with  the  workings  of  political 
schemes,  and  not  unfrequently  in  those  in  which  polit- 
ical men  are  parties  to  the  suits,  it  is  often  found  that 
the  general  prejudices  or  partiahties  of  the  out-door  fac- 
tions enter  the  jury-box.  This  is  a  most  serious  evil 
too;  for,  even  when  the  fediug  does  not  produce  a 
direct  and  flagrant  wrong,  it  is  very  apt  so  far  to  tem- 
per the  right  as  to  deprive  it  of  much  of  its  virtue.  In 
a  countiy  lite  this,  in  which  party  penetrates  to  the 
via-y  bottom  of  society,  the  extent  of  this  evil  can  be 
known  only  to  those  who  are  brought  into  close  contact 
(vith  the  ordinary  workings  -of  the  institution. 

In  a  democracy,  proper  selections  in  the  material  that 
are  necessary  to  render  juries  safe,  become  nearly  im- 
possible. Then,  the  tendency  is  to  the  accumulation  of 
power  in  bodies  of  men;  and  in  a  state  of  society  lite 
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our  own,  the  juries  get  to  be  much  too  independent  of 
the  opinion  of  the  court.  It  is  precisely  in  that  condi- 
tion of  things  in  which  the  influence  and  authority  of 
the  judge  guide  the  juror,  and  the  investigation  and 
substantial  power  of  the  juror  react  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  court,  that  the  greatest  benefits  have  been  found 
to  accrue  from  this  institution.  The  rererse  of  this 
etate  of  things  will  be  very  likely  to  produce  the  great- 
est amount  of  evil. 

It  is  certain  that  the  juries  are  falling  into  disrepiite 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Tlio 
difficulty  is  to  find  a  substitute.  As  they  are  bodies 
holding  the  lives,  property  and  character  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community,  more  or  less,  in  their  power,  it  ie 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  masBes  will  surrender  this 
important  means  of  exercising  their  authority  volun- 
tarily, or  with  good  will.  Time  alone  can  bring  refonu 
through  the  extent  of  the  abuses. 

The  writer  has  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  any 
thing  contained  in  this  book  will  produce  a  very  Berioug 
impre^ion  on  the  popularity  of  the  jury.  Such  is  not 
itfl  design.  All  that  is  anticipated  is  to  cause  a  portion 
of  his  readers  to  reflect  on  the  subject;  persons  who 
probably  have  never  yet  given  it  a  moment  of  thought. 

There  is  a  tendency,  at  the  present  time,  to  court  ■ 
change  for  its  own  sake.  This  is  eiToneously  termed  a 
love  of  reform.  Something  very  like  a  revolution  is 
going  on  in  our  midst,  while  there  is  iTiuch  reason  to 
apprehend  that  few  real  grievances  are  abated ;  the 
spurious  too  exclusively  occupying  the  popular  mind, 
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to  render  easy  b  juat  distinction  between  tliem.  WLer 
an  American  prat^  about  arietocracy,  it  is  pretty  Bafe 
to  set  liim  down  as  knavifili  or  ignorant.  It  is  purely 
cant ;  and  the  declaimers  would  be  puzzled  to  point  to 
a  single  element  of  the  little  nnderstood  and  much  de- 
cried institution,  the  country  being  absolutely  without 
any,  unless  the  enjoyment  of  the  ordinary  rights  of 
property  can  be  so  considered.  But  the  demagogue 
must  have  his  war-cry  as  well  as  the  Indian ;  and  it  is 
probable  he  will  continue  to  whoop  as  long  as  the 
conntry  contains  minds  weak  enough  to  furnish  him 
with  dupes. 

OoOFBRSTonii,  Mdmii  11,  IREO. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Mar.  i/lj  lord  Aumerle,  ii  Hutj  Here&rd  anncd  t 
Aian.  Yea,  at  all  points;  and  ]angi  to  enter  in. 

King  Rie^rd  II. 

In  otic  respect,  there  is  a  visible  improTcmcnt  in  the  goodly 
town  of  UiuihattftD,  and  that  is  in  ita  architeatai«.  Of  itf 
growth,  there  has  ncTcr  been  any  question,  while  many  have 
disputed  ite  pretcosiou  to  improTement  A  vast  eEpansion  of 
mediocrity,  though  nscAil  and  imposing,  larelj  satisfies  eithei 
the  judgment  or  the  taste;  those  who  pOBsees  these  qualities, 
requiring  a  nearer  approach  to  what  is  excellent,  than  can  ever 
be  fotmd  beneath  the  term  just  mentioned. 

A  town  which  is  built  of  red  bricks,  that  are  faced  with  white 
marble,  the  whole  garnished  with  green  blinds,  can  never  have 
but  one  outward  sign— that  of  tawdty  vulgarity.  But  thia 
radical  defect  is  slowly  disappearing  from  the  streeta  of  Man- 
hattan;'and  those  who  build,  are  getting  to  understand  tbat 
architecture,  like  statuary,  will  not  admit  of  strong  contrasts  in 
eoIouiB.  Horace  Walpole  tells  us  of  a  certiun  old  Lord  Pent- 
broke,  who  blackened  the  eyes  of  the  gods  and  goddesses  in  tho 
celebrated  galleij  at  Wilton,  and  prided  himself  on  the  aehievo- 
ment,  as  if  he  had  been  another  Phidias.  There  have  been 
thousBnds  of  ttose  who  have  laboured  in  the  spirit  of  this  Eotl 
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of  Pembroke  ia  the  streets  of  all  the  American  towns;  but  Im 
veiling,  hints,  booka  and  example,  are  slowly  effecting  a  change ; 
and  whole  squares  may  now  be  seen  in  which  the  eye  rests  with 
satisfaction  on  blinds,  facings  and  bricks,  all  brought  to  the  iame 
pleasing,  sober,  architectural  tint  We  regard  this  as  the  first 
step,  in  advance,  that  has  been  made  in  the  right  (Erection,  so 
far  as  the  outward  aspect  of  the  towa  is  concerned,  and  look  for- 
ward, with  hope,  to  the  day  when  Manhattan  shall  have  banishod 
its  rag-fair  finery  altogether,  and  the  place  will  become  as  remark- 
able for  the  chaste  simplicity  of  Its  streels,  as  they  have  hitherto 
been  for  their  marked  want  of  taste. 

With  this  great  town,  mottled  as  it  Is,  in  people  as  well  as  in 
hues,  with  its  native  population  collected  from  all  parts  of  this 
vast  republic,  and  its  European  representatives  amounting  to 
scores  of  thousands,  we  shall  have  much  to  do  in  the  succeeding 
pages.  Our  researches,  however,  will  be  bestowed  more  on 
things  moral  than  on  things  phyaeal;  and  we  shall  endeavour 
to  cany  the  reader  with  us  through  scenes  that,  we  regret  to  say, 
ure  far  more  characteristic  than  novel. 

In  one  of  the  cross  streeta  that  communicate  with  Broadway, 
and  below  Canal,  stands  a  dwelling  that  is  obnoxious  to  all  the 
charges  of  bad  taste  to  which  tliere  has  already  been  allusion,  as 
well  as  to  certain  others  that  have  not  yet  been  named,  at  all. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  since,  or  within  the  first  twenty  years  of 
its  own  existence,  the  house  in  question  would  have  been  regarded 
as  decidedly  patrician,  though  it  is  now  lost  amid  the  thouGanda 
of  similar  abodes  that  have  arisen  mnce  its  own  construction. 
There  it  stands,  with  its  red  bricks  periodically  painted  redder; 
its  marble  facings,  making  a  livery  of  red  turned  up  with  white; 
its  green  blinds,  its  high  stoop,  its  half-buried  and  low  basement, 
and  all  its  neatness  and  comfort,  notwithstanding  its  flagrant 
iirohitectural  una.  Into  this  building  we  now  propose  to  enter, 
at  the  very  early  hour  of  eight  in  the  morning.         C  "nnolr 


The  ptincipal  floor  was  divided,  as  usual,  between  a  dining  and 
i  drsiwing-rooin,  witli  large  communicating  doors.  Tlds  was  the 
Btereotyped  construction  of  all  Manhattanese  dweilinga  of  anj- 
prctenaon,  a  quarter  of  a  ccatury  since;  and  that  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Dunscomb,  the  owner  and  occupant  of  the  house  in  question, 
had  been  built  in  rigid  conformity  with  the  fashion  of  ila  day. 
'Squire  Dunssomb,  as  this  gentleman  was  termed  in  all  the 
adjacent  country  counties,  where  he  was  well  known  as  a  reliable 
and  sound  legal  adnser;  Mr.  Thomas  Punscomb,  as  he  was 
styled  by  Toriona  single  ladies,  who  wondered  he  never  married; 
or  Tom  Dunscomb,  as  he  was  fiuniliarly  called  by  a  herd  of  un- 
yoked youths,  all  of  whom  were  turned  of  sixty,  was  a  capital 
fellow  in  each  of  bis  many  characters.  As  a  lawyer,  he  was  as 
near  the  top  of  the  bar  aa  a  man  oan  be,  who  neyer  had  any  pre- 
teni^ons  to  be  an  orator,  and  whose  longest  effort  seldom  exceeded 
half  an  hour.  Should  the  plan  of  placing  eloquence  in  hobbles 
reach  our  own  bar,  his  habit  of  condenasg,  his  trick  of  getting 
multum  in  parvo,  may  yet  bring  bim  to  the  very  summit;  for 
he  will  have  an  immense  advantage  over  those  who,  resembling 
a  country  buck  at  a  town  ball,  need  the  whole  field  to  cut  their 
flonriehes  in.  As  a  man  of  the  world,  he  was  well-bred,  though 
a  little  cynical,  very  agreeable,  moat  especially  with  the  ladies, 
and  quite  familiar  with  all  the  better  habits  of  the  best-toned 
circles  of  the  place.  As  a  boon  companion,  Tom  Dunscomb 
was  an  immense  favourite,  being  partiouLirly  warm-hearted,  and 
always  ready  for  any  extni  eating  or  drinking.  In  addition  to 
these  leading  qualities,  Dunscomb  was  known  to  be  rich,  having 
inherited  a  very  tolerable  estate,  as  well  as  having  added  much 
to  bis  means,  by  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  If  to  these  cir- 
cnmstances  we  add  that  of  a  very  prepossessing  personal  appear- 
ance, in  whbh  age  was  very  green,  the  reader  has  all  that  is 
iio-sessary  for  an  introduction  to  one  of  our  principal  characters. 

Though  a  bachelor,  Mr.  Dunscomb  did  not  live  alone.     He 
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had  a  nephew  and  a  niece  in  his  fiunily,  the  orphaa  children  of  j 
nster  who  had  now  heen  dead  many  years.  They  hore  the  name 
of  Wilmeter,  which,  in  the  family  parlance,  was  ahuost  alwayb 
prouoonced  Wilmingtoo.  It  was  Jack  Wilmington,  and  SaHy 
Wilmington,  at  school,  at  home,  and  with  all  their  intimates; 
though  Mr.  John  Wibneter  and  Miss  Sarah  Wilmeter  were  often 
spoken  of  in  their  littlo  ont-door  world;  it  being  rather  an  affeo- 
cation  of  the  times  to  prove,  in  this  manner,  that  one  retains 
some  knowledge  of  the  E^Ulng-book.  We  shall  write  the  name 
as  it  is  written  by  the  parties  themselves,  forewarning  the  reader 
that  if  he  dedre  to  pronoimce  it  by  the  same  family  standard, 
he  most  take  the  nnauthorizod  spelling  as  a  guide.  We  own 
ourselvca  to  a  strong  predilection  for  old  familiar  sonnds,  as  well 
^  old  ^miliar  faces. 

At  half-past  8,  A.  M.,  of  a  fine  morning,  late  in  Hay,  when 
the  roses  were  beginning  to  show  their  Idnta  amid  the  verdure  of 
the  leaves,  in  Mr.  Dunscomb's  yard,  the  three  individuals  just 
mentioned  were  at  the  hreokfiist-tahle  of  what  it  is  the  fa^ihion 
of  New  York  to  term  a  dining-room.  The  windows  were  open, 
and  a  soft  and  fragrant  air  filled  the  apartment.  We  have  said 
that  Mr.  Dunscomb  was  affluent,  and  he  chose  to  enjoy  his 
means,  not  &  la  Manhattan,  in  idle  competition  with  the  nouveawi; 
riches,  but  in  a  more  qmet  and  rational  way.  His  father  had 
occupied  lots,  "mnning  through,"  as  it  is  termed;  building  his 
house  on  one  sl3%etand  his  stables  on  the  other;  leaving  himself 
a  space  in  the  rear  of  the  former,  that  was  prodig^ons  for  a  town 
BO  squeezed  into  paraOelograma  of  twenty-five  feet  by  a  hundred. 
This  open  space  was  of  the  usual  breadth,  but  it  actuaUy  mea. 
Bured  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  an  area  that  would  have 
almost  justified  ita  being  formed  a  "park,"  in  the  nomenclature 
of  the  tovm.  This  yard  Sarah  had  caused  to  be  well  garnished 
with  shrubbery,  and,  for  ita  dimensions,  it  was  really  a  sort  of 
TBtaBf  vt  that  wilderness  of  bricks. 
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The  familj  vaa  not  alone  that  mormus.  A  cerbdn  Michael 
Hillingtou  was  a  guest  of  Jack's,  and  seemingly  quite  at  home 
in  the  little  cirde.  The  business  of  eating  and  drinking  woe 
pretty  well  through  with,  though  each  of  the  four  cups  had  itd 
remains  of  tea  or  coffee,  and  Sarah  sat  stirring  hers  idly,  while 
her  soft  eyes  were  tamed  with  interest  on  the  countenances  of  the 
two  young  men.  The  last  had  a  sheet  of  writing-paper  lying 
between  them,  and  their  heads  were  dose  together,  as  both 
Nt'idied  that  which  was  written  on  it  in  pencil.  As  for  Mr.  Buns- 
comb,  himself,  he  was  £urly  surrounded  by  documents  of  one 
sort  and  another.  Two  or  three  of  the  morning  papers,  glanced 
at  hut  not  read,  lay  opened  on  the  floor;  on  each  side  of  his  plate 
was  a  brief,  or  some  lease  or  release ;  while  a  copy  of  the  new 
and  much  tallced  of  code  was  in  his  hand.  As  we  say  in  oui 
American  English,  Mr.  Bunscomh  was  "emphatically"  a  com- 
mon-law lawyer ;  and,  as  our  transatLintio  brethren  would  remark 
in  their  sometime  cockney  dialect,  he  was  not  at  all  "agreeable" 
to  this  great  iimovstioa  on  'the  perfection  of  human  reason.' 
He  muttered  occa^ionaUy  as  he  read,  and  now  and  then  he  hud 
down  the  book,  and  seemed  to  mu<w.  All  this,  however,  was 
quit«  lost  on  Sarah,  whose  soft  blue  eyes  still  rested  on  the  in- 
terested countenances  of  the  two  young  men.  At  length  Jack 
seized  the  paper,  and  wrote  a  line  or  two  hurriedly,  wit^  his 
pencil. 

"There,  Mike,"  he  said.  In  a  tone  of  self-gratulation,  "I 
think  that  will  do!" 

"It  has  one  merit  of  a  good  toast,"  answered  the  friend,  a 
little  doubfingly;  "it  is  sententious." 

"  As  all  toasts  ought  to  be.  K  we  are  to  have  this  toner, 
mi  the  speeches,  and  all  the  usual  publicatjons  afterwards,  I 
oboose  that  we  should  appear  with  eotho  httle  credit.  Pray,  air," 
raisdiig  his  eyes  to  his  uncle,. and  his  voice  to  correspond,  "what 
do  yoa  think  of  it,  now  ?" 
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"  Just  aa  I  always  have,  Jack.  It  will  never  do  at  all.  Jus 
Eice  would  halt  miserably  imdur  such  a,  sjatem  of  practice.  Some 
of  the  forms  of  pleadings  are  infernal,  if  pleadings  they  can  be 
called  at  all.  I  detest  even  the  names  they  ^ve  their  proceed- 
ings—  eomplainto  and  answers !" 

"They  are  certainly  not  as  formidable  lo  the  ear,"  returned 
Jack,  a  litUe  saucily,  "  as  rebutters  and  snr-rebutters.  But  I 
Iff  as  not  thinking  of  the  code,  sir;  I  was  asking  your  opinion  of 
my  new  toast." 

"Even  a  fee  could  not  extract  an  opinion,  unless  I  heard  it 

"  Well,  sir,  here  it  is :  '  The  constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
the  palladium  of  our  dvil  and  reli^ous  liberties.'  Now,  I  do 
not  think  I  can  much  bett«r  that,  micle  Tom !" 

"  I'm  very  sorry  to  hear  you  say  so,  Jack." 

"Whyso,  wr?  I'm  sure  it  is  good  American  sentiment; 
and  what  is  more,  it  has  a  flavour  of  the  old  Knglish.  principles 
that  you  so  much  admire,  about  it,  too.     Why  do  you  dislike  it. 


"For  several  reasons — it  would  be  common-place,  which  a 
t^ast  should  never  be,  were  it  true;  but  there  happens  not  to  le 
a  word  of  truth  in  your  sentiment,  sonorous  aa  it  may  sound  in 
your  ears." 

"  Not  true !  Does  not  the  constitution  guaranty  to  the  citiEen 
relipous  liberty?" 

"Not  a  bit  of  it." 

"  Tou  amaze  me,  ar !  Why,  here,  just  listen  to  its  language, 
if  you  please." 

Uerenpon  Jack  opened  a  book,  and  read  the  clause  on  which 
he  relied  to  confute  one  of  the  ablest  constitutional  lawyers  and 
clearest  heads  In  America.  Not  that  Mr.  Dunscomb  was  what 
is  called  an  "expounder,"  great  or  small;  but  he  never  made  i 
mistake  on  the  subject  in  hand,  and  had  oiW  caused  the  best  o( 
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the  "  expoanders"  to  retrace  their  steps.  He  waa  an  original 
ihiiika,  but  of  the  safest  and  moat  naefiil  sort;  one  who  distin' 
guished  between  tlie  auliliitioiu  of  England  and  America,  wbile 
be  sabmitted  to  the  £ur  application  of  minor  principles  that  are 
so  coBimon  to  both.  Aa  for  his  nephew,  he  knew  no  more  of  the 
great  instrnment  be  beld  in  bis  band,  than  be  bad  gleaned  from 
ill-digested  newspaper  remarks,  vapid  speeches  in  Congress,  and 
the  erroneous  notions  tbat  float  about  tbe  country,  coming  from 
"nobody  knows  whom,"  and  leading  literally  to  nothing.  The 
ignorance  that  prevuls  on  such  subjects  is  reidly  astoundmg,  when 
one  remembers  the  great  number  of  battles  that  ore  annually 
fought  over  this  much-negleoted  compact 

"Ay,  here  is  the  clause — -just  please  to  hear  it,  sir,"  continued 
Jock. — "'Congress  Ehall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
ment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right 
of,  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  (he  govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances,'  There,  I  think  that  will  go 
&r  toffards  josti^ing  the  whole  toast^  Mike." 

This  was  said  a  little  triomphaatly,  and  not  a  little  coniidently 
The  only  answer  Mr.  Dnnscomh  condescended  to  make,  was  an 
cxpretimTe  "  Umph !"  As  for  Michael  Millington,  he  was  a  little 
timid  about  expressing  an  oiunion,  and  that  for  two  reasons;  he 
had  often  experienced  Mr.  Bnnscomb's  superior  wisdom,  and  he 
knew  that  Sarah  heard  all  that  passed. 

"  I  wish  your  uncle  would  lay  aside  that  code  for  a  minut«, 
Jack,  and  let  us  know  what  he  thinks  of  our  authorities,"  swd 
Michael,  in  an  under  tone. 

"Come,  Undo  Tom,"  cried  the  more  hardy  nephew — "coma 
imi  of  your  reserve,  and  fiice  the  constitution  of  your  country. 
Even  BBToh  can  see  (hat,  for  once,  vx  are  right,  and  tbat  mj 
toast  is  of  proo£" 

"It  is  a  very  good  proof-»Ae((,  Jack,  not  only  of  your  own 
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■niiid,  but  of  half  the  minds  in  the  coimtrj.  Banker  n 
owmot  be  uttered,  however,  than  to  aaj  that  tht  Conatitution  of 
the  [Jnited  States  is  the  paUadlum  of  anything  in  which  avil  oi 
roligiona  liberty  is  concerned." 

"  You  do  not  dispute  the  fidelity  of  my  quotation,  sir?" 

"  By  no  means.  The  clanse  you  read  is  a  very  useless  exhibi 
don  of  cerliun  £tcte  that  existed  just  as  distinctly  before  it  wat 
&amed,  as  they  do  to4ay.  Congress  had  no  power  to  make  an 
established  religion,  or  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  that  of 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  tlie  people  to  petition,  before  that 
vnendment  was  introduced,  and  consequently  the  clause  itself  is 
aupererogatory.     You  lake  nothing  by  your  motion.  Jack." 

"I  do  not  understand  you,  sir.  To  me,  it  seems  that  I  ha¥C 
the  best  of  iL" 

"Congress  has  no  power  but  what  has  been  conceded  to  it 
directly,  or  by  necessary  connection.  Now,  there  happens  to  be 
nothing  said  about  granting  any  such  authority  to  Congress,  anjJ 
consequently  the  prohibition  is  not  necessary.  But,  admitting 
that  Congress  did  really  possess  the  power  to  establish  a  reli^on 
previously  to  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  the  constitution 
would  not  prove  a  palkdium  to  religious  liberty,  unless  it  pro- 
hibited everybody  else  from  meddling  with  the  opinions  of  the 
citizen.  Any  state  of  this  Union  that  pleases,  may  establish  a 
teli^on,  and  compel  its  citizens  to  support  it." 

"  Why,  sir,  our  own  state  constitution  has  a  provision  similar 
to  this,  to  prevent  it." 

"  Very  true ;  but  our  own  state  constitution  can  be  altered  in 
this  behalf,  without  asking  permission  of  any  one  but  our  own 
people.  I  think  that  even  Sarah  will  understand  that  the 
United  States  is  no  palladium  of  reli^ous  liberty,  if  it  cannot 
prevent  a  state  from  establishing  Mohamcdanism,  as  «ion  as  a 
few  forms  can  be  complied  viih." 

Sarah  coloured,  glanced  timidly  at  Michael  Atillington,  bat 
Hlglf 
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aade  no  reply.  She  did  not  understand  much  of  trbat  elie  hud 
just  heard,  though  lather  an  intelligent  ^1,  but  had  hoped  that 
Jack  and  his  friend  were  neawr  right  than  was  likely  to  turn  out 
to  he  the  case.  Jack,  himself,  being  a  young  limb  of  the  ]ai* 
Bomprehended  what  his  uncle  meant,  and  had  the  grace  lo  colour, 
too,  at  the  manner  in  which  he  bad  manifested  his  ignorance  of 
the  great  national  compact.  With  a  view  to  relieve  himself  from 
his  dilemma,  he  cried,  with  a  ready  dexterity, — 

"  Well,  since  this  won't  do,  I  mnst  try  the  jnry.  '  The  trial 
ly  jury,  the  palladium  of  our  libertjca.'  How  do  yon  like  that, 
ar?" 

"  Worse  til, in  the  other,  boy.  God  protect  the  country  that 
has  no  bettor  shield  against  wrong,  than  tbat  which  a  jury  can 
hold  before  it" 

Jack  looked  at  Michael,  and  Michael  looked  at  Jack ;  while 
Sarah  looked  at  both  in  torn. 

"  You  surely  will  not  deny,  air,  that  the  trial  by  jury  is  one 
of  the  most  precious  of  the  gifla  received  from  our  ancestors?" 
B^d  the  first,  %  little  categorically,  Sarah  brightening  up  at  this 
qnestlou,  as  he  fancied  that  her  brother  bad  now  got  on  solid 
ground. 

"Tour  question  cannot  be  answered  in  a  breath,  Jack,"  re- 
turned the  undo.  "  The  trial  by  jury  was  undoubtedly  a  most 
piedous  boon  bestowed  on  a  people  among  whom  there  existed 
an  hereditary  ruling  power,  on  the  abuses  of  which  it  was  often 
a  most  salutary  check." 

"WeO,  rar,  is  it  not  the  same  check  here;  assuring  to  the 
citizens  independent  justice?" 

"Who  compwe  the  ruling  power  in  America,  Jack?" 

"The  people,  to  be  sure,  sir." 

"And  who  the  jurors?" 

"The  people,  too,  I  suppose,"  answerod  the  nephew,  hcaitat 
iug  a  I'ttle  before  be  replied. 
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"  Well,  let  us  snppose  a  citizoo  has  a  conflict  of  righto  witl 
the  public,  which  is  the  government,  who  will  compose  the  tri- 
bunal that  is  to  decide  the  question?" 

"  A  jury,  to  be  sure,  dr.  The  trial  by  jury  b  guarantied  bj 
the  constitution,  tc  ds  all." 

"Ay,"  said  Mr.  Duuacomb,  smiling,  "much  as  are  our  reli- 
gious and  political  liberties.  But  according  to  your  own  adniis- 
won,  this  is  very  much  liie  mailing  one  of  the  parties  a  judge  iu 
bis  own  case.  A.  insists  that  he  has  a  right  to  cert^n  lands,  for 
instance,  which  the  public  cl^ms  for  itself.  In  such  a  case,  part 
of  the  public  compose  the  tribunal," 

"But  is  it  not  true,  Mr.  Buusoomb,"  put  in  Millinglon, 
"that  the  popular  prejudice  is  usually  against  goremment,  in  all 
cases  with  pri('ate  citizens?" 

Sarah's  face  looked  brighter  now  than  ever,  for  she  felt  sure 
that  Mike,  as  her  brother  familiarly  called  bis  friend,  had  asked 
a  most  apposite  question. 

"  Ojtoinly ;  you  are  right  as  to  particular  sets  of  cases,  but 
wrong  as  to  others.  In  a  commercial  town  like  this,  the  feeling 
is  against  government  in  all  cases  connected  with  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  I  admit;  and  you  will  see  that  the  fact  makes 
Bgiunst  the  trial  by  jury  in  another  form,  since  a  judge  ought  te 
be  strictly  impartial ;  above  all  prejudice  whatever." 

"But,  nncle,  a  judge  and  a  jury  are  surely  very  diflerent 
things,"  cried  Sarah,  secretly  impelled  to  come  to  Michcd'a 
rescue,  though  she  scarce  knew  anything  of  the  merits  of  tho 
subject. 

"  Quite  right,  my  dear,"  the  uncle  answered,  nodding  hia  head 
kindly,  casting  a  glance  at  his  siece  t^at  caused  her  to  blush  un- 
der the  consciousness  of  being  fully  understood  in  her  motives, 
J  not  in  her  remark.  "Most  profoundly  right;  a  judge  and  a 
juror  ought  to  be  very  different  things,  Wiat  I  most  complain 
3f  is  the  fact  that  the  jurors  ore  fast  becoming  judges.     Nay,  b( 
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Lieur^,  they  are  gotdng  to  be  legialfttora,  making  Oie  law  a&  well 
as  interpretjiig  it.  How  often  does  it  happen,  now-a-daya,  that 
the  court  tell  the  juiy  that  aucti  is  the  law,  and  the  jurj  comes 
in  with  a  verdict  which  tells  the  court  that  such  is  uof  the  law  1 
This  is  an  evcry-day  occurrence,  in  the  actual  slate  of  public 
opinioD." 

"  But  the  eaxat  will  order  a  new  tdal,  if  the  verdict  is  against 
law  and  evidence,"  said  Michael,  determined  that  Sarah  should 
be  sustained. 

"  Aj,  and  another  jury  will  be  quite  likely  to  sustain  the  old 
one.  No — no — the  trial  by  jury  is  no  more  a  palladium  of  our 
liberties,  than  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  " 

"Who,  or  what  is,  then,  urf"  demanded  Jack. 

"God!  Yes,  the  Deity,  in  his  Divine  Providence;  if  any- 
thing is  to  save  us.  It  may  not  be  his  pleasure  to  let  us  perish, 
for  it  would  seem  that  some  great  plan  for  the  advancement  of 
civilization  is  going  on,  and  it  may  be  a  part  of  it  lo  mate  us 
importnut  agents.  All  things  regarded,  I  am  much  inclined  te 
believe  such  is  the  fact.  But,  did  the  result  depend  on  us, 
miserable  instruments  in  the  Ahuigbty  hands  as  we  are,  woeful 
would  be  the  end  I" 

"You  do  not  look  at  things  coulew  de  roae,  Uncle  Tom,'' 
f^orah  smilingly  observed. 

"  Because  I  am  not  a  young  lady  of  twenty,  who  is  well  satis- 
fied with  herself  and  her  advantages.  There  is  but  oue  character 
for  which  I  have  a  greater  contempt  than  that  of  a  senscleaa 
grumbler,  who  regards  all  things  li  tort  et  a  Iravert,  and  who 
dies,  there  is  nothing  good  in  the  world." 

"  And  what  is  the  exception,  sir  ?" 

"The  man  who  is  puffed  up  with  conceit,  and  Smcies  all 
around  him  perfection,  when  so  much  of  it  is  the  reverse; 
who  ever  shouts  'liberty,'  in  (he  midst  of  the  direst  oppres 
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"  But  direst  oppresaon  is  certmnly  no  term  to  be  applied  to 
inything  in  New  York !" 

"  Yoa  think  not  ?  Wkat  would  you  say  to  a  state  of  society 
in  vhiclt  the  law  is  avaihible  to  one  class  of  citizcna  only,  in  tha 
way  of  compulsion,  and  not  at  all,  in  the  way  of  protection?" 

"  I  do  not  understand  you,  sir;  here,  it  is  our  boast  that  all 
arc  protected,  alike." 

"Ay,  so  Qtr  as  boasting  gees,  we  arc  beyond  reproach  But 
what  are  the  fitcts  f  Here  ia  a  man  that  owes  money.  The  law 
V  ^pealed  to,  to  compel  payment.  Verdict  is  tendered,  and 
esecutjon  issued.  The  sheriS'  enters  his  house,  and  sells  his 
very  furniture,  to  extort  the  amount  of  the  debt  from  him." 

"  That  ia  his  misfortune,  sir.  Such  things  must  happen  to  all 
debtors  who  cannot,  or  will  not,  pay," 

"  If  this  were  true,  I  ehoold  have  nothing  to  say.  Ima^e 
this  very  debtor  to  be  also  a  creditor;  to  have  debts  due  to  him, 
of  many  times  the  sums  that  he  owes,  but  which  the  law  will  iM 
aid  him  in  collecting.  For  him,  the  law  is  all  oppression — no 
protection." 

"But,  surely,  Uncle  Tom,  nothing  of  the  sort  exists  here  I" 

"  Surely,  Miss  Sarah  Wilmeter,  such  things  do  exist  here  in 
practice,  whatcTer  may  be  the  theory  on  the  subject;  what  is 
more,  they  exist  under  the  influence  of  facts  that  are  directly  con- 
nected  with  the  working  of  the  institutionH.  My  case  is  not  sup 
positJtioufi,  at  all,  hut  real.  'Several  landlords  have  quite  recently 
felt  all  the  rigours  of  the  law  as  debtors,  when  it  was  a  dead  leltci 
to  them,  in  their  character  of  creditors.  This  has  actually  hap- 
pened, and  that  more  than  once ;  and  it  might  happen  a  hundred 
limes,  were  the  landlords  more  in  debt  In  the  latter  case,  it 
would  be  an  every-day  oecurrence." 

"What,  Mr,"  eselaimed  Michael  Millington;  "the  law  en- 
force, when  it  will  not  protect?" 

"That  it  does,  young  man,  in  many  iuteresfs  that  I  could 
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point  ont  to  yon.  But  here  ia  aa  flagrant  a  oaae  of  uuiuitigateu 
^raim;  as  can  be  cited  against  any  oountry  in  CliriHteudom.  A  ' 
'  dtuen  is  sold  out  of  house  and  home,  under  process  of  law,  foi 
debt;  and  when  he  asks  for  the  use  of  the  same  process  of  law 
to  collect  his  undeniable  dues,  it  is,  in  effect,  denied  him.  Aod 
this  among  the  people  who  boast  that  their  independence  i> 
derived  &om  a  spirit  that  would  not  be  taxed  I  A  people  who 
are  hourly  shou^g  hosaanas  in  bononr  of  their  justice  I" 

"  It  cannot  be,  Unde  Tom,  that  this  is  done,  in  terms,"  cried 
the  astounded  nephew. 

"If,  by  terms,  you  mean  profeaaona  of  justice,  and  liberty, 
and  equal  ngbta,  they  are  (mr  enough ;  in  all  those  particuIarB 
we  are  irreproachable.  As  'profewon'  no  people  can  tallc  mor« 
volubly  or  nearer  to  the  point — 'I  allude  only  to  fads." 

"But  these  facts  may  be  e^pMned — qualified — arc  not  as 
flagrant  as  they  seem  under  your  statement  7" 

"In  what  manner?" 

"  Why,  sir,  this  is  but  a  temporary  evil,  perhaps." 

"  It  has  lasted,  not  days,  nor  weeks,  nor  months,  but  yeaia. 
What  is  more,  it  is  an  evil  that  haa  not  occurred  in  a  comer, 
where  it  might  be  overlooked;  bat  it  exists  within  ten  miles  of  -' 
your  capital,  in  plain  mght  of  your  legislatora,  and  owes  its  im- 
punity solely  to  their  profound  deference  to  votes.  In  a  word, 
it  is  a  part  of  the  political  ^stem  under  which  we  live ;  and  that 
fcr  more  so  than  any  dispotdtlon  to  tyranny  that  might  happen  tu 
uumifcst  iteelf  in  an  individual  king." 

"Do  not  the  tenants  who  refuse  to  pay,  fancy  that  thoir  land- 
lords have  no  right  to  their  estates,  and  does  not  the  whole  di& 
cul^  arise  &om  misap^hension  ?"  asked  Michael,  a  little 
dntidly. 

"  What  would  that  have  to  do  with  the  service  of  proross,  if  it 
wnn  tmal  When  a  sheriff's  officer  comes  among  these  men, 
they  t^e  his  authority  from  him,  and  send  him  away  empfy. 
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Riglits  are  lo  be  detenmned  only  by  the  kw,  since  the;  arc 
derived  from  the  law;  and  he  who  meets  the  law  at  the  threshold; 
and  denies  it  entrance,  ean  never  seriously  pretend  that  ho  rcsisti 
because  the  other  party  baa  no  claima.  No,  no,  young  gentle- 
man— this  ia  all  a  fetch.  The  evil  is  of  years'  standing ;  it  is  of 
the  character  of  the  direst  oppression,  and  of  oppres^on  of  the 
(voist  sort,  that  of  many  oppressing  a  few;  cases  in  which  the 
sufferer  is  cut  off  from  sympathy,  as  you  can  see  by  the  apathy 
of  the  community,  which  is  singing  bosannas  to  its  own  perfec- 
tion, while  this  great  wrong  is  committed  under  its  veiy  nose. 
Had  a  landlord  oppressed  bis  tenants,  their  clamour  would  have 
made  itself  beard  tbionghout  the  land.  The  worst  feature  in 
the  ease,  is  that  which  connects  the  whole  thing  so  very  obviously 
with  the  ordinary  working  of  the  institutions.  If  it  were  merely 
human  covetousncas  stzug^ng  against  tbe  institutions,  the  last 
might  prove  the  strongest;  but  it  is  cupidity,  of  the  basest  and 
most  transparent  nature,  iia'iTtg  the  institutions  themselves  to 
effect  its  purpose." 

"  I  am  surprised  that  something  was  not  done  by  the  last  con- 
vention to  meet  the  evil !"  said  Jack,  who  was  much  struck  with 
the  enormity  of  the  wrong,  placed  before  bis  eyes  in  its  simplest 
form,  as  it  had  been  by  his  direct-minded  and  clear-headed 


"  That  is  because  you  do  not  know  what  a  convention  has  got 
to  be.  Its  object  is  to  push  principles  into  impracticable  ex- 
tremes, under  the  silly  pretension  of  progress,  and  not  to  abate 
bvils.  I  made  a  su^stion  myself,  to  certain  members  of  thai 
convention,  which,  in  my  poor  judgment,  would  have  effectually 
jnred  this  disease ;  but  no  member  bad  the  courage  to  propose  it 
DoabtlcsB,  it  would  have  been  useless  bad  it  been  otherwise." 

"It  was  worth  the  trial,  if  such  were  likely  to  be  its  result. 
n^at  was  yoiu'  plan,  rarf" 

"  Simply  to  disfranchise  any  district  in  which  the  law  oouio 
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not  be  enforced  by  means  of  combinadous  of  its  people.  Od 
■ppllcalioa  to  Uie  bigbeBt  oovirt  of  tbe  state,  an  order  might  bo 
granted  tbat  no  polls  ehould  be  held  in  one,  or  more,  tonns,  or 
counties,  in  which  combinatjons  existed  of  a  force  sufficient  bi 
prevent  the  Inws  from  being  put  in  force.  Nothing  could  be 
more  juat  than  to  say  tbat  men  who  will  not  obey  the  law  shall 
Bot  have  a  Toice  in  making  it,  and  to  me  it  really  seems  that 
■ome  such  proviuon  would  be  the  best  posubls  expedient  to 
check  this  growing  eviL  It  would  be  choking  the  enemy  with 
bis  own  food," 

"  Why  was  it  not  done,  sir  ?" 

'•  Simply  because  our  sages  were  speculating  on  yotee,  and  not 
on  principles.  They  will  talk  to  you  like  so  many  books  touch- 
ing the  viecs  of  all  foreign  syBtems,  bnt  are  ready  to  die  in  de- 
fence of  the  perfection  of  their  own." 

"  Why  WM  it  necessaiy  to  moke  a  new  constitution,  tbe  other 
day,"  asked  Satah,  innocently,  "if  the  old  one  was  so  very 
excellent?" 

"  Sure  enough  —  the  answer  might  puiile  wiser  heada  than 
yours,  child.  Perfection  requires  a  great  deal  of  tinkering,  in 
this  country.  We  scarcely  adopt  one  plan  that  shall  secure 
everybody's  rights  and  liberties,  than  another  is  broached,  to 
secure  some  newly-discovered  rights  and  liberties.  With  the 
dire  example  before  them,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  elective 
franchise  is  abused,  in  this  anti-rent  movement,  the  sages  of  the 
land  have  Just  given  to  the  mass  the  election  of  judges;  as  beau- 
lifitl  a  scheme  for  making  the  bench  coalesce  with  tbe  jury-box 
IS  hnman  ingenuity  could  invent !" 

As  all  present  knew  that  Mr.  Dunscomb  was  bitterly  opposeii 
to  the  new  constjtutjon,  no  one  was  surprised  at  tliis  last  asser- 
tion. It  did  o-eate  wonder,  however,  in  the  minds  of  alt  three 
of  tbe  ingenuous  young  persons,  when  the  &ct  —  an  undeniable 
sod  most  crushing  one  it  is,  too,  so  lar  as  any  high  pretension  U\ 


true  liberty  U  concerned  —  waa  pluuly  kid  before  them,  thul 
lUtizeuB  were  to  be  found  in  New  York  against  whom  the  lav 
nas  ri^dly  enforced,  while  it  was  powerless  in  their  l>^halt'. 
We  have  never  known  tliia  aspect  of  the  case  presented  to  an; 
mind,  that  it  did  not  evidently  produce  a  deep  impreEsion,  foi 
the  moment;  but,  alas!  "what  is  everybody's  business  is  no 
body's  bii^esa,"  and  few  care  for  the  violation  of  a  principle 
when  the  wrong  does  not  affect  themselves.  These  young  folk 
were,  like  all  around  them,  tmconscious  even  Hiat  they  dwelt  in 
a  community  in  which  so  afrodoufl  a  wrong  waa  daily  done,  and, 
for  the  moment,  were  startled  when  the  truth  was  placed  before 
their  eyes.  The  young  men,  near  friends,  and,  by  certain  ugnSj 
likely  to  be  even  more  closely  united,  were  much  addicted  to 
speculating  on  the  couise  of  events,  as  they  conceived  them  to 
be  tending,  in  other  countries.  Michael  MUlington,  in  par- 
ticular, was  a  good  deal  of  a  general  politician,  having  delivered 
several  orations,  in  which  he  had  laid  some  stress  on  (lie  greater 
happiness  of  the  people  of  this  much  favoured  land,  over  those 
of  all  other  countries,  and  esperaally  on  the  subject  of  equal 
rights.  He  was  too  young,  yet,  to  have  learned  the  wholesome 
truth,  tliat  equality  of  rights,  in  practice,  exists  nowhere;  the 
ingenuity  and  selfishness  of  man  finding  the  means  to  pervert  to 
narrow  purposes,  the  most  cautious  laws  that  have  ever  been 
adopted  in  furtherance  of  a  principle  that  would  seem  to  be  sc 
just.  Nor  did  he  know  that  the  Bible  contms  all  the  wisdom 
and  justice,  transmitted  as  divine  precepts,  that  are  necessary 
to  secure  to  every  man  all  that  it  is  desirable  to  possess  here 
below. 

The  conversation  was  terminated  by  the  entrance  of  a  fourth 
oolloquJst,  in  the  person  of  Edward  McBrain,  M,  D.,  who  was 
not  only  the  family  phyacian,  but  the  bosom  friend  of  the 
lawyer.  The  two  liked  each  ^ther  on  the  principle  of  loving 
their  oppositcs.     Oue  was  a  bachelor,  the  other  was  about  tn 


(narry  his  tliird  wife ;  one  waa  a  little  of  a  cynic,  the  other  much 
of  a  philanthropist;  one  distruatfd  of  human  nature,  the  other 
too  confiding;  one  cautions  to  excess,  the  other  ahaolutely  ini' 
petnoua,  whenever  anytliiog  strongly  interested  his  feelings. 
They  were  alike  in  being  Manhattanese  by  birth,  somewhat  a 
novelty  in  a  New  Yorker;  in  being  equally  graduates  of  Colnm- 
bia,  and  classmates;  in  a  teal  love  of  their  fellow-creatures; 
in  goodness  of  heart,  and  in  integrity.  Had  dther  been  want- 
ing in  these  last  groat  caaentiala,  the  other  could  not  hav: 
eiulnrctl  bim. 
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O  duo^!  —  Btnpendom  change  I 

There  llee  the  mmBe^  •■2ad; 
The  nm  eternal  breoki  — 
TTie  new  ImmorUl  ■wakea  — 

Wakes  with  bii  God. 

Jtfn.  Southof. 

As  Dr.  McBrmn  entered  die  room,  the  two  young  men  and 
Snrah,  after  saluting  him  like  rery  familiar  aoqoaintancca,  paeeed 
out  inte  what  the  niece  called  her  "garden."  Here  she  imme- 
diatelj  Bct  her  BcissorB  at  vork  in  dipping  roses,  vioieta,  and 
other  early  flowciB,  to  make  bouqnete  for  hor  companions.  That 
of  Michael  was  much  the  lai^efit  and  most  tasteful;  but  this  her 
brolher  did  not  remark,  as  he  was  in  a  brown  study,  reflecting 
on  the  angularity  of  the  drcumBtance  that  tbe  Constitation  of 
the  United  States  should  not  be  the  "  palladium  of  his  political 
and  reli^ous  libcrtiea."  Jack  saw,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
that  a  true  knowledge  of  the  constitution  was  not  to  be  found 
floating  about  in  society,  and  that  "(here  was  more  in  tlie 
nature  of  the  great  national  compact  than  was  dreamt  of  in  his 
pbildsopby." 

"Well,  Ned,"  said  the  lawyer,  holding  out  his  hand  kindly 
but  not  ri^g  from  his  chair,  "what  has  brought  you  here  sc 
earlyT     Has  old  Slartha  spoilt  your  tea?" 

"Not  at  all;  I  have  pdd  tbis  Tiat,  as  it  might  be,  pro 
feBsionally." 

"  Professioually  1     I  never  was  bctl^r  in  my  life ;  and  mt  yon 


down  ds  a  faJse  propliet,  or  no  doctor,  if  you  like  that  better,  for 
die  gout  has  not  even  ^ven  a  premonitory  hint,  thb  spring ;  and 
I  hope,  now  I  have  given  up  Saat«me  altogether,  and  take  but 
four  glasses  of  Madeira  at  dinner " 

"  Two,  too  many." 

"  I  '11  engage  to  drini  nothing  but  sherry,  Ned,  if  you  'II  eon- 
sent  to  four,  and  that  without  any  of  those  forbidding  looks." 

"Agreed;  sherry  has  less  acidity,  and  consequently  less  gout, 
than  Madeira.  But  my  basiiieas  here  (Mb  morning,  though 
professional,  does  not  relate  to  my  craft,  but  to  your  own.' 

"To  the  law?  Now  I  take  another  look  at  yon,  I  do  see 
trouble  in  your  physiognomy;  am  I  not  to  draw  the  marriage 
settlements,  after  all  ?" 

"Tttere  are  to  be  none.  The  new  law  ^ves  a  woman  the 
entire  control  of  all  her  property,  they  tell  me,  and  I  suppose 
sbe  will  not  expect  tho  control  of  mine." 

"  Umph !  Yes,  she  ought  to  be  satdsfied  with  things  as  they 
are,  for  she  will  remain  mistrees  of  all  her  cups  and  saucera, 
even, — ay,  and  of  her  houses  and  lands,  in  the  bai^tun.  Hang 
me,  if  I  would  ever  many,  when  tlie  contract  is  so  one- 
nded." 

"  Yon  never  did,  when  the  contract  was  t'  other-mded.  For 
u;y  part,  Tom,  I  'm  disposed  to  leave  a  woman  mistreaa  of  her 
own.  The  experiment  is  worth  the  trial,  if  it  be  only  to  see  the 
Dse  she  will  make  of  her  money." 

"  You  are  always  experimenting  among  the  women,  and  are 
about  to  try  a  tliird  wife.  Thank  Heaven,  I  've  got  on  mx^ 
years,  quite  comfortably,  without  even  one." 

"You  have  only  half  lived  your  life.  Ko  old  bachelor— 
meaning  a  man  after  for^ — knows  anything  of  real  happiness. 
It  is  necessary  to  be  married,  in  order  tn  be  truly  happy." 

"  I  wonder  you  did  not  add, '  two  or  three  times.'  But  you 
may  make  this  new  contract  with  greater  confidence  than  either 
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af  the  olhers.  I  suppose  jou  have  seen  this  ncvr  divorco  projtMt 
that  ia,  or  has  been,  before  the  legislatnre  ?" 

"  Divorce  I  I  trast  no  such  foolish  law  will  pass.  This  call- 
ing marriage  a  '  contract,'  too,  ia  what  I  never  Uied.  It  is 
Bomothing  iar  more  than  a  'contract,'  in  my  view  of  tlif 
tiatler." 

"  Still,  tbtt  is  what  the  law  eontddere  it  t«  be.  Get  out  of 
tJiia  new  scrape,  Ned,  if  jou  can  with  any  honour,  and  remain 
an  independent  Ireeman  for  Qie  rest  of  your  days.  I  dare  say 
the  widow  could  soon  find  some  other  amorous  youth  to  place 
her  affections  on.  It  mattere  not  much  wbom  a  woman  loves, 
provided  she  love.  Of  this,  I  'm  certiun,  from  seeing  the  sort 
of  animals  so  many  do  love." 

"  Nonsense ;  a  bachelor  talking  of  love,  or  matrimony,  usually 
maies  a  mny  of  himself.  It  is  terra  incognUa  to  you,  my  boy, 
and  the  less  you  say  about  it,  the  better.  Ton  are  the  only 
human  being,  Tom,  I  ever  met  with,  who  has  not,  some  time  or 
other,  been  in  love.  I  really  believe  you  never  knew  what  thfl 
passion  is." 

"  I  fell  in  love,  early  in  life,  with  a  certmn  my  lord  Coke,  and 
have  remained  true  to  my  first  attachment.  Besides,  I  saw  I 
had  an  intimat«  friend  who  "would  do  all  the  marrying  that  was 
necessary  for  two,  or  even  for  three ;  bo  I  determined,  &om  tlie 
first,  to  remain  single.  A  man  has  only  to  be  firm,  and  he  may 
set  Cupid  at  defiance.  It  is  not  bo  with  women,  I  do  believe;  it 
is  part  of  their  nature  to  love,  else  would  no  woman  admire  you, 
at  your  time  of  life." 

"  I  don 't  know  that — I  am  by  no  means  sure  of  that.  Each 
time  I  hod  the  misfortune  to  become  a  widower,  I  was  just  as 
determined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  refiecting  on  the 
worth  of  her  I  had  lost,  as  you  can  be  to  remain  a  bachelor;  but 
«mehow  or  other,  I  don't  pretend  to  account  for  it,  not  a  year 
pawed  before  T  have  found  inducements  to  enter  into  now  en- 
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gagemcnts.  It  ia  a  blessed  thing,  is  imitiimonj ,  and  I  am 
resolved  not  to  continue  single  an  hour  longer  thou  is  no- 
cessary." 

Dunseomb  laughed  out,  at  the  earueat  manner  in  wliiuh  hia 
friend  spoke,  though  conversatdonB,  like  tliis  we  hare  been  relat- 
ing, were  of  &eqaent  occurrence  between  them. 

"  The  aame  old  sixpence,  Ned  1  A  Benedict  aa  a  boj,  a  Bene- 
diet  as  a  man,  and  a  Benedict  as  a  dotard " 

"  Dotard !    My  good  fellow,  let  mo  tell  you " 

"  Foh  I  I  don't  desire  to  hear  it  But  as  jou  came  on  bu^ 
QCS8  connected  with  the  law,  and  that  business  is  not  a  marriage- 
settlement,  what  is  it  ?  Poos  old  Kingsborough  moint^n  his 
right  to  the  Hai'lem  lot?" 

"  No,  he  has  given  the  claim  up,  at  last.  My  business,  Tom, 
is  of  a  very  different  nature.  What  are  we  coming  to,  and  what 
is  to  be  the  end  of  it  all !" 

Am  the  doctor  looked  far  more  than  he  expressed,  Dunseomb 
was  struck  with  his  manner.  The  Siamese  twins  scarce  under- 
stand each  other's  impulses  and  wishes  better  than  these  two 
men  comprehended  each  other's  feelings;  and  Tom  saw  at  ouca 
Ihat  Ned  was  now  very  much  in  earnest. 

"Coming  lo?"  repeated  Dunseomb.  "Do  you  mean  the 
new  code,  or  the  '  Woman-hold-the-Puise  Law,'  as  I  call  it  ?  I 
don't  believe  you  look  far  enough  ahead  to  foresee  all  the  dam- 
nable consequence  of  ao  elective  judiciary," 

"  It  is  not  that — this,  or  that — I  do  not  mean  codes,  cnnilita- 
dons,  or  pin-money.  What  is  the  country  Miming  to,  Tom  Dnnfr 
flomb  —  that  is  the  question,  I  ask." 

"  Well,  and  has  the  country  nothing  to  do  with  constitutions, 
Eodcs,  and  elective  judges  ?  I  can  tell  you,  Master  Ned  McBraiu, 
M.  D.,  that  if  the  patient  is  to  be  saved  at  all,  it  must  he  by 
means  of  the  judiciary,  and  I  do  not  like  the  advice  that  has  just 
oeen  anUed  in."  -..i^Goot^lc 


"Yon  are  &  oroater.  They  teU  me  the  new  judges  are  rea- 
Bonably  good." 

"  <  Beaaonably'  is  an  expressive  word.  The  new  judges  ttn 
'  old  judges,  in  part,  and  in  bo  much  they  do  prettj  well,  by 
ehance.  Some  of  the  new  judigea  are  eioellent — but  one  of  tlie 
\ay  beat  men  on  the  whole  bench  was  run  agdnst  one  of  the 
worst  men  who  could  have  been  pot  in  his  place.  At  the  nest 
heat  I  fear  the  bad  fellow  will  get  the  track.  If  you  do  not 
mean  what  I  have  mentJonod,  what  do  you  mean?" 

"  I  mean  the  increase  of  crime  —  the  murders,  arsons,  rob- 
beries, and  other  abominations  that  seem  to  take  root  among  n% 
like  so  many  exotica  transplanted  to  a  genial  soil." 

'"Exotics'  and  'genial'  be  hanged  I  Men  are  alike  every- 
where. No  one  bat  a  fool  ever  supposed  that  a  republic  is  to 
stand,  or  fall,  by  its  virtue." 

"  Yet,  the  common  opinion  is  that  such  muat  be  the  final  test 
of  our  institutions." 

"Jack  has  just  been  talkmg  nonsense  on  this  subject,  and 
now  you  must  come  to  aid  him.  But,  what  haa  your  business 
with  me,  this  morning,  to  do  with  the  general  depreciation  in 
morals  ?" 

"A  great  deal,  aa  you  will  allow,  when  jou  coTie  to  hear  mj 
story." 

Dr.  McBrain  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  deliver  himself  of 
the  matter  which  weighed  so  heavily  on  his  mind.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a  small  place  in  an  adjoining  county,  where  it  was  his 
custom  to  pass  as  much  time,  during  the  pleasant  months,  as  a 
very  extensive  practice  in  town  would  allow.  This  was  not 
much,  it  is  true,  though  the  worthy  phjaician  so  contrived 
matters,  that  his  viaite  to  Timbully,  as  tie  place  waa  called,  if 
not  long,  were  tolerably  numerous.  A  kind-hearted,  as  well  ae 
1  rcaaonably-affluent  ma) ,  he  never  denied  his  professional  ser- 
vices to  hia  country  neighbours,  who  eagerly  aaked  his^^iJM 


ifheDever  there  waa  need  of  it.  This  portion  of  the  doctor's 
practice  flourished  on  two  accounts, — one  being  his  known  skill, 
and  the  other  his  known  generosity.  In  a  word,  Dr.  McBrdo 
never  received  any  compensation  for  his  advice,  from  any  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  his  country  rcddence.  Tliia  ren- 
dered him  exceedingly  popular ;  and  he  might  have  been  sent  to 
Albany,  but  for  a  little  cold  wat«i  that  was  thrown  on  the  pro- 
ject by  a  shrewd  patriot,  who  suggested  that  while  the  physidan 
was  attending  to  afiurs  of  state,  he  could  not  be  adniinbtering 
to  the  aillngs  of  his  TimboUy  neighbours.  This  may  have 
checked  the  doctor's  advancement,  but  it  did  not  impair  hia 
popularity. 

Now,  it  happened  that  the  bridegroom-expectant  had  been  out 
to  Timbully,  a  distauce  of  leas  than  fifteen  miles  from  his  house 
in  Bleecker  street,  with  a  view  to  order  matters  for  the  reception 
of  the  bride,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  conple  that  were  soon 
to  be  united  to  pass  a  few  days  there,  immediately  after  the  cere- 
mony was  performed.  It  was  while  at  hia  place,  attending  to 
this  most  important  duty,  that  an  esprcaa  came  from  the  county 
town,  requiring  his  presence  before  the  coroner,  where  he  was 
expected  to  give  his  evidence  as  a  medical  man.  It  seems  that  a 
house  had  been  burned,  and  its  owners,  an  aged  couple,  had 
been  burnt  in  it.  The  remains  of  lie  bodies  had  been  found, 
and  an  inquest  was  about  to  be  held  on  them.  This  was  pretty 
much  all  that  the  messenger  could  tell,  though  he  rather  thought 
that  it  was  suspected  the  house  had  been  set  on  fire,  and  the  old 
people,  consequently,  murdered. 

As  a  matter  of  course.  Dr.  McBrain  obeyed  the  summons.  A 
county  town,  in  America,  is  often  little  more  than  a  hamlet, 
though  in  New  York  thcj  .ire  usually  places  of  some  greater  pre- 
tensions. The  state  has  now  near  a  dozen  incorporated  cities, 
with  their  mayors  and  aldermen,  and  with  one  exception,  we  be- 
licve  these  are  nil  county  towns.     Then  come  the  inoorponted 
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rillageSj  in  wliicb  Nevr  York  is  fast  getting  to  be  rich,  pWei 
containing  from  one  to  (dx  or  seven  thousand  souls,  and  whick, 
is  a,  rule,  are  steadily  growing  into  respectable  provincial  towns. 
The  largest  of  these  usoally  contain  "the  county  buildings,"  an 
it  b  the  custom  to  express  it  But,  in  the  older  counties,  iiame- 
diately  around  the  great  oommenaal  capital  of  the  entire  repoblio, 
these  large  Tillages  do  not  always  exist;  or  when  they  do  exist, 
are  not  sufGciently  central  to  meet  the  transcendental  justice  of 
democratic  equally — a  quality  that  is  sometimes  of  as  exacting 
pretension,  as  of  real  imbecility ;  as  witness  the  remarks  of  Mr 
Dunscomb,  in  our  opening  chapter. 

The  county  hiuldings  of  ■  happen  to  stand  in  a  small 

village,  or  what  is  considered  a  small  village,  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  state.  As  the  events  of  this  tale  are  so  recent,  and  the 
localities  so  &miliar  to  many  persons,  we  choose  to  call  this  vil< 
lage  "Eiberry,"  and  the  county  "Dukes."  Such  was  once  the 
name  of  a  New  York  county,  though  the  appellation  has  been 
dropped,  and  this  not  from  any  particular  distaste  for  the  straw- 
berry  leaves;  "Kings,"  "Queens,"  and"l>uches8"  having  been 
wisely  ret^ned — wisely,  as  names  should  be  as  rarely  changed 
ia  public  convenience  will  allow. 

Dr.  McBrun  found  the  village  of  Biberry  in  a  high  state  of 
excitement;  one,  indeed,  of  so  intense  a  nature  as  to  be  far  from 
KiTOurable  to  the  judicial  enquiry  that  was  then  going  on  in  the 
BOnrt-house.  The  old  couple  who  were  the  sufferers  in  this  af&Ji 
had  been  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  them ;  he  as  a  common- 
place,  well-meaning  man,  of  no  particular  capadty,  and  she  an 
a  managing,  discreet,  pious  woman,  whose  greatest  failing  was  a 
neatness  that  was  carried  somewhat  too  near  to  ferocity.  Never 
tholess,  Mrs.  Goodwin  was,  generally,  even  more  respected  than 
her  husband,  for  she  had  the  most  mind,  transacted  most  of  the 
business  of  the  family,  and  was  habitually  kind  and  attentive  to 
every  one  who  entered  her  dwellins;;  provided,  always,  that  thc.j 
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ffiped  their  foet  on  her  mats,  of  which  it  was  necessary  In  pass 
no  less  than  sis,  before  the  little  parlour  was  reached,  and  did 
not  q)it  on  her  carpet,  or  did  not  want  any  of  her  money.  This 
populari^  added  greatly  to  the  excitement  j  men,  and  women 
also,  commonly  feeling  a  stronijer  desire  to  investigate  wrongs 
done  to  those  they  esteem,  than  to  investigate  wrongs  done  to 
tliose  concerning  whom  they  are  indifferent. 

Doctor  McBrain  found  the  charred  remains  of  this  unfortunate 
couple  laid  on  a  table  in  the  courtrhouae,  the  coroner  in  attend- 
ance, and  a  jury  eiapauelled.  Much  of  the  evidence  concerning 
the  discovery  of  the  fire  had  been  gone  through  with,  and  was 
oi  a  very  simple  character.  Some  one  who  was  stirring  earlier 
than  common  had  seen  the  house  in  a  bright  blaze,  had  ^vcn 
the  alarm,  and  had  preceded  the  crowd  from  the  village,  on  the 
road  to  the  burning  dwelling.  The  Goodwins  had  resided  In  a 
neat,  retired  cottage,  at  the  distance  of  near  two  miles  from 
Biberry,  though  in  sight  Irom  the  village ;  and  by  the  time  the 
first  man  from  the  latter  reached  the  spot,  the  roof  had  fallen  in, 
and  the  materiab  were  mostly  consumed.  A  dozen,  or  more,  of 
the  nearest  neighbours  were  collected  around  the  ruins,  and 
some  articles  of  household  furniture  had  been  saved ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sudden  and  destructive 
fires  ever  known  in  that  part  of  tie  country.  When  the  en^e 
arrived  &om  the  village,  it  played  briskly  on  the  fire,  and  was 
the  means  of  soon  redtidng  all  within  the  outer  walls,  which 
were  of  stone,  to  a  pile  of  blackened  and  smouldering  wood.  It 
was  owing  to  this  circumstance  that  any  portion  of  the  remains 
of  the  late  owners  of  the  house  had  been  found,  as  was  done  in 
the  manner  thus  described,  in  his  testimony,  by  Peter  Bacon,  the 
pereon  who  had  finit  given  the  alarm  in  Bibeny. 

"  As  soon  as  ever  I  seed  it  was  Peter  Goodwin's  house  thai 
made  the  Hght,"  continued  this  intelligent  witness,  in  the  course 
at  his  examination,  —  "I  guv'  the  alarm,  and  started  off  on  the 
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ran,  to  Bce  what  I  could  do.  By  the  time  I  got  to  ti.e  top  of 
Brudler'a  Hill,  I  was  fwrly  out  of  breath,  I  can  tell  you,  Mr. 
Coroner  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  and  so  I  waa  obliged  to 
pull  up  a  lit  This  gur'  the  fire  a  so  much  better  sweep,  and 
when  1  reached  the  spot,  there  was  little  diance  for  doing  much 
good.  We  got  out  a  chest  of  draweia,  and  the  young  woman 
who  boarded  with  the  Goodwins  was  helped  down  out  of  tho 
window,  and  most  of  her  clollies,  I  b'lieve,  was  Baved,  bo  itu-  as  I 
know." 

"Slop,"  interrupted  the  coroner;  "there  was  a  young  woiij mi 
in  the  house,  you  say." 

"Yea;  what  I  call  a  young  woman,  or  a  gal  like;  though 
other  some  calls  her  a  young  woman.  Waal,  she  was  got  out; 
and  her  clothes  was  got  ontj  but  nobody  could  get  oat  the  old 
folks.  As  soon  Rs  the  ingyne  come  up  we  tnrned  on  the  wi.^, 
and  that  put  out  the  fire  about  the  quickest.  Arter  that  we  went 
to  diggin',  and  Boon  found  what  folks  call  the  remfuus,  thou^ 
to  my  notion  there  is  little  enough  on  'cm  that  ia  left." 

"You  dug  out  the  reraains,"  said  the  coroner,  writing;  "an 
what  Btat«  did  you  find  them  1" 

"  In  what  I  call  a  pret^  poor  state ;  much  as  you  see  'em 
there,  on  the  table." 

"  What  has  become  of  the  young  lady  you  hare  mentioned  ?" 
enquired  the  coroner,  who,  as  a  public  fimcfionaiy,  deemed  it 
prudent  to  put  all  of  the  sex  into  the  same  general  category. 

"  I  can't  tell  you,  'equire ;  I  never  see'd  her  arter  she  was  got 
out  of  the  window." 

"Do  you  mean  that  she  waa  the  hired-girl  of  the  family, — or 
had  the  old  lady  no  help  ?" 

"I  kinder  think  ahe  was  a  boarder,  like;  one  that  p^d  her 
keopin',"  anawered  the  witness,  who  was  not  a  person  to  draw 
Tory  nice  distinctiona,  as  the  reader  will  have  no  difficol^  in 
soncciTing,  &om  his  dialect.     "  It  aeema  to  me  I  heer'n  tell  of  ' 


uiother  help  ID  the  tioodwin  iiuuily  —  a  sorter  Jarmaiij  or  Irbb 
lady." 

"  Was  any  such  woman  seen  about  tlio  house  thJB  moiuing, 
when  the  ruins  were  searched  ?" 

"Not  as  /'ner.  We  turned  over  the  branda  and  Btdcks,  until 
we  come  across  the  old  folks ;  then  everybody  seemed  to  think 
tlic  work  was  pretty  much  done." 

"  In  what  state,  or  wtuation,  were  these  remains  found  ?" 

"Burut  to  a  ciisp,  just  as  you  see  'em,  'squire,  as  I  sni^ 
afore ;  a  pretty  poor  state  for  human  beings  to  be  in." 

"  But  where  were  they  lying,  and  were  they  near  each  othCT?" 

"  Close  together.  Their  heads,  if  a  body  can  call  them  black 
lookin'  skulls  heads,  at  all,  almost  touched,  if  they  did  n't  quite 
touch,  each  other;  tlieir  feet  lay  further  apart." 

"Do  you  think  you  could  place  the  skeletons  in  the  same 
planner,  as  respects  each  otlier,  as  they  were  when  you  first  saw 
them  ?  But  let  me  first  enquire,  if  any  other  person  is  present, 
who  saw  these  remains  before  they  had  been  removed?" 

Several  men,  and  one  or  two  women,  who  were  in  attendance 
to  be  esamiiied,  now  came  forward,  and  stated  that  they  had 
seen  the  remains  in  the  condition  in  which  tlioy  had  been  origin- 
ally found.  Selecting  the  most  intelligent  of  the  party,  after 
questioning  them  all  round,  the  coroner  dewred  that  the  skeletons 
might  be  laid,  as  near  as  might  be,  in  the  same  relative  pomtions 
Bs  those  in  which  they  had  been  foimd.  There  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  tlie  witnesses,  as  to  several  of  the  minor  par- 
ticulars, though  all  admitted  that  the  bodies,  or  what  remadned 
of  tLcm,  had  been  found  quite  close  together;  their  heads  touch 
iug,  and  their  feet  some  little  distance  apart.  In  this  manner 
then,  were  the  skeletons  now  disposed;  the  arrangement  being 
sompleted  just  as  Dr.  McBi-ain  entered  the  court^room.  The 
loroner  immediately  directed  tbo  witnesses  to  stand  aside,  while 
'he  phyucian  made  an  esair  [nation  .of  the  crisped  bones. 


80  TUB    WAV3    OP    riui    iiotiK. 

"  This  looks  like  foul  play !"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  oluioat  us 
Boon  as  his  examination  commenced.  "  The  skullB  of  both  ihesa 
persMia  have  been  fractured;  and,  if  Hub  be  anything  near  the 
positions  in  which  the  skeletons  were  found,  as  it  would  seem, 
.  bj  the  same  blow." 

He  then  pointed  out  to  the  coroner  and  jury,  a  small  frac- 
ture in  the  frontal  bone  of  each  skull,  and  bo  nearly  in  a  line  as 
to  render  his  conjecture  highly  probable.  This  discovery  gave 
an  entirely  new  colouring  to  the  whole  occurrence,  and  every  one 
present  began  to  speouIaf«  on  the  probability  of  arson  and  morder 
being  connected  with  the  unfortunate  a&ir.  The  Goodwins 
were  known  to  have  lived  at  thtdr  ease,  and  the  good  woman,  in 
particular,  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  little  miserly.  Ab 
everything  tike  order  vanished  temporarilj  from  the  court-rooni, 
and  tongues  were  going  in  all  directions,  many  things  were 
related  that  were  really  of  a  suspicious  character,  especially  by 
the  women.  The  CMoner  adjourned  the  investigation  for  the 
convenience  of  irregular  conversation,  in  order  t«  obtain  wcfal 
clues  to  the  succeeding  enquiries. 

"  You  say  that  old  Mrs.  Groodwin  had  a  good  deal  of  specie  ?" 
enquired  that  functionary  of  a  certain  Mrs.  Pope,  a  widow  woman 
who  had  been  free  with  her  communications,  and  who  very  well 
might  know  more  than  the  rest  of  the  neighbours,  beat  a  vety 
active  propentdty  she  had  ever  manifested,  to  look  into  the  afialrs 
r^  all  around  her.  "  Did  I  understand  yon,  that  you  had  seen 
this  money  yourself." 

"Yes,  sir;  often  and  often.  She  kept  it  in  a  stocking  of  the 
old  gentleman's,  that  was  nothing  but  dams;  so  damy,  like,  that 
nobody  could  wear  it  Miss  Goodwin  wasn't  a  woman  to  put 
awity  anything  that  was  of  use.  A  clusser  body  wasn't  to  he 
found,  anywhere  near  Biberry." 

"And  some  of  this  money  was  gold,  I  think  I  heard  you  say 
A  stocking  pretty  well  filled  vrith  gold  and  silver." 
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"  The  foot  was  cramming  Ml,  when  I  saw  it,  and  thut  waan't 
three  months  Btnce.  I  can't  ea.y  theto  was  any  great  matter  in 
tbo  leg.  Yes,  there  was  gold  in  it,  too.  She  showed  me  the 
itocking  the  last  tame  I  saw  it,  on  purpose  to  ask  me  what  might 
t>e  the  Tolie  of  a  piece  of  gold  that  was  almost  as  big  as  half 
ivdoUar." 

"  Should  j'Oa  know  that  piece  of  gold,  were  jou  to  sec  it, 
■g^n?" 

"That  I  should.  -  I  didn't  know  its  nam%  or  its  valie,  for  1 
never  seed  so  big  a  piece  afoie,  but  I  told  Miss  Goodwin  I 
thought  it  must  be  ra'al  CaJifomy.  Them's  about  now,  they 
tell  me,  and  I  hope  poor  folks  will  come  in  for  their  share.  Old 
as  I  am — that  is,  not  so  very  old  neither — but  such  as  I  am,  I 
never  had  a  piece  of  gold  in  my  life." 

"  Yon  cannot  tell,  then,  the  name  of  this  partienlar  coin  ?" 

"I  couldn't;  if  I  was  to  have  it  for  the  telling,  I  couldn't 
It  wasn't  a  five  dolUr  piece;  that  I  know,  for  the  old  lady  had 
Ik  good  many  of  them,  and  this  was  much  larger,  and  yellower, 
too;  better  gold,  I  conclude." 

The  coroner  was  accustomed  to  garrulous,  sight-seeing  females, 
and  knew  liow  to  humour  them. 

"Where  did  Mrs.  Goodwin  keep  her  spede?"  he  enquired. 
"  If  you  saw  her  put  the  stocking  away,  yon  must  know  its  usual 
phce  of  deposit." 

"In  her  chest  of  drawers,"  answered  the  woman  eagerly. 
"  That  very  chest  of  drawers  which  was  got  out  of  the  house,  as 
sound  OS  the  day  it  went  into  it,  and  has  been  brought  down  into 
the  village  for  safe  keeping." 

All  tliis  was  so,  and  measures  were  taken  to  push  the  investi- 
gation further,  and  in  that  direction.  Three  or  four  young  men, 
wilhng  volunteers  in  such  a  cause,  brought  the  boreau  into  the 
court-room,  and  the  coroner  directed  that  each  of  the  drawers 
ihoold  be  publicly  opened,  in  the  presence  of  the  jurois.  Thj 
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widow  W03  first  sworn,  however,  and  testified  regularly  to  the 
taaths  of  the  stocking,  the  money,  and  the  place  of  usual  deposit, 

"  Ah  I  yon  'II  not  find  it  there,"  observed  Mrs.  Pope,  as  tho 
villago  cabinet-maker  applied  a  key,  the  wards  of  which  happened 
to  fit  those  of  the  locks  in  question.  "  She  kept  her  money  in 
the  lowest  draw  of  all.  I  've  Been  her  take  the  Etocking  out, 
first  and  last,  at  least  a  dozen  times." 

The  lower  draw  vaa  opened,  acoordingly.  It  contdned  female 
apparel,  and  a  goodly  store  of  sueh  articles  as  were  suited  to  the 
wants  of  a  respectable  woman  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  grada- 
tions iuti)  which  all  socie^  so  naturally,  and  unavoidably,  divides 
itself.  But  there  was  no  stocking  full  of  dams,  no  silver,  no 
gold.  Mrs.  Pope's  busy  and  nimble  fingers  were  thrust  hastily 
into  an  inner  comer  of  the  drawer,  and  a  ulk  dress  was  nncere- 
moniousty  opened,  that  having  been  the  precise  receptacle  of  the 
treasure  as  she  had  seen  it  last  bestowed. 

"  It 's  gone  !"  exclaimed  the  woman.  "  Somebody  must  have 
token  it!" 

A  great  deal  was  now  thought  to  be  established.  The  broken 
skulls,  and  the  missing  money,  went  near  to  establish  a  ease  of 
murder  and  robheiy,  in  addition  to  the  high  crime  of  arson. 
Men,  who  had  worn  solemn  and  grave  countenanees  all  that 
morning,  now  looked  escifod  and  earnest  The  desiro  for  a 
requiting  justice  was  general  and  active,  and  the  dead  became 
doubly  dear,  by  means  of  their  wrongs. 

All  this  time  Dr.  McBrain  had  been  attending,  cxeluavely,  to 
the  part  of  the  subject  that  moat  referred  to  his  own  profession. 
Of  the  fractures  in  the  two  skulls,  he  was  well  assured,  though 
the  appearance  of  the  remains  was  such  as  almost  to  baffle  im'eB- 
tigation.  Of  another  important  fact  he  was  less  certain.  While 
■11  he  heard  prepared  him  to  meet  with  the  skeletons  of  a  man 
and  his  wife,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  in  the  imperfect  state  in 
which  they  were  laid  before  him,  the  bones  were  tiiose  of  twc 
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"  Did  yoa  know  this  Mr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Coroner?"  enquired 
ilie  physician,  breaking  into  the  more  regular  ezamiDatdon  with 
very  litUe  ceremony ;  "  or  was  he  well  known  to  any  here  ?" 

The  coroner  had  no  vety  accurate  knowledge  of  the  deceased, 
though  every  one  of  the  jurors  had  be^n  well  acquainted  with 
him.     Several  had  known  him  all  their  livea. 

"  Was'  he  a  man  of  ordinai;  size  ?' '  asked  the  doctor. 

"Very  small.  Not  taller  than  his  wife,  who  might  be  set 
down  as  qnite  a  tall  old  lady." 

It  oflen  happens  in  Europe,  espetnally  in  Engltuid,  that  the 
man  and  lus  wife  are  so  nearly  of  a  height  as  t«  leave  very  little 
seusibla  difference  in  their  statures ;  but  it  is  a  rare  occurrence 
in  this  country.  In  Ameiioa,  the  female  is  usuAlIy  delicat^  and 
of  a,  comparatively  small  frame,  while  the  average  height  of  man 
is  something  beyond  that  of  the  European  standard.  It  was  a 
little  out  of  the  common  way,  therefore,  to  meet  with  a  couple 
so  nearly  of  a  wze,  as  these  remains  wonld  make  Goodwin  and 
his  wife  to  have  been. 

"These  skeletons  are  very  nearly  of  the  same  length,"  re- 
sumed the  doctor,  after  measuring  them  for  the  fifth  time.  "  The 
man  could  not  have  been  much,  if  any,  taller  than  his  wife." 

"He  was  not,"  answered  a  juror.  "Old  Peter  Goodwin 
oonld  not  have  been  more  than  five  feet  five,  and  Porothy  was  all 
of  thal^  I  should  think.  When  they  came  to  meeting  together, 
they  looked  much  of  a  muchness." 

Now,  there  is  nothing  on  which  a  prudent  and  reguLir  phy- 
mcian  is  more  cautious  thui  in  committing  himself  on  unknown 
and  uncertain  ground.  He  has  his  theories,  and  his  standard 
of  opinions,  usuaJly  well  settled  in  his  mind,  and  he  is  ever  on 
ii€  alort  to  protect  and  bolster  them;  seldom  making  any  ad- 
mission that  may  contravene  either.  He  is  apt  to  denounce  the 
water  core,  however  surprising  may  have  been  its  efieote ;  and 
there  is  commonly  bat  one  of  the  "  opathies"  to  which  he  ii  in 
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tLe  least  disposed  to  defer,  Mid  that  is  the  parlJcuIar  "opathy" 
on  which  he  has  moulded  his  practice.  As  for  Dr.  McBrain,  he 
belonged  strictly  to  the  tdapathic  school,  and  might  be  termed 
almost  an  ultra  in  his  adherence  to  its  laws,  while  the  number 
of  the  new  scbdbls  that  were  springing  up  around  him,  taught 
fain:  caution,  as  well  as  great  prudence,  in  the  expression  of  hia 
opinions.  Give  Kirn  a  patient,  and  he  went  to  work  bcddly,  and 
with  the  decision  and  nerve  of  a  pbjsician  accustomed  to  practise 
13  an  ssaggerated  climate ;  bat  place  him  before  the  public,  as  a 
theoretical  man,  and  he  was  timid  and  wary.  His  friend  Duns- 
eomb  had  observed  this  peculiarity,  thirty  years  before  tie  com- 
mencement of  our  tale,  and  had  quite  recently  told  him,  "  You 
are  bold  in  the  only  thing  in  which  I  am  timid,  Ned,  and  that 
is  in  making  up  to  the  women.  If  Mrs.  Updyke  were  a  new- 
Kmgled  theory,  now,  instead  of  an  old-f^hioned  widow,  as  slie 
is,  hang  me  if  I  think  you  would  have  ever  had  the  spirit  to 
propose,"  This  peculiarity  of  temperament,  and,  perhaps,  we 
might  add  of  character,  rendered  Dr.  McBrain,  now,  very  averao 
to  saying,  in  the  lace  of  so  much  probability,  and  the  statements 
of  BO  many  witnesses,  that  the  mutilated  and  charred  skeletons 
that  lay  on  the  court-house  table  were  those  of  two  females,  and 
not  those  of  a  man  and  his  wife.  It  was  certainly  possible  he 
might  1m:  mistaken ;  for  the  conflagration  had  made  sad  work  of 
these  poor  emblems  of  mortality;  but  science  has  a  clear  eye, 
and  the  doctor  was  a  akiliul  and  practised  anatomist.  Tti  his 
own  mind,  there  were  very  few  doubts  on  the  subject. 

As  so^n  as  the  thoughtful  physician  found  tune  to  turn  his 
attention  on  the  countenances  of  those  who  composed  the  crowd 
in  the  court-room,  he  observed  that  nearly  all  eyes  were  bent  on 
the  person  of  one  particular  female,  who  sat  apart,  and  was 
seemingly  labouring  under  a  shock  of  some  sort  or  other,  that 
materially  affected  her  nerves.  McBrain  saw,  at  a  glance,  tliat 
this  person  belonged  to  a  dass  every  way  superior  to  that  of 
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tvvai  the  Ughest  of  those  who  presseil  around  tbo  lubla.  Tlie 
&ce  was  concealed  in  a  handkerchief,  but  the  form  was  not  onlj 
youthful  but  highly  attractive.  Small,  delicate  hands  and  feel 
could  be  seen ;  Bucb  bands  and  feet  as  we  are  all  accustomed  tc 
see  in  an  American  girl,  who  baa  been  delicately  brought  up. 
Her  diesB  was  simple,  and  of  studied  modesty;  but  there  was 
ao  air  about  that,  which  a  little  surprised  the  kind-hearted  indi- 
ridual,  who  was  now  so  closely  observing  her. 

The  doctor  had  little  difficulty  in  leaming  from  those  neai 
him  that  this  "yoimg  woman,"  so  all  in  the  crowd  styled  her, 
though  it  was  their  practice  to  term  most  grls,  however  humble 
their  condition,  "ladies,"  had  been  residing  with  the  Goodwins 
for  a  few  weeks,  in  the  character  of  a  boarder,  as  some  asserted, 
while  others  affirmed  it  was  as  a  friend.  At  all  events,  there 
was  a  mystery  about  her;  and  most  of  the  girls  of  Biberrj  had 
called  her  proud,  because  she  did  not  join  in  their  frivolities, 
flirtations  and  viats.  It  was  true,  no  one  had  ever  thought  of 
discharging  the  duties  of  social  life  by  calling  on  her,  or  io 
making  the  advances  usual  to  well-bred  people ;  but  this  makefi 
little  difference  where  there  is  a  secret  consciousness  of  inferiority, 
and  of  an  inferiority  that  is  felt,  while  it  is  denied.  Such  things 
Me  of  every-day  occurrence,  in  countij-lifo  in  particular,  while 
American  town-life  is  hi  from  being  exempt  froia  the  weakness. 
In  older  countries,  the  laws  of  society  are  better  respected. 

It  was  now  plain  that  the  blight  of  suspicion  had  fallen  on 
this  unknown,  and  seemingly  friendless  girl.  If  the  fire  had 
l-een  communicated  intentionally,  who  so  likely  to  be  guilty  as 
she  ?  if  the  money  was  gone,  who  had  so  many  means  of  securing 
it  as  herself?  These  were  questions  that  passed  from  one  to 
another,  until  distrust  gathered  so  much  head,  that  the  coroner 
deemed  it  expedient  to  adjourn  the  inquest,  while  the  proof 
might  be  collected,  and  offered  in  proper  form. 

Dr.  MeBrain  wm,  by  nature,  kind-hearted;  then  be  could  not 
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taeSy  get  o^r  that  etubborn  adnntJ£c  &ct,  of  both  the  skeluloui] 
having  belonged  to  females.  It  is  trae  that,  admitting  thia  to 
be  the  case,  it  threw  very  little  light  on  the  matter,  and  in  no 
degree  lessened  anj  grounds  of  suspicion  that  might  properly 
rest  on  the  "yoimg  woman";  but  it  separated  him  from  the 
throng,  and  plaoed  his  mind  in  a  sort  of  middle  condition,  in 
which  he  fancied  it  might  be  prudent^  as  well  as  cbaribible,  (o 
doubt.  Perceiving  that  the  crowd  waa  disper^ng,  thoagh  not 
without  much  animated  discuBsion  in  under  tones,  and  that  the 
subject  of  all  this  conversation  stall  remained  in  her  solitary 
comer,  apparently  unconscious  of  what  was  going  on,  the  worthy 
doctor  approached  the  immovable  figure,  and  spoke. 

"  You  have  come  here  as  a  witness,  I  presume,"  he  said,  in  a 
gontle  tone;  "if  so,  your  attendance  just  now  will  no  longer  be 
necessary,  the  coroner  having  adjourned  the  inquest  until  to- 
morrow ^temoon." 

At  the  first  sound  of  his  voice,  the  solitary  female  removed  a 
fine  cambric  handkerchief  from  her  &ce,  and  permitted  her  new 
companion  to  look  upon  it.  We  shall  say  nothing,  here,  touch- 
ing that  countenance  or  any  other  peiBonal  peculiarity,  as  a  suffi- 
dently  minute  description  will  be  given  in  the  next  chapter, 
through  the  communications  made  by  Dr.  McBrain  to  Duns- 
comb.  Thanking  her  informant  for  his  information,  and  ex- 
changing a  few  brief  sentences  on  the  melancholy  business  which 
had  brought  both  there,  the  young  woman  arose,  made  a  slight 
but  very  graceful  inclination  of  her  body,  and  withdrew. 

Dr.  MeBrain'B  purpose  was  made  up  on  the  spot  He  saw 
very  plainly  that  a  £erc«  current  of  suspicion  was  setting  against 
(Lis  pleasing,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  friendless  young  creature; 
and  he  determined  at  once  to  hasten  back  to  town,  and  get  hin 
friend  to  go  out  to  Biberry,  without  a  moment's  delay,  that  he 
might  appear  there  that  very  afternoon  io  the  charaotor  of 
counsel  to  the  helpless. 
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CHAPTER  m. 


Uterdtanl  of  Vetdae. 

StrCH  was  the  substuice  of  the  commamcatJoii  that  Boctoi 
HcBr^  now  made  to  his  Mend,  Tom  Dunscomb.  The  latter 
had  listened  with  an  infeieat  he  did  not  care  to  betray^  a.ad  when 
.  the  other  waa  done  he  gaily  cried — 

"I'll  tell  the  widow  Updyke  of  yon,  Ned  I" 

"She  knows  the  whole  Btory  already,  and  is  very  anxious  lest 
yon  shonld  have  left  town,  to  go  to  the  Bockland  circuit,  where 
she  has  been  told  you  have  an  important  case  to  try." 

"The  canae  goes  over  on  account  of  the  opposite  connsel's 
being  in  the  court  of  appeals.  Ah's  me  I  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
mana^ng  a  cause  »uce  this  Code  of  Procedure  has  innovated  on 
all  our  comfortable  and  venerable  modes  of  doing  bu^csa.  I 
believe  I  shall  close  up  mj  affitirs,  and  retire,  as  soon  as  I  can 
bring  all  my  old  cases  to  a  termination." 

"  If  you  can  bring  those  old  cases  to  a  termination,  you  will 
be  the  first  lawyer  who  ever  did." 

"Yes,  it  is  true,  Ned,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coolly  taking  a 
[nnch  of  snuff,  "you  doctora  have  the  advantage  of  us,  in  this 
behalf;  your  ea»es  certainly  do  not  last  for  ever." 

"  Enough  of  this,  Tom — you  will  go  to  Bibeity,  I  take  it  foi 
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"  Yoa  liave  forgotten  the  fee.  Under  the  new  jode,  couipeii' 
HitJon  ia  a  matter  of  previous  agreement." 

"  You  shall  have  a  pleasant  excnieionj  over  good  roads,  in  the 
mouth  of  May,  in  an  easy  carriage,  and  dmwn  hy  a  pair  of  at 
•pirited  horses  as  over  trotted  on  the  Third  Avenue." 

"The  animals  you  have  just  purchased  in  honour  of  Mrs. 
Updyke  that  is — Mrs.  McBrain  that  ie  to  he — "  touching  tho 
hell,  and  adding  to  the  very  respectable  black  who  immediately 
answered  the  sommous,  "  Tell  Master  Jack  and  Miss  Sarah  X 
wish  to  see  them.  So,  Ned,  you  have  let  the  widow  know  all 
about  it,  and  she  does  not  pout  or  look  distrustful — that  is  a 
good  symptom,  at  least." 

"I  would  not  many  a  jealous  woman,  if  I  never  had  a  wifel" 

"  Then  yon  will  never  marry  at  all.  Why,  Dr.  McBrtun,  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  wwum  t«  be  distrostfitl — to  be  jealous — to 
fancy  things  that  are  merely  figments  of  the  brain." 

"  You  know  nothing  about  them,  and  would  be  wisest  to  be 
nlent — but  here  are  the  young  people  already,  to  ask  your 
pleasure." 

"Sarah,  my  dear,"  resumed  the  uncle  in  a  kind  and  affec- 
tionate tone  of  voice,  one  that  the  old  bachelor  almost  univer- 
sally held  towards  that  particular  relative,  "I  must  give  you  a 
little  trouble.  Go  into  my  room,  child,  and  put  up,  in  my  small- 
est travelling  bag,  a  clean  shirt,  a  handkerchief  or  two,  three  or 
fiinr  collars,  and  a  change  all  round,  for  a  short  expedition  into 
the  country." 

"Country!     Do  yoa  quit  us  to.day,  sir?" 

"Within  an  hour,  at  latest,"  looking  at  his  wateh.  "If  wo 
leave  the  door  at  ten,  we  can  reach  Biberry  before  the  inquest 
reassembles.    You  told  those  capital  beasts  of  yonrs,  Ned,  to 

"I  told  Stephen  to  give  them  a  hint  to  that  offijct,  Yon  ram 
roly  on  their  punctuality." 
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*'  Jack,  yOTi  liad  better  be  of  our  party.  I  go  on  some  legal 
ODjuneas  of  importance',  and  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  go  along, 
in  order  to  pick  up  an  idea,  or  two.'' 

"And  why  not  Mictael  also,  sir  ?  He  has  aa  much  need  of 
ideas  as  I  have  myself." 

A  pretty  general  laugh  succeeded,  though  Sarah,  who  was  just 
quitting  the  room,  did  not  join  in  it  She  rather  looked  grave, 
u  well  as  a  little  anxiously  towards  the  iast-namcd  neopliyte  of 
the  law. 

"  Shall  we  want  any  bodts,  sir  ?"  demanded  the  nephew. 

"Why,  yes — we  will  take  the  Code  of  Procedure.  One  can 
no  more  move  without  that,  just  now,  than  he  can  travel  in  some 
oountriea  without  a  passport.  Tes,  put  up  the  code.  Jack,  and 
we  '11  pick  it  to  pieces  as  we  trot  along." 

"  There  is  little  need  of  that,  sir,  if  what  they  say  he  true.  1 
hear,  from  all  qoarters,  that  it  is  doing  that  for  itself,  on  a 
gallop." 

"  Shame  on  thee,  lad  —  I  have  half  a  mind  to  banish  thee  to 
Philadelphia!  But  put  up  the  code;  thy  joke  can't  be  worse 
than  that  joke.  As  for  Michael,  he  can  accompany  as  if  he 
wish  it;  but  you  must  both  be  ready  by  ten.  At  ten,  precisely, 
we  quit  my  door,  in  the  chariot  of  Phoebus,  eh,  Ned?" 

"  Call  it  what  yon  please,  so  yon  do  but  go.  Be  actdve,  young 
gentlemen,  for  we  have  no  time  to  throw  away.  The  jnry  meet 
again  at  two,  and  we  have  several  hours  of  road  before  us.  I 
will  run  round  and  look  at  my  slate,  and  be  here  by  the  time 
yon  are  ready. 

On  this  suggestion  everybody  was  set  in  active  motion.  John 
went  for  his  books,  and  to  fill  a  small  rubber  bag  for  himself, 
Michael  did  the  same,  and  Sarah  was  busy  in  her  uncle's  room 
As  for  Dunscomb,  he  made  the  necessary  dispodtion  of  some 
papeiB,  wrote  two  or  three  notes,  imd  held  himself  at  tie  com- 
mand of  his  fiiend.     This  afiUr  was  just  the  sort  of  professional 


business  in  whicb  he  liked  to  be  engaged,  ffot  that  he  had  auj 
sympathy  with  crime,  for  he  was  strongly  averse  to  all  conuuu- 
nion  with  rogues ;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  by  the  reprosentationR 
of  the  doctor,  to  be  a  mission  of  mercy.  A  solitary,  young,  im- 
fiiended  female,  accused,  or  suspected,  of  a  most  heinous  crime, 
and  looking  around  for  a  protector  and  an  adyiser,  was  an  object 
too  interesting  for  a  man  of  hia  temperament  to  overlook,  under 
^  the  appeal  that  had  been  made.  Still  he  was  not  the  dupe  of  his 
feelings.  All  his  coolness,  sagacity,  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  professional  attainmeutfi,  were  just  as  active  in  him  as  they 
ever  had  been  in  his  life.  Two  things  he  imderatood  weU :  that 
we  are  much  too  often  deceived  by  outward  oigns,  mistaking 
character  by  means  of  a  fair  exterior,  and  studied  words,  and 
that  neither  youth,  beauty,  sex,  nor  personal  graces  were  infalli- 
ble preventivea  of  the  worst  o&noes,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  that, 
on  the  other,  mei/ nurture  distrust,  and  suspicion,  often,  until  it 
grows  too  large  to  be  concealed,  by  means  of  their  own  propensity 
(o  feed  die  ima^nation  and  to  exaggerate.  Against  these  two 
weaknesses  he  was  now  resolved  to  arm  himself;  and  when  the 
whole  parl^  drove  from  the  door,  our  coonsellor  was  as  dear- 
headed  and  impartial,  according  to  his  own  notion  of  the  matter, 
as  if  he  were  a  judge. 

By  this  time  the  young  men  had  obtained  a  general  notion  of. 
the  buuness  they  were  on,  and  the  very  first  subject  that  was 
started,  on  qmtting  the  door,  was  in  a  qnestiou  put  by  John 
M^ilmeter,  in  continnation  of  a  discussion  that  had  been  com 
menced  between  himself  and  his  tiiend. 

"  Mike  and  I  have  a  little  diffcreioe  of  opinion,  on  a  point 
connected  with  this  matter,  which  I  conld  wish  yon  to  settle  for 
us,  as  an  arbiter.  On  &e  supposition  that  yon  find  reason  to 
believe  that  this  young  woman  has  really  committed  these  hot- 
rible  dimes,  what  would  be  your  duty  in  the  case — to  oontinae 
to  befriend  hex,  and  advise  her,  and  nse  your  experience  and 


titlcnta  in  order  to  shield  her  ag^nst  Uic  penalties  of  the  \a.TT,  oi 
to  abandon  her  at  once?" 

"  In  plain  English,  Jack,  ^ou  and  your  brother  student  wish 
to  know  whether  I  am  to  act  as  a  palladium,  or  as  a  runagate,  in 
this  affair.  As  neophytes  in  your  craft,  it  may  be  well  to  sog- 
geat  to  yon,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  have  not  yet  been  fee'd.  I 
never  knew  a  lawyer's  conscience  trouble  him  about  questions  in 
casuistry,  nntdl  he  had  received  something  down." 

"Sut  you  can  suppose  that  something  paid,  in  this  case,  air, 
and  then  answer  our  question." 

"  This  is  just  the  case  in  which  I  can  suppose  nothing  of  the 
sort  Had  McBr^  given  me  to  understand  I  was  to  meet  a 
client,  with  a  welMined  purse,  who  waa  accused  of  arson  and 
murder,  I  would  have  seen  him  married  to  two  women,  at  the 
jomc  tame,  before  I  would  have  budged.  It's  the  want  of  a  fee 
that  takes  me  out  of  town,  this  morning." 

"  And  the  same  want,  I  trua^  dr,  will  stimulate  you  to  aolvu 
our  difficulty." 

The  uncle  laughed,  and  nodded  his  head,  much  aa  if  he  would 
Bay,  "Pretty  well  for  ymi;"  then  he  gave  a  thought  to  the  point 
in  professional  etliics  that  had  started  up  between  his  two 
students. 

"  This  is  a  very  old  question  with  tie  profession,  gentlemen," 
Duuscomb  answered,  a  little  more  gravely.  "You  will  find 
men  who  muntain  that  the  lawyer  has,  morally,  a  right  to  do 
whatever  his  client  would  do;  that  be  puts  himself  in  the  place 
of  the  man  he  defends,  and  is  expected  to  do  everything  pre- 
cisely as  if  he  were  the  accused  partf  himself.  I  rather  think 
that  some  vague  notion,  quite  as  loose  as  this,  prevails  pretty 
generally  among  what  one  may  call  the  minor  moralista  of  the 

"I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
Bome  such  rule  ought  to  govern  our  conduct^"  said  Michael  Mil- 
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Bnghm,  who  had  heen  in  Diinsconih'a  office  only  for  the  last  aix 
months. 

"  Then  you  have  heen  very  loosely  and  badly  instructed  in  the 
duties  of  an  advocate,  Mr,  Michael.  A  more  pernicious  doctrine 
was  never  broached,  or  one  better  suited  t«  make  men  scoundrels. 
Let  a  young  man  be^n  practice  with  such  nolaonsj  and  two  or 
three  thieves  for  clients  will  prepare  him  to  oonunit  petit  larceny, 
and  a  case  or  two  of  peijury  would  render  him  an  exquisite  at 
an  affidavit.  No,  my  boys,  here  is  your  rule  in  this  matter: 
an  advocate  has  a  right  to  do  whatever  his  client  has  a  right  to 
do — not  what  his  client  would  do." 

"  Sorely,  sir,  an  advocate  is  justified  in  telling  hJs  client  to 
plead  not  guiity,  though  guilty;  and  in  aiding  him  to  persaado 
a  jnry  to  acquit  him,  though  satisfied  himself  he  ought  to  bo 
convicted!" 

"Tou  have  got  bold  of  the  great  point  in  the  case.  Jack,  and 
one  on  which  something  may  be  said  on  both  sides.  The  law  is 
so  indulgent,  as  to  permit  an  accused  who  has  formally  pleaded 
'guilty,'  thus  making  a  distinct  admis^on  of  his  crime,  to  with- 
draw that  plea,  and  put  in  another  of  'not  guilty.'  Now,  had 
the  same  person  made  a  similar  admission  out  of  court,  and  under 
circumstances  that  put  threats  or  promises  out  of  the  question, 
the  law  would  have  accepted  that  admission  as'  the  best  possible 
evidence  of  his  guilt.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  an  nnder- 
standjng  eiisls,  to  which  the  justice  of  the  country  is  a  party, 
that  a  man,  though  guilty,  shall  get  himself  out  of  the  scrape,  if 
he  can  do  so  by  legal  means.  No  more  importance  is  attached 
(o  the  'not  guilty,'  than  to  the  'not  at  home'  to  a  viator;  i! 
being  understood,  by  general  convention,  that  neither  means  nny- 
thing.  Some  persona  are  so  squeamish,  as  to  cause  their  ser- 
rantB  to  say  '  they  are  engaged,'  by  way  of  not  telling  a  lie ; 
bat  a  lie  consists  in  the  intentional  deception,  and  '  not  in'  and 
'not  guilty'  mean  no  more,  in  the  one  case,  than  'you  can't  see 
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say  maeter/  and  in  tbe  other,  than  'I'll  mn  the  chances  of  a 
triaL'" 

"After  all,  ^,  this  is  going  pretty  near  the  iriud,  in  the  way 
of  morals." 

"  It  certainly  is.  The  Christian  man  who  haa  committed  a 
crime,  ought  not  to  attempt  to  deny  it  to  his  country,  as  he  cer- 
tainly cannot  to  his  God.  Yet,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
ill  a  thonsanJ  of  the  most  strait-laced  Christians  in  the  cont- 
manity  would  so  deny  their  guilt,  if  arraigned.  We  mnst  not 
tux  poor  hnman  nature  too  heavily,  though  I  think  the  conunon 
law  contains  many  things,  originating  in  a  jealon^  of  hereditary 
power,  that  it  is  great  folly  for  ns  to  preserve.  But,  while  we 
are  thos  settling  prindples,  we  fotget  facts.  You  have  told  me 
nothing  of  yonr  client,  Ned." 

"  What  would  you  wish  to  know  T' 

"  Yoa  called  her  young,  I  rememher ;  what  may  he  her  pro- 
rise  age?" 

"  That  is  mwe  than  I  know  J  somewhere  between  sixteen  and 
five-and-twenty." 

"  Rve-and-twenty  I     Is  she  as  old  as  that  f" 

"  I  radier  think  not ;  but  I  have  been  thinking  much  of  her 
ttiis  morning,  and  I  really  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  another 
human  being  who  is  ao  difficult  to  describe." 

"  She  haa  eyes,  of  course  V 

"  Two — and  very  expressive  they  are ;  though,  sworn,  I  coold 
not  t«ll  their  colonr." 

"And  hair?" 

"  In  very  great  proflision ;  so  much  of  it^  and  so  very  fine  and 
shining,  that  it  was  the  first  thing  about  her  person  which  I  ob' 
served.     Bat  I  have  not  the  least  notion  of  its  colonr." 

"Was  it  red?" 

"No;  nor  yellow,  nor  golden,  nor  hhuk.,  nor  brown, — and  yet 
a  little  of  all  blended  together,  I  should  say." 
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"  Ned,  1  'II  tell  tie  Widow  Updyte  of  thee,  thou  roguo  I" 

"  Tell  her,  and  welcome.  She  has  asked  me  all  these  qnestiu<u 
herself,  this  very  morning." 

"  Oh,  shij  has,  lias  she  ?  Umph  1  Woman  never  ohaugea  hel 
nature.  Yoa  cannot  say  anything  ahont  the  eyes,  beyond  the 
fcet  of  their  being  very  eipressive  ?" 

"And  pleafflcg;  more  than  that,  even — engaging;  winning,  ii 
a  better  term," 

"Ned,  you  dog,  you  have  never  told  the  widow  one-half!" 

"  Eveiy  syllable.  I  even  went  iartber,  and  declared  I  had 
never  beheld  a  countenance  that,  in  so  Ehort  an  interview,  made 
BO  deep  an  impression  on  me.  If  I  were  not  to  see  iMs  yotmg 
woman  again,  I  should  never  forget  the  espreesJon  of  her  face — ■ 
BO  spirited,  so  sad,  so  gentle,  so  feminine,  and  bo  very  intelligent. 
It  seemed  to  me  to  be  what  I  should  call  an  illuminated  coun- 
tenance." 

"  Handsome  ?" 

"Not  unusually  so,  among  our  sweet  Ameiican  girls,  except 
through  the  expression.  That  was  really  wonderful;  though, 
you  will  remember,  I  saw  her  under  very  pecnliar  circum- 
stances." 

"  Oh,  exceedingly  peculiar.  Dear  old  soul ;  what  a  thump  sho 
has  ^ven  him  I  How  were  her  mouth  and  her  teeth? — com- 
plexion, stature,  figure,  and  smile?" 

"  I  can  tell  you  little  of  all  these.  Her  teeth  are  fine ;  for  she 
gave  me  a  laiat  smile,  Buch  as  a  lady  is  apt  to  give  a  man  in 
quitting  him,  and  I  saw  juat  enough  of  the  teetb  to  know  that 
they  are  exceedingly  fine.  You  smile,  young  gentlemen ;  but  yow 
may  have  a  care  for  your  hearts,  in  good  truth ;  for  if  this  strange 
girl  interests  either  of  you  one-half  as  much  as  she  has  interested 
me,  she  will  be  either  Mrs.  John  Wilmeter,  or  Mrs.  Michael 
Millington,  within  a  twelvemonth." 

Michael  looked  very  sure  that  ahe  would  never  fill  the  labt 
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rituadon,  nbich  was  already  bespobe  for  Miss  Sarah  Wilmetar; 
!Uid  as  for  Jack,  Le  laughed  outright. 

"  We  'II  tell  Mrs.  Updyte  of  him,  when  we  get  back,  and  break 
off  that  affeor,  at  leaat,"  cried  the  tmcle,  winking  at  the  nephew, 
but  in  a  way  his  friend  should  see  liim ;  "  then  tliere  will  be  oqq 
marriage  the  less  in  the  worid." 

"  But  is  lihe  a  lady,  doctor?"  demanded  John,  after  a  ehoH 
pause.  "  My  wife  must  have  some  trifling  claims  in  that  way,  I 
can  assure  you." 

"Aa  for  family,  educaUon,  association  and  iurtune,  I  can  say 
nothing, — I  know  nothing.  Tet  will  I  take  upon  myself  t<, 
ny  she  u  a  lady,  —  and  that,  in  the  strict  ^gnifioation  of  the- 
term." 

"  You  are  not  serious  now,  Ned !"  esclwned  the  counsellor, 
fnickly.  "  Not  a  hmy  fide,  as  some  of  our  gentlemen  have  it  7 
i'ou  cannot  mean  exactly  what  you  say." 

"  I  do,  though ;  and  that  literally." 

"  And  she  suspected  of  arson  and  murder  I  Where  are  her 
connecfions  and  friends, — those  who  made  her  a  lady?  Why 
is  she  there  alone,  and,  as  you  say,  un&iended  ?" 

"So  it  seemed  lo  me.  Ton  might  a3  well  ask  me  why  she 
is  there,  at  all.  I  know  nothing  of  all  this.  I  heard  plenty 
of  reasons  in  the  street,  why  she  ought  to  be  distrusted, — nay, 
convicted;  for  the  feeling  agwnst  her  had  got  to  be  intense,  be- 
ftire  I  left  Biberry;  but  no  one  could  tell  me  whence  she  came, 
or  why  she  was  there." 

"Did  yon  learn  her  name?" 

"Yes;  that  was  in  every  mouth,  and  I  could  not  help  hearing 
■t.  She  was  called  Mary  Monson  by  the  people  of  Biberry-— 
Lttt  I  much  doubt  if  that  be  her  real  name." 

"So,  your  angel  in  dipguisse  will  hare  to  bo  tried  under  an 
alidsl'  That  is  not  much  in  her  favour,  ffed.  I  shall  ask  no 
OiOKi  questions,  hat  wait  patiently  to  see  and  judge  for  myself."    , 


The  young  men  put  a  few  more  iBterrogatories,  nhidt  wcra 
civilly  aoEnered,  and  then  the  eubject  was  dropped.  Well  it  has 
been  Baid  that  "God  made  the  couutiy;  man  made  the  town." 
No  one  feels  this  more  than  he  who  has  been  shat  up  between 
walls  of  brick  and  stone  for  many  months,  on  his  fiiBt  escape  into 
the  open,  unfettered  fields  and  winding  pleasant  roads.  Thni 
was  it  now  with  Dunscomb.  He  had  not  been  out  of  town 
Bince  the  previous  Rummer,  and  great  was  his  delight  at  smelling 
the  fragrance  of  the  orchards,  and  feasting  his  eyes*  on  their 
beauties.  All  the  other  charms  of  the  season  came  in  aid  of 
these,  and  when  the  carnage  drove  into  the  long,  broad,  and  we 
might  almost  say  single  street  of  Biberry,  Dunscomb  in  particu- 
lar was  in  a  moat  tranquil  and  pleasant  state  of  mind.  He  had 
oome  out  to  assist  a  friendless  woman,  cheerfully  and  without  a 
thought  of  the  sacrifice,  either  as  to  tame  or  money,  though  in 
reflecting  on  all  Hie  circumstances  he  be^n  to  have  his  doubts 
nf  the  wisdom  of  the  step  he  had  taken.  Nevertheless,  he  pre. 
scn'ed  his  native  calmness  of  manner,  and  coolness  of  head. 

Biberry  was  found  to  be  in  a  sl^te  of  high  cscitement.  There 
were  at  least  a  dozen  physicians  collected  there,  all  iroja  the 
county,  and  five  or  six  reporters  had  come  from  town.  Rmnoors 
of  all  sorts  were  a^oat,  and  Mary  Monson  was  a  name  in  every 
person's  mouti.  She  had  not  been  arrested,  however,  it  having 
been  deemed  premature  for  thatj  but  she  was  vigilantly  watched, 
and  two  large  truaks  of  which  she  was  the  mistress,  as  well  as 
«n  oilskin-covered  box  of  some  size,  if  not  absolutely  seized,  were 
BO  placed  that  their  owner  had  no  access  to  them.  This  atate  of 
things,  however,  did  not  seem  to  give  the  suspected  ^1  any 
uneasiness;  she  was  content  with  what  a  carpet-bag  contained, 
uid  with  which  she  s^d  she  was  comfortable.  It  was  a  question 
with  the  wiseacres  whether  she  knew  that  she  was  suspected  oi 


JTad  Dunscomb  yielded  to  Mel'rnin's  solicitationa,  he 
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have  gone  at  once  to  the  house  in  which  Mary  Monaoa  was  now 
lodged,  bat  he  preferred  adopting  &  difierent  oouree.  He  thought 
tt  the  most  prudent  to  be  a  looker-on,  until  after  the  next  ezami* 
nation,  which  was  now  close  at  hand.  Wary  hy  long  habit,  and 
eool  by  temperament,  he  wafi  disposed  to  observe  the  Blate  of 
things  before  he  committed  himself.  The  presence  of  the  r»- 
porters  annoyed  him ;  not  that  he  stood  in  any  dread  of  the  low 
tyranny  that  is  ao  apt  to  characterize  this  class  of  men,  for  no 
member  »f  the  bar  had  held  them,  and  the  puny  efforts  of  many 
among  them  to  build  up  and  take  away  profesaional  character,  in 
greater  contempt  than  he  had  done ;  but  he  disliked  to  have  his 
name  mixed  np  with  a  cause  of  this  magnitude,  unless  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  go  through  with  it.  In  Qua  tomper,  then, 
no  commimicatiua  was  held  with  Mary  Monson,  until  they  met, 
at  the  hour  appointed  for  the  inquest,  in  the  court-house. 

The  room  was  crowded,  at  least  twice  as  many  having  collected 
on  this  oceasiou  as  had  got  together  on  the  sudden  call  of  the 
previous  examinatdou.  Bunscomb  observed  that  the  coroner 
looked  grave,  like  a.  man  who  felt  he  had  important  business  on 
his  hands,  while  a  stem  expeetation  was  the  expression  common 
to  nearly  all  the  others  present  He  was  an  utter  stranger,  him- 
self, oven  by  sight,  to  every  being  present,  his  own  party  and 
two  or  three  of  the  reporters  excepted.  These  last  no  sooner 
observed  him,  however,  than  out  came  their  little  note-hooks,  and 
the  gold  pens  were  at  work,  scribbling  something.  It  was  pro- 
bably a  sentence  to  say,  "  we  observed  among  the  crowd  Thomas 
Dunscomb,  Esquire,  the  weU-known  counsel  from  the  city ;"  but 
DoDSComb  cared  vci;  little  for  such  vulgarisms,  and  continued 
pasnve. 

As  soon  as  the  inquest  was  organiEcd,  the  coroner  directed  s 
physician  of  the  neighbourhood  to  be  put  on  the  stand.  It  had 
gone  forth  that  a  "city  doctor"  had  intimatod  that  neither  of  the 
skeletons  was  that  of  Peter  Goodwin,  and  there  was  a  e 
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wish  to  confront  him  with  a  high  couutry  authority.  It  wsa 
while  the  medical  man  now  in  request  was  sent  for,  that  MoBrain 
pointed  out  to  Dunacomb  the  person  of  Mary  Honson.  She  sat 
in  a  comer  different  from  that  she  had  occupied  the  day  hefoire, 
seemingly  for  the  same  purpose,  or  that  of  being  alone.  Alone 
ahe  was  not,  strictly,  however ;  a  respectable-looking  female,  of 
middle  age,  being  at  her  side.  Thia  was  a  Mrs.  Jones,  the  wifs 
jf  0  clergyman,  who  had  charitably  offered  the  suspected  young 
stranger  a  home  under  her  own  roof,  pending  the  inttfatigation. 
It  waa  thought,  generally,  that  Mary  Mouaon  had  but  very  vague 
notions  of  the  distrust  that  rested  oa  her,  it  being  a  part  of  the 
plan  of  those  who  were  esercising  all  their  wila  to  detect  the 
crimina],  that  she  was  first  to  learn  this  fact  in  open  court,  and 
under  circumstances  likely  to  elicit  some  proofe  of  guilt.  When 
Dunscomb  learned  thia  artifice,  he  saw  how  ungenerous  and  un- 
manly it  was,  readily  imaged  a  dozen  signs  of  weakness  that  a 
female  might  exhibit  in  such  a  strait,  that  had  no  real  connection 
with  crime,  and  felt  a  strong  disposition  to  seek  an  interview,  and 
put  the  suspected  party  on  her  guard.  It  waa  too  late  for  this, 
however,  just  then ;  and  he  contented  himself,  for  the  moment, 
with  studying  such  signs  of  character  and  consciousness  as  his 
native  sagacity  and  long  experience  enabled  him  to  detect. 

Although  nothing  could  be  more  simple  or  unpretending  than 
Ihc  atlire  of  Mary  Monson,  it  waa  clearly  that  of  a  lady.  Bveiy- 
Ihing  about  her  denoted  that  station,  or  wigin;  though  everything 
about  her,  as  Dunscomb  fancied,  also  denoted  a  deare  to  bring 
herself  down,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  level  of  those  around 
her,  most  probably  that  she  might  not  attract  particular  attention 
Our  lawyer  did  not  exactly  like  this  slight  proof  of  management, 
and  wished  it  were  not  so  apparent.  He  could  see  the  hands, 
feet,  figure,  hair,  and  general  air  of  the  female  he  waa  ao  strangely 
called  on  to  make  the  subject  of  his  invcstigatioua,  but  he  could 
not  yet  sec  her  Kicc.     The  last  w.'u*  agwn  covered  with  a  cambria 
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fcandkerohief,  the  baud  which  held  it  being  ungloved.  It  was  a 
prettj  little  AmericuD  band ;  white,  well-proportioned,  and  deli* 
Cate.  It  was  clear,  that  neither  its  proportions  nor  ita  colour  had 
been  changed  bj  uses  tinsuited  to  its  owner's  sos  or  yean.  Bat 
it  had  no  ring,  in  this  age  of  be-je welled  &igers.  It  was  the  left 
band,  moreover,  and  the  foorlb  finger,  like  all  the  rest,  bad  no 
ornament,  or  wgn  of  matrimony.  He  inferred  from  this,  that  the 
utranger  was  nnniarried ;  one  of  the  last  things  that  a  wife  usually 
bys  aside  being  her  wedding-ring.  The  foot  corresponded  with 
the  hand,  and  was  decidedly  the  smaUeat,  beat-formed,  and  best- 
decorated  foot  in  Biberzy.  John  Wilraeter  thought  it  the 
prettiest  he  had  ever  seen.  It  was  not  studiously  exhibited, 
however,  but  rested  naturally  and  gracefully  in  its  proper  pkce. 
The  figure  generally,  bo  far  as  a  capacious  shawl  would  aUow  of 
its  being  seen,  was  pleasing,  graceful,  and  a  little  remarkable  for 
accuracy  of  proportions,  as  well  as  of  attire. 

Once  or  twice  Mrs.  Jones  spoke  to  her  oompemon }  and  it  was 
when  answering  some  question  thus  put,  that  Duusoomb  first  got 
a  glimpso  of  his  intended  client's  face.  The  handkerchief  was 
partly  removed,  and  remained  so  long  enough  to  enable  bim  to 
make  a  few  brief  observations.  It  was  then  tliat  he  felt  the  per- 
fect justice  of  bis  friend's  description.  It  was  an  indescribable 
countenance,  in  all  things  but  its  eSect ;  which  was  quite  as 
marked  on  the  lawyer,  as  it  had  been  on  the  physician.  But  the 
arrival  of  Dr.  Coe  put  an  end  to  these  observations,  and  drew  all 
oyea  on  that  individual,  who  was  immediately  sworn.  The  cus- 
tomary preliminary  questions  were  put  to  this  witness,  respeclin 
his  profession,  length  of  practice,  residence,  &a.,  when  the  exarai 
nation  turned  more  on  the  matter  immediately  under  investigation 

"  You  see  those  objecte  on  the  table,  doctor?"  said  the  coroner. 
**  What  do  you  say  they  are  7" 

"Osta  hommm;  human  bones,  much  de&ced  and  charred 
by  beat" 
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"  Do  yoa  fiad  tmj  proof  about  them  of  violence  committed, 
bejoad  the  damage  done  by  fire  f" 

"  Certainly.  There  U  the  os  fronlis  at  each  fractured  by  A 
blow;  a  commoD blow,  as  I  should  judgo." 

"  What  do  you  mean,  sir,  by  a  common  blow  ?  An  accidental, 
or  an  intentional  blow  ?" 

"  By  common  blow,  I  mean  that  one  blow  did  the  damage  to 
both  eranys." 

"Cramff — how  do  you  spell  that  word,  doctor?  Common 
folks  got  put  out  by  foreign  tongues." 

"  Cranys,  in  the  plural,  dr.  We  aay  crantum,  for  one  skull,  and 
crany,  for  two," 

"  I  wonder  what  he  would  say  for  numskull  ?"  whispered  John 
to  Hichael. 

"  Yea,  wr ;  I  underFtand  yoo,  now.  I  trust  the  reporters  will 
get  it  right." 

"  Oh  !  they  never  make  any  mistakes,  especially  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings," quietly  remarked  Mr.  Dunscomb  to  the  doctor.  "  In 
matters  of  law  and  the  constitution,  they  are  of  proof!  Talk  of 
letters  on  the  constitution  I  What  are  equal  tn  those  that  coma 
to  ua,  hibemaUjf,  ss  one  may  say,  from  Waahingtfln  ?" 

"HibemiaUy  would  be  the  better  word,"  answered  McBrain, 
in  the  same  under  tone. 

"  You  ought  to  know ;  your  grandfather  was  an  Irishman, 
Ned.     But  listen  to  this  examination." 

"  And  now,  Dr.  Coe,  have  the  goodness  to  look  at  these  skele- 
tons," resumed  the  coroner,  "and  tell  us  whether  they  belong  to 
man,  woman,  or  child.  Whether  they  are  the  remains  of  adults, 
W  of  children." 

"  Of  adults,  ccrbunly.  On  that  point,  sir,  I  conoeiTo  there  can 
tx  no  doubt." 

"  And  as  to  the  sex  ?" 

"  I  should  think  that  is  equally  olctu-.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
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me  aru  Ih:  remains  of  Peter  Goodwin,  aad  the  otber  those  of 
his  wife.  Science  can  diatingnish  between  the  sexea,  in  ordinary 
cases,  I  allow ;  but  this  is  a  case  in  which  science  is  at  fault,  fof 
want  of  fiicts;  and  takmg  all  the  known  circumstances  into  con- 
sideration, I  have  no  hesitation  in  sa^ng  that,  acoordiug  to  my 
best  judgment,  those  are  (he  remains  of  the  missing  man  and 
woman  —  man  and  wife." 

"  Am  I  to  nnderstand  that  yon  recognize  the  particular  skele- 
tons by  my  outward,  uisible  proofe?" 

"Yes;  there  is  the  stature.  Both  of  the  deceased  were  well 
known  to  me ;  and  I  should  aaj,  that  making  the  nsnal  allowance 
for  the  absence  of  the  muscuU,  the  pellis,  and  other  known  sub- 
stances  

"  Doctor,  would  it  be  just  as  agreeable  to  you  to  use  the  com- 
mon dialect?"  demanded  a  shrewd-looking  farmer,  one  of  the 
jury,  who  appeared  equally  amused  and  veied  at  this  display  of 
UKtming. 

"  Certainly,  air — certainly,  Mr.  Blore ;  museuli  means  muscles, 
and  pellis  is  the  skin.  Abstract  the  muscles  and  skin,  and  the 
other  intermediate  substances,  from  the  boues,  and  the  apparent 
Btature  would  be  reduced,  as  a  matter  of  coiu^.  KaMng  those 
allowances,  I  see  in  those  skeletons  the  remains  of  Peter  and 
Dorothy  Goodwin.    Of  the  tact,  I  entertain  no  manner  of  doubt." 

As  J)t.  Coe  was  very  sincere  in  what  he  aaid,  he  expressed 
himself  somewhat  earnestly,  A  great  many  eyes  were  turned 
triumphantly  towards  the  stranger  who  had  presumed  to  intimate 
that  the  bones  of  both  the  remains  were  those  of  women,  when 
everybody  in  and  about  Biberry  knew  Peter  Goodwin  so  well, 
and  knew  that  his  wife,  if  anything,  was  the  taller  of  the  two. 
No  one  in  all  that  crowd  doubled  as  to  the  foot,  except  McBrain 
nnd  his  &icnd ;  and  the  last  doubted  altogether  on  the  faith  of 
the  doctor's  science.  He  had  never  known  him  mistaken,  though 
often  examined  in  court,  and  wa^  aware  that  the  bar  coDsidwed 
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bim  one  of  the  safeat  and  surest  witnesses  ttiey  could  employ  ia 
all  coses  of  controverted  facte. 

Dr.  Coc's  examination  proceeded. 

"  Have  you  a  direct  knowledge  of  any  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  fire?"  demanded  the  coroner. 

"  A  little,  perhaps.  I  waa  called  to  viat  a  .patient  about  mid- 
night, and  was  ohliged  to  pass  directly  before  the  door  of  Good 
win's  house.  The  jury  knows  that  it  stood  on  a  retired  road,  and 
that  one  would  not  be  likely  to  meet  with  any  person  travelling 
it,  so  early  in  the  morning.  I  did  pass,  however,  two  men,  who 
were  walking  yeiy  fast,  and  in  the  directioD  of  Goodwin's.  I 
could  not  see  their  faces,  nor  did  I  know  them  by  their  figures 
and  movements.  As  I  see  everybody,  and  know  almost  eveiy- 
body,  hereabouts,  I  concluded  they  were  strangers.  About  four, 
I  was  on  my  return  along  the  same  road,  and  as  my  sulky  rose 
to  the  top  of  Windy  HiU,  I  got  a  view  of  Goodwin's  house. 
The  flames  were  just  streaming  oat  of  the  east  end  of  the  roof, 
and  the  little  wing  on  that  end  of  the  building,  in  which  the  old 
folks  slept,  was  in  a  bright  blaze.  The  other  end  was  not  much 
injured  j  and  I  saw  at  an  upper  window  the  figure  of  a  female — ■ 
she  resembled,  as  well  as  I  could  judge  by  that  light,  and  at  that 
distance,  the  young  lady  now  present,  and  who  is  said  to  have 
occupied  the  chamber  under  the  roof,  in  the  old  house,  for  some 
time  past;  though  I  can't  say  I  have  ever  seen  her  there,  nulesa 
I  saw  her  then,  under  the  circumstances  mentioned.  The  old 
people  could  not  have  been  as  ailing  this  spring  as  was  common 
with  them,  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have  been  stopped  by  them 
once.  They  never  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  for  the  doctor, 
but  seldom  let  me  go  past  the  door,  without  calling  me  in." 

"  Did  yon  see  any  one  beside  the  figure  of  the  female  at  the 
window  ?" 

"  Yes.  There  were  two  men  beneath  that  window,  and  they 
appeared  to  me  to  be  speaking  to,  or  holding  some  sort  of  ocott- 


ffiuaication  wiUi,  the  female.  I  saw  gestorea,  and  I  saw  oue  oi 
two  aitjelee  thrown  out  of  the  window.  My  view  was  only  for  > 
minute;  and  when  I  reached  the  hoosej  a  considerable  crowd  had 
collected,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  to  observe,  particulailj  in  a 
scene  of  such  confusion." 

"  Was  the  female  still  at  the  upper  window,  when  you  reached 
(Le  house  ?" 

"  No.  I  saw  the  lady  now  present  standing  near  the  burning 
building,  and  held  by  a  man — Peter  Davidson,  I  think  it  was — ' 
who  told  me  she  wanted  to  rush  into  &e  tiouae  to  look  for  the 
old  folks." 

"Did  yon  see  any  efforts  of  that  sort  in  her?" 

"  Certainly.  She  struggled  to  get  away  from  Peter,  and  acted 
like  a  person  who  wished  to  rush  into  the  burning  building." 

"Were  the  struggles  natural — or  might  they  not  have  been 
affected  ?" 

"  They  might.  If  it  was  acting,  it  wm  good  acting.  I  have 
Keen  as  good,  however,  in  my  life." 

The  doctor  had  a  moaning  manner,  that  said  more  tbon  bis 
words.  He  spoke  very  low — so  low  as  not  to  be  audible  to  those 
who  eat  in  the  farther  parts  of  the  room ;  which  will  explain  tba 
perfect  indifference  fo  his  testimony,  that  was  manifested  by  tie 
subject  of  bis  remarks.  An  impression,  however,  was  made  oc 
the  jmy,  which  was  composed  of  men  much  disposed  to  push  dis- 
trust to  demonstration. 

The  coroner  now  thought  it  time  to  spring  the  principal  mine, 
which  bad  been  carefully  preparing  during  the  recess  in  the  in- 
vestigation; and  be  ordered  "Mary  Monson"  to  be  called — a 
witness  who  had  been  regularly  summoned  to  attend,  among  Qit 
ytcmd  of  persons  that  had  received  umilar  notice. 
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CHAPTEE  rv. 

M7  deed's  DpiHi  m;  bead !    I  crave  tbe  luir. 
The  peniltj  snd  E>rfeit  of  my  bond. 

The  eyes  of  Dnu^comb  were  festcned  intentlj'  on  the  fenula 
Btranger,  as  ebe  advauced  to  tlie  place  occupied  by  the  witnesses. 
Her  features  denoted  ablation,  certainly ;  but  he  saw  no  trace* 
of  guilt.  It  seemed  so  improbable,  moreover,  that  a  young  woman 
of  her  years  and  appearance  should  be  guilty  of  bo  dark  an  offence, 
and  tliat  for  money,  too,  that  all  the  chances  were  in  fitvour  of 
her  innocence.  8till,  there  were  suspicious  circumstances,  out 
of  all  question,  connected  with  her  situation;  and  be  was  too 
much  esperienced  in  the  strange  and  unaccountable  ways  of 
crime,  not  to  be  Blow  to  form  hia  conclusions. 

The  face  of  Mary  Monson  waa  now  &lly  exposed ;  it  being 
customary  to  cause  female  witnesses  to  remove  their  hats,  in  order 
that  the  jurors  may  observe  th^  countenances.  And  -what  a 
countenance  it  was  !  Feminine,  open,  with  scarce  a  trace  of  tlie 
ordinary  passions  about  it,  and  illaminated  from  within,  as  wo 
have  already  intimated.  The  gjrl  nught  have  been  twenty,  though 
she  afterwards  stated  her  age  to  be  a  little  more  than  twenty-one 
— perhaps  the  most  interesting  period  of  a  female's  existence. 
Tbe  features  were  not  particularly  regular,  and  an  artist  might 
have  discovered  various  drawbacks  on  her  beauty,  if  not  positive 
defects;  bnt  no  earthly  being  could  have  quarrelled  with  the 
exprefitdon.    That  was  a  mixture  of  intelligence,  softness,  spiritj 
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and  feminine  innocence,  that  did  not  £iil  to  produce  an  iinpressioD 
on  a  crowd  which  had  almost  settled  down  into  a  firm  conviction 
of  her  guilt.  Some  even  doubled,  and  most  of  those  present 
thought  it  very  strange. 

The  reportcra  began  to  write,  casting  their  eyes  eagerly  to- 
wards  this  witness ;  and  John  Dunscomb,  who  sat  near  them,  soon 
discovered  that  there  were  material  discrepancies  in  their  desorip- 
lionB.  These,  however,  were  amicably  settled  by  comparing 
notes;  and  when  the  accounts  of  that  day's  examination  appeared 
in  the  journals  of  the  time,  they  were  sufficiently  consistent  with 
each  other;  much  more  so,  indeed,  than  with  the  truth  in  ita 
severer  aspects.  There  was  no  wish  to  mislead,  probably;  but 
the  whole  system  has  the  capital  defect  of  maMng  a  trade  of 
news.  The  hktory  of  passing  events  comes  to  us  sufficiently 
clouded  and  obscured  by  the  most  vulgar  and  least  praiseworthy 
of  all  our  lesser  infirmitJes,  even  when  left  to  take  what  may  be 
termed  its  natural  conrse;  but,  as  soon  as  the  money-getting  prin- 
ciple is  applied  to  it,  &cts  become  articles  for  the  market,  and 
go  up  and  down,  much  as  do  other  commodities,  in  the  regular 
prices-current. 

Mary  Monson  trembled  a  little  when  sworn;  hut  she  had  en- 
deutly  braced  her  nerves  for  the  trial.  Women  are  very  capable 
of  self-command,  even  in  situations  as  foreign  to  their  habits  as 
this,  if  they  have  time  to  compose  themselves,  and  to  come 
forward  under  the  influence  of  resolutions  deliberately  formed. 
Such  was  probably  the  state  of  mind  of  this  solitary  and  seem- 
ingly unfriended  young  woman ;  for,  though  pale  as  death,  she 
was  apparently  composed.  We  say  unfriended  —  Mrs.  Jones, 
herself,  having  given  all  her  friends  to  understand  that  she  had 
invited  the  stranger  to  her  house  under  a  sense  of  general  duty, 
tnd  not  on  account  of  any  private  or  particular  interest  she  felt 
in  her  afimrs.  She  was  as  much  a  stranger  to  her,  as  to  over> 
one  else  in  the  village. 
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"  Will  jou  be  so  good  as  to  tell  us  your  name,  place  or  onfc 
Dftry  residence,  and  usual  occupation  ?"  asked  the  coroner,  in  a 
if  J,  cold  manner,  though  not  until  he  had  offered  the  witness  » 
Beat,  in  compliment  to  her  sex. 

If  tlie  face  of  Mar;  j\f  onson  was  pole  the  instant  before,  it  now 
flushed  to  scarlet.  The  tint  that  appears  in  the  August  evening 
Bky,  when  heat-lightning  illuminates  the  horizon,  ia  scarce  more 
briglit  than  that  which  chafed  the  previous  pallid  hue  &om  her 
cheeks.  Dimscomb  understood  her  dilemma,  and  interposed, 
She  was  equally  unwilling  to  tell  her  real  name,  and  to  give  a 
£)lse  one,  under  the  solemn  responsibility  of  an  oath.  There  is, 
probahly,  less  of  deliberate,  calculated  &lBe-swearing,  than  of  any 
other  offence  against  justice;  few  having  the  nerve,  or  the  moral 
obtuseness,  that  is  necessary  to  perjury.  We  do  not  mean  hy 
this,  that  all  which  legal  witnesses  say  ia  true,  or  the  half  of  it; 
for  ignorance,  dull  ima^ations  working  out  solutions  of  half- 
comprehended  proportions,  and  the  strong  propensity  we  all  feel 
to  see  things  as  we  have  expected  to  find  them,  in  a  measure 
disqualifies  fully  half  of  those  on  whom  the  law  has  devolved  a 
most  important  duty,  to  discharge  it  with  due  Intelligence  and 
impartiality. 

"  As  a  member  of  the  bar,  I  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  wit- 
ness," said  Dunscomb,  riMug.  "  She  is  evidently  unaeqaainted 
with  her  true  position  here,  and  consequently  with  her  rights. 
Jack,  get  a  glass  of  water  for  the  young  lady;"  and  never  did 
Jack  obey  a  request  of  his  uncle  with  greater  alacrity.  "A 
wituess  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  treated  as  a  criminal,  or 
one  suspected,  without  being  apprised  that  the  law  does  not 
require  of  those  thus  circumstanced,  answers  affecting  them- 

Ihmaeomb  had  listened  more  to  his  feelings  than  to  his  legal 
knowledge,  in  offering  this  objection,  inasmuch  as  no  very  search. 
iDg  question  had,  as  yet,  been  put  to  Mary  Monson,     This  the 


coroner  eaw,  and  lie  did  sot  fail  to  let  it  be  understood  tLa.t  he 
iraa  aware  of  the  weakness  of  the  objection. 

"  Coronera  are  not  governed  by  precisely  the  same  rules  a* 
ordinary  committing  ma^trat^s,"  he  quietly  obserred,  ''  though 
tre  equally  respect  the  rules  of  evidence.  No  witness  is  obliged 
to  answer  a  question  before  an  inquest,  that  will  criminate  him- 
self, any  more  than  at  the  Oyer  and  Terminer.  If  the  lady  will 
say  she  does  not  wish  to  tell  her  real  name,  beeaiae  U  mat/  eri- 
miitate  her,  I  shall  not  press  the  question  myself,  or  allow  it  to 
be  pressed  by  others." 

"Very  true,  sir;  but  the  law  requires,  in  these  preliminary 
proceedings,  no  more  than  such  accuracy  as  is  convenient  in 
making  out  the  records.  I  conceive  that  in  llus  particular  case 
the  question  might  be  varied  by  asUng, '  You  are  known  by  the 
name  of  Mary  Monson,  I  believe?'  " 

"  What  great  harm  can  it  be  to  this  young  female  to  give  her 
real  name,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  as  I  understand  you  are  that  <^tin- 
guishcd  counsellor,  if  she  be  perfectiy  innocent  of  the  death  of 
ihe  Goodwins?" 

"A  perfectly  innocent  person  may  have  good  reasons  for  wish- 
ing to  conceal  her  name.  These  reasons  obtain  additional  force 
wbeu  wo  look  around  us,  and  see  a  committee  of  reporters,  who 
Btiuid  ready  to  transmit  all  that  passes  to  the  press; — but,  it 
might  better  serve  the  ends  of  justice  to  allow  me  to  confer  with 
the  witness  in  private." 

"With  all  my  heart,  air.  Take  her  into  one  of  the  jury 
rooms,  and  I  will  put  another  physidan  on  the  stand.  When 
you  are  through  with  your  consultation,  Mr,  Dunscomb,  wc 
ihail  be  ready  to  proceed  with  your  client." 

.  Dunscomb  offered  his  arm  to  the  girl,  and  led  her  through  the 
(irowd,  while  a  third  medical  man  was  sworn.  This  witness  cor- 
roborated all  of  Dr.  Coe's  opinions,  treating  the  supposition  that 
both  the  skeletons  were  those  of  women  with  very  little  respect 


84  THB     TTAYO     or     THB     HOUR. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  suspected  stranger  lost  a  great  deal 
of  ground  in  the  course  of  that  half-hour.  In  the  first  place,  the 
disousfuon  about  the  name  waa  received  very  much  as  an  adaus- 
uon  of  guilt;  for  Dunscomb's  argnmeut  that  persons  who  were 
innocent  might  have  manj  reasons  for  concealing  their  names, 
did  not  carry  much  weight  with  the  good  people  of  Biberry. 
Then  any  doubts  which  might  have  been  raised  by  McBrain'a 
KuggesUon  conc«rmDg  the  nature  of  the  skeletons,  were  effectually 
removed  by  the  corroborating  testimony  of  Dr.  Shorty  who  ho 
'.  fully  sustained  Br.  Ooe.  80  much  are  the  Americans  accus- 
tomed to  refer  the  decision  of  nearly  all  quesdons  to  numbers, 
it  scarcely  exaggerates  the  truth  to  say  that,  on  the  stand,  the 
opinion  of  balf-a-dozen  country  surveyors  touching  a  problem 
in  geometry,  would  be  very  apt  to  overshadow  that  of  a  professor 
from  West  Point,  or  old  Tale.  Majorities  are  the  primum 
mobile  of  the  common  mind,  and  he  who  can  get  the  greatest 
number  on  hia  side  is  very  apt  to  be  considered  right,  and  to 
reap  the  benefits  of  being  so. 

A  fourth  and  a  fifth  medical  man  were  examined,  and  they 
concurred  in  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Coc  and  bis  neighbours.  All 
gave  it  as  the  result  of  their  enquiries,  that  they  behered  the 
two  skulb  had  been  broken  with  the  game  instrument,  and  that 
the  blow,  if  it  did  not  cause  immediate  death,  must  have  had  the 
effect  to  destroy  conscaouaness.  As  regards  the  sex,  the  answers 
were  given  in  a  tone  somewhat  auperoihous. 

"Science  is  a  very  good  thing  in  its  place,"  observed  one  ol 
these  last  witnesses;  "but  science  is  subject  to  known  fitots 
We  all  know  that  Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife  lived  in  tbal 
bouse;  we  all  know  that  Dorothy  Goodwin  waa  a  large  woman, 
and  that  Peter  Goodwin  was  a  small  man, — that  they  were  about 
of  a  height,  in  fact, — and  that  these  skeletons  very  accurately 
represent  their  respective  statures.  We  also  know  that  the  houae 
is  burnt,  that  the  old  couple  are  missing,  that  these  bones  wers 
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ibund  in  a  wing  in  which  tbej  slept,  and  that  no  other  bonoi 
have  been  found  there.  Now,  to  mj  judgment,  these  Saets  can; 
aa  much  weight,  ay,  even  more  weight,  than  any  scientific  reason* 
ing  in  the  premises.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  these  are  the 
tesiMUS  of  Peler  and  Dorothy  Goodwin  —  have  no  doubt  that 
they  are,  indeed." 

"  Am  I  permitted  to  ask  this  witness  a  question,  Mr.  Coroner  7" 
demanded  Dr.  McBiaiu. 

"With  all  my  heart,  wr.  The  jury  wishes  to  ascertain  all 
tt'cy  can,  and  our  sole  object  is  justice.  Our  inquests  are  not 
very  rigid  as  to  forms,  and  yon  are  welcome  to  examine  the  wit- 
ness as  much  as  you  please." 

"Tou  knew  Goodwin?"  asked  McBnun,  directly  of  the 
witness. 

"I  did,  sir;  quite  welL" 

"  Had  he  all  his  teeth,  as  you  remember  7'^ 

"  I  *binlr  he  bad." 

"On  the  supposition  that  his  front  upper  teeth  were  all  gone, 
and  that  the  skeleton  yon  suppose  to  be  his  had  all  the  front 
apper  teeth,  would  you  still  regsrd  the  fects  you  have  mentioned 
as  better,  or  even  as  good  proof,  as  the  evidence  of  science,  which 
tells  us  that  the  man  who  has  lost  his  teeth  cannot  possess  them  ?" 

"  I  scarcely  call  that  a  scientific  &ct,  at  all,  sir.  Any  one  may 
judge  of  that  circiuustance,  as  well  as  a  physician.  If  it  were  as 
you  say,  I  should  consider  the  presence  of  the  tocth  pretty  good 
proof  that  the  skeleton  was  that  of  some  other  person,  unless  the 
teeth  were  the  work  of  a  dentist." 

"  Then  why  not  put  any  other  equally  sure  anatomical  fact  in 
opposition  to  what  is  generally  supposed,  in  connectjon  with  the 
wing,  the  presence  of  the  men,  and  all  tha  other  circumstance? 
Tou  have  mentioned?" 

"If  there  were  any  Other  ture  anatemical  fiict,  so  I  would. 
Hut,  in  the  condition  in  which  those  remains  are,  I  do  not  thin^ 
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tbc  best  asatomiet  could  say  that  be  can  disdnguisli  whcUi'^i 
tbej  I>elonged  to  a  man  or  to  a  woman." 

"  I  confess  that  tie  case  has  ife  difficulties,"  McBrain  quietlj 
answered.  "  Still  I  incline  to  my  first  opinion.  I  trust,  Mr. 
Coroner,  that  tbe  skeletons  will  be  carefully  preserved,  so  long 
as  tbere  may  be  any  reason  to  continue  these  legal  enquiries?" 

"  Ccrbunly,  sir.  A  box  is  made  for  that  purpose,  and  tiiey 
uill  be  carefully  deposited  in  it,  as  soon  as  the  inquest  adjonnui 
for  the  day.     It  is  no  unusual  thing,  gentlemen,  for  doctors  to 


This  waa  said  with  a.  smile,  and  bad  tbe  effect  to  keep  the 
peace.  McBrain,  however,  had  all  the  modesty  of  knowledge, 
and  was  never  disposed  to  show  off  his  superior  attainmente  iu 
the  faces  of  those  who  might  be  supposed  to  know  less  than 
himself.  Nor  waa  he,  by  any  means,  certain  of  bis  tact ;  though 
greatly  inclined  to  believe  that  both  the  skeletons  were  those  of 
females.  Tbe  beat  had  been  so  powerful  as  to  derange,  in  some 
measure,  if  not  entirely  to  deface,  his  |nx>ofs ;  and  ho  was  not  a 
man  to  press  a  fact,  in  a  case  of  this  magnitude,  withont  sufficient 
justification.  All  he  now  wanted,  was  to  reserve  a  point  that 
might  have  a  material  influence  hereafter,  in  coming  to  a  correct 
conclu^on. 

It  was  fully  an  hour  before  Sunacomb  retmned,  briug^ng 
Mary  Honson  on  his  arm.  John  followed  the  latter  closely,  for, 
though  not  admitted  to  the  room  In  which  this  long  private  con- 
ference bad  been  held,  be  had  not  ceased  to  pace  tbe  gallery  in 
front  of  its  door  during  the  whole  time.  Bunscomb  looked  very 
grave,  and,  gs  McBrain  tbou^t,  and  be  waa  very  expert  In  in- 
terpreting the  language  of  bis  friend's  countenance,  disappointed 
The  girl  herself  bad  evidently  been  weeping,  and  that  violently. 
Tbere  was  a  paleness  of  the  face,  and  a  tremor  in  the  frame,  too, 
that  caused  tbe  observant  phyucian  to  suppose  that,  for  the  first 
time,  ahe  had  been  made  to  comprehend  that  abe  was  the  otgeot 
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of  ancli  djre  distrust.    No  sooner  were  tlie  two  in  their  old  settB. 
than  the  coroner  prepared  to  renew  the  suspended  exfuninatitia. 

"Witness,"  repeated  that  functionary  with  marked  formality, 
"what  is  your  name?" 

The  answer  waa  ^ven  in  a  tremulous  voice,  but  with  sufficieat 
readiness,  as  if  previonsly  prepared. 

"  I  am  known,  in  and  around  Bibeny,  by  the  name  of  M^y 
MouBOn." 

The  coroner  paused,  passed  a  hand  over  his  brow,  mused  s 
moment,  and  abandoned  a  hidf-formed  determination  be  bad 
made,  to  push  this  particular  enquiry  as  fer  as  he  oould.  To 
state  the  truth,  he  was  a  little  afiraid  of  Mr.  Thomas  Donscomb, 
whose  reputation  at  the  bar  was  of  loo  high  a  ebaiaoter  to  han 
escaped  hia  notice.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  be  decided  to 
accept  the  name  of  Mary  Monson,  reaerring  the  right  of  the  state 
to  enquire  further,  hereaftor. 

"Where  do  you  reside?" 

"At  present,  in  thia  place — lately,  in  the  &mily  of  Peter 
Goodwin,  whose  remains  are  supposed  to  be  in  this  room." 

"  Kow  long  had  you  resided  in  that  family  ?" 

"  Nine  weeks,  to  a  day.  X  arrived  in  the  mooiing,  and  the 
lire  occurred  at  night." 

"  Belate  all  that  yon  know  concerning  that  fire,  if  you  please, 
Miss — I  call  you  Miss,  supposing  you  to  be  unmarried?" 

Mary  Monson  merely  made  a  slight  inolinatjon  of  ber  head,  as 
one  acknowledges  that  a  remark  is  beard  and  understood.  This 
did  not  more  than  half  satisfjr  the  coroner,  his  wife,  fiDr  reasons 
of  ber  own,  having  particularly  de^red  him  to  ask  the  "  Monson 
girl,"  when  she  was  put  on  the  stand,  whether  she  was  or  was 
rot  married.  But  it  was  too  late,  just  tlien,  to  ascertain  this  in— 
ttircstdng  fact,  and  the  ezanunation  proceeded. 

"  Belate  all  that  you  know  ooneeming  &.e  fire,  if  you  pleaae, 
m'-aa." 
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"  I  know  very  little,  I  waa  awakened  by  a  bright  iiglit, — aroee.. 
and  dresEcd  myself  as  well  as  I  could,  and  was  about  to  descend 
the  Biwia,  when  I  found  I  was  too  late.  I  then  went  to  a  win- 
dow, and  intended  to  throw  my  bed  out,  and  let  myself  down 
on  it,  when  two  men  appeared,  and  raised  a  ladder,  by  which  I 
got  Bafely  out." 

"  "Were  any  of  your  efieote  saved  ?" 

"All,  I  beliere.  The  same  two  persona  entered  my  room,  and 
l^issed  my  trunks,  box,  and  carpet-bag,  writing-desk,  and  other 
articles,  out  of  the  room,  as  well  as  mtst  of  its  furniture.  It  wag 
the  part  of  the  building  last  on  fire,  and  it  was  safe  entering  the 
room  I  occupied,  for  near  half  an  hour  after  I  escaped." 

"  How  long  had  jou  known  the  Goodwins  ?" 

"  From  Hie  time  when  I  first  came  to  live  in  their  house." 

"  IKd  you  pass  Gie  evening  of  the  night  of  the  fire  in  their 
company  V 

"I  did  not.  Very  little  of  my  time  was  passed  in  their  com- 
pany, unless  it  was  at  meals." 

This  answer  caused  a  little  stir  among  tlte  audience,  of  whom 
much  the  lai^r  portion  thought  it  contained  an  admisaon  to  be 
noted.  Why  should  not  a  young  woman  who  lived  in  a  housa 
BO  mach  apart  from  a  general  neighboiirhood,  not  pass  most  of 
her  time  in  the  company  of  tkoae  with  whom  she  dwelt ?  "If 
they  were  good  enough  to  live  with,  I  should  think  they  might 
be  good  enough  to  associate  with,"  whispered  one  of  the  most 
active  female  talkers  of  Biberry,  but  in  a  tone  so  loud  as  to  be 
heard  by  all  near  her. 

This  was  merely  yielding  to  a  nalaouol  and  increa^g  suscep- 
tibility to  personal  cl^ms;  it  being  commonly  thought  aristocratia 
,to  refuse  to  associate  with  everybody,  when  the  person  subject 
to  remark  has  any  apparent  advantages  to  render  such  association 
dcEdrable.     AH  others  may  do  ae  they  please. 

«  Tou  did  not,  then,  make  one  of  the  family  regnhirly,  brt 
ogle 


ircT6  there  for  some  particular  purpose  of  your  own  V  resumed 
tbe  ccaoner. 

"  I  ^itik,  sir,  on  reflection,  that  jou  will  see  this  ezaminatioD 
is  taking  a  very  irregular  course,"  interposed  Dunscomb.  "  It 
'a  more  like  an  investdgation  for  a  commitment,  than  an  inquest" 

-'  The  law  allows  the  fteest  modes  of  enquiry  in  all  such  oases, 
Mr  Dunsoomb.  BecoUeot,  sb,  there  have  been  arson  and  mur 
Jcr — two  of  the  highest  crimes  known  to  the  hooks." 

"I  do  not  forget  it;  and  recognise  not  only  all  your  rights, 
six,  hat  your  duties.  Nevertheless,  this  yonug  lady  has  rights, 
too,  and  is  to  be  treated  distdncUy  in  one  of  two  charaoters;  as  a 
witness,  or  as  a  party  accosed.  If  in  the  latter,  I  ehall  at  onoe 
advise  her  to  answer  no  more  questions  in  this  state  of  the  case. 
My  dnty,  as  her  counsel,  requires  me  to  say  aa  much." 

"  She  has,  then,  regularly  retained  you,  Mr.  Dunscomb  V  the 
coroner  a^ed,  with  interest. 

"That,  sir,  is  a  matter  between  her  and  myself.  I  appear 
here  as  counsel,  and  shall  claim  the  rights  of  one.  I  know  that 
you  can  carry  on  this  inquest  without  my  interference,  if  you  see 
fit ;  but  no  one  can  exclude  the  citizen  from  the  benefit  of  advice. 
Even  the  new  code,  as  extravagant  and  high-fiying  an  invention  aa 
ever  came  from  the  misguided  ingenui^  of  man,  will  allow  of  this." 

"There  is  no  wish,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  to  put  any  obstacles  in 
yooT  way.  Let  eveiy  man  do  his  whole  duty.  Your  client  can 
certainly  refuse  to  answer  any  qnestiona  she  may  please,  on  the 
ground  that  the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  herself;  and  so 
may  any  one  else." 

"I  beg  your  pardon,  mr;  the  law  is  still  more  indulgent  m 
these  preliminary  proceedings.  A  party  who  knows  himself  tc 
be  suspected,  has  a  tight  to  evade  questions  that  may  militate 
■gainst  his  interests;  else  would  the  boasted  protection  which 
Iho  law  so  far  throws  around  eveiy  one,  that  he  need  sot  be  hii 
awn  accuser,  become  a  mere  pretence."  ,-.  , 
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"  I  shall  endeavour  to  pat  my  questions  in  such  a  way,  ae  lo 
give  her  the  benefit  of  all  her  rights.  Miss  Monson,  it  is  said 
that  yon  have  heen  Been,  since  the  fire,  to  have  some  gold  in  your 
poKsesaon ;  have  you  any  objection  to  let  that  gold  be  seen  by 
the  J017?" 

"None  in  the  world,  sir.  I  have  a  few  gold  pieces — hera 
they  are,  in  my  puree.  They  do  not  amount  to  mach,  either  in 
iiumbera  or  value.  You  are  at  liberty  to  examine  them  as  much 
as  you  please." 

Dunscomb  had  betrayed  a  little  nnea^ess  at  this  question ; 
but  the  calm,  steady  manner  in  which  the  youog  woman  an* 
swered,  and  the  coolness  with  which  she  pnt  her  pnr&a  iaUt  the 
coroner's  hand,  reassured,  or  rather  surprised  him.  He  remained 
silent,  therefore,  interposing  no  objectiou  to  the  exaniinataon. 

"  Here  are  seven  half-eagles,  two  quarter-eagles,  and  a  strange 
coin  that  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  before,"  said  the 
coroner.     "What  do  you  call  this  piece,  Mr.  Dunscomb?" 

"I  cannot  tell  yon,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  eve  ^o  have  seen 
the  coin  before,  myself." 

"  It  is  an  Italian  coin,  of  the  value  of  about  twenty  dollars, 
they  tell  me,"  answered  Mary,  quietly.  "I  think  it  is  called 
after  the  reigning  sovereign,  whoever  he  may  be.  I  got  it,  in 
eschaugo  for  some  of  our  own  money,  from  an  emigrant  from 
Europe,  and  kept  it  as  a  thing  a  little  out  of  tht  common  way." 

The  simplicity,  distinctness,  not  to  say  nerve,  with  which  this 
was  said,  placed  Dunscomb  still  more  at  his  ease,  and  he  now 
ircely  let  the  enquiry  take  its  course.  All  this  did  not  prevent 
his  being  astonished  that  one  so  young,  and  seemingly  so  &iend. 
Cess,  should  manifest  so  mach  coolness  and  self-possession,  undei 
circumstances  so  very  trying.  Such  was  the  iact,  however;  and 
he  was  &in  to  avrait  fiirthei  developments,  in  order  better  to  com- 
prehend the  ehftrecter  of  his  client. 

"Ib  Mrs.  Pope  present?"  enquired  the  coroner.     ''The  ludy 


Irlio  told  U9  jesterday  she  had  Been  the  spede  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Goodirin,  duriog  the  life-time  of  the  latter?" 

It  was  almost  snperflons  to  ask  if  any  particular  person  were 
present,  as  nearly  all  Biberry  were  in,  or  about,  the  court-house. 
Up  started  the  widow,  therefore,  at  this  appeal,  and  coming  for* 
ward  with  alacrity,  she  was  immediately  sworn,  which  she  liad 
not  been  the  previous  day,  and  went  on  the  stand  as  a  regnlai 
vitneea. 

"  Tour  name  ?"  observed  the  coroner. 

"Abigail  Pope — folks  write  'relict  of  John  Pope,  deceased,' 
in  aU  my  law  papers." 

"  Veiy  well,  Mrs.  Pope ;  the  simple  name  will  suffice  for  the 
present  purposes.     Do  yon  reside  in  this  neighbourhood  ?" 

"In  Biberry.  I  was  bom,  brought  up,  married,  became  a 
widow,  and  still  dwell,  all  within  half-a-mile  of  this  spot.  My 
maiden  name  waa  Dickson." 

Absurd  and  forward  as  these  answers  may  seem  to  most  per- 
sons, they  had  an  effect  on  the  inveatigatiou  that  was  then  going 
on  in  Biberry.  Most  of  the  audieooe  saw,  and  felt,  the  diSbronce 
between  the  frank  statements  of  the  present  witness,  and  the 
reserve  manifested  by  the  last. 

"Now,  why  couldn't  that  Mary  Monson  answer  all  these 
questdons,  just  as  well  as  Abigail  Pope  7"  said  one  female  talker 
to  a  knot  of  listeners.  "  She  has  a  glib  enough  tongue  in  her 
head,  if  she  only  sees  fit  to  use  it !  I  '11  engage  no  one  can  an- 
swer more  readily,  when  she  wishes  to  let  a  thing  out  There '« 
a  dreadful  history  behind  the  cnrtun,  in  my  jodgmcnt,  about 
that  same  young  woman,  could  a  body  only  get  at  it" 

"  Mr.  Sanford  mil  get  at  it,  before  he  has  done  with  her,  I  '1! 
engage,"  answered  a  friend.  "  I  have  heard  it  said  he  is  the 
most  investigating  coroner  in  the  state,  when  he  seta  about  a  case 
in  gpod  earnest  He  '11  be  very  apt  to  make  the  most  of  this, 
for  we  never  have  had  anything  one-half  so  exciting  in  Biberry, 
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na  diese  murders  I  I  have  long  thonglit  we  were  ratter  oat  of 
&e  way  of  tbe  rest  of  the  world,  iintil  bow  ;  but  our  time  hii£ 
come,  and  we  shan't  very  boou  tear  the  lost  of  it  I" 

"  It 's  all  in  the  papers,  already  I"  ezcliumed  a  third.  "  Bi- 
berry  looks  aa  grand  as  York,  or  Albany,  in  the  columns  of  every 
paper  from  town,  this  monung  1  I  declare  it  did  me  good  to  see 
our  little  place  holding  up  its  head  among  the  great  of  the  earth, 
IB  it  might  be —  " 

What  else,  in  the  way  of  local  patriotism,  may  have  escaped 
this  individual,  cannot  now  be  known,  the  coroner  drawing  off 
her  auditOTa,  by  the  question  next  put  to  the  widow. 

"  Sid  yon  ever  see  any  gold  coins  in  the  possession  of  the  late 
Afrs.  Goodwin?"  aaked  that  functionary. 

"Several  times — I  don't  know  but  I  might  say  often.  Five 
or  six  times,  at  least.  I  osed  to  sew  for  the  old  lady,  and  you 
know  how  it  is  when  a  body  works,  in  that  way,  in  a  family — ^it  'a 
next  thing,  I  do  suppose,  to  being  a  doctor,  so  &r  as  secrets  go." 

"  Should  you  know  any  of  that  coin  were  you  to  see  it  again, 
Mrs.  Pope?" 

"I  think  I  might.  There  's  one  piece,  in  partic'kr,  that  I 
suppose  I  should  know,  anywhere.  It's  a  wonderful  looking 
piece  of  money,  and  true  Caiifomy,  I  conclude." 

"  Did  any  of  Mrs.  Goodwin's  gold  coins  bear  a  resemblance  to 
this?"  showing  a  half^eagle." 

"Yes,  Mr — that's  a  five-dollar  piece — I've  had  one  of  thorn 
myself,  in  the  course  of  my  life." 

"  Mrs.  Goodwin  had  coins  similar  to  this,  I  then  understand 
you  to  say?" 

"  She  had  aa  many  as  fifty,  I  should  think.  Altogether,  she 
told  me  she  had  as  much  aa  four  hundred  dollars  in  that  stock- 
ing 1  I  remember  the  sum,  for  it  sounded  like  a  great  deal  for 
anybody  to  have,  who  was  n't  a  bank,  like.  It  quit«  put  mr  ia 
mind  of  the  plate  tr:" 
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"Was  there  any  coin  like  Oust"  showing  the  widow  the 
[tali  an  piece. 

"  That  'b  the  piece !  I  'd  know  it  among  a  thousand !  I  had 
it  in  my  hands  as  much  as  five  minuteB,  trying  to  read  the 
Latin  on  i^  and  make  it  out  into  EngliBh.  All  the  rest  was 
American  gold,  the  old  lady  told  me ;  but  this  piece  she  said  wae 

This  statement  produced  a  great  sensation  in  the  court-room. 
Although  Mrs.  Pope  was  flippant,  a  gossip,  and  a  little  notorious 
for  meddling  with  her  neighbaun/  concerns,  no  one  suspected  her 
of  fiibricating  such  a  story,  under  oath.  The  piece  of  gold  passed 
from  juror  to  juror;  and  each  man  among  them  felt  satisfied  that 
be  would  know  the  coin  again,  after  an  interval  of  a  few  weeks. 
Dunscomb  probably  put  less  fiiith  in  this  bit  of  testamony,  than 
any  other  person  present;  and  he  was  curious  to  note  its  effect 
on  his  client.  To  his  great  surprise,  she  betrayed  no  uneafdness; 
her  countenance  m^taining  a  calm  that  he  now  began  to  appre- 
hend denoted  a  practised  art;  and  he  jnajiifested  a  desnre  to  exa- 
mine the  piece  of  gold  for  himself.  It  was  put  in  his  hand,  and 
be  glanced  at  its  face  a  little  eagerly.  It  was  an  unusual  coin ; 
but  it  bad  no  defect  or  mark  that  might  enable  one  to  distinguish 
between  it  and  any  other  piece  of  a  fflmilar  impression.  The 
coroner  interpreted  the  meaning  of  his  eye,  and  sospendod  the 
examination  of  the  widow,  to  question  Mary  Monson  herself. 

"Your  client  sees  the  state  of  the  question,  Mr.  Dunscomb," 
he  said;  "and  you  wiH  look  to  her  rights.  Mine  authorize  me, 
as  I  understand  them,  to  enquire  of  her  concerning  a  few  facta 
in  relation  to  this  piece  of  money." 

"I  will  answer  your  questions,  Mr,  without  any  hesitation," 
the  accused  replied,  with  a  degree  of  steadiness  that  Dunscomb 
leemed  astonishing. 

"  How  long  has  this  piece  of  gold  been  in  your  possesion,  if 
yon  please,  Miss?" 
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"About  a  twelvemonth.  I  began  to  collect  tlie  guld  I  havu, 
very  nearly  a  year  wnoe." 

"Has  it  been  in  your  posseeaion,  unmtemiptedly,  all  thtit 
time?" 

"  So  far  aa  I  know,  m,  it  liaa.  A  portion  of  the  time,  and  a 
large  portion  of  it,  it  has  not  been  kept  in  my  purse;  but  I  slionld 
think  no  one  could  have  meddled  with  it,  when  it  has  been  else- 
where." 

"  Have  yea  anything  to  remark  on  th^  testimony  just  ^ven  ?" 

"It  is  strictly  troe.  Poor  Mrs.  Goodwin  certainly  had  the 
store  of  gold  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Pope,  for  she  once  showed  it  to 
me.  I  rather  think  she  was  fond  of  snch  things;  and  had  a  plea- 
sure in  oounting  her  hoards,  and  showing  them  to  other  persons. 
I  looked  over  her  coins ;  and  finding  she  was  fond  of  tbose  that 
are  a  little  uncommon,  I  gave  her  one  or  two  of  those  that  I  hap- 
pened to  own.  No  doabt,  Mrs.  Pope  saw  the  counterpart  of  this 
piece,  but  surely  not  the  piece  itself." 

"  I  tmdersland  yon  to  say,  then,  that  Mrs.  Goodwin  bad  a  gold 
coin  ranular  to  this,  which  gold  coin  came  from  yourself.  What 
did  Mrs.  Goodwin  allow  you  in  the  exchange  V 

"Sir?" 

"  How  much  did  you  estimate  the  value  of  that  Itahan  piece 
at,  and  in  what  money  did  Mrs.  Goodwin  pay  you  for  it  ?  It  is 
necessary  to  be  partlcnlar  in  these  cases." 

"  She  returned  me  nothing  for  the  coin,  mi.  It  was  a,  present 
from  me  to  her,  and  of  course  not  to  be  paid  for." 

Tbb  answer  met  with  but  little  &vour.  It  did  not  appear  to 
the  people  of  Bibcrry  at  all  probable  that  en  unknown,  and 
seemingly  friendless  young  woman,  who  had  been  content  to 
dwell  two  months  in  the  "garret-room"  of  the  "old  Goodwin 
house,"  faring  none  of  the  best,  certainly,  and  neglecting  so 
many  superior  tenements  and  tables  that  were  to  be  mot  with  on 
erory  side  of  hsr,  would  bo  veiy  likely  to  give  away  a  piece  of 
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gold  of  that  unnanal  aize.  It  ia  tme,  we  are  liying  in  a  mar* 
veQous  Ji^f  so  &F  as  thia  metal  is  concerned;  Imt  the  Californian 
gold  had  not  then  arrived  in  any  great  quantitj,  and  the  people 
of  the  coimtry  are  little  accngbjmed  to  see  anything  but  tabm 
and  paper,  which  oanses  them  to  attach  an  unwonted  Tslne  to 
the  more  predous  metal.  Even  the  coroner  took  tiiia  view  of 
the  matter;  and  Donscomb  saw  that  the  explanation  just  made 
1^  his  client  was  tbooght  to  prove  too  much. 

"  Are  you  in  the  h&bit,  Miss,  of  giving  away  pieces  of  gold  1" 
asked  one  of  the  jnron. 

"That  question  is  improper,"  interposed  Mr.  Dunscomb.  "No 
oQo  can  have  a  right  to  put  it" 

The  coroner  sustained  thia  objection,  and  no  answer  was  ^ven, 
Ab  Mrs.  Pope  had  suggested  tliat  others,  besides  herself,  had 
seen  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking,  four  more  witnesses  were  examined 
to  this  one  point.  They  were  all  femslea,  who  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  deceased,  in  tbe  indulgence  of  her  passion,  to  feast 
their  eyes  with  a  ught  of  her  treasure.  Only  one,  however,  of 
these  four  professed  to  have  any  reoolleotion  of  the  particular 
coiu  that  had  now  become,  as  it  might  be,  the  pivoting  point  in 
the  enqtury;  and  her  reoollectjons  were  by  no  means  as  clear  as 
those  of  the  widow.  She  thoughi  she  had  seen  such  a  piece  of 
gold  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  possession,  though  she  admitted  she  was 
not  allowed  to  touch  any  of  the  money,  which  was  merely  bold 
np,  piece  by  piece,  before  her  admiring  eyes,  in  the  Iiands  of  ite 
proper  owner.  It  was  in  thia  stage  of  the  enquiry  that  Duna- 
comb  remarked  to  the  coroner,  that  "  it  was  not  at  all  surprising 
a  woman  who  was  so  fond  of  exposing  her  treasure  sbonld  be 
robbed  and  murdered  I"  This  renutrk,  however,  &iled  of  its  in- 
tended effect,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  suspicion 
had  become  riveted,  aa  it  might  he,  through  the  testimony  of 
Mrs.  Pope,  on  the  stranger  who  had  so  mysteriously  come  to 
lodge  with  the  Goodwins.     The  general  impression  now  appiiai^d 
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to  be  that  the  whole  matter  had  been  previouslj  airaugod,  sai 
that  the  stranger  had  come  to  dwell  in  the  house  espressly  to 
obtain  &ciliCies  for  the  commissioii  of  tlie  crime. 

A  witjiess  who  vob  related  to  the  deceased,  who  was  absent 
from  home,  but  had  been  told,  by  means  of  the  wires,  to  retunij 
and  who  had  mtjmated  an  intention  to  comply,  was  etill  wanting ; 
and  the  inquest  was  a^n  adjourned  for  an  hour,  in  order  to 
allow  of  the  arrival  of  a  stage  from  town.  During  this  interval, 
DuDSOomb  ascertmed  how  strongly  the  current  was  setting 
against  hia  client.  A  hundred  little  circumBtanoea  were  cit«d,  in 
confirmation  of  BUB|acions  that  had  now  gained  a  firm  fooling, 
and  which  were  so  nearly  general  as  to  inclode  almoet  eveiy  per- 
son of  any  consequence  in  tbe  place.  What  appeared  strangest 
to  Dunscomb,  was  the  compoanre  of  the  young  girl  who  was  so 
likely  to  be  formally  accused  of  crimes  so  heinous.  He  had  told 
her  of  the  natnre  of  the  distrust  that  was  attached  to  her  sitna- 
don,  and  she  received  his  statement  with  a  degree  of  emotion 
that,  at  first,  had  alarmed  him.  But  an  unaccoontable  cakaness 
soon  succeeded  this  burst  of  feeling,  and  he  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  conMence  in  the  innocence  ot  his  client,  &om  that 
strangely  illuminated  countenance,  to  study  which  was  almost 
certain  to  subdue  a  man  by  its  power.  While  thus  gazing  at  the 
etrauger,  he  could  not  believe  her  guilty;  but,  while  reflecting 
on  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  he  saw  how  difficult  it  might  be  to 
persuade  others  to  entertain  the  same  opinion.  Nor  were  there 
drcnmstances  wanting  to  shake  bis  own  faith  in  espreeedon,  sex, 
years,  and  all  the  other  probabilities.  Mary  Monson  had  do. 
jlined  entering  at  all  into  any  account  of  her  previous  life ;  evaded 
^ving  her  real  name  even  to  him ;  carefully  abstained  &om  all 
allusions  that  might  fiimish  any  clue  to  her  former  place  of  abode, 
or  to  any  fact  that  would  tend  to  betray  her  secret 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  stage  arrived,  bringing  the  expected 
witness.     His  testimony  went  merely  to  corroborate  the  aoconsts 
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Mmoerning  the  little  hoard  of  gold  that  his  kinawonian  had  und& 
niablj  poaseBsed,  and  to  the  circumstance  that  ahe  always  kept  it 
in  a  particubr  drawer  of  her  bureau.  The  bureau  had  been  gaved, 
for  it  did  not  stand  in  the  sleeping-room  of  the  deceased,  but  had 
formed  a  principal  embellishment  of  her  little  parlour,  and  the 
money  was  not  in  it.  What  was  more,  each  drawer  was  carefully 
locked,  but  no  keys  were  to  be  found.  As  these  were  articles 
not  likely  to  be  melted  under  any  heat  to  which  they  might  have 
been  exposed,  a  careful  bat  fruitleBS  search  had  been  made  for 
them  among  the  ruins.     They  were  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  cTening,  the  jury  brought  in  the 
result  of  their  inquest.  It  was  a  verdict  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  committed,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  jurors,  by  a  female  who 
was  known  by  the  name  of  Mary  Monson.  With  the  accusation 
of  arson,  the  coroner's  inquest,  as  a  matter  of  course^  had  no 
oonneolion.  A  writ  was  immediately  issued,  and  the  aooasod 
irrested. 
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"  It  WBi  the  English,"  Koaper  died, 

"Who  pat  the  French  to  root; 
But  what  thej  killed  each  other  for, 

I  coold  not  veV  make  out. 
But  OTerytiod;  said,"  quoth  he, 
"That  'twas  a  famous  victory." 

SBaOet/. 

Tb£  foUowing  dajj  afler  an  early  breakfast,  Biinsccmb  ud  bia 
friend  the  doctor  vere  on  their  way  back  to  town.  The  fonaei 
had  clienta  and  courts,  and  the  latter  patients,  who  were  not  to 
be  neglected,  to  say  nothing  of  the  claims  of  Sarah  and  Mrs 
Updyke.  John  and  Michael  renmned  at  Biberry ;  the  first  being 
detained  there  by  divers  comniiasioDa  connected  with  the  comforts 
Mid  treatment  of  Mary  Mobboo,  tut  still  more  by  his  own  incli- 
QutioDB;  and  the  last  romaiuing,  somewhat  agiunst  his  wiahee,  m 
a  companion  to  the  brother  of  her  who  so  strongly  drew  him 
back  to  New  York. 

As  the  commitment  was  for  offences  so  serious,  crimes  aa  fftcn 
la  any  known  to  the  law,  bail  would  not  have  been  accepted, 
could  any  have  been  found.  We  ought  not  to  speak  widi  too 
much  confidence,  however,  on  this  last  point;  for  Dr.  McBrain,* 
man  of  very  handsome  estate,  the  result  of  a  liberal  profession 
steadily  and  intelligently  pursued,  was  more  than  half  disposed 
lo  offer  himself  for  one  of  the  suretieH,  and  to  go  and  find  a 
second  among  his  friends,    Nothing,  indeed,  prevented  hb  doing 
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$0,  bat  J)iinscomb'B  repeated  assumncca  (liat  no  bondsmen  would 
be  receiyed.  Even  channing  young  women,  when  they  stand 
charged  with  murder  and  afson,  must  submit  to  be  incarcerated, 
until  their  innocetice  is  eatabliahed  in  due  form  of  law ;  or,  what 
is  the  same  thing  in  effect,  until  the  caprice,  impulses,  ignorance, 
or  corruption  of  a  jury  acqoifa  them. 

The  &iends  did  not  entirely  agree  in  their  manner  of  viewing 
this  affiur.  The  doctor  was  firmly  impressed  with  the  conviction 
of  Mary  Monson's  innocence;  while  Dunscomb,  more  esperieneed 
in  the  ways  of  crime  and  the  infirmities  of  the  human  heart,  had 
his  misgivings.  So  many  grounds  of  suspicion  bad  occurred,  or 
been  laid  open  to  his  observation,  during  the  hour  of  private 
communication,  that  it  was  not  easy  for  one  who  had  seen  so 
much  of  the  worst  wde  of  human  nature,  to  east  them  off  under 
the  mere  influence  of  a  graccfiil  form,  winning  manner,  and 
bright  countenance.  Then,  the  secondary  facts,  well  established, 
and,  in  one  important  particular,  admitted  by  the  party  aceuaed, 
were  not  of  a  character  to  be  overlooked.  It  often  happens,  and 
Dunscomb  well  knew  it,  that  innocence  appears  under  a  repnlgivfl 
exterior,  while  guilt  conceals  itself  in  forms  and  aspects  so  fair, 
as  to  deceive  all  but  the  waiy  and  esperieneed. 

"I  hope  that  the  comfort  of  Misa  Honson  has  been  properly 
attended  to,  since  she  mnst  be  confined  for  a  few  days,"  aaii 
McBrain,  while  he  took  a  last  look  at  the  little  gaol,  as  the  car- 
riage passed  the  brow  of  a  hiU.  "Justice  can  ask  no  more 
than  security. " 

"  It  is  a  blot  on  the  character  of  the  times,  and  on  this  country 
in  particular,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coldly,  "that  so  little  atten 
taon  is  paid  to  the  gaols.  We  are  crammed  with  false  philan- 
thropy in  connection  with  convicted  rogues,  who  ought  to  be 
made  to  feel  lie  penalties  of  their  offences;  while  we  are  not  even 
just  in  regard  to  those  who  are  only  accused,  many  of  whom 
hre  roally  innocent.     But  for  my  interference,  this  delicate  and 

t;o<«ic 


80  THS     WAYS     OF     THB     HOUR. 

iiiendleBa  girl  would,  in  all  probability,  h&ve  been  immured  in  n 


"What!  before  her  guilt  is  established?" 

"  Relatively,  her  treatment  after  conviction,  would  be  fiu 
more  humane  than  previously  to  that  event.  Comforbible,  ni^ll- 
^mushed,  but  secure  apartments,  ought  to  be  provided  for  the 
uoused  in  every  county  in  the  state,  as  acts  of  simple  justicfl, 
before  another  word  of  mawkish  humanity  is  uttered  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treatment  of  recognised  criminals.  It  is  wonderful 
what  a  digpoutjon  there  is  among  men  to  run  into  octaves,  in 
everything  they  do,  forgetting  that  your  true  melody  is  to  be 
found  only  in  the  simpler  and  more  natural  notes.  There  is  as 
much  of  the  faUello,  now-a-daya,  in  philanthropy,  as  in  music." 

"  And  this  poor  girl  is  thrust  into  a  dungeon  V 

"No;  it  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  that.  The  gaol  has  one  decent 
apartment,  that  was  fitted  up  for  the  comfort  of  a  prize-fighter, 
who  was  confined  in  it  not  long  since ;  and  as  the  room  is  suffi- 
ciently secure,  I  have  persuaded  the  gaoler's  wife  to  put  Mary 
MonsoD  in  it  Apart  &om  loss  of  ur  and  exercise,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  knowing  herself  respected  and  beloved,  the  girl  will  not 
be  very  badly  off  there.  I  dare  say,  the  room  is  quite  as  good  as 
that  she  occupied  under  the  roof  of  those  unfortunate  Goodwins." 

"  How  strange,  that  a.  female  of  her  appearance  should  have 
been  the  inmate  of  such  a  place !  She  does  not  seem  to  want 
money,  either.    You  saw  the  gold  she  had  in  her  purse  f" 

"  Ay ;  it  were  better  had  that  gold  not  been  there,  or  not  seen. 
I  sincerely  wish  it  had  been  nothing  but  silver." 

"  You  surely  do  not  agree  with  that  silly  woman,  the  Widow 
Pope,  as  they  call  her,  in  believing  that  she  has  got  the  monc^ 
of  those  persons  who  have  been  murdered?" 

"  On  that  subject,  I  choose  to  suspend  my  opinion  —  I  may, 
or  I  may  not;  as  matters  shall  turn  up.  She  has  money; 
And  in  sufficient  quantity  to  bay  herself  out  of  jeopardy.     Al 
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li;aat,  etie  utTcrcii  me  a  fee  of  a  hundred  dollars,  in  good  citj 

"  WMoli  you  did  not  take,  Tom  f " 

"  Wty  not  ?  It  is  my  trade,  and  I  live  by  it.  Why  not  take 
bet  fee,  if  you  please,  BirF  Does  the  Widow  Updyke  teach  yoa 
Buob  doctrines?  Will  you  drive  about  town  for  nothing?  Wby 
not  take  her  fee,  Uaater  Ked?" 

"Why  net,  sure  enough!  That  prl  has  bewitched  me,  1 
beUcTe;-and  that  is  the  solntjon." 

"  I  '11  1«11  you  what,  Ned,  unless  there  is  a  stop  put  to  thin 
folly,  I  '11  make  Mrs.  Updyke  acquainted  with  the  whole  matter, 
and  put  an  end  to  nuptials  No.  3.  Jack  is  head  and  ears  in  love, 
already;  and  here  yon  are  Sying  off  at  a  tangent  from  all  youi 
engagements  and  professions,  to  Ml  at  the  feet  of  an  unknown 
girl  of  twenty,  who  appears  before  you,  on  a  first  interview,  in 
the  amiable  light  of  one  accused  of  the  highest  crimes." 

"And  of  which  I  no  more  believe  her  guilty,  than  I  believe 
you  to  be  guilty  of  them." 

"  Umph !  '  Time  will  show ; '  which  is  the  English,  I  suppose, 
of  the  'notw  nerrotu,'  that  ia  flying  about  in  the  newspapers- 
Tes,  she  has  money  to  buy  three  or  four  journals,  to  get  up  a 
'sympathy'  in  her  behalf  j  when  her  acquittal  would  be  almost 
certain,  if  her  trial  were  not  a  legal  impos^bility.  I  am  not  sure 
it  is  not  her  safest  course,  in  the  actual  state  of  tbe  facts." 

"  Would  you  think,  Bunscomb,  of  advising  any  one  who  looked 
up  to  you  for  counsel,  to  take  such  a  course  ?" 

"  Certainly  not  —  and  you  know  it,  well  enough,  McSrain ; 
but  that  does  not  lessen,  or  increase,  the  chances  of  the  expodient. 
The  joTimala  have  greatly  weakened  their  own  power,  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  abused  it;  but  enough  still  remains 
to  hoodwink,  not  to  say  to  overshadow,  justice.  The  law  is  very 
explidt  and  farsighted  as  to  tho  consequences  of  allowing  any  ona 
to  influence  the  public  mind  in  matters  of  its  own  administration ; 


but  in  a  couDliy  like  &ia,  in  whIcL  the  virtue  tiud  intelligence  of 
the  people  are  said  to  be  the  primum  mobile  in  everjtbing,  ttere 
b  no  one  to  enforce  the  ordinances  that  the  wiadom  of  our  ancea- 
tora  haa  l>eqneathed  to  us.  Anj  editor  of  a  newspaper  who  pub- 
lishes  a  sentence  reflecting  on  the  character  or  rights  of  a  part^ 
to  a  pending  suit,  is  guiltj,  at  common  law,  of  what  the  books 
call  a  'libel  on  the  courts  of  justice,'  and  can  be  punished  for  it, 
as  for  any  other  misdemeanor;  jet,  you  can  see  for  yourself,  bow 
little  such  a  provision,  healthful  and  moat  vrise  —  nay,  essential 
as  it  is  to  jnstice — is  looked  down  by  the  mania  which  exists,  of 
putting  eveiyjiing  into  print.  When  one  remembers  that  very 
little  of  what  he  reads  is  true,  it  is  fearful  to  reflect  that  a  system, 
of  which  the  whole  merit  depends  on  its  power  to  extract  facts, 
and  to  do  justice  on  their  warranty,  should  be  completely  over- 
shadowed  by  another  contrivance  which,  when  stripped  of  ita 
pretension,  and  regarded  in  its  real  colours,  is  nothing  more  than 
one  of  the  ten  thousand  schemes  to  make  money  that  surround 
ns,  with  a  little  higher  pretension  than  common  to  virtue." 

" '  Completely  overshadowed'  are  strong  words,  Bunscomb  !" 

"Perhaps  they  are,  and  they  may  need  a  Uttle  qualifying. 
Overshadowed  often — much  too  ofien,  however,  is  not  a  particle 
stronger  than  I  am  justified  in  using.  Every  one,  who  thinks  at 
all,  scee  and  feels  the  truth  of  this ;  hut  here  is  the  weak  side 
of  a  popular  government.  The  laws  are  enforced  by  means  of 
publio  virtue,  and  public  virtue,  like  private  virtne,  is  very  frail. 
We  all  are  willing  enough  to  admit  the  last,  as  regards  oui 
neighbours  at  least,  whOe  there  seems  to  exist,  in  moat  minds,  a 
species  of  idolata-ous  veneration  for  the  common  sentiment,  as 
sheer  a  quality  of  straw,  as  any  image  of  a  lover  drawn  by  the 
most  heated  imagination  of  Biteen." 

"  You  surely  do  not  disregard  pubhc  opinion,  Tom,  or  set  U 
down  aa  unworthy  of  all  respect '" 

"  By  no  means ;  if  yon  mean  that  opinion  which  ts  the  nsalt 
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jf  deliberate  judgmcutj  iind  has  a  direct  connoction  with  om*  reli- 
jpon,  morals,  and  manners.  That  ia  a  public  opinion  to  wbich 
we  all  ought  to  defer,  when  it  is  f^ly  made  up,  and  haa  been 
distinctly  and  independently  prononnced ;  most  especially  when 
it  comes  from  high  quarters,  and  not  from  low.  But  the  ct  untry 
is  full  of  simulated  public  opinion,  in  the  first  place,  and  it  is  not 
■Iways  easy  to  tell  the  false  from  the  true.  Yes,  the  country  is 
fiill  of  what  I  shall  call  an  artificial  public  opinion,  that  haa  been 
got  up  to  cfTebt  a  purpose,  and  to  that  no  wise  man  will  defer,  if 
he  can  help  it.  Now,  look  at  our  scheme  of  administering  jus- 
tice. Twelve  men  taken  oat  of  the  bosom  of  (he  community, 
by  a  species  of  lottery,  are  set  apart  to  pronounce  on  your  for- 
tune, or  mine  —  nay,  to  utter  the  fearful  words  of  '  guilty,'  or 
'  not  guilty.'  All  the  accessaries  of  this  plan,  as  they  ciist  here, 
make  agMust  its  success.  In  the  first  place,  the  jurors  are  pwdj 
and  that  just  enough  to  induce  the  humblest  on  the  list  to  serve, 
and  not  enough  to  induce  the  educated  and  intelligent.  It  is  a 
day-labourer's  wages,  and  the  day-labourer  will  be  moat  likely  to 
profit  by  it.  Blen  who  are  content  to  toil  for  seventy-five  cents 
a  day  arc  very  willing  to  serve  on  juries  for  a  dollar ;  while  those 
whose  qualifications  enable  t}iem  to  obtain  enough  to  pay  their 
fines,  disregard  the  penalty,  and  stay  away." 

"  Why  is  not  an  evil  as  flagrant  as  this  remedied  ?  I  should 
think  the  whole  bar  would  protest  against  it." 

"With  what  result?  Who  cares  for  the  bar?  Legislators 
alone  aaa  change  this  system,  and  men  very  different  from  those 
who  axt  now  sent  must  go  to  the  legislature,  before  one  is  found, 
honest  enough,  or  bold  enough,  to  get  up  and  (ell  the  people 
they  are  not  all  fit  to  be  trusted.  No,  no }  this  ia  not  the  way 
yt  die  hour.  We  have  a  cycle  iu  opinion  to  make,  and  it  may 
Ou  that  when  the  round  is  £iirly  made,  men  may  come  back  to 
thrar  senses,  and  perceive  the  necessity  of  fencing  in  juatioe  by 
Bomo  of  the  useful  proviiions  that  ve  ue  now  ao  liberally  throw- 
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iog  &way.  To  tell  jou  the  truth,  Nod,  the  state  is  subniittang  tc 
the  inflneuce  of  two  of  the  silliest  motiveB  &&t  can  govern  men  — 
ultra  conservatism,  and  ultra  progress ;  tbe  one  holding  back, 
often,  to  preserve  that  which  is  not  worth  keepings  and  the  other 
'going  ahead,'  aa  it  is  termed,  merely  for  the  sake  of  boasting 
of  their  onward  tendendes.  Neither  course  is  in  the  least  suited 
to  the  actual  wwits  of  society,  and  each  is  pcmicions  in  its  way." 

"It  is  thought,  however,  that  when  opinion  thus  struggles  • 
witli  opinion,  a  healthful  compromise  is  loade,  in  which  society 
finds  its  advantage." 

"  The  cant  of  mediocrity,  depend  on  it,  Ned.  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  no  compromise  about  it ;  one  sdde  or  the  other  gains  the 
victory ;  and  as  auoeess  is  sustained  by  numbers,  the  conqnerors 
posh  their  advantages  to  the  utmost.  They  think  of  their  own 
grosser  interests,  their  passions  and  prejudices,  rather  than  of  any 
'  healtbful  compromise,'  as  you  term  it.  What  compromise  is  there 
•  in  this  infernal  code  ?" — Dnnscomb  was  an  ultra  himself,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  system  that  has  a  good  deal  of  that  which  is  use^l, 
diluted  by  more  that  is  not  quite  so  good  — "  or  what  in  this 
matter  of  the  election  of  judges  by  the  people  F  Ab  respects  the 
last,  for  instance,  had  the  tenure  of'  office  been  made  'good  be- 
haviour,' there  would  have  been  something  like  acompromise; 
but,  no — the  conqueroia  took  all;  and  what  is  worse,  the  con- 
querors were  actually  a  minority  of  the  voters,  so  easy  is  it 
to  cow  even  numbers  by  political  chicanery.  In  tbis  respect, 
democracy  is  no  more  in&Uible,  than  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment." 

"  I  confess,  I  do  not  see  how  this  ia  shown,  unce  the  poE'i  were 
free  to  every  citizen." 

"  The  result  fiilrly  proves  it. ,  Less  than  half  of  the  known 
number  of  the  electors  voted  for  the  change.  Now,  it  is  absurd 
to  suppose  that  men  who  really  and  affirmatively  wished  a  ne» 
constitution  would  stay  away  from  the  polls." 


"More  BO,  than  to  suppose  that  &ey  who  did  not  hIsIi  it, 
vovld  stay  airay,  too?" 

"  M<H«  so ;  and  for  tliis  reason.  Tboosands  iancied  it  useless  ' 
to  stem  the  cunent  of  vliat  tliey  fancied  a  popular  mOTement, 
and  were  passire  in  the  matter.  Any  man,  of  an  ezten^va 
iicqnaintance,  may  easilj  connt  a  hundred  sueh  idlers.  Then  a 
Ijood  maay  stood  on  their  legal  rights,  and  refused  to  vote,  bo- 
otuise  the  manner  of  producing  the  change  was  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  a  preTioua  contract  j  the  old  constitution  pointing  ont  the 
manner  in  which  the  instrument  could  be  altered,  which  was  not 
the  mode  adopted.  Then  tens  of  thousands  voted  for  the  new 
constitution,  who  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  They  loved 
change,  and  voted  for  change's  sake;  and,  possibly,  with  some 
vague  notion  that  they  were  t«  he  benefited  by  making  the  insti- 
tutions as  popular  as  possible." 

"And  is  not  this  the  truth  ?  Will  not  the  mass  be  all  the 
better  off,  by  exercising  as  much  power  as  they  can  ?" 

"  No ;  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  masses  cannot,  in  the  ' 
nature  of  things,  exercise  more  than  a  very  limited  power.    Yon, 
youiself,  for  instance,  one  of  the  mass,  cannot  exercise  this  very 
power  of  choosing  a  judge,  as  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  and  of 
oonrse  axe  liable  to  do  more  harm  than  good." 

"  The  deuce  I  cannot  I  Why  is  not  my  vote  as  good  as  your 
own  ?  or  that  of  any  other  man  f" 

"  For  the  simple  reason,  that  you  are  ignorant  of  the  whole 
matter.  Ask  yourself  the  question,  and  answer  it  like  an  honest 
man :  would  you  —  could  you,  with  tlie  knowledge  yon  possess, 
lay  your  finger  on  any  man  in  this  community,  and  say,  '  I  make 
yon  a  judge  ?' " 

"  Tes ;  my  finger  would  be  laid  on  you,  in  a  minute." 

"  Ah,  Ned,  that  will  do,  as  a  friend ;  but  how  would  it  do  ae 
6  jndioious  selection  of  a  judge  you  do  not  know?  lou  are 
.gniffant  of  the  law,  and  must  necessarily  be  ignorant  of  the 


qualiiioalioiiii  of  auj  particular  person  to  be  aa  interpreter  ot  it, 
Whai  ia  true  of  jou,  is  equally  true  of  a.  yaat  majority  of  thoee 
who  are  uow  the  electors  of  our  judges." 
I      "I  aju  not  a  little  surprised,  Tom,  to  hear  you  talk  in  this 
way;  for  you  profess  to  be  a  democrat!" 

"To  tie  extent  of  ^viiig  the  people  all  power,  in  the  last 
resort  —  all  power  that  they  can  intelligently  and  usefully  use ; 
but  not  to  the  extent  of  pennittiug  tlicni  to  make  the  laws,  te 
execute  the  laws,  and  to  interpret  tlie  laws.  All  that  the  people 
want,  is  sufficient  power  to  secure  their  liberliea,  which  is  simply 
such  a  state  of  things  aa  shall  secure  what  is  right  between  man 
and  man.  Now,  it  is  the  want  of  this  all-important  security,  in 
a  practical  point  of  view,  of  which  I  complain.  Kcly  on  it,  Ned, 
the  people  gain  nothing  by  exercising  an  authority  that  they  do 
not  know  how  to  turn  to  good  account.  It  were  fee  better  for 
them,  and  for  the  state,  to  confine  themselves  to  the  choice  of 
general  agents,  of  whose  characters  they  may  know  something, 
and  then  confide  all  other  powers  to  eerrants  appointed  by  those 
named  by  these  agents,  holding  all  alike  to  a  rigid  responsibility. 
As  for  the  judges,  they  will  soon  take  decided  party  charactors; 
and  men  will  as  blindly  accuse,  and  as  blindly  defend  them, 
as  they  now  do  their  other  leading  partisans.  What  between 
the  bench  and  the  jury-box,  we  shall  shortly  enjoy  a  legal  pao- 
.  demonium." 

"  Yet  there  are  those  who  think  the  trial  by  jury  is  the  "palW 
dium  of  our  liberties." 

Bunscomb  laughed  outright,  for  he  recollected  his  conversa- 
Uon  irith  the  young  men,  which  we  have  already  related.  Then 
iuppresMug  his  risible  propensity,  he  continued  gravely — 

"Tes,  one  or  two  papers,  well  fee'd  by  this  young  woman'* 
spare  cash,  might  do  her  more  good  than  any  service  I  can  ren- 
der her.  I  dare  say  the  accounts  now  published,  or  socn  to  b« 
published,  will  leave  a  strong  bias  against  her.". 
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"  Why  not  fee  a  reporter  as  woll  as  a  lawyer,  eh,  Tom  ?  Them 
'a  no  great  difference,  as  I  can  see." 

"Yea  you  can,  and  will,  too,  as  soon  as  jou  look  into  tlie 
matter.  A  hiwyer  is  paid  for  a  known  and  authorized  assislaiice, 
and  tlie  public  recognises  in  him  one  engaged  in  the  interests  of 
his  client,  and  acccpte  bis  statemeute  and  efforts  accordingly. 
But  the  conductor  of  a  public  journal  sete  up  a  claim  to  strict 
impartiality,  in  bis  very  professiou,  and  should  tell  nothing  but 
what  he  believes  to  be  true,  neither  inventing  nor  suppressing.  In 
his  facts,  he  is  merely  the  publisher  of  a  record;  in  his  reason- 
ing, a  judge ;  not  an  advocate." 

The  doctor  now  laughed,  in  his  turn,  and  well  he  might;  few 
men  being  so  ignorant  as  not  to  understand  how  far  removed 
from  all  this  are  most  of  those  who  control  the  public  journals. 

"  After  all,  it  is  a  tremendous  power  to  confide  to  irresponsible 
men !"  he  exclaimed. 

"That  it  is,  and  there  is  nothing  among  us  that  so  completely 
demonstrates  how  far,  very  far,  the  public  mind  is  in  the  rear  of 
the  facts  of  the  country,  than  the  blind,  reckless  manner  in 
which  the  press  is  permitted  to  tyrannize  over  the  community,  in 
the  midst  of  all  our  hosannas  to  the  Goddess  of  Liberty.  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  what  ia  termed  a  &ee  press  is  use&l,  and  has 
been  useful  in  curbing  on  irrespon^ble,  hereditary  power,  in 
other  lands,  we  are  just  stupid  enough  to  think  it  ia  of  equal 
importance  here,  where  no  such  power  exists,  and  where  all  that 
remains  to  be  done,  is  to  strictly  maintain  the  equal  rights  of  all 
classes  of  eitizens.  Bid  we  understand  ourselves,  and  oar  own 
real  wants,  not  a  paper  should  be  printed  in  the  state,  that  dij 
not  make  a  deposit  to  meet  the  legal  penalties  it  might  incur  by 
the  abuse  of  its  trust.  This  is  or  was  done  in  France,  the  country 
of  all  others  that  best  respects  equality  of  rights  in  theory,  if  not 
hi  practice !" 

•'  Yon  surely  would  not  place  restrictions  on  the  press  I" 


"I  would  though,  and  very  eevere  restrictions,  as  salutaij 
ehecbs  on  the  immense  power  it  wields.  I  would,  for  instanoe, 
forbid  the  publioatiou  of  any  statement  vhatever,  touching  par- 
ties in  the  courts,  whethei  m  dvil  or  criminal  cases,  pending  the 
hotions,  that  the  public  mind  might  not  be  tainted,  by  design. 
Qive  the  right  to  publish,  and  it  will  be,  and  is  abused,  and  that 
most  flagrantly,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  corruption.  I  tell  you, 
Ned,  as  soon  as  you  make  a  trade  of  news,  you  create  a  stock 
market  that  will  have  its  rise  ttad  fall,  vmder  the  impulses  of  fear, 
falsehood,  and  &vour,  just  like  your  money  transactions.  It  is 
a  perversion  of  the  nature  of  things,  to  make  of  news  more  than 
a  dmple  statement  of  what  has  actually  occurred.'' 

"  It  is  surely  natural  to  lie  I" 

"  That  is  it,  and  this  is  the  very  reason  we  should  not  throw 
extraordinary  protection  around  a  thousand  tongues  which  speak 
by  means  of  types,  that  we  do  not  ^ve  to  the .  nataral  member. 
The  lie  that  is  told  by  the  press  is  ten  thousand  limes  a  lie,  in 
comparison  with  that  which  issues  £:om  the  mouth  of  man." 

"  By  Qeorge,  Tom,  if  I  had  your  views,  I  would  see  that  soma 
of  this  strange  young  woman's  money  should  be  used  in  sustdn- 
ing  her,  by  means  of  the  agents  you  mention  I" 

"  That  would  never  do.  This  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which 
'want  of  principle'  has  an  ascendancy  over  'principle.'  The 
upright  man  cannot  consent  to  use  improper  instruments,  while 
the  dishonest  fellows  seize  on  them  with  avidity.  So  much  the 
greater,  therefore,  is  the  necessity  for  the  law's  watching  the 
iuterests  of  the  first  with  the  utmost  jealousy.  But,  unfortu- 
nately, we  run  away  with  the  sound,  and  overlook  the  sense  of 
things." 

We  have  related  this  conversation  at  a  length  which  a  certain 
class  of  oar  readers  will  probably  find  tedious,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  a  light  comprehension  of  various  features  in  the  picture  wc 
ire  about  to  draw.     At  the  Stag's  Head  the  friends  stopped  tc 
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hit  the  horses  blow,  and,  vbile  the  auimak  were  ooclin  *  them 
■elvea  under  tbe  care  of  Stephen  Hoof,  McBrain'a  coachman,  tho 
gcDtlemea  took  a  ehorl  walk  in  the  hamlet.  At  several  pointu, 
as  thej-  moved  along,  they  overheard  the  subject  of  the  murders 
alluded  to,  and  saw  divers  newspapers,  in  the  hands  of  sundry 
mdividuak,  who  were  eagerly  perusing  accounts  of  the  same 
events ;  sometimes  by  themselves,  but  oftener  to  groups  of  atten- 
tive listeners.  The  travellers  were  now  so  near  town  as  to  be 
completely  within  its  moral,  not  to  say  physical,  atmosphere  — 
bebg  little  more  than  a  suburb  of  New  York.  On  theb  return 
to  the  inn,  the  doctor  stopped  under  the  shed  to  look  at  his 
horses,  before  Stephen  checked  thorn  up  agiun,  previously  to  a 
fresh  start.  Stephen  was  neither  an  Inshtuan  nor  a  black;  but 
a  regular,  old-fashioned,  Alanhattannesc  coachman ;  a  class  apart, 
and  of  whom,  in  the  confusion  of  tongues  that  pervades  that 
modem  Babel,  a  few  still  remain,  like  monuments  of  the  paat, 
scattered  ^ong  the  Appian  Way. 

"How  do  your  horses  stand  the  heat,  Stephen?"  the  doctor 
kindly  enquired,  always  speaking  of  the  beasta  as  if  they  were 
the  property  of  the  coachman,  and  not  of  himself.  "  Pill  looks 
as  if  he  had  been  well  warmed  this  morning." 

*'  Yea,  sir,  he  takes  it  somewhat  hotter  than  Poleus,  in  the 
spring  of  the  year,  as  a  gineral  thing.  FiU  vill  vork  famonsly, 
if  a  body  vill  only  give  him  his  feed  in  vbat  I  calls  a  genteel 
vay;  but  them  'ere  country  taverns  has  nothing  nice  about  'em, 
not  even  a  clean  manger;  and  a  town  hoiBO  that  is  accustomed 
to  a  sweet  stable  and  proper  company,  won't  stand  up  to  the  rack 
IS  he  should  do,  in  one  of  their  holes.  Sow,  Polens  I  colls  a 
gineral  feeder;  it  makes  no  matter  vith  him  vhether  he  is  at 
home,  or  out  on  a  farm — he  finishes  his  oate;  but  It  isn't  s<f 
vith  POl,  sir — his  stomach  is  delicate,  and  the  horse  that  don't 
get  his  proper  food  vill  sweat,  summer  or  Ymfe.r." 

"I  sometimes  think,  Stephen,  it  might  be  better  to  take  thom 
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both  off  their  oats  for  a  few  daTs,  and  let  blood,  perhaps ;  thej  mj 
that  the  fleam  is  as  good  for  a  horse  as  the  lancet  is  for  a  man." 

"Don't  thint  on't,  sir,  I  beg  of  you  I  I'm  sure  they  has 
doctor-stuff  in  their  names,  not  to  crowd  'em  down  yiti  any 
more,  jist  as  viutu  veather  is  a  setldn'  in.  Oats  is  physic  enough 
for  a  horse,  and  vhen  the  creators  vantfi  anything  more,  sir,  jict 
leave  'em  to  me.  I  knows  as  peculiar  a  drench  as  ever  vaa 
poured  down  a  vheeler's  throat,  vithoat  troubliu'  that  academy 
in  Barclay  street,  vhere  so  many  gentlemen  goes  two  or  three 
timM  a  Teok,  and  vhere  they  do  say,  so  many  goes  in  as  never 
somes  out  whole." 

"  Well,  Stephen,  I  '11  not  interfere  with  your  treatment,  for  I 
confess  to  very  litde  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  horses.  What 
have  you  got  in  the  paper  there,  tLat  I  see  you  have  been 
reading?" 

" Vhy,  sir,"  answered  Stephen,  scratching  his  head,  "it's  aL 
about  our  affair,  up  yonder." 

« Our  afEiir !  Oh !  you  mean  the  inquest,  and  the  murder. 
Well,  what  does  the  paper  say  about  it.  Hoof?" 

"It  says  it's  a  most  'thrilling  a'count,'  ar,  and  an  'awfiJ 
tragedy* ;  and  it  Tonders  That  young  vomen  is  a  coming  to,  next. 
I  am  pretty  much  of  the  same  vay  of  thinking,  sir,  myself." 

"  You  are  in  the  habit  of  thinking  very  much  as  the  news- 
papers do,  are  you  not,  Stephen  ?"  asked  Dunscomb. 

"Yell,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  you're  hit  it!  There  is  an  onac- 
countable  resemblance,  like,  in  our  thoughts.  I  hardly  ever  set 
down  to  read  a  paper,  that,  afore  I've  got  half  vay  through  it.  I 
find  it  thinking  just  as  I  do  I  It  puzzles  me  to  know  how  them 
that  writes  for  these  papers  finds  out  a  body's  thoughts  so  veil  I" 

"  They  have  a  w,iy  of  doing  it  j  but  it  is  too  long  a  story  to  go 
over  now.  So  this  paper  has  something  to  say  about  our  young 
woman,  has  it,  St«phen  f  and  it  mentions  the  Bibcrry  business  V' 

"A  good  deal,  'Squire;    and  vhat  I  calls  good  sense,  too 
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Vhy,  gentlemen,  vliat  ebtill  we  all  come  to,  if  young  gals  of 
fifteen  can  knock  ns  in  tbe  bead,  matched,  like,  or  in  ptura,  killing 
a,  whole  team  at  one  blow,  and  then  set  fire  to  the  stables,  and 
bum  ns  np  to  our  anatomies?" 

"  Fifteen  I  Does  your  account  say  that  Miss  Monson  is  oulj 
fifteen.  Hoof?" 

" '  She  appears  to  be  of  the  tender  age  of  fifteen,  and  is  of 
extt'ornaiy  personal  attractions.'  Them 's  the  weny  TOids,  sir ; 
but  perhaps  yoa'd  like  to  read  it  yonreelves,  gentlemen  t" 

As  Stephen  made  this  remark,  he  very  civilly  offered  the 
jonmal  to  Punscomb,  who  took  it;  but  was  not  disposed  to  drop 
the  conversation  just  then  to  read  it,  though  his  eye  did  glance 
at  the  article,  as  ho  continued  the  subject.  This  was  a  habit 
with  him;  his  clerks  often  saying,  be  could  cany  the  chains  of 
■rgnmenlb  of  two  subjects  in  his  mind  at  the  same  moment.  Hia 
present  object,  was  in  ascertain  from  this  man  what  might  be  the 
popular  feeling  in  regard  t«  hia  client,  at  the  place  they  had  just 
left,  and  the  scene  of  the  events  themselves. 

"What  is  tiiought  and  swd,  at  Bibeiry,  among  those  with 
whom  you  talked,  Stephen,  oonceming  Ibis  matter?" 

"  That  it 's  a  most  awful  ewent,  'Squire  I  One  of  the  werry 
vorst  that  has  happened  in  these  werry  vicked  times,  wc.  I  heard 
one  gentleman  go  over  all  the  murders  that  has  taken  place  about 
Tork  during  these  last  t«n  years,  and  a  perdi^ous  sight  on  'em 
there  vas;  so  many,  that  I  began  t«  vender  I  vasn't  one  of  the 
wictama  myself;  but  he'coonted  'em  off  on  his  fingers,  and  made 
this  out  to  be  one  of  the  weny  vorst  of  'em  all,  w.  He  did, 
indeed,  mi." 

"  Was  he  a  reporter,  Stephen  ?  one  of  the  psrsons  who  are 
»ent  out  by  the  papers  to  collect  news  ?' ' 

"  I  believe  he  vas,  sir.  Quite  a  gentleman ;  and  vith  some- 
thing to  say  to  all  he  met.  He  often  came  out  to  the  stables, 
and  had  a  long  oonwersatdon  vith  as  poor  a  feller  as  I  be." 
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"Pray,  what  could  he  have  to  Bay  to  you,  Stephen?"  do 
Duuided  the  doctor,  a  little  gravely. 

"  Oh  I  lote  of  things,  ar.  He  began  by  prwMng  the  horaesy 
and  aakiDg  their  names.  I  ^ve  him  my  names,  m,  not  youm  ; 
for  I  thought  he  might  get  it  into  print,  somehow,  that  Dr. 
McBrain  calls  his  coach-horsea  afier  his  physic.  Fill  and  Folens" 
— "Bolus,"  was  the  real  appellation  that  the  owner  had  been 
pleased  to  give  this  beast ;  bat  as  Stephen  fimcied  the  word  had 
some  connection  with  "  pole-hoise,"  be  chose  to  pronounce  it  as 
written — "  Yes,  I  did  n't  vish  your  names  to  get  into  the  papers, 
sir;  and  ho  I  told  him  'Pill'  vas  called  'Marygoold,'  and 
'Poleus,'  'Dandelion.'  He  pomised  an  article  about  'em,  Mr; 
and  I  give  him  the  ages,  blood,  sires,  and  dams,  of  both  the 
beauties.  He  told  me  he  thought  the  names  delightful;  and 
I  'm  iu  hopes,  sir,  you  '11  give  up  youm,  arter  all,  and  take  to 
mine,  altogether." 

"  We  shall  see.     And  he  promised  an  article,  did  he  ?" 

"  Yes,  sir,  quite  voluntary.  I  know'd  that  the  horses  could  n't 
be  ontdoue,  and  told  him  as  much  as  that;  fnw  I  thought,  as  the 
subject  vas  up,  it  might  be  as  veil  to  do  'em  all  the  credit  I 
could.  Periiaps,  vhen  they  gels  to  be  too  old  for  vork,  you 
might  vish  to  part  vith  'em,  sir,  and  then  a  good  newspaper 
character  could  do  'em  no  great  harm." 

Stephen  was  a  particularly  honest  fellow,  as  to  things  in  gens- 
ral;  hut  he  had  the  infirmity  which  seems  to  be  so  general  among 
men,  that  of  a  propenaty  to  cheat  in  a 'transfer  of  horse-flesh. 
DuDscomb  was  amused  ftt  this  exhibition  of  chaTact«r,  of  which 
be  had  seen  so  much  in  his  day,  and  felt  disposed  to  follow  it  up. 

"  I  believe  you  had  some  difficulty  in  choosing  one  of  the 
Dorses,  Stephen"  —  McBrain  commissioned  his  coachman  to  dii 
iH  the  bargaining  of  this  sort',  and  had  never  lost  a  cent  by  hib 
confidence  —  "  Pill,  I  think  it  was,  that  did  n't  bring  as  good  a 
obaracter  ae  he  might  have  done?" 
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".Beg  your  paidoa,  'Squire,  'twas  n't  he,  but  Marygoold. 
Vhy,  the  tlung  vas  this :  a  gentleman  of  the  chorch  had  faonght 
Marygoold  to  go  in  a  huggy;  hut  soon  vanted  to  part  vith  him, 
'cauae  of  his  shyin'  in  single  harness,  vbich  fiightened  his  vife, 
as  he  said.  Now,  all  the  difficulty  vaa  in  this  one  thing :  not 
that  I  cared  at  all  about  the  oreatur'g  shjin',  vhich  tos  no  great 
matter  in  double  harness,  jou  know,  sir,  and  a  body  coold  soon 
ooax  him  ont  of  the  notion  on  it,  by  judgematicat  drifiii'}  but 
the  difficulty  Tas  here — if  the  owner  of  a  horse  owned  so  much 
f^'in  his  character,  thore  most  be  a  great  deal  behind,  that  a 
feller  must  find  out  as  Tell  as  he  could.  I  've  know'd  a  foun- 
dered animal  put  off  under  a  character  for  shyin'." 

"  And  the  owner  a  clergyman,  Stephen  f ' ' 

"Perhaps  not,  sir.  But  it  makes  no  great  matter  in  tradin' 
horsesj  church  and  the  vorld  is  much  of  a  muchness." 

"  Did  that  reporting  gentleman  ask  any  questions  concerning 
the  owner,  as  well  as  concerning  the  horses?" 

'^  Vhy,  yes,  mi;  vhen  ho  vas  done  vith  the  animals,  he  did 
make  a  few  ohaerwataons  about  the  doctor.  He  ranted  to  know 
if  he  vas  married  yet,  and  vhen  it  Tas  to  happen ;  and  how  much 
I  thought  he  might  be  vortfa,  and  how  much  Mrs.  TJpdyke  vaa 
co'.inted  for;  and  if  there  vas  children;  and  vhich  house  the 
femily  vaa  to  live  in ;  and  There  he  should  keep  the  slate,  artei 
the  veddin'  had  come  o£F;  and  how  much  the  doctor's  practice 
vas  Torth;  and  Thether  he  Tas  Thig  or  locy;  and,  most  of  all,  ha 
Tanted  to  know  Thy  he  and  you,  sir,  should  go  to  Bibcrry  about 
this  murder." 

"What  did  you  tell  him,  Stephen,  in  reference  to  the  last?" 

"  ^Tiat  oould  I,  Mr  ?  I  don't  know,  myself.  I  'tc  druv'  the 
Jootor  ofl»n  and  often  to  See  them  that  has  died  soon  arter  our 
Bfisit;  but  I  never  druv'  him,  afore,  to  wiat  the  dead.  That 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  he  tss  much  mi'itaken  about  the- 
Hkclotons;  but  it's  all  in  the  paper,  dr." 
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On  faearing  this,  DuuBootub  qtucklj'  turned  b>  the  columns  of 
tlic  journal  agaiuj  and  waa  soon  reading  their  contents  alond  to 
his  Iriend ;  in  Hie  meantime,  Stephen  set  Mar^goold  and  Dan- 
delion in  motion  once  more. 

The  Bceoimt  vas  mach  aa  Dunaoomb  expected  to  find  it;  so 
tv  littcn  aa  to  do  no  possible  good,  while  it  might  do  a  great  deal 
3(  harm.  The  intention  waa  to  feed  a  morbid  feeling  in  the  vul- 
gar for  exaggerated  acconnta  of  the  ahoddng — the  motive  being 
g^n.  An^ixLg  that  wonld  sell,  was  griat  for  tbia  mill ;  and  tbe 
more  marvellouB  and  teiiible  tbe  history  of  the  event  conld  be 
made,  the  greater  vaa  the  aucceaa  likely  to  be.  The  allnsiooB  to 
Mary  Monson  were  managed  with  a  good  deal  of  addreea;  f<x, 
while  there  waa  a  aeeming  reapeot  for  her  ligbte,  the  leader  waa 
left  to  infer  that  her  guilt  was  not  only  beyond  a  question,  but 
of  the  darkest  dye.  It  was  while  reading  and  commenting  on 
these  articlcB,  that  ilic  carriage  entered  Broadway,  and  Boon  set 
Ihmacomb  down  at  his  own  door.  There  the  doctor  left  itj 
choosing  to  walk  aa  £u'  aa  Mra.  TJpdyke'a,  rather  than  give 
Btcfilien  more  materiala  fc^  the  reporter. 
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re  Uke  brothers 

Tn  the  brave  daya  of  dd." 

AfacaxJajr. 

Il  luE  been  said  that  John  Wilmeler  was  left  hj  hia  tinole  ut 
Biberry,  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  their  strange  client.  John, 
or  Jack,  as  be  was  commonly  called  by  bia  &miUni8,  inoluding 
his  pretty  sister,  was  in  the  main  a  very  good  fellow,  though  faz 
from  being  free  from  the  infirmitiea  to  which  the  male  portion 
of  the  humnn  family  arc  subject,  when  under  tbe  age  of  thirty. 
He  was  frank,  manly,  generons,  disposed  to  think  for  himself, 
and  what  is  somewhat  unusual  with  bia  countrymen,  of  a  tem- 
perament tbat  led  bim  to  make  up  his  mind  suddenly,  and  was 
not  to  be  easily  swayed  by  the  notions  that  might  be  momentarily 
fioating  about  in  the  neighbourhood.  Perhaps  a  little  of  a  spiiil 
of  oppoution  to  the  feeUng  that  was  so  rapidly  gaining  head  in 
Bibeny,  inclined  him  to  take  a  warmer  interest  In  the  fdngular 
femaTe  who  stood  charged  with  Boch  enormous  cnmea,  than  he 
might  otherwise  have  done. 

The  instructions  left  by  Mr.  Dunsoomb  with  his  nephew,  also 
giive  the  latter  some  uneasiness.     In  the  first  place,  they  had 
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been  very  ample  tind  thonglitfiil  on  Qie  subject  of  the  prisoners 
comforts,  which  had  been  seen  to  in  a  waj  that  is  by  no  meant 
common  in  a,  gaol.  Money  had  been  osed  pretty  finely  in  effect- 
ing thiE  object,  it  ia  true ;  but,  out  of  the  large  towns,  money 
passes  for  much  leas  on  such  occasions,  in  America,  than  in  most 
Other  countries.  The  people  are  generally  kind-bearted,  and 
jonnderate  for  the  wants  of  others;  and  fitir  words  will  usually 
ia  qnit«  as  much  as  dollaiB.  Danscomb,  however,  had  made  a 
rcry  judidous  application  of  both,  and  beyond  Qie  confinement 
and  the  fearful  nature  of  tbe  charges  brought  against  bcr,  Harj 
Monson  bad  very  little  to  compltun  of  in  ber  situation. 

The  part  of  bis  instructions  wbiclTgaTe  John  Wilmoter  most 
uneasiness,  which  really  vexed  bim,  related  to  the  prisoner's  ia< 
Qocence  or  guilt  The  ancle  distrusted;  tbc  nepbew  was  all 
confidence.  While  tbe  first  bad  looked  at  the  circumstances 
coolly,  and  was,  if  anything,  leaning  to  the  opinioa  that  there 
might  be  truth  in  the  charges ;  the  last  beheld  in  Maiy  Monson 
an  attractive  young  person  of  the  other  sex,  whose  innocent 
countenance  was  the  pledge  of  aa  innocent  soul.  To  John,  it 
was  preposterous  to  entertain  a  charge  of  this  nature  against  one 
BO  singularly  ^ftod. 

"I  should  as  soon  think  of  accusing  Sarah  of  such  dark 
offences,  as  of  accusing  this  yonng  lady  I"  exclaimed  John  to  hia 
friend  Michael  Millington,  while  the  two  were  taking  their  break- 
fiist  nest  day.  "  It  is  preposterous — ^wicked — ^monstrous,  to  sup- 
pose that  a  young,  educated  female,  would,  or  could,  commit  sUbh 
crimes !  Why,  Mike,  she  understands  French  and  Italian,  and 
Spanish;  and  I  think  it  quite  likely  that  she  can  also  read  Ge^ 
man,  if,  indeed,  she  cannot  speak  it  1" 

"  How  do  you  know  this  ?  —  Has  she  been  making  a  dispbij 
jf  her  knowledge  ?" 

"  Not  in  the  least  —  it  all  came  out  as  naturally  as  possible. 
8be  af  ked  for  some  of  her  own  books  to  read,  and  when  the} 
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nciv  brought  to  her,  I  found  that  she  had  selected  works  in  oil 
foiir  of  these  langoa^^  I  was  quite  ashamed,  of  mj  own  igno- 
nmce,  T  can  assure  yon;  which  amounta  to  no  more  than  a 
anatteimg  of  French,  in  the  face  of  her  Spanish,  Italian  and 
Qeimanl" 

"  Foh  I  T  should  n't  have  minded  it,  in  the  least,"  Michael 
\erj  oooll;  replied,  his  mouth  bemg  half-full  of  bee&t«Bk.  "  [The 
^rls  lead  ns  m  sooh  things,  of  course.  No  man  dreams  of  keep- 
ing up  with  a  young  lady  who  has  got  into  the  living  languages. 
Miss  Wihneter  might  teach  ns  both,  and  laugh  at  our  ignorance, 
in  the  bargain." 

"  Sarah  I  Ay,  liihe  is  a  good  cnongh  ^I,  in  her  loay — bat  no 
more  to  be  compared " 

Jack  Wilmcter  stopped  short,  for  Millington  dropped  his  knife 
with  not  a  little  clatter,  on  his  plate,  and  was  gamg  at  his  friend 
in  a  sort  of  fierce  astonishment 

"  Yoa  do  n't  dream  of  comparing  your  sister  to  this  unknown 
and  suspected  straQgcrl"  at  length  Michael  got  out,  speaking 
Tery  much  like  one  whose  head  has  been  held  under  water  and! 
his  breath  waa  nearly  exhausted.  "Yon  ought  to  recollect, 
John,  tbttt  Tirtoe  should  uerer  be  brought  unnecesaarily  in  con- 
tact with  Tioe." 

"  Mike,  and  do  you,  too,  believe  in  the  guilt  of  Mary  Monson  7" 

"  I  believe  that  she  is  committed  under  a  verdict  ^ven  by  an 
mquest^  and  think  it  beat  to  suspend  my  opinion  as  to  the  miuu 
bet,  in  waiting  for  further  evidence.  Remember,  Jack,  how 
(tften  your  nncle  has  told  us  that,  after  all,  good  witneBses  were 
the  gi^  of  the  law.  Let  us  wait  and  see  what  a  trial  may  bring 
forth." 

Young  Wilmet«r  covered  his  &ce  with  his  hands,  bowed  bis 
head  to  the  table,  and  ate  not  another  morsel  that  morning. 
Bis  good  sense  admonished  h™  of  the  prudence  of  the  adviotf 
ju4  ^ven;  while  feelings,  hnpetoous,  and  exdted  ahnort  to. 


fleroeneaa,  impelled  him  to  go  forth  and  war  on  all  who  denied 
the  innocence  of  the  acooeed.    To  own  the  truth,  John  Wilmetts 

was  fast  becoming  entangled  in  the  mesh^  of  love. 

And,  Booth  to  saj,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  awkwardness 
of  her  utoation,  the  angry  feeling  that  was  so  fafit  rising  uf 
against  her  in  Bibenj  and  its  vidni^,  and  the  general  mystei^ 
that  concealed  her  real  name,  chatacter  and  history,  there  waa 
that  about  Mary  Monson,  in  her  countenance,  other  personal  ad- 
vantages, and  most  of  all  in  her  manner  and  voice,  that  might  • 
well  catch  ihe  fancy  of  a  youth  of  warm  feelings,  and  through 
his  fancy,  sooner  oi  later,  touch  bis  heart.  As  yet,  John  wa« 
only  under  the  influence  of  the  new-born  sentiment,  and  had  he 
now  been  removed  from  Biberry,  it  is  probable  that  the  feolingb 
and  interest  which  had  been  so  suddenly  and  powerfully  awap 
kesed  in  him  would  have  passed  away  altogether,  or  remained 
in  shadow  on  his  memory,  as  a  melancholy  and  yet  pleasant 
record  of  hours  past,  under  circumstances  in  which  men  live  &st, 
if  they  do  not  always  live  well.  little  did  the  uncle  think  of 
the  great  danger  to  which  he  exposed  his  nephew,  when  he 
placed  bim,  like  a  sentinel  in  law,  on  duty  near  the  poiial  of  hit 
immured  client.  But  the  experienced  Bunscomb  was  imzions  tr 
biing  John  into  active  life,  and  to  place  him  in  mtuations  that 
might  lead  him  to  think  and  execute  for  himself;  and  it  had  beep 
much  his  practice,  of  late,  to  put  the  young  man  forward,  when 
ever  circumstances  would  admit  of  it.  Although  the  counsellor 
waa  more  than  at  his  ease  in  fortune,  and  John  and  Sarah  each 
possessed  very  respectable  means,  that  placed  them  altogethei 
above  dopcndenoc,  he  was  exceedingly  ansioaa  that  his  nephew 
should  succeed  to  his  own  business,  as  the  surest  mode  of  secur. 
ing  his  happiness  and  respectobility  in  a  conununtty  where  the 
number  of  the  idle  is  relatively  so  small  as  to  render  the  pursuits 
of  a  class  that  is  by  no  means  without  its  oses,  where  it  can  be 
made  to  serve  the  tastes  and  manners  of  a  countiy,  difficult  of 


ittainmoat.  He  had  the  saina  desire  in  behalf  of  his  niece,  <a 
that  iihe  should  become  tbe  wife  of  a  maa  who  had  scmething  to 
do;  and  the  ciroumstonoe  that  MilJington,  thongh  of  highly 
reputable  conneotionB,  waa  almost  entirely  without  fortune,  was 
DO  objcctJOQ  in  his  eyea  to  the  tinion  that  Sarah  was  bo  obvioual} 
iucliiied  to  form.  The  two  young  men  had  been  k-tt  on  the 
gronnd,  therefore,  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  a  olient  whom 
Dnnsoomb  waa  compelled  to  admit  was  one  that  interested  him 
more  than  any  other  in  whose  serrioes  he  had  ever  been  eiU' 
ployed,  strongly  as  he  was  disposed  to  fear  that  appearances 
might  be  deoeitfnL 

Our  yonng  men  were  not  Idle.  In  addition  to  doing  all  that 
was  in  their  power  to  contribute  to  the  personal  comforts  of  Miss 
BfoDson,  they  were  active  and  intelligent  in  obtaining,  and 
making  notes  of,  all  the  fitcls  that  had  been  drawn  out  by  the 
coroner's  inquest,  or  which  could  be  gleaned  in  the  ndghbour- 
hood.  Those  facts,  or  rumours,  John  classed  into  the  "  proved," 
the  "reported,"  the  "probable"  and  the  "improbable;"  accom- 
panying each  division  with  such  annotations  as  made  a  veiy  use* 
fill  sort  of  brief  for  any  one  who  wished  to  pnsh  the  inquiries 
further. 

"There,  Milliugton,"  he  aalA  when  they  reached  the  gaol,  on 
their  return  &om  a  walk  as  &r  as  the  ruins  of  the  house  which 
had  been  bnmt^  and  after  they  had  dined,  "  there ;  I  Qtiak  wo 
have  done  tolerably  well  for  one  day,  and  are  in  a  fur  way  to  ^ve 
nnde  Tom  a  pretty  fiill  account  of  this  miserable  busiuesB.  The 
more  I  see  and  learn  of  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  perfeoi 
innocence  of  the  accused.  I  trust  it  strikes  you  in  the  souk 
;Tay,  Mike?" 

Bnt  Mike  was  by  no  means  as  sanguine  as  his  friend.  He 
amiled  fiuntly  at  this  question,  and  endeavoured  to  evade  a  direct 
answer.  He  saw  bow  lively  were  the  hopes  of  Tom,  and 
how  di^ly  his  feelings  were  getting  to  be  interested  in  the 


matt^,  wliile  Iiis  own  judgment,  infloenced,  perhaps,  by  Mi. 
Dnnscomb's  example,  greatly  mdined  him  to  the  woret  foreboi 
ing  of  the  result  Stall  he  had  an  honest  aatis&ctioa  in  saying 
anything  that  might  contribute  to  the  grad&stioii  of  Sarah's 
brother,  and  &  good  opportonity  now  offering,  he  did  not  let  it 
escape  him. 

"  There  is  one  thing,  Jack,  that  seems  to  have  been  strangely 
overlooked,"  he  said,  "and  out  of  wbicb  some  advantage  may 
oomc,  if  it  be  thorooghly  rafted.  Yon  may  remember  it  ma 
stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  there  was  a  German  woman 
ill  the  £imily  of  the  Goodwins,  the  day  that  preceded  the  fire  — ' 
one  employed  in  housework?" 

"Now  you  mention  it,  I  do!  Sore  enough;  what  has  be- 
come of  that  woman  f" 

"  While  yon  were  drawing  your  diagram  of  the  ruins,  and 
projecting  your  plan  of  the  out-buildings,  garden,  fields  and  so 
on,  I  stepped  across  to  the  nearest  honse,  and  had  a  chat  with 
the  ladies.  You  may  rememher  I  told  you  it  was  to  get  a  drink 
of  milk ;  but  I  saw  petticoats,  and  thoogbt  soniething  might  be 
learned  from  woman's  propensity  to  talk  7" 

"I  know  you  left  me,  bnt  was  too  busy,  just  then,  to  see  on 
what  errand,  or  whither  you  went." 

"  It  was  .to  the  old  stone  fimn-houee  that  stands  only  fifty  rodfl 
from  the  ruina.  The  family  in  possession  is  named  Burton,  and 
a  more  talkatave  set  I  never  encountered  in  pettdooats." 

"How  many  had  yon  to  deal  with,  Mike?"  John  enquired, 
running  his  eyes  over  his  notes  as  be  asked  the  question,  in  a 
way  that  showed  how  little  bo  antidpated  from  this  interview 
with  the  Burtons.  "  If  more  than  one  of  the  garrulous  set  1 
{u^  yon,  for  I  had  a  specimen  of  them  yesterday  morning  myselt, 
m  a  pas^g  interview." 

"There  were  three  talkers,  and  one  ulent  body.  As  is  nsnal, 
I  thought  that  the  silent  member  of  the  house  kcew  more  thu 
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the  BpeakerSj  if  she  had  Wo  inclined  to  let  out  her  knov 
ledge." 

"  Ay,  that  is  a  way  we  have  of  judging  of  one  another ;  but  it 
U  as  often  fidse  as  true.  Aa  man;  persona  aie  silent  because 
the;  have  nothing  to  say,  as  becanse  they  aie  rejecting  j  and  of 
those  who  look  vety  wise,  about  one-half,  as  near  as  I  can  judge, 
look  BO  as  a  sort  of  apology  for  being  very  silly." 

"  I  can't  say  how  it  was  vith  Mrs.  Btirton,  the  silent  member 
of  the  family,  in  this  case ;  but  I  do  ^now  that  her  three  worthy 
usterB-in-law  are  to  be  classed  among  the  foolish  virgins." 

"  Had  they  no  oil  to  trim  their  lamps  vrithal?" 

"  It  had  all  been  used  to  render  their  tongnes  limber.  Never 
did  three  damsels  pour  out  words  in  so  full  a  rivulet,  as  I  was 
honoured  with  for  the  first  five  minutes.  By  the  end  of  that 
time,  I  was  enabled  to  put  a  question  or  two;  after  which  they 
were  better  satisfied  to  let  me  interrogat«,  while  they  wore  con- 

"  Did  you  leam  auythiug,  Mike,  to  reward  you  for  oU  this 
trouble  ?"  again  glancing  at  his  notes. 

"  I  think  I  did.  With  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  eliminatmg 
the  surplusaage,  if  I  may  coin  a  word  for  the  occa^on,  I  got  these 
Guts : — It  would  seem  that  the  German  woman  was  a  newly- 
amved  immigrant,  who  had  strolled  into  the  country,  and  offered 
to  W(a-k  for  her  food,  &o.  Mrs.  Goodwin  nsually  attended  to  all 
her  own  domestic  matters;  but  she  had  an  attack  of  the  rheuma- 
tism that  predisposed  her  to  receive  tim  offer,  and  that  so  much 
tlie  more  willingly,  because  the  '  help'  was  not  to  be  paid.  It 
appears  that  the  deceased  feroale  was  an  odd  mixture  of  miserly 
propensitieB  with  a  love  of  display.  She  hoarded  all  she  could 
lay  her  handa  on,  and  took  a  somewhat  imcommon  pleasure  in 
showing  her  hoards  to  her  neighbours.  In  consequence  of  this 
last  weakness,  the  whole  neighbonrbood  knew  not  only  of  her 
gold,  for  she  turned  every  coin  into  that  Sictal,  before  it  waa 
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cotungned  lo  her  stockiiig;  bat  of  the  amoaat  to  a  dollar,  iiLd 
the  place  where  she  kept  it.  la  this  all  agreed,  even  tti  the 
(ilent  matron." 

"Andwhat  has  beoome  of  this  Qcnnaa  woman  r'aakedJohi^ 
do^g  his  notes  with  sadden  interesL  "  Why  was  she  not  ex- 
amined before  the  iaqoeat  7  &ud  where  ia  she  now  7" 

"  No  ono  knows.  She  has  been  missing  ever  since  the  fire 
and  a  few  fancy  that  she  may,  aStei  all,  be  the  person  who  haa 
done  the  whole  mischief.  It  does  wear  n  strange  look,  that  no 
trace  can  be  heard  of  her!" 

"  This  must  he  looked  into  closely,  Mike.  It  is  unaccountably 
strange  that  more  was  not  said  of  her  before  the  coroner.  Yet, 
I  fear  one  thing,  too.  Dr.  McBrain  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
attainments  as  an  anatomist,  and  yoa  will  remember  that  he 
inolinea  to  the  opinion  that  both  the  skeletons  belonged  to 
females.  Now,  it  may  turn  oat  that  this  German  woman's 
remains  have  been  found ;  which  will  put  her  guilt  out  of  the 
question." 

"Surely,  Jock,  you  would  not  be  sony  to  have  it  t«im  out 
that  any  human  being  should  be  innocent  of  such  crimes  I" 

"  By  no  means ;  though  it  really  does  seem  to  me  mere  pro- 
bable that  an  unknown  straggler  should  be  the  guilty  ono  in  this 
case,  than  an  educated  young  female,  who  has  eveiy  claim  in  the 
way  of  attidnments  to  be  termed  a  lady.  Besides,  Michael,  these 
German  inunigraDte  have  bronght  more  than  their  share  of  crime 
among  us.  Look  at  the  reports  of  murders  and  robberies  for  the 
last  ten  years,  and  you  will  find  that  an  undue  proportion  of  them 
have  boen  committ«d  by  this  class  of  immigrants.  To  me,  no- 
thing appears  more  probable  than  this  aff^'s  being  traced  up  to 
that  very  woman." 

"  I  own  you  are  right,  in  saying  what  you  do  of  the  Germans. 
But  it  should  be  remembered,  that  some  of  their  states  are  said 
to  lutVQ  adopted  the  policy  of  sending  their  rogues  to  AmciiMi 


tf  England  were  to  attempt  Qvtt,  now,  I  Cmc;  Jonathan  would 
hardly  etttad  it!" 

"  He  ought  aot  to  stand  it  for  an  hour,  from  any  nation  on 
eaitii.  If  there  ever  was  a  good  cause  for  war,  this  is  one.  Yes, 
yes ;  tiiat  German  immigrant  must  be  looted  up,  and  examined." 

Michael  Millington  smiled  faintly  at  John  Wilmeter's  di* 
position  to  believe  the  worst  of  the  Hi^  Dutch ;  touching  tho 
frailtieE  of  whom,  however,  neither  of  tlie  two  had  exaggerated 
anything.  Far  more  than  their  share  of  the  grave  crimes  of  tliig 
oonntry  have,  within  the  period  named,  been  certainly  committed 
by  immigranta  from  Germany;  whether  the  cause  be  in  the 
nason  gjven,  or  in  national  character.  This  is  not  according  to 
ancient  opinion,  but  we  believe  it  to  be  strictly  according  to  &ct. 
The  ]Jiah  are  clannish,  turbulent,  and  much  disposed  to  knock 
each  other  on  the  head ;  but  it  is  not  to  rob,  or  to  pilfer,  but  to 
quarrel.  The  Englishman  will  pick  your  pocket,  or  commit  bor- 
glajy,  when  inclined  to  roguery,  and  frequently  he  has  a  way  of 
Lis  own  of  extorting,  in  the  way  of  vmls.  The  Frenchmen  may 
well  boast  of  their  freedom  from  wrongs  done  to  persona  or  pro- 
perty in  tliis  country;  no  class  of  immigrants  frimishing  to  the 
prisons,  comparatively,  fewer  criminals.  The  natives,  out  of  all 
proportion,  are  freest  from  crime,  if  tlie  blacks  be  excepted,  and 
when  we  compare  the  number  of  the  c<mvioted  with  the  number 
of  the  people.  .  Still,  such  results  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  fur- 
nishing absolnto  rules  by  which  to  judge  of  large  bodies  of  men ; 
dnoe  unsettled  lives  ou  the  one  hand,  and  the  charities  of  life 
tm  the  other,  may  cause  disproportions  that  would  not  otherwiss 
exist. 

If  one  of  these  skeletoas  be  lliat  of  the  German  woman,  and 
Dr.  McBrain  should  prove  to  be  right,"  said  John  Wilmeter, 
earnestly,  "what  has  become  of  the  remains  of  Mr.  Goodwin T 
There  was  a  husband  as  well  as  a  wife,  in  that  fiimily," 

"  Very  true,"  answered  Millington ;  "  and  I  learned  something 


oonoeining  hinij  too.  It  aeems  that  the  old  fellow  drank  inteinelj, 
Hi  times,  when  he  and  his  wife  made  the  hotisc  too  hot  to  hoU 
them.  All  the  Burtons  agreed  in  ^ving  this  account  ot  tho 
good  conpla  The  failing  was  not  generally  known,  and  had  not 
jet  gone  so  far  as  to  affect  iLe  old  man's  general  character,  tboogb 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  known  to  the  immediate  ueighbonrs." 

"And  not  one  word  of  all  this,  is  to  be  found  in  any  cf  tie 
reports  in  the  papers  from  town  1  Not  a  partide  of  testimony  on 
the  point  before  the  inquest !  Why,  Mike,  this  single  feet  may 
trtmish  a  clue  to  the  whole  catastrophe;" 

"  In  what  way  ?"  Millington  very  quietly  enquired. 

"Those  bones  are  the  bones  of  females;  old  Goodwin  haa 
robbed  the  house,  set  fire  to  it,  murdered  his  wife  and  the  Ger- 
man woman  in  a  drunken  &olic,  and  ran  away.  Here  is  a  his- 
tory for  Uncle  Tom,  that  wiU  delight  him;  for  if  he  do  not  feel 
quite  certain  of  Mary  Monson's  innocence  now,  he  would  be  dc- 
Ughted  to  learn  its  truth!" 

"  You  make  much  out  of  a  very  little,  Jack,  and  ima^e  &i 
more  than  you  can  prove.  Why  should  old  Goodwin  set  fire  to 
his  own  house — for  I  understand  the  property  was  his — steal  his 
own  moDoy  —  for,  though  married  women  did  then  hold  a  sepa- 
rate estate  in  a  bed-quilt,  or  a  gridiron,  the  law  could  not  touch 
the  preyious  accumulations  of  a  feme  coverte  —  and  murder  a 
poor  foreigner,  who  could  neither  give  nor  take  away  anything 
that  the  building  contained  ?  Then  he  is  t«  burn  his  own  house, 
and  make  himself  a  vagraut  in  his  old  age — and  that  among 
strangers  1  I  learn  he  was  bom  in  that  very  honse,  and  has 
passed  his  days  in  it.  Snch  a  man  would  not  be  very  likely  to 
destroy  it." 

"  Why  not,  to  conceal  a  murder  7  Crime  must  be  concealed 
or  it  is  punished." 

"Sometimes,"  returned  Michael,  drily,  "This  Btaiy  Mod- 
sou  will  be  hanged,  out  of  all  question,  should  the  case  go  agunet 


hi;r,  for  she  uiiderstandB  French,  and  Italian,  and  GermaD,  yen 
sav;  either  of  which  tongnoB  iroald  be  sufficient  to  hang  her; 
but  had  old  Mrs.  Goodwin  muidcred  her,  philantliropj  would 
have  been  up  and  stirring,  and  no  rope  would  be  sfretcbed." 

'  Millington,  you  have  a  way  of  talking,  at  times,  that  ia  quito 
Bhockiug  I  I  do  wish  you  could  correct  it.  Wbat  nse  is  there 
in  bringing  a  young  lady  like  Miss  Monson  down  to  the  lerel  of 
a  common  criminal?" 

"  She  will  be  brought  down  as  low  as  that,  depend  on  it,  if 
guilty.  There  is  no  hope  for  one  who  bears  about  her  person, 
in  air,  manner,  speech,  and  deportment,  the  unequivocal  signs  of 
a  lady.  Our  sympathies  are  all  kept  for  those  who  are  less  set 
apart  from  the  common  herd.  Sympathy  goes  by  majoiities,  as 
well  as  other  matters."  ^ 

"  You  think  her,  at  all  events,  a  lady  ?"  said  John,  quickly. 
"  How,  tbeu,  can  you  suppose  it  possible  that  she  has  been  guilty 
of  tiie  crimes  of  which  she  stands  accused  7" 

"  Simply,  because  my  old-fiishioned  lather  has  given  me  old- 
fiishionod  notions  of  the  meaning  of  terms.  So  thin-skinned 
have  people  become  lately,  that  even  language  must  be  perverted 
to  gratify  their  conceit.  The  terms  'gentleman'  and  'lady'  have 
as  defined  meanings  as  any  two  words  we  possess  —  signifying 
persons  of  cultivated  minds,  and  of  certain  refinements  in  tastes 
and  manners.  Morals  have  nothing  to  do  with  dther,  neces- 
sarily, as  a  'gentleman'  or  'lady'  may  be  very  wicked;  nay, 
often  are.  It  is  true  tbere  are  particular  acts,  partaking  of  mean- 
nesses, rather  than  anything  decidedly  criminal,  that,  by  a  con- 
vention, a  gentleman  or  lady  may  not  commit ;  but  there  aie  a 
hundred  others,  that  are  far  worse,  which  are  not  prohibited.  It 
is  onlady-like  to  talk  scandal ;  but  it  is  not  deemed  always  un- 
lady-like  to  ^ve  grounds  to  Bcandal.  Here  is  a  bishop  who  haa 
lately  been  defining  a  gentleman,  and,  as  usually  happens  with 
noh  men,  unless  they  were  ori^nally  on  a  level  with  tlieii 


dioceseB,  he  describes  a  '  Chriatdan,'  ratter  than  a  '  gentleman.' 
This  notion  of  making  converts  by  means  of  enlisting  our  vani^ 
and  self-loTe  in  the  cause,  is  hut  a  weak  one,  at  the  best." 

"  Certainly,  Mike ;  I  agree  with  you  in  the  main.  As  krga 
classes  of  polished  people  do  esist,  who  have  loose  enough  notions 
of  morals,  there  ought  to  be  terms  to  designate  them,  as  a  daae, 
aa  well  aa  to  give  any  other  name,  when  we  have  the  thing. 
Use  has  applied  those  of  'gentlemen'  and  'ladies,'  and  I  can  s^e 
DO  sufficient  reason  for  changing  them." 

"  It  comes  wholly  from  the  lonpngs  of  human  vani^.  As  a 
certain  distinction  is  attached  to  the  term,  everybody  is  covetous 
of  obtaining  it,  and  all  sorts  of  reasoning  is  resorted  to,  to  drag 
them  into  the  categories.  It  would  be  the  same,  if  it  were  a 
ground  of  distinction  to  have  but  one  ear.  But  this  distinction 
will  be  very  likely  to  make  things  go  hard  with  our  client.  Jack, 
if  the  jury  say  'guilty'." 

"  The  jury  never  can  —  never  mil  render  such  a  verdict  I  I 
do  not  think  the  grand  jury  will  even  return  a  bill-  Why  should 
they?    The  testimony  wouldn't  convict  an  old  slate-prison-hird." 

Michael  MillingtCn  smiled,  a  little  sadly,  perhaps  —  for  John 
Wilmeter  was  Sarah's  only  brother — but  he  made  no  reply,  jwr- 
oeiving  that  an  old  negro,  named  Sip,  or  Scipio,  who  lived  about 
the  jail  by  a  sort  of  sufferance,  and  who  had  now  been  a  volun- 
tary adherent  of  a  place  that  was  usually  so  unpleasant  to  men 
of  his  class  for  many  years,  was  approaching,  as  if  he  were  the 
bearer  of  a  message.  Sip  was  an  old-^shool  black,  grey-headed, 
and  had  seen  more  than  his  three-«coro  years  and  ten.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  his  dialect  partook,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
of  the  peculiarities  that  were  once  so  marked  in  a  Manhattan 
"  nigger."  Unlike  his  brethren  of  the  present  day,  he  was  cour- 
tesy itself  to  all  "gentlemen,"  while  his  respect  fbr  "common 
folks"  was  a  good  deal  more  equivocal.  But  chieBy  did  the  old 
man  despise  "jailer  felleraj"  these  he  regarded  as  a  mongtd 

Higle 
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TQoe,  nho  could  neither  aspire  to  tlie  pure  complesiou  of  Hit  Or- 
oassian  stock,  nor  laj  claim  to  the  glistening  dye  of  Africa. 

"Mrs.  Gott,  she  want  to  see  maaser,"  said  Sdpio,  bowing  to 
John,  grinning — for  a  negro  seldom  loses  his  teeth — and  turning 
civilly  to  Millington,  with  a  respectM  inclination  of  a  head  Oat 
was  as  white  as  snow.  "  Yes,  sah ;  she  want  to  see  masser,  Boori 
afi  conbe'nent;  and  soon  as  he  can  come." 

Now,  Mrs.  Gott  was  the  wife  of  the  sheriff,  aad,  olae !  for  the 
dignity  of  the  oEGoe !  the  sheriff  was  the  keeper  of  the  county  gaol. 
This  is  one  of  the  fruits  bom  on  the  wide-spreading  branches  of 
the  tree  of  democracy.  Formerly,  a  New  York  sheriff  bore  a 
strong  Tesemblance  to  bis  English  namesake.  He  was  one  of  the 
county  gentry,  and  oseouted  lie  duties  of  his  office  with  an  aii 
and  a  manner ;  appeared  in  conrt  with  a  sword,  and  carried  with 
his  name  a  weight  and  an  authority,  that  now  are  nearly  wanting. 
Such  men  would  scarcely  become  gMlers.  But  that  universal 
root  of  all  evil,  the  love  of  money,  made  the  discovery  that  there 
was  profit  to  be  had  in  feeding  the  prisoners,  and  a  lower  class 
of  men  aspired  to  the  offices,  and  obtained  them ;  since  which 
dme,  more  than  half  of  the  sheriff  of  New  York  have  been  their 
own  gaolers. 

"Do  you  know  why  Mrs.  Gott  wishes  to  sec  me,  Scipio?"  de- 
manded Wilmeler. 

"  I  b'lieve,  sah,  dat  'e  young  woman,  as  murders  ole  Masser 
Goodwin  and  he  wife,  ask  her  to  send  for  masser." 

This  was  plain  enough,  and  it  caused  Jack  a  severe  pang;  for 
'  it  showed  how  conclusively  and  unsparingly  the  popular  mind 
had  made  op  its  opinion  touching  Maiy  Monson's  guilt  There 
was  no  time  to  be  lost,  however;  and  the  young  man  hastened 
towards  the  building  to  which  the  gaol  was  attached,  both  stand- 
ing quite  near  the  oourt-house.  In  the  door  of  what  was  her 
dwelling,  for  the  tune-being,  stood  Mrs.  Gott,  the  wife  of  the 
high  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  the  only  person  in  all  BiberK 
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vrlio,  as  it  appeared  to  John,  entertained  his  own  opiuiona  of  the 
innocence  of  the  accused.  Bnt  Mrs.  Gott  was,  bj  nature,  a  kind 
hearted  woman ;  and,  thongh  so  flagrantly  out  of  place  in  hef 
united  characters,  was  just  such  a  person  as  ooght  te  have  the 
charge  of  tho  female  department  of  a  prison.  Owing  te  (he  con- 
stant changes  of  the  democratic  prindple  of  rotation  in  office, 
one  of  the  most  impodent  of  all  the  devices  of  a  covetous  envy, 
this  woman  had  not  many  months  before  come  out  of  the  bosom 
of  society,  and  had  not  seen  enough  of  the  ways  of  her  brief 
and  novel  situation  to  have  h)st  any  of  those  qualities  of  her  sex, 
such  as  estreme  kindness,  gentleness  of  disposition,  and  feminine 
feeling,  that  are  anything  but  uncommon  among  th^  women  of 
America.  In  many  particnlars,  she  would  have  answered  the 
ima^native  bishop's  description  of  a  "ladyj"  but  she  would 
have  been  sadly  deficient  in  some  of  the  requiates  that  the 
opinions  of  the  worid  have  attached  to  the  character.  In  these 
lost  particulars,  Mary  Mouson,  as  compared  with  this  worthy 
matron,  was  like  a  being  of  another  race ;  though,  as  respecta 
the  first,  we  shall  refer  the  reader  to  the  events  to  be  hereafter 
related,  that  he  may  decide  the  question  according  to  his  own 
judgment. 

"  Mary  Moason  haa  sent  for  you,  Mr.  WJImeter,"  the  good 
Mrs,  Gott  commenced,  in  a.  low,  confidential  sort  of  tone,  as  if 
she  imagined  that  she  and  John  were  the  especial  guardians  of 
this  unknown  and  seemingly  ill-fated  young  woman's  fortunes, 
"She  is  wonderfully  resigned  and  patient — a  great  deal  more 
patient  than  I  should  be,  if  I  was  obliged  to  live  in  this  gaol  — 
that  is,  on  the  other  side  of  the  strong  doors;  but  she  told  me, 
an  hour  ago,  that  she  is  not  sure,  after  all,  her  imprisonment  is 
not  the  very  best  thing  that  could  happen  to  her  !" 

"That  was  a  strange  remark  1"  returned  John.  "Did  she 
make  it  under  a  show  of  feeling,  as  if  penitence,  or  any  otitet 
Btrrag  emotion,  induced  her  to  utter  itf" 
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"  With  as  sweet  a.  smile,  as  composed  a  umnuer,  and  aa  gentk 
Mid  soft  a  voice  as  a  body  ever  sees,  or  listens  to  !  What  a  won- 
derfuUy  soft  and  moaical  voice  she  has,  Mr.  Wibneter !" 

"  She  has,  indeed.  I  was  greatly  struck  with  it,  the  momeiit 
I  heard  her  apea^.  How  much  like  a  bdy,  Mrs.  Gott,  she  uaea 
it— »nd  how  correct  and  well-proEoimced  are  her  words!" 

Although  Mrs.  Oott  and  John  Wibneter  had  very  difierent 
ideas,  at  the  bottom,  of  the  requisites  to  form  a  lady,  and  th« 
pronunciatjoa  of  the  good  woman  was  by  no  means  faultless,  she 
cordially  assented  to  the  tmth  of  the  young  man's  eulogy.  In- 
deed, Mary  Monson,  for  the  hour,  was  her  great  theme }  and, 
though  stall  a  yonng  woman  herself,  and  good  looking  withal, 
she  really  seemed  never  to  tire  of  uttering  her  praises. 

"  She  has  been  educated,  Mr.  WUmeter,  far  above  any  femala 

hereabout,  unless  it  may  be  some  of  the  ■ — s  and s," 

the  good  woman  continued.  "  Those  fiimilies,  you  know,  are  our 
upper  crust — not  upper  ten  thousand,  as  the  newspapers  call  ^ 
but  upper  hundred,  and  their  ladies  may  know  as  much  as  Mary ; 
but,  beyond  tliem,  no  female  hereabouts  can  hold  a  candle  to  her  1 
Ber  books  have  been  brought  in,  and  I  looked  them  over — there 
isn't  more  than  one  in  three  that  I  can  read  at  all.  What  ia 
more,  they  don't  seem  to  be  all  in  one  tongue,  the  foreign  books, 
but  in  three  or  four!" 

"  She  certainly  has  a  knowledge  of  several  of  the  living  lan- 
guages, and  an  accurate  knowledge,  too.  I  know  a  little  of  such 
things  myself,  but  my  friend  Millington  is  quite  strong  in  both 
the  living  and  dead  languages,  and  he  says  that  what  she  knows 
she  knows  well." 

"Ihat  is  comforting — for  a  young  lady  that  can  speak  so 
many  different  tongues  would  hardly  think  of  robbing  and  mur- 
dering two  old  people,  in  their  beds.  Well,  six,  perhaps  you  had 
better  go  to  the  door  and  see  her,  though  I  could  stay  here  and 
talk  about  her  all  day.  Pray  Hr.  Wibneter,  which  of  the  lau- 
goagefl  is  really  dead?"  C.(HV>ic 


John  Bmiled,  but  oivilly  enllgbtened  the  sterifF'a  lady  on  tbu 
point,  and  then,  preceded  by  her,  he  went  to  the  important  door 
which  separated  the  dwelling  of  the  family  from  the  looma  of  the 
gaol.  Once  opened,  an  imperfect  coinmimication  is  obt^ned 
with  the  interior  of  the  last,  by  means  of  s  grating  in  an  inner 
door.  The  gaol  of  Bukes  coouty  is  a  recent  constmction,  and  is 
bnUt  on  a  plan  that  is  coming  mnch  into  fiironr,  though  still 
wanting  in  the  highest  proof  of  eivilizalioc,  by  sufficiently  eeptf 
rating  criminals,  and  in  treating  the  accused  with  a  proper  degree 
of  consideration,  nntil  the  verdict  of  a  jury  has  pronounced  them 
gui%. 

The  construction  of  this  gaol  was  veiy  simple.  A  strong,  low, 
oblong  building  hod  been  erected  on  a  foundation  so  filled  in 
with  stones  as  to  render  digging  nearly  imposable.  The  floors 
?ere  of  large,  mas^ve  stones,  that  mn  across  the  whole  building 
a  distance  of  some  thirty  feet,  or  if  there  were  joints,  they  were 
under  the  partition  walls,  rendering  them  as  secure  as  if  solid. 
The  cells  were  not  large,  certiunly,  but  of  sufficient  size  to  admit 
of  light  and  air.  The  ceilings  were  of  the  same  enormous  flat 
atones  as  the  floors,  well  secured  by  a  load  of  stones,  and  beams 
to  brace  them,  and  the  partiljons  were  of  solid  masonry.  Thers 
the  prisoner  is  encased  in  atone,  and  nothing  can  he  more  hope- 
less than  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  one  of  these  cells,  provided  the 
gaoler  gives  even  ordinary  attention  to  their  condition.  Above 
and  around  them  are  erected  the  outer  wi^Us  of  the  gaol.  The 
last  comprise  an  ordinary  stone  house,  with  roof,  windows,  and 
the  other  cuslomaiy  appliances  of  a  hnman  abode.  As  these 
walls  stand  several  feet  without  those  of  the  real  prison,  and  are 
somewhat  higher,  the  latter  are  an  imperium  m  imperio;  a  house 
within  a  house.  The  space  between  the  walls  of  the  two  build- 
ings forms  a  gallery  extending  around  all  the  cells.  Lron  grated 
gates  divide  the  several  parts  of  this  gallety  into  so  many  com- 
partments,  and  in  the  gaol  of  Biberry  care  ha^  been  had  so  Ic 
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arnm<^  those  Bubdivi^ons  that  those  within  aay  one  co.iipartmenl 
laaj  be  concealed  from  thoae  in  all  of  the  Others,  bnt  the  two 
ihat  immediately  join  it.  The  breezes  are  admitted  by  means  of 
the  external  windows,  while  the  height  of  the  ceiling  tn  tbe  gal- 
leries, and  the  space  above  the  tops  of  the  cells,  contribute  largely 
to  comfort  and  health  in  this  important  parttculaj:.  As  the 
doors  of  the  cells  stand  opposite  to  tbe  windows,  the  entire  gaol 
;;an  be,  and  usually  is,  made  airy  and  tight.  Stoyes  in  tbe  gal* 
leries  preserve  the  temperature,  and  effectually  remove  all  dis- 
agreeable moisture.  In  a  word,  tbe  place  is  as  neat,  convenient, 
and  decent  as  tbe  gaol  of  convicts  need  ever  to  be ;  but  tbe  proper 
sort  of  distinction  is  not  attended  to  between  tbcm  and  those  who 
are  merely  accused.  Our  civilization  in  this  respect  is  defective. 
While  tbe  land  is  filled  with  senseless  cries  against  an  aristocracy 
which,  if  it  exist  at  all,  exists  in  the  singukr  predicament  of  being 
fiir  less  favoured  than  the  democracy,  involving  a  contradiction 
in  terms  J  against  a  feudality  that  consists  in  men's  having  bar- 
gEuned  to  pay  their  debts  in  chickens,  no  one  complaining  in 
bebalf  of  those  wbo  have  entered  into  contracts  to  do  tbe  same  in 
wheat;  and  against  renf,  while  uturg  is  not  only  smiled  on,  but 
eaconraged,  and  efforts  are  made  to  legalize  extortion ;  tbe  pulJio 
mind  is  quiet  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  those  whom  the 
policy  of  government  demands  should  be  kept  in  security  until 
their  guilt  or  iimocenee  be  established.  What  reparation,  under 
3uch  circumstances,  can  be  made  to  bim  to  whom  the  gates  are 
finally  opened,  for  having  been  incarcerated  on  charges  that  are 
groundless?  The  gaols  of  the  Christian  world  were  first  con- 
structed by  an  uresponsible  power,  and  to  confine  the  weak.  We 
imitate  tbe  vices  of  tbe  system  with  a  oool  indifference,  and  shout 
"feudality"  over  a  bantam,  or  a  pound  of  butler,  tbat  are  paid 
joder  «(xitraot«d  covenants  for  rent  I 
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CHAPTER  Vn 

'  Sir,  this  ia  the  boose ;  pleate  il  jou,  that  I  call  V 

Tarmag  ^  llv  Slirar:. 

Tub  graual  'window  which  John  Wilmeter  now  approached,  couv 
manded  ncitrly  an  entire  view  of  the  gallery  that  communicated 
with  the  cell  of  Mary  Monaon.  It  alao  coimnanded  a  partial 
view  of  the  cell  itself.  As  he  looked  through  the  grates,  he  saw 
how  neat  and  comfortable  the  last  had  been  made  by  means  of 
Mrs.  Gott's  care,  aided,  doubtless,  by  some  of  the  prisoner-'a 
money  —  that  gold  which  was,  in  fact,  the  strongest  and  only 
very  materiaJ  circumstance  agmnat  her.  Mrs.  Gott  had  pnt  a 
carpet  in  the  cell,  and  divera  pieces  of  fiirniture  that  were  niseful, 
as  well  aa  two  or  three  that  were  intended  to  be  ornamental,  ren. 
dering  the  otherwise  gloomy  little  apartment  tolerably  cheerfiiL 
The  galleiy,  much  to  John's  surprise,  had  been  furnished,  alsa 
Pieces  of  new  carpeting  were  laid  on  the  flags,  chura  and  tahlu 
had  been  provided,  and  among  other  articles  of  Ihia  nature,  was 
a  very  respectable  looking-glass.  Eyetything  appeared  new,  and 
as  if  just  sent  &am  the  different  shops  where  the  various  arlacles 
were  sold.  Wilmeter  fancied  that  not  less  than  a  hundred  dollaxa 
had  been  expended  in  furnishing  that  gaJleiy.  The  effect  waH 
Burprising;  faking  away  from  the  place  its  chilling,  jail-like  air, 
imd  ^ving  to  it,  what  it  had  never  possessed  before,  one  of  house- 
hold comfort 

Mary  Monson  was  walking  to  and  bo,  in  this  gallery,  with 
^klw,  thoughtful  stepe,  her  head  ■  little  bowed,  and  her  handr 


Lui^ng  before  ber,  with  the  fingers  interlocked.  So  completely 
vas  she  lost  in  tliought,  that  John's  footstep,  or  presence  at  tlie 
gTat«,  was  not  observed,  and  be  had  an  opportunity  to  wat«h  her 
for  near  a  minute,  unseen  himself.  The  occupation  was  not 
exactly  excusable ;  but^  nnder  all  the  circumstances,  young  Wil- 
meter  felt  as  if  it  might  be  permitted.  It  was  his  duty  to  ascer^ 
tain  all  he  fiurly  might,  conoeming  his  client. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  this  strange  ^1,  extraordinsr; 
by  bei  utuation  as  a  person  accused  of  crimes  so  heinous,  and 
perhaps  stall  more  so  by  her  manner  of  bearing  up  agMnst  the 
terrors  and  mortifications  of  her  condition,  as  well  as  by  the  mys- 
tery which  so  completely  veiled  ber  past  life,  was  not  a  beanty, 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  tbe  term.  Nevertheless,  not  one 
female  in  ten  thousand  would  sooner  ensnare  iha  heart  of  a 
yaith,  by  means  of  her  personal  attractions  alone.  It  was  not 
reg-ilarity  of  features,  nor  brilliancy  of  complexion,  nor  lustre  of 
the  eyes,  nor  any  of  the  more  ordinary  charms,  that  gave  her 
this  power;  but  an  indesoribable  union  of  feminine  truta,  in 
which  intellectual  gifts,  spirit,  tenderness,  and  modesty,  were  so 
angularly  blended,  as  to  leave  it  questionable  which  bad  the 
advantage.  Her  eyes  were  of  a  very  gentie  and  mild  expresson, 
when  in  a  state  of  rest ;  exdted,  they  were  capable  of  opening; 
windows  to  the  inmost  soul.  Her  form  was  ^ultless;  being 
the  true  medium  between  vigorous  health  and  womanly  delicacy ; 
which,  in  this  country,  implies  much  less  of  the  robust  and  solid 
tban  one  meets  witb  in  the  other  hemisphere. 

It  is  not  easy  to  tell  bow  we  acquire  those  in-and-in  habits, 
which  get  to  be  a  sort  of  second  nature,  and  almost  bestow  on  ug 
new  instincts.  It  is  by  these  secret  sympatbies,  these  tastes  tb&t 
pervade  the  moral,  as  the  nerves  form  a  natural  telegraph  through 
the  physical,  system,  that  one  feels  rather  than  Kea,  when  he  ia 
Ji  the  company  of  persons  in  his  own  class  in  life.  Dress  will 
not  affitrd  an  infallible  test,  on  such  an  occnsion,  though  the  dftW 
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JB  instiiutly  seen  not  to  be  the  peacock;  ueilbcr  will  addi!«M,  fot 
tho  distinctive  qualities  lie  mnch  deeper  than  the  surface.  Bui 
■oitis;  a  gentleman  can  hardly  be  brought  into  the  company 
of  man  or  woman,  without  his  at  once  pciceiving  whether  he  or 
ahe  belong  to  his  own  social  caste  or  not  What  is  more,  if  it 
man  of  the  world,  he  detects  almost  jnatinctiTely  the  degreet  of 
caste,  as  well  as  the  greater  subdivisions,  and  knows  whether  hk 
strange  companions  have  seen  much,  or  little;  whether  their 
gentility  is^erely  the  result  oi  the  great  accident,  with  its  cus- 
tomary advantages,  or  has  been  smoothed  over  by  a  liberal  in< 
tercourse  with  the  better  classes  of  a  general  society.  Most  of 
all,  may  a  travelled  person  be  known — and  that  more  espedally 
in  a  provincial  country,  like  our  own — from  one  that  has  not 
travelled ;  though  the  company  kept  in  other  lands  necessarily 
draws  an  obvious  distinction  between  the  last.  Now,  John  Wil- 
meter,  always  mingling  wilh.  the  best  society  of  his  own  country, 
had  also  been  abroad,  and  had  obtained  that  "second  Hght" 
which  so  insensibly,  but  cert^nly,  increases  the  vision  of  all 
Americans  who  enjoy  the  advantage  of  acqairing  it.  What  i/t 
more,  though  his  years  and  the  plans  of  hia  uncle  for  his  future 
wel&re,  had  prevented  his  staying  in  Europe  long  enough  to 
receive  all  the  benefit  such  a  tour  can  bestow,  he  had  remiuned 
long  enoagh  to  pass  beyond  the  study  of  merely  physical 
things;  and  had  made  certain  acquisitionB  in  other  mattets,  more 
essential  to  tastes,  if  not  to  character.  When  an  American  re- 
turns from  an  excursion  into  the  old  world,  with  "  I  come  back 
better  satisfied  than  ever  with  my  own  counti^,' '  it  is  an  in&lliblo 
n'^  that  he  did  not  stay  long  enough  abroad;  and  when  he 
retnms  only  to  find  &ult,  it  is  equally  proof  that  he  has  stayed  tou 
long.  There  is  a  happy  medium  which  teaches  something  neai 
the  trath,  and  that  would  tell  us  that  there  are  a  thousand  things 
to  be  amended  and  improved  at  home,  while  there  are  almort  as 
many  enjt^ed,  that  the  oldest  and  most  polished  people  on  eartb 


night  envy.  Joha  Wilmeter  had  not  reached  the  point  thiLt 
enabled  him  to  make  the  nicest  diadnctions,  but  he  was  suffi- 
ciently adTanoed  to  have  detected  what  he  conceived  to  be  signs 
that  this  singular  young  creature,  unknown,  unsupported  by  any 
who  appeared  t«  take  an  interest  in  her,  besides  himself  and  the 
■ocidental  acquaintances  formed  under  the  most  pain^  circum- 
stances, had  been  abroad;  perhaps,  had  been  educat«d  there. 
The  regulated  tones  of  one  of  the  sweetest  voices  he  bad  ever 
heard,  the  distinctness  and  precision  of  her  utterance,  as  far  sh 
posfflble  removed  from  mouthing  and  Btifiiiesa,  bat  markedly 
qniet  and  even,  with  a  total  absence  of  all  the  affectations  of 
boarding-school  grammar,  were  so  many  proofs  of  even  o.  Euro- 
pean education,  as  he  landed ;  and  before  that  week  was  termi- 
nated, John  had  fully  made  up  his  mind  that  Mary  Morujon — 
though  an  American  by  birth,  about  which  there  could  be  no 
dispute — had  been  well  taught  in  some  of  the  schools  of  the 
old  World. 

This  was  a  conclusion  not  reached  immediately.  Ho  had  to 
be  &voiired  with  several  inferviews,  and  to  worm  himself  gradu- 
Uly  into  the  confidence  of  his  uncle's  client,  ere  he  could  be 
permitted  to  see  enough  of  the  subject  of  hia  studies  to  form  an 
opinion  so  abstruse  and  ingenious. 

When  Mary  Monson  caught  a  glimpse  of  John  Wilmeler's 
head  at  her  grate — where  he  stood  respectfolly  uncovered,  as  in 
a  lady's  presence  —  a  slight  flush  passed  over  her  face ;  but  ex- 
pecting him,  as  she  did,  she  could  not  well  be  surprised. 

"  This  bears  some  resemblance,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  to  an  interview 
in  a  convent,"  she  then  said,  with  a  slight  smile,  but  with  pe^ 
feet  composure  of  manner.  "  I  am  the  novice  —  and  novice  am 
C,  indeed,  to  scenes  like  this  —  you,  the  excluded  Mend,  who  is 
jompelled  to  pay  his  visdt  through  a  grate  I  I  must  apologize  for 
aU  the  trouble  I  am  ^ving  you." 

"  D)  not  name  it  —  I  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  ycui 


bebal£  I  am  rejoiced  tltat  you  sustain  yourself  bo  well  agidnst 
what  must  be  a.  most  unlieaTd-of  colamityj  for  one  like  youreelf, 
knd  cannot  but  admire  the  admirable  eqatmimity  with  which  yon 
bear  your  cruel  fortune." 

«  Equanimity  I"  repeated  Maiy  widi  emphaaia,  and  a  slight 
display  of  intense  feeling,  powetfiilly  controlled ;"  if  it  be  so, 
Mr.  Wilmet«r,  it  must  be  from  tlie  sense  of  security  that  I  feel.' 
Yes ;  for  the  fiisl  time  in  months,  I  do  feel  myself  safe — secure.''' 

"  Safe ! — Secure ! — ^What,  in  a  gaol  ?" 

"  Certunly ;  gaols  are  intended  for  places  of  security,  are  thej 
not?"  answered  Maiy,  smiling,  but  &intly  and  willi  a  gleam  of 
sadness  on  her  face.  "  This  may  appear  wonderful  to  you,  but  I 
do  tell  no  more  than  sober  truth,  in  repeating  that,  for  the  first 
time  in  months,  I  have  now  a  sense  of  security.  I  am  what  yon 
call  in  the  bands  of  the  law,  and  one  there  must  be  safe  &om 
everything  but  what  the  law  can  do.  to  her.  Of  that  I  have  no 
serious  apprehensions,  and  I  feci  happy." 

"Happy!" 

"  Yes ;  by  comparison,  happy.  I  tell  you  this  the  more  will- 
ingly, for  I  plainly  see  you  feel  a  generous  interest  in  my  wel- 
fare— an  interest  which  exceeds  that  of  the  oounsel  in  his 

"A  thousand  times  exceeds  it,  Miss  Monson ! — Nay  —  is  nc 
to  be  named  with  it!" 

« I  tiiant  you,  Mr.  Wilmeter —  from  my  heart  I  thank  you,' 
returned  the  prisoner,  a  slight  flush  passing  over  her  features, 
while  her  eyes  were  cast  towards  the  floor.  "  I  believe  yon  arc 
one  of  strong  feelings  and  quick  impulses,  and  am  grateful  thai 
these  have  been  in  my  favour,  under  circumstances  that  might 
well  have  excused  you  for  thinking  the  worst  From  the  hinti 
of  this  kind  woman,  Mrs.  Gott,  I  am  aheli  that  the  opinion  of 
Biberry  is  lees'  consoling?" 

"  You  must  know  how  it  is  in  oouutiy  villages,  Miss  Monson, 
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—  every  one  has  somethiiig  to  say,  and  every  one  bnngs  til 
diings  down  to  the  level  of  hla  own  knowledge  and  under 
ijtanding/' 

Mary  Moneon  amiled,  again ;  this  (amc  more  naturally,  and 
without  any  pdnfiil  expreadon  to  lessen  the  bright  influence 
Lhat  lighting  up  of  her  featorea  gave  to  a  countenance  so  remivk- 
sUe  for  ita  appeaiance  of  illumination  fi:x)m  within. 

"  Is  not  snoh  tlie  case  in  towns,  as  well  as  in  villages,  Mr. 
WUmeter?"  she  asked. 

"Perhaps  it  is — but  I  mean  that  the  circle  of  knowledge  is 
more  confined  in  a  place  like  tbis,  tban  in  a  large  town,  and  (bat 
the  people  here  conld  not  well  go  beyond  it" 

"  Blberry  is  so  near  New  Tork,  tbat  I  should  think,  taking 
class  agmst  class,  no  great  difference  can  be  found  in  their  in- 
habitants. Tbat  which  the  good  folk  of  Biberry  think  of  my 
ease,  I  am  a£md  will  be  tiipught  of  it  by  those  of  your  own 
town." 

"My  own  town?  —  and  are  yon  not  really  from  New  York, 
Miss  Monson?" 

"In  no  manner,"  answered  Mary,  once  more  smiling;  thia 
time,  however,  because  she  nnderatood  how  modestly  and  readily 
her  companion  was  opening  a  door  by  which  she  might  let  a 
secret  she  had  declined  to  reveal  to  his  ancle,  escape.  "  I  am 
not  what  yon  call  a  Manhattanese,  in  either  descent,  birtli,  or 
residence;  in  no  sense,  whatever," 

"  But,  sorely,  you  have  never  been  educated  in  the  country  1 
— You  must  belong  to  some  large  town — your  manners  show 
that — I  mean  that  yoo " 

"  Do  not  belong  to  Biberry.  In  that  you  are  quite  right,  sir 
£  had  never  seen  Biberry  three  mouths  since ;  but,  aa  for  New 
York,  I  have  not  passed  a  mouth  Utece,  in  my  whole  life.  The 
■ongest  visit  I  evSr  pud  yon,  was  one  of  ten  days,  when  I  landodj 
OKuing  &im  Havre,  about  eighteen  months  mnoe," 
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"  £V>m  Havre !  Surely,  jou  ore  on  American,  Miaa  Mouson 
' — our  own  conntjywoman  f  " 

"  Your  own  countrywoman,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  by  birth,  deacentj 
ind  feelings.     Bat  aa  American  female  may  visit  Europe." 

"Certainly;  and  be  educated  there,  aa  I  had  already  Buopwted 
wae  your  case." 

"  In  part  it  was,  and  in  part  il  waa  not"  Here  Mary  pauMd, 
looked  a  little  arch,  seemed  to  heititate,  and  to  have  some  doabts 
whether  she  ought  to  proceed,  or  not;  but  finally  added — "  JTou 
have  been  abroad,  yourself?" 

"  I  have.  I  wafl  nearly  three  yea.-s  in  Europe ;  and  ii.ve  not 
been  home  yet,  quite  a  twelvemonth," 

"  You  went  into  the  east,  I  believe,  after  pss^ng  a  fctr  monthi 
in  the  Fjrrcnees?"  continued  the  prisoner,  carelessly. 

"You  are  quite  right;  we  travelled  as  far  aa  Jerusalem.  Tba 
journey  has  got  to  be  so  common,  tbat  it  is  no  longer  dangerous. 
Even  ladies  make  it,  now,  without  any  apprehen^on." 

"I  am  aware  of  that,  having  made  it  myself " 

"  You,  Miaa  Monaon  I     You  been  at  Jerusalem  1' ' 

"  Why  not,  Mr.  Wilmeler  ?  You  say,  yourself,  that  females 
constantly  make  the  journey;  why  not  I,  aa  well  as  another?" 

"I  scarce  know,  myself;  bat  it  is  so  strange — all  about  you 
is  so  very  erlraordinary " 

"  You  think  it  extraordinary  that  one  of  my  ses,  who  has  been 
partly  educated  in  Europe,  and  who  haa  travelled  in  die  Holy 
Land,  should  be  shut  up  in  this  gaol  in  Bibeiry — is  it  not  sof" 

"  That  is  one  view  of  the  matter,  I  will  confess ;  but  it  waa 
scarcely  less  strange,  that  such  a  person  should  be  dwelling 
in  a  garret-room  of  a  cottage,  like  that  of  these  unfortunate 
Goodwins." 

"  That  touchea  on  my  secret,  sir ;  and  l)o  more  need  be  siud. 
You  may  judge  how  important  I  conwder  that  secret,  when  I 
know  its  preservation  subjecte  me  to  the  most  cruel  diatruat:  aid 
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Hat,  too,  in  tlie  muuiU  of  those  with  whom  I  would  so  gladly 
stuid  hit.     Your  excellent  uncle,  for  instance,  and — ^yonteelf." 

"I  should  be'  much  flattered,  could  I  think  the  last — I  who 
have  scarcely  the  claim  of  an  acquaintance." 

"  You  forget  the  Bituation  in  which  your  tcBpectable  and  most 
norihy  uncle  has  left  you  here,  Mr.  Wilmeter;  which,  of  itself, 
^ve£  you  higher  claims  to  my  tluuks  and  confidence  than  any 
that  mere  acquaintance  could  bestow.  Be^des,  we  are  not" — 
another  arch,  but  scarcely  perceptible,  smile  again  illuminated 
that  remarkable  countenance — "the  abeolale  strangers  to  each 
o&er,  that  you  seem  to  think  us." 

"  Not  strangers  ?  You  amaze  me !  If  I  have  ever  had  the 
honour " 

"  Honour !"  interrupted  Mary,  a  little  bitterly.  "  It  is  truly 
a  great  honour  to  know  one  in  my  sitoation '." 

"I  esteem  it  an  honour;  and  no  one  has  a  ri^t  to  call  in 
question  my  sincerity.  If  we  have  ever  met  before,  I  will 
frankly  own  that  I  am  ignorant  of  both  the  tame  and  place." 

'•  This  does  not  surprise  me,  in  the  least.  The  time  is  long, 
fur  persons  as  young  as  ourselves,  and  the  place  was  far  away. 
Ah  I  those  were  happy  days  for  me,  and  most  gladly  would  1 
return  to  them !  But  we  have  talked  enough  on  this  subject 
I  have  declined  telling  my  tale  to  your  most  excellent  and  very 
respectable  uncle ;  you  will,  tlierefore,  the  more  easily  excuse  me, 
if  I  decline  telling  it  to  you." 

"  Who  am  not  *  most  excellent  ajid  very  rospSctable,'  to  recont- 
mend  me." 

"  Who  are  too  near  my  own  age,  to  make  you  a  proper  confi- 
dant, were  there  no  other  objection.  The  character  that  I  learned 
•rf  yoQ,  when  we  met  before,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  was,  however,  ona 
of  which  you  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed." 

This  was  said  gently,  but  earnestly}  was  accompanied  by  a 
most  Miiming  smile,  and  was  instantly  sueoeedod  by  a  slight 


blusli.  John  Wilmeter  rubbed  his  foreliead,  sootb  to  say,  in  ■» 
BomewKat  stupid  manner,  as  if  expecting  to  brighten  his  powers 
of  recollection  by  friction.  A  sudden  change  was  ^ven  to  the 
oonTersation,  however,  by  the  fair  prisoner  herself,  who  quietly 


"  We  will  defer  thia  pMt  of  ibe  subject  to  another  time.  I 
did  not  presume  to  send  for  yon,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  without  an  object, 
having  your  uncle's  authority  for  giving  you  all  this  trouble-       " 

"  And  my  own  earnest  request  to  be  permitted  to  serve  yon, 
in  any  way  I  could," 

"  I  have  not  forgotten  flmt  offer,  nor  shall  I  ever.  Tbe  man 
who  is  willing  to  serve  a  woman,  whom  all  around  her  frown 
OD,  Iia£  t,  fair  claim  to  be  remembered.  Good  Mrs.  Gott  and 
youruelf  are  the  only  two  friends  I  have  in  Biberry.  Even  yoni 
oomfJinioD,  Mr.  Millington,  is  a  little  disposed  to  judge  me 
barehly." 

John  started;  the  movement  was  so  natural,  that  Ub  honest 
countenance  would  have  betrayed  him,  had  he  been  disposed  to 
deny  the  imputation. 

"  That  Millington  bae  fallen  into  the  popular  notion  about 
here,  I  must  allow.  Miss  Monaon ;  but  be  is  an  excellent  fellow 
at  tbe  bottom,  and  will  hear  reason.  Prejudices  tbat  are  beyond 
reason  are  detestable,  and  I  generally  avoid  those  whose  characters 
manifest  this  weakness ;  but  Mike  will  always  listen  to  what  ha 
calls  '  law  and  facts,'  and  so  we  get  along  very  well  together," 

"It  is  fortunate;  since  you  are  about  to  be  so  nearly  con- 
nected  " 

"  Connected !    Is  it  possible  that  you  know  this  cireuinstancc  ?" 

"You  will  find  in  the  end,  Mr.  Wilmeter,"  retomed  tbe  pri- 
soner, smiling — this  time,  naturally,  as  one  manifests  satisfaction 
witiout  pain  of  any  sort — "that  I  know  more  of  your  private 
Bffiiire  (ban  you  had  supposed.  But  Jet  me  come  te  buBinese,  if 
yon  please,  tnr  -  I  have  great  occasion  here  for  &  maid-wmiit 
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Do  yon  not  think  tiiat  Miss  Wilmeter  might  send  me  one  iroin 
town?" 

"  A  serrant  1  I  knov  the  very  woman  that  will  suit  yon.  A 
'  perfect  jewel,  in  her  way !" 

"  That  is  a  very  honsekeeper  sort  of  a  character,"  rejtnnod 
Mary,  absolutely  laughing,  in  spite  of  her  prison  walls,  and  all 
(he  terrible  charges  that  had  brought  her  within  them;  "just 
such  a  character  as  I  might  have  expected  from  Dr.  McBr^'s 
intended,  Mrs.  Updyke " 

"And  you  know  it,  too!  Why  wiU  yon  not  tell  ns  more, 
unce  you  tell  uB  so  much?" 

"  In  good  time,  I  suppose  all  will  come  out.  Well,  I  esdea- 
TOor  to  submit  to  my  &tte  j  or  to  the  will  of  God !"  There  was 
no  longer  anything  merry,  in  voice,  &ce,  or  inanner,  but  a  umple, 
natural  pathos  was  angularly  mixed  in  tlte  tones  with  which 
^lese  few  words  were  uttered.  Then  rousing  herself,  she  gravely 
resumed  the  uuhjeet  which  had  induced  her  to  send  for  John. 

"  Tou  will  pardon  me,  if  I  say  that  I  would  prefer  a  woman 
chosen  and  recommended  by  your  sister,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  than  one 
chosen  and  recommended  by  yourself,"  said  Mary.  "  When  I 
shall  have  occasion  for  a  footman,  I  will  take  yonr  advice.  It  is 
very  importantthatlshouldenga^arcspectable,  discreet  woman; 
and  I  will  venture  to  write  a  line,  myself,  to  Miss  Wihneter,  if 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  it.  I  know  this  is  not  the  duty 
at  a  counsel ;  but  you  see  my  situation.  Mrs.  Oott  has  offered 
to  procure  a  girl  for  me,  it  is  true ;  but  &.e  prejudice  is  so  strong 
Bgainst  me  in  Biberry,  that  I  doubt  if  the  proper  sort  of  person 
oould  be  obtained.  At  any  rate,  I  should  be  receiving  a  spy  into 
Dty  little  household,  instead  of  a  domi'sticj  in  whom  I  could  place 


"Sarah  would  join  me  in  recommending  Marie,  who  has  been 
tritb  heiself  more  than  two  years,  and  only  left  her  to  take  caie 
of  her  &di«-,  in  his  last  illness.    Another,  equally  excellent,  ha^ 


been  taken  in  her  place;  and  now,  tliat  ebe  wishee  to  return  to 
my  aster's  service,  there  is  no  opening  for  her.  Mike  MiUingtoD 
is  djing  to  retam  to  town,  and  will  gladly  go  over  this  evening. 
By  breakfast-time  to-morrow,  the  woman  might  be  here,  if " 

"  She  will  consent  to  serve  a  mistress  in  my  cmel  situaljon. 
I  feel  the  foil  weight  of  the  objeclaon,  and  know  how  difficult  it 
will  l>e  to  get  a  female,  who  values  her  charaeter  as  a  servant,  to 
enter  on  such  an  engagement  Yon  called  &m  woman  Marie ; 
by  that^  I  take  it  she  is  a  foreigner?" 

"A  Swiss  —  her  parents  emigrated;  but  I  knew  her  in  the 
service  of  an  American  family,  abroad,  and  got  her  for  Sarah. 
She  is  the  best  creature  in  tlie  world — if  she  can  be  persuaded 

"  Had  Bhe  been  an  American,  I  should  have  despaired  of  sao- 
Deeding  unless  her  feelings  could  have  been  touched ;  but,  aa 
she  is  a  foreigner,  perhaps  money  will  procure  her  services. 
Should  Miss  Wilmeter  approve  of  your  selection,  sir,  I  will 
intreat  her  to  go  as  high  as  fifty  dollars  a  month,  rather  than  not 
get  the  sort  of  person  I  want.  Ton  can  imagine  how  much  im- 
portance  I  attach  to  success.  To  escape  remarks  and  gossiping. 
the  person  engaged  can  join  me  as  a  companion,  or  friend,  and 
not  as  a  servant." 

"  I  will  get  Mike  off  in  half  an  hour,  and  Sarah  will  at  least 
make  an  effort  Yes,  Marie  Moulin,  or  Mary  Mill,  as  the  gjrls 
call  her,  is  just  tlie  thing  1" 

"  Marie  Monlm !  Is  that  the  name  of  the  woman  ?  She  who 
was  in  the  service  of  the  Barringers,  at  Paris  ?  Do  you  mean 
that  person — five-and-thirty,  slightly  pock-marked,  with  light 
blue  eyes,  and  yellowish  hair — more  like  a  German,  than  hei 
French  name  would  give  reason  to  eipeot?" 

"  The  very  same;  and  you  knew  her,  too  /  Why  not  bring 
all  your  friends  around  you  at  once,  Miss  Monson,  and  no( 
remain  here  an  hour  longer  than  is  necessaij." 
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Maij  was  too  inteot  on  the  sabjcct  of  enga^g  tlie  wonum  in 
queatioa,  to  answer  tiiis  laat  appeal.  Eameatlj  did  she  reBume 
beT  inatructionB,  therefore,  and  vith  an  eagerness  of  mannei 
young  Wilmeter  had  never  before  observed  in  her. 

"J£  Marie  Moulin  be  the  person  meant,"  she  said,  "I  will 
spare  no  -pains  to  obtain  her  services.  Her  attentions  to  poor 
Mrs.  Bamnger,  in  her  last  illness,  were  admirable ;  and  we  all 
loved  her,  I  may  say.  Beg  your  sister  to  tell  her,  Mr.  TVllmeter, 
that  an  old  acquaintance,  in  distress,  implores  her  aasistance. 
That  will  bring  BJarie,  sooner  than  money,  Swiss  though  she  be," 

"  If  you  would  write  her  a  line,  enclosing  your  real  name,  for 
we  are  persuaded  it  is  not  Monson,  it  might  have  more  effect 
than  all  our  solicitations,  in  behalf  of  one  that  is  unknown." 

The  prisoner  turned  slowly  from  the  grate,  and  walked  up  and 
down  her  gallery  for  a  minute  or  two,  as  if  pondering  on  this 
proposal.  Once  she  smiled,  and  it  almc«t  gave  a  lustre  to  hei 
remarkable  countenance ;  then  a  cloud  passed  over  her  face,  and 
once  more  she  appeared  sad. 

"No,"  she  said,  stopping  near  the  grato  ag^n,  in  one  of  hei 
turns.  "  I  will  not  do  it — it  will  be  risking  too  much.  I  can 
do  nothing,  just  now,  that  will  tell  more  of  me  than  your  sister 

"Should  Marie  Moulin  know  jou,  she  must  recognise  yot 
when  you  meet." 

"It  will  be  wiser  to  proceed  a  little  in  the  dark.  I  confide 
•11  to  your  powers  of  negotiation,  and  shall  remtun  as  tranquil  ac 
possible,  until  to-morrow  morning.  There  is  still  another  little 
afDur  that  I  must  trouble  yon  with,  Mr.  Wilmeter.  My  gold  if 
sequestered,  as  you  know,  and  I  am  reduced  to  an  inaufficieni 
amount  of  twos  and  threes.  Might  I  ask  the  &vour  of  yon  ti^ 
obtain  smaller  notes  for  this,  withoat  mentioning  in  whose 
behalf  it  is  done?" 

While  speaking,  Kary  banded  through  the  gmte  a  hundred 
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ilollar  note  of  one  of  the  New  York  banks,  witli  a  manner  bc 
nattual  and  unpretending,  u  at  once  to  convince  John  Wilmeter, 
ever  so  willing  t^  be  persuaded  into  anything  in  her  favour,  that 
Ae  was  accustemed  to  lite  use  of  monoy  in  consderable  smna ; 
ta,  what  might  be  comadeied  so,  for  the  wants  and  hahita  of  a 
female.  Luckilj,  he  had  ncaily  money  enongh  in  his  wallet  tc 
change  the  note,  making  np  a  small  balance  that  was  needed,  by 
drawing  five  half-eagles  &om  his  pnise.  The  prisoner  held  the 
last^  in  the  open  palm  of  one  of  the  most  beantjfnl  little  haudji 
the  eyes  of  man  ever  rested  on. 

"  This  metal  has  been  my  bane,  in  more  ways  than  one,  Mr. 
Wilmeter,"  she  said,  looking  monmfully  at  t^e  coin.  "Of  one 
of  its  evil  influences  on  my  fete,  I  may  not  epeaik,  now,  if  ever; 
but  yon  will  understand  me  when  I  say,  that  I  fear  lliat  gold 
piece  of  Italian  money  ia  the  principal  cause  of  my  being  where 
lam." 

"  No  doubt,  it  has  been  oonEidered  one  of  the  most  material 
of  the  facta  agdnst  yon.  Hiss  Monson;  though  it  is  by  no 
means  conclusive,  as  evidence,  even  with  the  most  bitter  and 
prejudiced." 

"I  hope  not  Now,  Mr.  Wilmeter,  I  will  detain  you  no 
longer ;  hut  beg  yon  to  do  my  conunisaion  with  your  sister,  a^ 
you  would  do  it  for  her  with-me.  I  would  write,  but  my  hand 
IS  so  peculiar,  it  were  better  that  I  did  not" 

Mary  Monson  now  dismissed  the  young  man,  with  the  manner 
of  ono  very  familiar  with  the  tone  of  good  sode^ — a  term  that 
it  is  much  the  fashion  to  ridicule  just  now,  but  which  conveys  a 
meaning,  tliat  it  were  better  the  scoflers  understood.  This  she 
did,  however,  after  agun  apolo^sing  for  the  trouble  she  was 
giving,  and  thanking  him  earnestly  f<^  the  interest  he  took  in 
her  aflairs.  We  believe  in  animal  magnetism ;  and  cannot  pre- 
tend te  say  what  is  the  secret  cause  of  the  powerful  f^patiiy 
tliat  IB  80  often  suddenly  awakened  between  persona  of  di&reiit 
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Kxea,  aaij,  in  some  inatanoes,  between  those  who  are  of  the  aama 
BBx;  but  Mary  Monson,  by  that  Bpecies  of  instinct  that  teaches 
the  female  where  she  has  awakened  an  interest  liTelier  thaa 
eoinmon,  and  possibly  where  she  has  not,  was  certainly  ahready 
nrare  that  John  Wilmeter  did  not  regard  her  with  tlie  same  co(^ 
indifierenco  he  would  have  felt  towards  an  ordinaty  client  of  hii 
ancle's.  In  thanking  him,  Uicrefore,  her  own  manner  manifested 
ft  little  of  the  reflected  feeling  that  snch  a  state  of  thin^  is  pretty 
Qortun  to  produce.  She  coloured,  and  slightly  hesitated  once,  aa 
if  she  paused  to  choose  her  terms  with  more  than  uanal  care ;  but, 
in  the  main,  acquitted  herself  well.  The  parting,  betrayed  inte- 
rest, perhaps  feeling,  on  both  sides;  but  nothing  very  manifest 
escaped  either  of  our  yonng  people. 

Never  had  John  Wilmeter  been  at  a  greater  loss  to  interpret 
fiicts,  than  he  was  on  quitting  &e  grate.  The  prisoner  was  truly 
the  most  incomprehensible  being  be  had  ever  met  with.  Not- 
withstanding tlie  fearful  nature  of  the  charges  against  her — 
charges  that  might  well  have  ^ven  great  uneasiness  to  the  firmest 
man — she  actually  seemed  in  love  with  her  prison.  It  is  true, 
that  worthy  Mrs.  Gott  had  taken  from  the  place  many  of  ita 
ordinary,  repulsive  features;  but  it  was  still  a  gaol,  and  the  sun 
eculd  be  seen  only  through  grates,  and  masdve  walls  separated 
her  that  was  within,  from  the  world  without.  Aa  the  young 
man  was  predisposed  to  regard  everything  connected  with  this 
extraordinary  young  woman  eoulettr  de  rose,  however,  ho  saw 
nothing  but  the  surest  ^gns  of  innocence  in  several  circumstanoea 
that  might  have  increased  the  distrust  of  his  cooler-headed  uncle  j 
but  most  persons  would  have  regarded  the  gentle  tranquillity 
that  now  seemed  to  soothe  a  spirit  that  had  evidently  been  much 
'3X)ubIed  of  late,  as  a  sign  that  her  hand  could  never  have  com- 
mitted the  atrodties  with  which  she  was  charged. 

"Is  she  n')t  a  sweet  young  Uiing,  Mr.  Wilmeter?"  exclaimed 
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retaring  &om  tlie  grate.  "I  oonmder  it  an  boDOUT  to  BitKir^ 
gaol,  to  have  such  a  priaoner  irithia  its  walls !" 

"I  believe  that  jon  and  I  Btand  alone  in  onr  £ivouTabIe 
opinion  of  Miss  Monson,"  John  answered ;  "  so  &r,  at  least,  as 
Bibeny  is  concerned.  The  exdtement  a^nst  her  seems  ta  be 
at  the  highest  pitch ;  and  I  much  doubt  vbetber  t  fiur  trial  con 
bo  had  in  the  county." 

"  The  newspapers  won't  mend  the  matter,  air.  The  papeiB 
&om  town,  this  morning,  are  full  of  the  afiiur,  and  they  aQ 
appear  to  lean  the  same  way.  Bat  it  'b  a  long  road  that  has  no 
turning,  Mr.  Wilmeter." 

"Yety  true,  and  nothing  wheels  about  with  a  quicker  step 
than  the  sort  of  public  opinion  that  is  got  up  under  a  cty,  and 
■runs  itself  out  of  breath,  at  the  start.  I  expect  to  see  Maiy 
Monson  the  most  approved  and  moat  estoUed  woman  in  this 
3ounty,  yet !" 

Mrs.  Gott  hoped  with  all  ber  heart  that  it  might  be  so,  (bough 
the  bad,  certainly,  misgivings  that  the  young  man  did  not  feel 
Balf  an  hour  after  John  Wilmeter  had  left  the  gaol,  his  friend, 
Michael  Millington,  was  on  tho  road  to  town,  carrying  a  letter  to 
Sarah,  with  a  most  earnest  request  that  she  would  use  all  her 
influence  with  Marie  Moidin  to  engage  in  the  unusual  service 
asked  of  ber,  for  a  few  weeks,  if  for  no  longer  a  period.  This 
letter  reached  its  destination  in  due  time,  and  greatly  did  the 
EOBter  marvel  over  its  warmth,  as  well  as  over  the  nature  of 
the  request. 

"  I  never  knew  John  to  write  so  earnestly  I"  exclaimed  Sarab, 
when  she  and  Michael  had  talked  over  the  matter  a  few  moments. 
"  Were  be  actually  in  love,  I  could  not  eipect  him  to  be  moiB 
prMsing." 

"I  will  not  swear  tbat  he  is  not,"  returned  the  friend,  laugh* 
ing.  "  He  sees  evciything  with  eyes  so  different  from  mine,  that 
I  scarce  know  what  to  make  of  him.     I  have  never  known  John 
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to  deeply  interested  in  anj  human  being,  as  he  ia  at  Oda  motncnt 
tn  diis  strange  creature  I" 

"  Creature !  Ton  men  do  not  often  call  young  hidiea  crealuret ; 
and  my  brother  affirms  that  this  Mary  Monson  is  a  kdy." 

"  Certmnly  she  is,  eo  &r  as  exterior,  manner,  educa^on,  and  I 
suppose,  tast«s,  are  ooncemed.  NeTertfaeless,  there  is  too  moch 
reason  to  think  she  is,  in  scnne  way  onknown  to  ne,  connected 
iritli  crime." 

"I  have  read  accounts  of  pereone  of  these  attainments,  who 
have  been  leagued  together,  and  have  carried  on  a  great  aystem 
of  plundering  for  years,  with  prodigious  success.  That,  however, 
was  in  older  countries,  where  the  necessities  of  a  crowded  popu- 
lation drive  men  into  extremes.  We  are  hardly  suffidently  ad- 
vanced, or  civilized  as  they  call  it,  for  such  bold  villany." 

"A  suspicion  of  that  nature  has  crosEed  my  mind,"  returned 
Millington,  looking  askance  over  his  shoulder,  as  if  he  apprehended 
that  his  friend  might  hear  Iiinu  "It  will  not  do,  however,  to 
remotely  hint  to  John  anythi'.g  of  the  sort.  His  mind  is  bo- 
yond  the  influence  of  testimony." 

Sarah  scarce  knew  what  to  make  of  the  affidr,  though  ^teriy 
regard  disposed  her  to  do  all  she  could  to  oblige  her  brother. 
Marie  Moulin,  however,  was  not  easily  persuaded  into  consenting 
to  serve  a  mistress  who  was  in  prison.  She  held  np  her  hands, 
turned  np  her  eyes,  uttered  fifty  exclamations,  and  declared,  over 
and  over  again  "c'esl  impotnhle;"  and  wondered  how  a  female 
in  such  a  sitnation  conid  suppose  any  respectable  domestio  would 
serve  her,  as  it  would  be  very  sure  to  prevent  her  over  getting  > 
good  place  afterwards.  This  last  objection  siruck  Sarah  as  quite 
reasonable,  and  had  not  her  brother  been  so  very  urgent  with 
her,  would  of  ilself  have  indnced  her  to  abandon  all  attempt  at 
persuasion.  Marie,  however,  fnally  yielded  to  a  feeling  of  intense 
curiosity,  when  no  bribe  in  money  could  have  bought  her.  John 
had  said  the  prisoner  knew  her — had  known  her  in  Enrope — and 
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Ao  was  BQOQ  dying  with  the  desire  to  know  who,  of  all  her  many 
NcquaintanceB  in  the  old  world,  could  be  the  particular  individual 
who  had  got  herself  into  this  formidable  dif&culty.  It  wns  im 
possible  to  rewat  this  feeling,  so  truly  feminine,  which  was  a  good 
deal  stjmulated  by  a  beoret  wish  in  Sarah,  also,  to  learn  who  this 
myBtcrious  person  might  be ;  and  who  did  not  fail  to  urge  Marie, 
with  all  her  rhetoric,  to  consent  to  go  and,  at  least,  see  the  person 
who  had  BO  strong  a  wish  to  engage  her  services.  The  Swiss  had 
not  BO  much  difficulty  in  complying,  provided  she  was  pennitted 
to  reserve  her  final  decision  until  she  had  met  the  prisoner,  when 
she  might  gratify  her  curiosity,  and  return  to  town  prepared  to 
enlighten  Miss  Wilmeter,  and  all  her  other  friends,  on  a  subject 
that  had  got  to  be  intensely  interesting. 

It  was  not  late,  next  morning,  when  Alarie  Moulin,  attended 
by  John  Wilmeter,  presented  herself  to  Mrs.  Gott,  as  an  appli- 
cant for  admission  to  the  gallery  of  Mary  Mouaon.  The  young 
man  did  not  show  himself  on  this  occasion;  though  he  was  near 
enough  to  hear  the  grating  of  the  hinges  when  the  prison-door 
opened. 

"C'eat  bien  vous  done,  Marie  I"  said  the  prisoner,  in  aqitiek 
but  pleased  salutation. 

"  Mademoiselle  I"  exclaimed  the  Swiss.  The  kisses  of  women 
succeeded.  The  door  closed,  and  John  Wilmeter  learned  no 
more,  on  that  a 
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"And  CBD  you  by  no  drift  of  con&rence 
Get  from  hiin,  why  he  pals  on  this  coDfuaion — " 

HimileL 

TusaE  is  BOmething  ima^native,  if  not  very  pieturesquo,  in 
Uie  maimer  in  wbioli  the  lawyers  of  Hanhattan  occapy  the  build- 
ings  of  Nassaa  street,  a  tlioroagli£)Te  which  connects  Wall  street 
witli  tho  Tomhs.  There  they  throng,  resembling  the  remiuos  of  so 
many  monnmeats  along  the  Ap^oian  way,  with  a  "  aUte  vt'ator"  of 
their  own,  to  arrest  the  footst-ops  of  io  wayferer.  We  must  now 
tiaosfer  the  scene  to  a  buildiDg  in  this  street,  which  stands  about 
half-way  between  Maiden  Lane  and  John  Street,  having  its  front 
plastered  over  with  little  tin  signs,  like  a  debtor  marked  by  writs, 
or  what  are  now  called  "complaints."  Among  these  sign.'^,  which 
aSbrded  some  soch  pleaeanl  reading  as  an  almanac,  was  one  that 
bore  this  simple  and  reasonably  intelligent  inscription : 

"  Thomas  Bonscomb,  2d  floor,  in  front." 

It  is  somewhat  singolar  that  terms  as  simple  as  those  of  first 
floor,  second  floor,  &c.,  should  not  signify  the  same  things  in  the 
language  of  the  mother  country,  and  that  of  this  land  of  progress 
and  liberty.  Certain  it  is,  nevertheless,  that  in  American  par- 
lance, more  especially  in  that  of  Manhattan,  a  first  floor  is  never 
np  one  pur  of  stairs,  as  in  London,  unless  indeed  the  flight  ia 
that  by  which  the  wearied  foot-passenger  climbs  the  high  stoop 
(o  gain  an  entrance  into  the  boilding.  In  other  words,  an  Eng- 
lish first  floor  corresponds  with  an  American  second ;  and,  takixi|r 


tlukt  as  the  point  of  departure,  the  same  difference  exista  througli 
out  Tom  Dunsoomb's  office  (or  ofGcea  would  be  the  better  term) 
occupied  quite  half  of  the  second  stoiy  of  a  large  double  houae, 
that  had  once  been  the  habitation  of  some  private  family  of  note, 
but  which  had  long  been  abandoned  to  the  occupation  of  these 
ministers  of  the  law.  Into  those  offices  it  has  now  become  oui 
dutj  to  accompany  one  who  seemed  a  little  strange  in  that  den 
of  the  profession,  at  the  very  moment  he  was  perfectly  at  home. 

"Lawyer  Dunscomb  in?"  demanded  this  person,  who  had  a 
decided  rustic  mien,  though  his  dress  had  a  sort  of  legal  dye  on 
it,  speaking  to  one  of  the  five  or  ax  clerks  who  raised  their  heada 
on  the  stranger's  entrance. 

"  In,  but  engaged  in  a  consultation,  I  believe,"  answered  one 
who,  being  pwd  for  his  services,  was  the  working  clerk  of  the 
office;  most  of  the  others  being  students  who  get  no  remuneration 
for  their  time,  and  who  very  rarely  deserve  it. 

"  I  'U  wait  till  he  ia  through,"  returned  the  stranger,  helping 
himself  cooUy  to  a  vacant  chair,  and  taking  his  seat  in  the  midst 
of  dangers  that  might  have  alarmed  one  less  &miliar  with  the 
snares,  and  quirks,  and  quiddities  of  the  law.  The  several  clerks, 
after  taking  a  good  look  each  at  their  guest,  cast  their  eyes  down 
on  their  books  or  foolscap,  and  seemed  to  be  engrossed  with  their 
respective  occupations.  Most  of  the  young  men,  members  of 
respectable  families  in  town,  set  the  stranger  down  for  a  rustic 
client;  bat  the  working  clerk  saw  at  once,  by  a  oert^  self-pos- 
sessed and  shrewd  manner,  that  the  stranger  was  a  country  pmo- 
titioner. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  half  hour,  Daniel  Lord  and  George 
Wood  came  out  of  (lie  sanctum,  attended  as  &r  as  the  door  by 
DuuBoomb  himself.  Exchan^g  "good  morning"  with  his  pro- 
fesdona]  friends,  the  last  caught  a  glimpse  of  his  patient  vimtor, 
whom  he  immediately  saluted  by  the  somewhat  brief  and  ^miliar 
3sme  of  Timms,  inviting  him  iDB<^antiy,  and  witli  earaeetiieH,  tc 


jome  within  the  limita  of  the  privileged.  Mr.  Timius  complied, 
eutering  the  sanelum  with  the  air  of  one  who  h^  been  there 
before,  and  appearing  to  be  in  no  maimer  oyercome  hj  the  houoni 
he  enjoyed.  And  now,  as  a  (Mthful  chronicler  of  evente,  it  U 
here  become  our  pMnfnl,  not  to  Bay  revolting  duty,  to  record  an 
3ct  on  the  part  of  the  man  who  was  known  throughoat  Duke'e 
county  as  'Squire  Tinuns,  which  it  will  never  do  to  overlook, 
aiiioe  it  hag  got  to  be  perfectly  distinctive  and  characteristic  of 
late  years,  not  of  an  individual,  but  of  large  classes  who  throng 
the  bar,  tbe  desk,  the  steamboats,  the  taverns,  the  streets.  A 
thousand  paragraphs  have  been  written  on  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
can spitting,  and  not  one  line,  as  we  can  remember,  on  the  subject 
of  an  ec|nally  common  and  still  grosser  offence  against  the  minor 
morals  of  the  country,  if  decency  in  manners  may  be  thus  termed. 
Our  mcamng  will  be  explained  more  fully  in  the  narrative  of  the 
gtranger's  immediate  movements  on  entering  tbe  sanctum. 

"Take  a  seat,  Mr.  Timms,"  said  DunBcomb,  motioning  to  a 
cLair,  while  he  resumed  his  own  well-cushioned  seat,  and  deli- 
berately proceeded  to  light  a  segar,  not  without  pressing  several 
with  3  species  of  intelligent  tenderness,  between  his  thumb  and 
finger.     "  Take  a  seat,  sir ;  and  take  a  segar." 

Hero  occurred  the  great  tour  de  force  in  manners  of  'Squire 
Tinuns.  Conaderately  turning  his  person  quartering  towards  his 
h'Mt,  and  seisvDg  himself  by  the  nose,  much  as  if  he  had  a  qoarrel 
with  that  member  of  his  face,  he  blowed  a  blast  that  sounded 
sonorously,  and  which  fulfilled  all  that  it  promised.  Now  a  better 
mannered  man  than  Duuscomb  it  would  not  be  easy  to  find.  He 
was  not  particularly  distinguished  for  elegance  of  deportment,  but 
he  was  perfectly  well-bred.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  flinch  before 
this  broad  hint  from  vulgarity,  but  stood  it  unmoved.  To  own 
the  truth,  so  large  has  been  the  inroad  from  the  base  of  society, 
vithin  the  last  five-and-twenCy  years,  on  the  habite  of  those  who 
»0c  Gzolusivelj  dwelt  together,  that  he  had  got  haidenod  even 


to  thU  amovalioa.  The  &ct  is  not  to  be  concealed,  and,  as  WC 
iatend  oeTer  to  touch  upon  the  sabjeot  again,  ire  sbull  sa;  di» 
tjnotl;  that  Mr.  TiminE  blowed  his  noae  with  bis  fingeis,  and  that^ 
in  so  doing,  he  did  not  innorate  one  half  as  mnch,  to-daj,  on  the 
usages  of  the  Upper  Ten  Thooaand,  as  he  would  have  done  had 
he  blowed  bis  nose  with  his  thumb  only,  a  quarter  of  a  centurp 
fdnee. 

Dunscomb  bore  this  inflictioD  philosophically;  and  well  he 
might,  for  there  was  no  remedy.  Wuting  for  Timms  to  use  hia 
handkerchief,  which  was  produced  somewhat  tardily  for  such  an 
operation,  he  qoieilj  opened  the  subject  of  their  interview. 

"  So  the  grand  jury  has  actually  found  a  bill  for  murder  and 
arson,  my  nephew  writes  me,"  Dunscomb  observed,  looking  en- 
quiringly at  his  companion,  as  if  really  anxious  for  further  intel- 
ligence. 

"  Unanimously,  they  tell  me,  Mr.  Dunscomb,"  answered  Timms. 
"  I  understand  that  only  one  man  heutated,  and  he  was  brought 
round  before  they  came  into  court.  That  piece  of  money  damns 
our  case  in  old  Duke's." 

"Money  saves  more  oases  than  it  damns,  Timms;  and  no  one 
knows  it  better  than  yourself." 

"Very  true,  Mr.  Money  may  defy  even  the  new  code.  Give 
me  five  hundred  dollars,  and  change  the  proceedings  to  a  civil 
action,  and  I  '11  cany  anything  in  my  own  county  that  yon  '11  put 
on  the  calendar,  barring  some  twen^  or  thirty  jurors  I  could 
name.  There  are  about  thirty  men  in  the  county  that  I  can  do 
nothing  with — for  that  matter,  whom  I  dare  not  approach." 

"  How  the  deuce  is  it,  Timms,  that  yon  manage  your  causes 
with  BO  much  success  7  for  I  remember  you  have  given  me  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  suits  in  which  law  and  fact  were  both  clearly 
enough  on  my  aide  " 

"  I  suppose  those  must  have  been  causes  in  which  we  '  honw 
Jiodded'  and  'pillowed'  a  good  deal." 

■'..lyGoogle 
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"  Horae-flliedded  and  piUowed !  Those  are  legal  te"ua  of  wbioli 
[  have  no  knowledge  1" 

"  They  are  countiy  phrases,  ur,  and  country  customs  too,  tot 
that  matter.  A  man  might  practise  a  long  life  in  town,  and  know 
■tothlng  about  them.  The  Halls  of  Justice  are  not  immacalate; 
bat  tbej  can  tell  us  nothing  of  horse^edding  and  pillowing. 
They  do  budness  in  a  way  of  which  we  in  the  coontry  are  just 
as  ignorant  as  yon  are  of  onr  mode." 

"  Have  the  goodness,  Timma,  jnst  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
your  t«nns,  which  are  quite  new  to  me.  I  will  not  swear  they 
are  not  in  the  Code  of  Practioe,  but  they  are  in  neither  Black' 
stone  nor  Kent." 

"  Horse-shedding,  'Squire  Ihinseomb,  explains  itself.  In  the 
country,  most  of  the  jurors,  witnesses,  &c.,  have  more  or  less  to 
do  with  the  horse-sheds,  if  it  'a  only  to  see  that  their  beasts  are 
fed.  Well,  we  keep  proper  talkers  there,  and  it  must  be  a  knotty 
ease,  indeed,  into  which  an  ingenious  hand  cannot  throst  a  doabt 
or  au  argument.  To  be  &ank  with  yon,  I  've  knowu  three  pretty 
difficult  amia  sommed  op  under  a  horse-shed  in  one  day ;  and 
tmce  as  many  opened." 

"But  how  is  this  done? — do  you  present  your  argument* 
Erectly,  as  in  conrt?" 

"  Lord  bless  yon,  no.  In  court,  unless  the  jury  happen  to  be 
nnnsually  excellent,  counsel  have  to  pay  some  little  regard  to  the 
testimony  and  the  law ;  but,  in  horse^ehedding,  one  has  no  need 
of  either.  A  skilful  horae-shedder,  for  instance,  will  talk  a  party 
to  pieces,  and  not  say  a  word  about  the  case.  That 's  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  buwness.  It 's  against  the  law,-  you  know,  Mr.  Buns- 
comb,  to  tali  of  a  case  before  a  juror  —  an  indictable  offence — ■ 
bnt  one  may  make  a  case  of  a  party's  general  character,  of  his 
means,  his  miserly  qualities,  or  his  aristocracy;  and  it  wiU  be 
hard  to  get  hold  of  the  talker  for  any  of  them  qualides.  Aris- 
tocnur^,  of  late  years,  is  a  capital  argument,  and  will  suit  almost 


iny  state  of  ^fs,  or  any  aotian  jou  can  bring.  Only  pcrsuuilt 
the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  fimciee  himself  better  Qiaii 
they  are,  and  the  verdict  ia  certdn.  I  got  a  thonaand  dollars  in 
the  Springer  case,  Bolely  on  ibat  ground.  Ariatocra^  did  it  I  It 
U  going  to  do  us  a  great  deal  of  barm  in  this  murder  and  areon 
indictment." 

•  "  Bnt  Mary  Mouson  is  no  aristocrat — she  is  a  stranger,  and 
unknown.  What  privileges  does  she  enjoy,  to  render  her  ob- 
nosioM  to  the  charge  of  aristocracy  ?" 

"  More  than  Trill  do  her  any  good.  Her  aristocrai^  does  her 
almost  as  mncb  harm  in  old  Duke's  as  tbe  piece  of  gold.  I 
always  consider  a  causa  as  half  lost,  when  there  is  any  aristocracy 
in  it." 

"  Aristocracy  means  excluave  political  privileges  In  the  hando 
of  a  few ;  and  it  means  nothing  else.     Now,  what  exclusive  poli- 
tical privileges  does  this  unfortunate  young  woman  enjoy  7     She 
is  acoosed  of  two  of  the  highest  crimes  hnown  to  the  lawsj  is 
,  indicted,  imprisoned,  and  will  be  tried." 

"Yes,  and  hy  her  peers,"  said  Timms,  taking  out  a  very  re- 
spectable-looking bos,  and  helping  himself  liberaUy  to  a  pinch 
of  cut  tobacco.  "  It 's  wonderful,  'Squire  Diinseomb,  how  much 
breadth  the  peerage  possesses  in  this  countiy  I  I  saw  a  trial,  a 
year  or  two  since,  in  which  one  of  the  highest  intelleela  of  the 
land  waa  one  of  the  parties,  and  in  which  a  juror  asked  the  judge 
to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  'bereaved.'  TTuU  cidzcn 
had  his  rights  referred  to  his  peers,  with  a  vengeance !" 

"  Yes;  the  venerable  maxim  of  the  common  law  is,  occasion- 
idly,  a  little  caricatured  among  us.  This  is  owing  to  our  adhering 
to  antiquated  opinions  after  the  tacts  in  which  they  had  their 
taipn  have  ceased  to  exist.  But,  by  your  manner  of  treating 
the  subject,  Timms,  I  infer  that  you  give  up  the  aristocracy." 

"  Not  at  all.  Our  client  will  have  more  risks  to  run  on  a» 
rount  of  ihal,  than  on  a«oonnt  of  any  other  weak  spot  in  ha: 
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e!u]c  I  tliink  we  might  get  along  with  tbe  piece  of  gold,  as  a 
ilfe  is  in  queetion ;  but  it  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  see  how  wo  aiv 
to  get  along  with  the  ariatoeracy." 

"And  this  in  the  feee  of  her  imprisonment,  solitary  condition, 
Friendleas  state,  and  otter  dependence  on  strangers  for  her  future 
taf/e?  I  see  no  one  feature  of  ariatocraey  to  reproach  her 
with." 

"  But  I  see  a  great  many,  and  so  does  the  neighbourhood.  It 
is  already  getting  to  be  the  talk  of  half  the  county.  In  short, 
all  are  talking  about  it,  but  they  who  know  better.  Yon  'U  see, 
'Squire  Dunscomb,  there  are  two  sorts  of  aristocracy  in  the  eyes 
of  most  people ;  your  sort,  and  my  sort.  Your  sort  is  a,  state  of 
society  that  gives  privileges  and  power  to  a  few,  and  keeps  it 
there.  That  is  wliat  I  call  old-fashioned  aristocracy,  about  which 
nobody  cares  anything  in  this  country.  We  have  no  such  aristo- 
crats, I  allow,  and  consequently  they  don't  ugnily  a  straw." 

"  Yet  they  arc  the  only  true  aristocrats,  after  aU.  But  what, 
or  who  are  yours." 

"  Well  now,  'Squire,  you  are  a  sort  of  aristocrat  yourself,  in  a 
oertmn  way.  I  don't  know  how  it  is — ^I'm  admitted  to  the  bar 
as  well  as  you  —  have  just  as  many  rights — " 

"  More,  Tiiuma,  if  leading  jurors  by  the  nose,  and  horse-shed- 
ding, can  be  accounted  rights," 

"  Well,  more,  in  some  respects,  may  be.  Notwitl  standing  all 
this,  there  is  a  difference  between  us — a  di^teuce  in  our  ways, 
in  oar  language,  in  our  ideas,  our  manner  of  thinking  and  acting, 
that  sets  you  up  above  me  in  away  I  should  not  like  in  any  other 
man.  As  you  did  so  much  for  me  when  a  boy,  air,  and  carried 
me  through  to  the  bar  on  your  shoulders,  as  it  might  be,  I  shall 
always  look  up  to  you;  though  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  always 
like  even  your  superiority," 

"  I  should  be  sorry,  Timms,  if  I  ever  so  fiir  forget  my  own 
Ipoot  defects,  as  to  parade  unfeelingly  any  little  advantages  I 
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nuy  happen'  to  poaaesa  over  yon,  or  over  any  other  man,  ia  oon- 
lequence  of  the  acoidenta  of  birth  and  education." 

"  You  do  not  parade  them  unfeelingly,  ur ;  you  do  not  parade 
them  at  all.  Still,  they  will  show  themselves ;  and  they  are  juat 
the  diinga  I  do  not  lite  to  look  at.  Now,  what  is  true  of  me,  iit 
true  of  all  my  neighbours.  We  call  anything  aristocracy  that  ia 
a  touch  above  us,  let  it  be  what  it  may.  I  sometimeB  think 
'Squire  Dunaoimb  ia  a  sort  of  an  aristocrat  in  the  law !  Now,  as 
f<^  our  client,  she  has  a  hundred  ways  with  her  &a.t  are  not  tite 
vrays  of  Duke's,  unlesa  you  go  among  the  tip-toppers." 

"The  Upper  Ten " 

"  Pshaw  I  I  know  better  than  that  myself,  'Squire.  Their 
Upper  Ten  should  be  upper  one,  of  two,  to  be  common  sense. 
Rude  and  untaught  as  I  was  until  you  took  me  by  the  hand,  si^ 
I  can  tell  the  difference  between  those  who  wear  kids,  and  tide  in 
their  coaches,  and  those  who  are  fit  for  either.  Onr  client  has 
none  of  this,  sr ;  and  that  it  is  which  surprises  me.  She  has  no 
Union  Place,  or  Fifth  Avenue,  about  her;  but  is  tbe  true  coin. 
There  is  one  thing  in  particular  that  I  'm  ^a&iud  may  do  hei 
harm," 

"  It  is  the  true  coin  which  usually  paaees  with  the  least  trouble 
from  hand  to  hand.  But  what  is  tlus  partjcnlar  source  of  ane%> 
nness?" 

"Why,  the  client  has  a  lady-ftiend " 

A  little  exclamation  from  Dunscomb  caused  the  speaker  to 
pause,  white  the  counselloT  removed  the  segar  fiom  his  month, 
knocked  off  ite  ashes,  and  appeared  to  ponder  for  a  moment, 
touching  the  best  manner  of  treating  a  som^hat  delicate  subject. 
At  length,  native  frankness  overcame  all  scruple,  and  he  spok« 
plainly,  or  aa  the  funiliar  instructtH-  might  be  expected  to  addrea 
\  very  green  papiL 

"  If  you  love  me,  Timms,  never  repeat  that  diabolical  phrase 
sgun,"  said  Dunscomb,  looking  quite  serious,  however  mucli 
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■hare  migh ;  have  been  of  affectation  in  lus  aspect.  "  It  is  even 
worse  t^an  Hnrlgate,  whicli  I  have  told  yon  fifty  timeB  I  cannot 
endure.  '  Lady  friend'  is  infemaJly  vulgar,  and  I  will  not  stand 
it  YoJ  may  blow  your  nose  with  your  fingers,  if  it  give  yon 
espedal  satisfaction,  and  yon  may  blow  ont  a^^unet  aristocrat^  aa 
mnch  as  you  please;  but  you  shall  not  talk  to  me  about  'lady- 
friends'  or  '  Hurlgate.'  I  am  no  dandy,  but  a  respectable  elderly 
gentleman,  who  piofessea  to  speak  English,  and  who  wishes  to  be 
addressed  in  his  own  language.  Heaven  knows  what  the  country 
is  coming  to  I  There  is  Webster,  to  begin  with,  cramnung  a 
Yankee  dialEct  down  our  throats  for  good  English ;  then  cornea 
all  the  cult  of  t^e  day,  flourishiDg  finical  phrases,  and  new  agni* 
fications  to  gopd  old  homely  words,  and  changing  the  very  nature 
of  mankind  by  means  of  terms.  Last  of  all,  is  this  infernal  Code, 
in  which  the  ideas  are  as  bad  as  poedble,  and  the  terms  stall  worse. 
But  whom  do  you  mean  by  your  '  ladj-friendf  " 

"The  French  lady  that  has  been  with  our  client^  now,  for  a 
fortnight.  Depend  on  it,  the  will  do  us  no  good  when  we  are  on. 
She  is  loo  aristooratio  altogether." 

Donscomb  laughed  outright  Then  he  passed  a  hand  across 
his  brow,  and  seemed  to  muse. 

"All  this  la  very  serious,"  he  at  length  replied,  "  and  is  really 
DO  laughing  matter.  A  pret^  pass  are  we  coming  to,  if  the 
sdmmistration  of  the  law  is  to  be  influenced  by  such  things  as 
these  I  The  doctrine  is  openly  held  that  the  rich  shall  not,  ought 
not  to  embellish  their  amnsementa  at  a  cost  that  the  poor  cannot 
eompass;  and  here  we  have  a  member  of  the  bar  telling  us  » 
prisoner  shall  not  have  justice  because  she  has  a  foreign  maid- 
gervant!" 

"  A  snrant  I  Call  her  anything  but  that,  'Sijnire,  if  y?u  wish 
for  success  1  A  prisoner  accused  of  capital  crimes,  with  a  servant, 
would  be  certain  to  be  condemned.  Even  the  court  would  hardlj 
itasd  Uua." 
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"  limma,  yoa  are  a  shrewdj  eaga^ious  fellow,  and  are  apt  tc 
laugh  ia  your  sleeve  at  follies  of  this  nature,  as  I  well  know  from 
long  acquaintance ;  and  here  you  in»at  on  one  of  the  greatest  of 
all  the  abBordities." 

"  Things  are  changed  in  Amerikjr,  Mr.  Dunscomb.  The  peopk 
are  beginning  to  govem;  and  when  the;  oan't  do  it  legally,  the; 
ds  it  without  law.  Don't  jou  see  what  the  papers  saj  abouh 
having  operas  and  play-houses  at  the  people's  prices,  and  the 
right  to  hiss  ?  There's  Constitution  for  you  1  I  wonder  what 
Kent  and  Blackstone  would  say  to  thatf" 

"  Sure  enough.  They  would  find  some  novel  features  in  a 
liberty  which  says  a  man  shall  not  set  the  price  on  the  seals  in 
his  own  theatre,  and  that  the  hisdng  inay.be  done  by  an  audience 
in  tbc  streets.  The  facts  are,  Timms,  that  all  these  abuses  about 
O.  P-'b,  and  controlling  other  peraona'  concerns  under  the  pre- 
tence that  the  public  haa  rights  where,  as  a  public,  it  has  no 
rights  at  all,  come  from  the  reaction  of  a  haJf-way  liberty  in  other 
countries.  Here,  where  the  people  are  really  free,  haring  all  the 
power,  and  where  no  political  right  is  hereditary,  the  people 
ought,  at  least,  to  respect  their  own  ordinances." 

"  Do  you  not  consider  a  theatre  a  public  place,  'Squire  Duns- 
somb  ?" 

"In  one  sense  it  is,  certainly;  but  not  in  the  sense  that  bear& 
on  this  pretended  power  over  it.  The  very  drcumstance  that 
the  audience  pay  for  their  seats,  makes  it,  in  law  as  in  fact,  a 
matter  of  covenant  As  for  tliia  newfangled  absurdity  about  ite 
being  a  du^  to  fiimish  low-priced  seal«  for  the  poor,  where  thej 
may  ^t  and  look  at  pretty  women  because  they  cannot  see  them 
elsewhere,  it  is  scarcely  worth  an  argument.  If  the  rich  should 
demand  that  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  poor  should  bo 
paraded  in  the  pita  and  galleries,  for  their  patrician  eyes  to  feast 
an,  a  pretty  clamour  there  would  be !  If  the  stat«  requires  cheap 
ilieatreB,  and  cheap  women,  let  tltc  state  pay  for  them,  as  it  dose 
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ht  itsothitiranta;  but,  if  tiiese  amusemente  are  to  be  &e  objcci 
of  private  specnlationa,  let  private  wiadom  control  them.  I  have 
DO  respect  for  one-uded  liberty,  let  it  cant  as  much  as  it  maj." 

"  Well,  I  don't  know,  air ;  I  have  read  some  of  theae  articles, 
and  they  seemed  to  me " 

«  What — convindng  ?' ' 

"FerhapH-Qot  just  that,  'Sqnire;  but  very  agreeable,  I'm 
not  rich  enough  to  pay  for  a  high  place  at  an  opera  or  a  theatre ; 
and  it  is  pleasant  to  fiuioy  that  a  poor  feller  can  get  one  of  the 
best  seats  at  lialf-pnce.  Now,  in  England,  they  tell  me,  the 
public  won't  stand  pricea  they  don't  like." 

"  Individuals  of  (he  public  may  refuse  to  purchase,  and  there 
thar  rights  cease.  An  opera,  in  particular,  ia  a  very  expensive 
amusement;  and  ia  all  countries  where  the  rates  of  admission 
are  low,  the  governments  contribute  to  the  espeuditures.  This 
is  done  from  policy,  to  keep  the  people  quiet,  and  possibly  to 
help  civilize  them;  but,  if  we  are  not  tar  beyond  the  necesMty  of 
any  such  expedients,  our  institutions  are  nothing  but  a  sublime 
mystifioalion." 

"It  is  wonderful,  'Squire,  how  many  persona  see  the  loose 
aide  of  democracy,  who  have  no  notion  of  the  tight !  But,  all 
this  time,  our  client  is  in  gaol  at  Biberry,  and  must  be  tried  next 
week.  Has  nothing  been  done,  'Squire,  to  choke  off  the  newa- 
pjq)era,  who  have  aomething  to  say  abont  her  almost  every  day. 
It 's  quite  time  the  other  side  should  be  heard." 

"  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  persons  who  control  thcec 
{lapers  should  be  so  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  othera  as  to  allow 
Kich  paragraphs  to  find  a  place  in  their  columna." 

■■  Indifferent  I  What  do  they  care,  so  long  as  the  journal  sells  f 
In  onr  case,  however,  I  rather  suspect  that  a  certain  reporter  has 
taken  offence;  and  when  men  of  that  class  get  offended,  look  DL*t 
*br  news  of  the  colour  of  thdr  anger.  Is  n't  it  wonderful,  'Squin 
DuDScomb,  that  the  peifple  don't  see  and  feel  that  they  arc  sua 
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tuning  low  tyrants,  in  two-thirds  of  their  siny  clamonr  about 
the  liber^  of  the  press  ?" 

"  Maiij  do  see  it;  and  I  think  this  engine  has  lost  a  great 
deal  of  its  influence  within  tlte  last  few  years.  As  respects  pro- 
ceedings  in  the  courte,  there  never  will  be  any  true  liberty  in  the 
ooiintry,  nntjl  the  newspapers  are  bound  hand  and  foot" 

"  You  are  right  enough  in  one  thing,  'Squire,  and  that  is  in 
die  ground  the  press  has  lost.  It  has  pretty  much  used  itself  up 
in  Duke's;  and  I  would  pillow  and  horse^ed  a  canse  through 
against  it^  the  best  day  it  ever  gawl" 

"  By  the  way,  Timma,  you  have  not  explained  the  pillowing 
process  to  me." 

"I  should  think  the  word  itself  would  do  that,  ur.  Yon 
know  how  it  is  in  the  country.  Half  a  dozen  beds  are  put  in  the 
same  room,  and  two  in  a  bed.  Waal,  imagine  three  or  four  jurors 
in  one  of  these  rooms,  and  two  chaps  along  with  'em,  with  in- 
structioDS  how  to  talk.  The  conversation  ia  the  most  innocent 
and  nat'ral  in  the  world ;  not  a  word  too  much  or  too  little ;  hut 
it  sticks  like  a  bnr.  The  juror  ia  a  pl^,  simple-minded  conntry- 
man,  and  swallows  all  that  his  room-mates  say,  and  goes  into  the 
box  next  day  in  a  beautiful  frame  of  mind  to  listen  to  reason  and 
evidence  1  No,  no ;  ^ve  me  two  or  three  of  these  pillow-coua- 
sellore,  and  I  'U  undo  all  :ihat  the  journals  can  do,  in  a  single 
conversaldon.  Ton '11  remember,  'Squire,  that  we  get  the  last 
word  by  this  system ;  and  if  the  first  blow  is  half  the  battle  in 
war,  the  last  word  is  another  half  in  the  law.  Oh  I  it 's  a  bean 
lifiil  business,  is  this  trial  by  joiy." 

"  All  this  is  very  wrong,  Timms.  For  a  long  time  I  hav< 
known  that  yon  have  exercised  an  extraordinary  influence  ovoi 
the  jurors  of  Duke's;  but  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  you 
have  been  frank  enough  to  reveal  the  process." 

"  Because  this  ia  the  first  oooamon  on  which  we  have  ever  had 
a  oupital  case  together.     In  tbe  present  state  of  public  opinion 
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ID  Duke's,  I  iLUch  questioa  whether  we  cao  get  a  ju/y  empitn- 
DcUcd  in  this  trial  at  all." 

"  The  Sopreme  Court  will  then  send  ns  to  town,  by  way  of 
mending  the  matter.      Apropos,  Timms " 

"  One  word  if  you  please,  'Squire ;  what  does  a  propoi  really 
cean  7     I  hear  it  almost  every  day,  but  never  yet  knew  the 


"  It  has  shades  of  difference  in  its  signification — as  I  just  osed 

it,  it  means  '  speaking  of  that.' " 

"  And  ia  it  right  to  say  a  propos  to  such  a  thing?" 

"  It  is  better  to  aay  k  propoe  of,  as  the  French  do.     In  old 

English  it  was  always  to  ;  hut  in  our  later  mode  of  speaking,  we 

"  Thank  you,  sir.  You  know  how  I  glean  my  knowledge  in 
driblets;  and  oat  in  the  country  not  always  from  the  highest 
authorities.  Plain  and  uncouth  as  I  knorf  I  ^pear  to  you,  and 
to  Miss  Sarah,  I  have  an  ambition  to  be  a  gentleman.  Now,  I 
haye  observation  enough  to  see  that  it  is  tliese  little  matters,  after 
all,  and  not  riches  and  fine  clothes,  that  make  gentlemen  and 
ladies." 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  so  much  discrimination,  Timms ;  but, 
you  must  permit  me  to  remark,  that  you  will  never  make  a  gen. 
tleman  until  you  learn  to  let  your  nose  alone." 

"  Thank  you,  sir — I  am  thankful  for  even  the  smallest  hinto 
on  manners.  It 's  a  pity  that  so  handsome  and  so  agreeable  a 
young  lady  should  be  hanged,  Mr.  Dunscomb  !" 

"  Timms,  you  are  as  shrewd  a  fellow,  in  your  own  way,  as  I 
know.  Tour  law  does  not  amount  to  any  great  matt«r,  nor  do 
you  take  hold  of  the  strong  points  of  a  case  very  often ;  but  you 
perform  wonders  with  the  weaker.  In  the  way  of  an  opinion  on 
^ts,  I  know  few  men  more  to  be  relied  on.  Tell  me,  then, 
frankly,  what  do  you  think  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Maij 
HoBflon  1" 
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Tinuus  screwed  up  liia  mouth,  passed  a,  band  over  his  bniW) 
uid  did  not  anawcr  for  near  a  miaute. 

"  Ferhapa  it  is  rights  ailer  all,  that  wo  Bhoald  underelaad  eacli 
other  on  this  aubjeot,"  he  then  said.  "  We  are  associated  ae 
counsel,  nod  I  feel  it  a  great  honour  to  be  so  associated,  'Sqniie 
Duuscomb,  I  give  jou  m;  word;  and  it  is  proper  that  ire  should 
bo  as  free  with  each  other  as  brothers.  In  die  first  place,  then, 
L  neyer  saw  such  a  client  before,  as  this  same  lady — for  lady  I 
suppose  we  must  call  her  until  she  ia  convicted " 

"  Convicted  I— Ton  cannot  think  there  is  much  danger  of  that, 
TimmB?" 

"We  never  know,  air;  we  never  know.  I  have  lost  cases  of 
which  I  was  sure/ and  gained  them  of  which  I  had  no  hopes — 
cases  which  I  certainly  ought  not  to  have  gained  —  ag'in  all  law 
and  the  ^ts." 

*' Ay,  that  came  ot  the  horse-shed,  and  the  elecping  of  two  in 
a  bed." 

"Perhaps  it  did,  'Squire,"  returned  Timms,  laughing  TCry 
freely,  though  ■without  making  an  j  noise ;  "  perhaps  it  did.  When 
the  amall-pos  is  about,  there  is  no  teUing  who  may  take  it.  Aa 
for  this  case,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  it  is  mj  opinion  we  shall  have 
to  run  for  disngreements.  If  we  can  get  the  juries  to  disagree 
once  or  twioe,  and  can  get  a  change  of  venue,  with  a  couple  of 
charges,  the  deuce  is  in  it  if  a  man  of  your  experience  do  n't 
comer  them  so  tightly,  they'll  give  the  matter  up,  rather  than 
have  any  more  trouble  about  it.  After  all,  the  state  can't  gain 
much  by  hanging  a  young  woman  that  nobody  knows,  oven  if 
she  be  a  little  aristocratical.  We  must  get  her  to  change  her 
drcaa  altogether,  and  some  of  her  ways  too ;  which,  in  her  circum- 
stances,  I  call  downright  han^ng  ways;  and  the  sooner  she  is 
rid  of  them,  the  better." 

"I  see  &a.t  you  do  not  think  us  very  strong  on  the  merits, 
KnimB,  which  is  as  much  as  admitting  the  guilt  of  our  oHent.    1 

Higle 
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(TOS  a  good  deal  inclined  to  soapeot  tlie  worst  myself;  but  two  oi 
three  more  interriewB,  and  what  my  nephew  Jack  Wilmeter  tella 
ue,  have  produced  a,  change.  I  am  now  strongly  inclined  to 
Iwliive  her  innocent  She  haa  some  great  and  secret  cause  of 
flpprebensioD,  I  will  allow  j  but  I  do  not  think  these  onfortunatG 
Goodwins  hare  anything  to  do  with  it." 

"  Waal,  one  never  knows.  The  verdict,  if  '  not  guilty,'  will 
be  just  33  good  as  if  she  was  as  innocent  as  a  child  a  yeu  oU. 
I  see  how  the  work  is  to  be  done.  All  the  law,  and  the  summing 
np,  will  fall  to  your  share ;  while  the  out-door  work  will  be  mine. 
We  may  cany  her  through — though  I  'm  of  opinion  that,  if  we 
do,  it  will  be  more  by  means  of  bottom  than  by  means  of  foot 
rhere  is  one  thing  that  is  very  essential,  sir — the  money  must 
hold  out." 

"  Do  you  want  a  refresher  so  soon,  Timms  ?  —  Jack  tells 
■ne  that  she  has  given  yon  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUais 
ilready  I" 

"I  acknowledge  it,  sir;  and  a  very  respectable  fee  it  is — grm 
ought  to  have  a  thousand,  'Squire." 

"I  have  not  received  a  cent,  nor  do  I  mean  to  touch  any  of 
her  money.  My  feelings  are  in  the  case,  and  I  am  willing  to 
work  for  nothing." 

Timms  gave  his  old  master  a  qiilck  but  scrutinizing  glance. 
Dunscomb  was  yonthfril,  in  all  respects,  for  his  time  of  life ;  and 
many  a  man  has  loved,  and  married,  and  become  the  parent  of  a 
flourishing  family,  who  had  seen  all  the  days  he  had  seen.  That 
glance  was  to  inquire  if  it  were  possible  that  the  uncle  and  ne- 
phew  were  likely  to  be  rivals,  and  to  obt^n  as  much  knowledge 
16  could  be  readily  gleaned  in  a  quick,  jealous  look.  But  the 
nounsellor  was  calm  as  usual,  and  no  tinge  of  colour,  no  sigh,  no 
gentleness  of  expression,  betrayed  the  existence  of  the  master 
[lassion.  It  was  reported  among  the  bachelor's  intimates  tiiaC 
fijrmerly,  when  he  was  about  five-and-twenty,  be  had  had  an 
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a&iir  of  the  heart]  which  had  taken  such  deep  hold  that  eveii 
the  hdfs  marriage  irith  another  man  had  not  destroyed  its  im- 
pression. That  marriage  waa  said  not  to  have  been  ha'ppy,  and 
was  sueceeded  by  a  second,  that  was  still  less  soj  though  the 
parties  were  affluent,  educated,  and  possessed  all  the  means  that 
are  commonly  supposed  to  produce  felidty.  A  ungle  child  was 
the  isaue  of  the  first  marriage,  and  ita  burth  had  shortly  preceded 
the  separation  that  followed.  Three  years  later  the  father  died, 
leaving  the  whole  of  a  Tery  ample  fortune  to  this  child,  conpled 
with  the  strange  request  that  Dnnscomb,  once  the  betrothed  of 
her  mother,  should  be  the  trustee  and  guardian  of  the  daughter. 
This  cztraordinaiy  demand  had  not  been  complied  with,  and 
Dunacomb  had  not  seen  any  of  the  parties  from  the  time  he 
broke  with  his  mistress.  The  heiress  married  young,  died  within 
the  year,  and  left  another  heiress ;  but  no  Airther  alluuon  to  our 
counsellor  was  made,  in  any  of  the  later  wills  and  settlcmenfA. 
Once,  indeed,  he  had  been  professionally  consulted  concerning 
the  devises  in  &vonr  of  the  granddaughter — a  certain  Mildred 
Millington  —  who  was  a  second-cousin  to  Michael  of  that  name, 
and  as  rich  as  he  was  poor.  For  some  years,  a  sort  of  vague 
expectation  prevwled  that  these  two  young  Millingtons  might 
marry;  but  a  feud  existed  in  the  family,  and  little  or  no  inter- 
course was  permitted.  The  early  removal  of  the  young  lady  to 
a  distant  school  prevented  such  a  result ;  and  Michael,  in  due 
time,  fell  within  the  influence  of  Sarah  Wilmeter's  gentleness, 
beauty,  and  affection. 

Timms  came  to  the  eouclusion  that  his  old  master  was  not  in 
love. 

"  It  is  very  convenient  to  be  rich,  'Squire,"  this  ungular  being 
remarked ;  "  and  I  dare  say  it  may  be  very  pleasant  to  practise 
for  nothing,  when  a  man  has  his  pocket  full  of  money.  I  am 
poor,  and  have  particular  satis&oldon  in  a  good  worm  fee.  £} 
the  way,  sir,  my  part  of  the  budness  require?  plenty  of  money 
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I  do  not  think  1  can  even  oommeuce  operotione  with  Iges  than 
five  bundled  dollars." 

Dunscomb  leaned  back,  stretched  fortli  au  ann,  drew  his 
dieqae-book  from  its  niche,  and  filled  a  cheque  for  the  Emm  juat 
tnentioned.  This  he  quiedy  handed  to  I^ms,  without  asking 
for  fmy  lecdpt;  for,  while  he  knew  that  his  old  student  aud 
fellow-practitiouer  was  no  more  to  be  trusted  in  matters  of  pruv 
tjoe  than  was  an  eel  in  the  hand,  he  knew  that  he  was  scnipo- 
tously  honest  in  matters  of  account.  There  was  not  a  man  la 
the  state  to  wbom  Bunsoomb  wonid  sooner  confide  the  oare  of 
ODOOonted  gold,  or  the  adnunistration  of  an  estate,  or  the  pa;- 
ment  of  a  legat^,  than  this  very  individual ;  who,  he  also  well 
knew,  would  not  scruple  to  set  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  at 
naught,  in  order  to  obtain  a  verdict,  wben  his  feelings  were  really 
in  the  case. 

"There,  Timms,"  said  the  senior  counsel,  glancing  at  hii 
draft  before  he  handed  it  to  the  other,  in  order  to  see  that  it  wag 
correct;  "there  b  what  you  ask  for.  Five  hundred  for  expenses, 
Kod  half  as  much  as  a  fee." 

"  Thank  you,  sir.  I  hope  this  is  not  gratuitous,  as  woU  as  tbo 
services?" 

"  It  is  not.  There  is  no  want  of  funds,  and  I  am  put  in  poa- 
sesaoa  of  sufficient  money  to  carry  us  through  with  credit ;  but 
it  is  as  a  trustee,  and  not  as  a  fee.  This,  indeed,  is  the  most 
extraordinary  part  of  the  whole  aStak;  —  to  find  a  delicate,  edu- 
cated, accomplished  lady,  with  her  pockets  well  lined,  in  such  a 
situation  I" 

"Why,  'Squire,"  Bsid  Timms,  passing  his  kand  dowu  bis 
chin,  and  trying  to  look  rample  and  diunterested,  "  I  am  afraid 
clients  like  ours  are  often  flush.  I  have  been  employed  about 
the  Tombs  a  good  deal  in  my  tdme,  and  I  have  gin'ially  taani 
Uut  the  liohest  clients  were  the  biggest  rogues." 
7 
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Dunscoinb  gave  nis  oompamon  a  long  and  coateni  plaid ve  louk 
He  mv  tLat  Timma  did  not  ent^tain  quite  as  favonrable  an 
opinion  of  Maiy  Monson  as  he  did  himself,  or  rather  that  be  was 
fast  getting  to  entertain;  for  his  own  distrust  originallj  wai 
■carcelj  less  than  that  of  this  hackneyed  dealer  with  human  vioeii. 
A  long,  close,  and  stringent  examination  of  all  of  Tinuns's  &cta 
iuoceeded — &ct8  that  had  been  gleaned  by  colleduig  statementl 
on  the  spot.  Then  a  oonsnlt&tion  followed,  from  which  it  mi^t 
be  a  little  pramBtnre,  joDt  now,  to  raiw  the  mil. 
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Yet  Ihs  muhaped  uae  of  it  doth  mo 
Tlie  besTen  to  collection.  Thej  &i 
And  bolch  the  words  np  fit  to  their 


Tub  leader  is  not  to  be  Borprised  at  the  iaUmacy  ffhioh  esistud 
between  Thomas  Bunscomb  and  the  half-educated  ecmi-rude  beinj; 
who  was  associated  with  him  as  oonneel  in  the  important  cacse 
diat  was  now  Boon  to  be  tried.  Such  intimacies  are  by  no  means 
ancommon  in  the  course  of  events ;  men  ottca  overlooking  great 
dissiioilarities  in  principles,  as  well  as  in  personal  qnalitjes,  in 
mana^ng  their  associations,  so  fer  aa  they  are  connected  with 
ihe  a^irs  of  this  world.  The  ciroomstance  that  Timms  had 
studied  in  onr  counsellor's  office  would,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
produce  certain  relations  between  them  in  after-life;  but  the 
student  had  made  himself  ijseful  to  his  former  master  on  a  great 
variety  of  occasions,  and  was  frequently  employed  by  him  when- 
ever there  was  a  cause  depending  in  the  courts  of  Duke's,  the 
county  in  which  the  impotished,  half-educated,  but  hard^workiog 
and  successful  county  practitjoner  had  established  himself.  It 
may  be  quostiipned  if  DunBcomb  really  knew  all  the  agencies  set 
in  motion  by  his  coadjutor  in  difficult  cases ;  but,  whether  he  did 
or  not,  it  is  quite  certain  that  many  of  them  were  of  a  character 
not  to  see  the  light.  It  is  very  much  the  fitshion  of  our  good 
repnblie  to  turn  up  its  nose  at  all  other  lands,  a  habit  no  donbl  i 
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iuhuritt'l  fruin  our  great  anoestois  the  Eoglish;  and  one  of  itt 
standing  themes  of  reproach  are  thi  legal  oorraptjoas  and  abuses 
known  to  exist  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  &c. ;  all  over  the  vorld, 
in  ahort,  except  among  ourselTes.  So  far  as  the  judges  are  con- 
cerned, there  ia  a  surpriBing  adherence  to  duty,  nhen  bribes  alono 
are  concerned,  no  class  of  men  on  earth  being  probably  less  ob- 
nosious  to  just  imputfttions  of  this  character  than  the  innumera- 
ble corps  of  judicial  offioera ;  unpaid,  poor,  hard-worked;  and  we 
might  almost  add  unhononred,  as  tbey  are.  That  cases  in  whiob 
bribes  are  taken  do  occur,  we  make  no  doubt;  it  would  be 
assuming  too  much  in  fevour  of  human  nature  to  infer  the  con- 
trary; but,  under  the  system  of  publicly  that  prevails,  it  would 
Dot  be  easy  for  this  crime  to  extend  very  for  without  its  being 
exposed.  It  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  vast  judicial  corps  of 
the  States,  that  bribery  ia  an  offence  which  does  not  appear  to  b<t 
even  suspected  at  all ;  or,  if  there  be  exceptions  to  the  rule,  they 
exist  in  but  few  and  isolated  cases.  Here,  however,  our  enlo^ea 
m  American  justice  must  cease.  All  that  Timms  has  intimated 
and  Dunscomb  has  asserted  concerning  the  juries  is  true;  and 
the  evil  is  one  that  each  day  increases,  The  tendency  of  every- 
thing belon^ng  to  the  government  is  to  throw  power  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  who,  in  nearly  all  cases,  use  it  aa 
men  might  be  supposed  to  do  who  are  perfectly  irresponsible, 
have  only  a  remote,  and  half  the  time  an  invisible  interest  in  it« 
exercise ;  who  do  not  feel  or  understand  the  consequences  of  theit 
own  deeds,  and  have  a  pleasure  in  asserdng  a  seeming  independ- 
ence, and  of  appearing  to  think  and  act  for  themselves.  Undoi 
juch  a  regime  it  is  self-apparent  that  principles  and  law  must 
boffer;  and  so  the  result  proves  daily,  if  not  hourly.  The  insti- 
tution of  the  jury,  one  of  very  questionable  utility  in  its  beet 
Bspeots  in  a  country  of  really  popular  institutions,  becomes  nearly 
mtolerahle,  unless  the  oonrts  esercise  a  strong  and  salutary  influ- 
enoe  on  the  diBcha'ge  of  its  duties.    This  influence,  unhappily,  hw 
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l)ct-u  graduaUj  leasening  among  us  for  the  last  half  ceutuiy,  until 
it  has  reached  a  point  where  nothing  is  more  common  than  tu 
find  the  judge  charging  the  law  one  way,  and  the  jtuy  determiniDg 
it  another.  In  moat  cases,  it  is  tme,  there  is  a  remedy  for  this 
abuse  of  power,  bat  it  is  costly,  and  erer  attended  with  that  dolay 
in  hope  "which  maketh  the  heart  rack."  Any  one,  of  even  &.e 
dullest  apprehenson,  must,  on  a  little  leSeotion,  perceive  thai  a 
oondjtion  of  things  in  which  the  endi  of  justice  are  defeated,  or 
ao  proorafitinated  as  to  produce  the  results  of  defeat,  is  one  of  the 
least  dcdrable  of  all  those  in  which  men  can  be  placed  under  the 
social  compact;  to  say  nothing  of  its  corrupting  and  demoralizing 
effects  on  the  public  mind. 

All  this  Dunscomb  saw,  mora  vividly,  perhaps,  than  most 
others  of  the  profesraon,  for  men  gradually  get  to  be  so  accus- 
tomed to  abuses  as  not  only  to  tolerate  them,  bat  to  come  to 
consider  them  as  evils  iuaeparable  from  human  fruity.  It  wot 
certain,  however,  that  while  our  worthy  oonnsellor  so  far  sub- 
mitted to  the  force  of  things  as  frequently  to  dose  his  eyes  to 
Timma's  mancenTres,  a  weakness  of  which  nearly  every  one  ia 
guilty  who  has  much  to  do  with  the  management  of  men  and 
tilings,  he  was  never  known  to  do  au^t  himself  that  was  un- 
worthy cf  his  high  standing  and  well-merited  reputation  at  the 
bar.  There  is  nothing  unusual  in  this  convenient  compromise 
between  direct  and  indirect  relations  with  that  which  is  wrong. 

It  bad  early  been  found  necessary  to  empl<^  local  counsel  in 
Mary  Monson'a  case,  and  I^mms  was  recommended  by  his  old 
master  as  one  every  way  suited  to  the  particular  offices  needed. 
M(»t  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  were  strictly  legal ;  though  it 
is  not  to  be  concealed  that  some  soon  presented  themselves  that 
would  not  bear  the  light  John  Wilmeter  communicated  to 
rinmis  the  particulw:  stato  of  the  testimony,  as  he  and  Mifbael 
Millington  bad  been  enabled  to  get  at  it ;  and  among  other  things 
ne  stated  bis  conviction  that  the  oocnpante  of  the  fitrm  nearest  tc 
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ihe  kte  dwelUug  of  the  Goodwins  were  bkely  to  prove  eoioe  ol 
the  meet  dangeroua  of  the  witnesses  ^aioat  their  clieut  Tbu 
familj  counted  of  a  sJBter-is'law,  iha  Mrs.  Burtou  already  men- 
tioned, three  munamed  Edfiteis,  and  a  brother,  who  was  the  bnB- 
band  of  the  person  first  named.  On  this  luut  l^mms  inuuedUtel; 
put  himself  in  oommunication  with  these  neighbours,  couceaJing 
from  them,  as  well  as  from  all  otheis  but  good  Mrs.  <iott,  that 
be  waa  retained  in  the  case  at  alL 

Tinmia  was  soon  struck  with  the  hints  and  half-revealed  state- 
ments of  the  persons  of  this  honsehold ;  more  especially  with 
those  of  the  female  portion  of  it.  The  man  appeared  to  him  to 
have  observed  less  than  his  wife  and  sisters ;  bnt  even  he  bad 
much  to  relate,  thoDgb,  as  Timms  fanoied,  more  that  he  had 
gleaned  &om  those  around  him,  than  fit)m  his  own  observations. 
The  sisteni,  however,  had  agood  deal  to  say ;  while  the  wife,  though 
silent  and  guarded,  seemed  to  this  observer,  as  well  as  to  young 
Millington,  to  know  the  most.  When  pressed  to  tell  all,  Mrs. 
Burton  looked  melancholy  axid  reluctant,  freqnendy  returning  to 
the  subject  of  her  own  accord  when  it  had  been  casualty  dropped, 
but  never  speaking  explidtly,  though  otien  invited  so  to  do.  It 
was  not  the  cue  of  the  counsel  fbr  the  defence  to  drag  out  un&. 
vourable  evidence;  and  Timms  employed  certun  oonfidentdid 
agents,  whom  he  often  used  in  the  management  ef  his  causes,  to 
sift  this  testimony  as  well  as  it  oould  be  done  without  the  con- 
straining power  of  the  law.  The  result  was  not  very  satisfactory, 
in  any  sense,  more  appearing  to  be  suppressed  than  was  related. 
It  was  feared  that  the  legal  officers  of  the  State  would  meet  with 
better  success. 

The  investigations  of  tbe  junior  coaosel  did  not  end  here.  He 
saw  that  the  public  sentiment  was  settuig  in  a  current  so  strongly 
Bgainst  Maiy  Monson,  that  he  soon  determined  to  counteract  it, 
!s  well  as  might  be,  by  producing  a  reaction.    This  is  a  y^ 


tf  all  interests  that  are  mbject  to  popular  opinion,  in  a  demoi 
csacy.  Even  the  applicant  for  public  &voiir  is  none  the  wonc 
for  be^nning  his  advances  b;  "ft  little  avermon,"  provided  be 
oan  contrive  to  make  the  premeditated  chaoge  in  bis  &Tonr  take 
-  the  aspect  of  a  reaction.  It  ma;  not  be  so  easy  to  aoconnt  fix 
tiaa  capnoe  of  tbe  oommon  mind,  as  it  la  certain  that  it  exists. 
Feihaps  we  like  to  jdeld  to  a  Beeming  generority,  have  a  plea- 
sure in  appearing  to  pardon,  find  a  oonaolation  for  our  own  secret 
oonsdonsness  of  errors,  in  Qnia  extending  &TOtir-te  tbe  errors 
of  others,  and  have  more  satds&ction  in  preferring  those  who  arc 
Mlible,  than  in  exalting  the  truly  nprigbt  and  immacula.te ;  if 
indeed,  any  such  there  be.  Let  the  cause  be  what  it  may,  we 
think  the  facts  to  be  beyond  dispute ;  and  so  thought  Timnu 
also,  for  he  no  sooner  resolved  to  counteract  one  public  opinion 
by  means  of  another,  than  he  set  about  tbe  task  with  coolness 
and  intelligence  — in  short,  with  a  mixture  of  all  the  good  and 
had  qualities  of  the  man. 

The  first  of  his  measures  was  to  oonntetaot,  as  much  aa  be 
could,  tbe  effects  of  certain  paragraphs  that  bad  appeared  in 
some  of  tbe  New  York  journals.  A  man  cj  Timma's  natiy* 
direwduess  bad  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  more  vnlgu 
moral  machinery  of  a  daily  press.  Notwithstanding  its  'we'a,' 
and  its  pretenuon  to  represent  pnblio  opinion,  and  to  protect  tbe 
common  interests,  he  thoroughly  understood  it  was  merely  one 
mode  of  advancing  tbe  particular  views,  snataimng  the  personal 
schemes,  and  sot  uoirequently  of  gradfpng  the  low  malignity  of 
a  single  individual;  the  press  in  America  differing  from  that  of 
nearly  all  other  countries  in  tbe  fact  that  it  is  not  controlled  by  asso* 
nations,  and  i'vx  not  reflect  the  deoiuons  of  many  minds,  or  con 
tend  for  principles  that,  by  their  very  character,  have  a  tendent^ 
!«  elevate  the  thoughts.  There  are  some  immaterial  exceptions  ae 
relates  to  the  latter  characteristic,  perhaps,  principally  growing 
3at  of  the  great  estra-onnstitntional  question  of  slavery,  tliat 
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haa  quite  uimeceBa&nly  been  drawn  into  the  discuBsionfi  of  the 
Idmes  thioagh  the  escited  warmth  of  zealote;  bat,  aa  a  rale,  the  . 
ezcitiiig  politacal  qoeations  that  elsewhere  compose  the  great 
Iheme  of  the  newspapers,  enkr^ng  their  viewa,  and  elevating 
tlieir  articles,  may  be  regarded  aa  settled  among  onrselvea.  In 
the  particular  case  with  which  Tiuuus  was  now  required  to 
deal,  there  was  neither  fitvour  ncv  malice  to  coimteiact.  The 
Injustice,  and  a  most  crael  injnstjce  it  was,  was  merely  in  catcK- 
mg  to  a  morbid  deure  for  the  marvelloos  in  the  vulgar,  which 
might  thns  be  turned  to  piofit. 

Among  the  reporters  there  exists  the  same  diversity  of  qnali- 
ties  aa  among  other  men,  beyond  a  question ;  but  the  tendency 
of  the  use  of  all  power  is  to  abuse ;  and  Timms  was  perfectly 
aware  that  these  men  had  far  more  pride  in  the  influence  they 
wielded,  thau  conscience  in  its  ezerciee.  A  ten  or  a  twenty  dollar 
note,  judiciously  applied,  would  do  a  great  deal  with  this  "  Palla- 
dium of  our  Libertjea," — there  being  at  leaat  a  dozen  of  these 
important  safeguards  interested  m  the  coming  ttial — oar  assodate 
counsel  very  well  knew;  and  Banscomb  suspected  that  some 
such  application  of  the  great  persuader  had  been  made,  in  con 
sequence  of  one  or  two  judidous  and  well-tnmed  paragraphs  thai 
appeared  soon  sAer  the  consultation.  But  Timms's  management 
of  the  press  was  manly  directed  to  that  of  the  coun^  newspa- 
pers. There  were  three  of  these ;  and  as  they  had  better  ch»- 
racters  than  most  of  the  Manhattanese  jourDals,  so  were  they 
more  confided  in.  It  is  true,  that  the  whig  readers  never  heeded 
in  the  least  anything  that  was  asai  in  "  The  Buhe's  Coun^  "Da- 
mocrat;"  but  the  friends  of  the  last  took  their  revenge  in  discre- 
diting all  that  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Biberry  Whig.  In 
this  respect,  the  two  great  parties  of  the  country  were  on  a  par ; 
each  manifesting  a  &ith  that,  in  a  better  cause,  might  suffice  to 
mure  monn^ns;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  an  unbelief  that  drove 
dhem  into  the  dangerouB  folly  of  disregarding  their  foes.     Ai 


THE    WATS    OF    THB     HOUR.  153 

Blary  Monaon  bad  notliiog  to  do  with  politics,  it  wae  not  difficult 
to  get  suitable  paragraphs  inserted  in  tbe  bogtile  columns,  whicb 
vas  also  done  within  eigbt-af.d-forty  hours  after  the  return  of  tbe 
jonior  counsel  to  his  own  abode. 

Timms,  however,  was  far  from  trusting  to  the  newspapen  " 
aloae.  He  felt  that  it  might  be  well  enough  to  set '  fire  to  fight 
fire ;'  but  his  main  reliance  was  on  tbe  services  tiitit  could  be  ren- 
dered by  a  timely  and  judicious  use  of  "  the  little  member." 
Talkers  was  what  he  wanted  j  and  well  did  he  know  where  to 
find  them,  and  bow  to  get  tbem  at  work.  A  few  he  pud  in  a 
lirect,  busjness-like  v&y ;  taking  no  voucbers  for  the  sums  be- 
llowed, tbe  reader  may  be  assured ;  but  enteiing  each  item  oaie' 
fully  in  a  little  memorandum-book  kept  for  his  own  private  infor 
mation.  These  strictly  confidential  agents  went  to  work  with 
eiperienced  discretion  but  great  industiy,  and  soon  had  aome  ten 
or  fiAeen  fluent  female  friends  actively  engaged  in  circulating 
"Tbey  says,"  in  their  respective  neigbbourbooda. 

Timms  had  reflected  a  great  deal  on  the  character  of  the 
defence  it  might  be  most  prudent  to  get  up  and  enlarge  on.  In- 
sanity bad  been  worn  out  by  too  much  use  of  late ;  and  ho  scarce 
gave  that  plea  a  second  fbought.  This  particular  means  of  de- 
fence bad  been  discussed  between,  him  and  Bnnsoomb,  it  is  true ; 
but  each  of  the  counsel  felt  a  strong  repugnance  against  resorting 
to  it ;  tbe  one  on  account  of  his  indisp<«ition  to  rely  on  anything 
but  the  truth ;  the  other,  to  use  bis  own  mode  of  expressing  him- 
lielf  on  tbe  occa^on  in  question,  because  be  "  believed  that  jurr,n 
could  no  longer  he  humbugged  wJtli  that  plea.  There  have  becit 
all  Borle  of  madmen  and  madwomen — " 

"  Oeutlcmen  and  lady  murderers" — put  in  Dunscomb,  drily. 

"  r  ask  your  pardon,  '  Squire ;  but,  since  you  (pve  me  the  uae 
of  my  nose,  I  will  offend  as  little  as  possible  with  tbe  tongue  — 
though,  I  rather  conclude"  —  a  form  of  expiesaion  much  in 
bvour  with  Timma  —  "that  should  our  verdiot  be  'guilty,'  jov 
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irill  Im  disposed  to  allon  Uiere  may  be  one  lady  criuiiDftl  in  vhe 
world." 

"  She  is  a  most  extraordisary  oreaturcj  Timms ;  bothers  mc 
more  tbau  asy  client  I  ever  had  1" 

"  Indeed !  Waal,  I  had  set  her  down  as  jost  the  contrary  — 
for  to  me  she  seems  to  be  as  unconcerned  as  if  the  nise  four-and- 
twon^  had  not  presented  her  to  justice  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 

"It  is  not  in  that  senao  that  I  am  bothered — no  client  ever 
gaye  counsel  less  trouble  than  Mary  Monson  in  that  respect.  To 
me,  Timms,  she  does  not  appear  to  have  any  concern  in  reference 
to  the  result" 

"  Supreme  innocence,  or  a  well-practised  experience.  I  have 
defended  many  a  person  whom  I  knew  to  be  guilty,  and  two  or 
three  whom  I  believed  to  be  innocent;  bnt  never  before  had  as 
cool  a  client  as  this!" 

And  very  true  was  this.  £ven  the  announcement  of  the  pre^ 
sentment  by  the  grand  jury  appeared  to  give  Mary  Monson  no 
great  alarm.  Perhaps  ehz  anticipated  it  from  the  first^  and  had 
prepared  herself  for  the  event,  by  an  eserdse  of  a  firmness  little 
common  to  her  sex  until  the  moments  of  extreme  trial,  when 
their  courage  would  seem  to  rise  with  the  occasion.  On  her 
companion,  whom  Timms  had  so  elegantly  styled  her  'Lady 
Friend,'  certainly  as  thoroughly  vulgar  an  expression  as  was  evei 
drawn  into  the  service  of  the  heroics  in  gentdli^,  warm-hearted 
and  faithful  Marie  Moulin,  the  intelligence  produced  £tr  more 
effect  It  wiU  be  remembered  that  Wilmeter  overheard  the 
single  cry  of  "  Mademoiselle"  when  this  Swiss  was  first  admitted 
to  the  gaol;  after  which  an  impenetrable  veil  closed  u'ound  their 
proceedings.  The  utmost  good  feeling  and  confidence  were  appa- 
rent in  the  intercourse  between  the  young  mistress  and  her  maid ; 
if,  indeed,  Marie  might  thus  be  termed,  after  the  manner  in  which 
■he  was  treatod.    80  iitr  from  being  kept  at  the  distance  (tdiioh  it 


!r  usiuJ  Ui  observe  towards  an  attendant,  the  Swias  woa  admitted 
to  Mary  Monson'a  table ;  and  to  the  ejea  of  indifferent  obserrei^ 
she  might  veiy  well  pass  for  what  Timms  had  so  elegantl;  called 
a  "lady  friend."  But  Jack  Wilmeter  knew  too  much  of  the 
world  to  be  BO  eamly  misled.  It  is  trae,  that  when  he  pud  hia 
short  visits  to  the  gaol,  Marie  Moulin  sat  sewing  at  the  pri- 
soner's side,  and  occafdonally  she  even  hummed  low,  uatioual 
ura  while  he  was  present;  but  knowing  the  ori^oal  condition 
of  the  mud-soirant,  our  young  maa  was  not  to  be  persuaded  that 
hia  ancle's  client  was  her  peer,  any  more  than  were  the  jurors 
who,  agreeably  to  that  profound  mystification  of  the  common  law, 
are  thus  considered  and  termed.  Had  not  Jack  Wllmeter  known 
the  real  position  of  Marie  Moulin,  her  "  Mademoiaelle"  would 
have  let  him,  deeper  into  the  secrets  of  the  two  than  it  is  proba- 
ble either  ever  imagined.  This  word,  in  common  with  those  of 
"  Monsieur"  and  "  Madame,"  are  used,  by  French  servants,  dif- 
ferently from  what  they  are  used  in  general  society.  Unaccom> 
panied  by  the  names,  the  domestics  of  France  commonly  and 
exclusively  apply  them  to  the  heads  of  families,  or  those  they 
more  immediately  serve.  Thus,  it  was  fer  more  probable  that 
Marie  Moulin,  meeting  a  mere  general  acquaintance  in  the  pri- 
soner, would  have  called  her  "  Mademoiselle  Marie,"  or  "  Made- 
moiselle Monsou,"  or  whatever  might  be  the  name  by  which  ahe 
had  known  the  young  lady,  than  by  the  gtueral  and  still  more 
respectful  appcUataon  of  "  Alademoiselle."  On  this  peculiarity 
of  deportment  Jack  WUmeter  speculated  profoundly ;  for  a  young 
man  who  ia  just  beginning  to  submit  to  the  passion  of  love  is 
rery  apt  to  fancy  a  thousand  things  that  he  would  never  dream 
of  eeeing  in  his  cooler  moments.  Still,  John  had  ftmcied  himself 
Woiid  in  the  spells  of  another,  until  this  extraordinary  client  of 
Us  uncle's  so  unexpectedly  crossed  his  path.  Such  is  the  human 
heart. 
Good  and  kind-hearted  Mrs.  Gott  allowed  the  prisoner  most 


of  tbe  privileges  that  at  all  comported  witli  her  duty.  Liereased 
precautions  were  takea  for  the  eecnrity  of  the  accused,  as  soon  u 
the  presentment  of  tbe  grand  juiy  was  made,  by  a  direct  order 
from  the  court ;  but,  these  attended  to,  it  was  in  the  power  of  bei 
whom  Tinima  might  have  called  the  "lady  sheriff,"  to  grant  a 
great  many  little  indulgences,  which  were  quite  cheerfully  a(> 
corded,  and,  to  all  appearances,  as  gratefully  accepted. 

John  Wilmeter  was  permitted  to  pay  two  regular  visits  at  the 
grate  each  day,  and  as  many  more  as  his  ingenuity  could  invent 
planuble  excusea  for  making.  On  all  ocoasons  Mrs.  Gott  opened 
the  outer  doOT  with  the  greatest  good  will ;  and,  like  a  true  woman 
as  she  is,  she  bad  the  tact  to  keep  aa  &r  aloof  from  the  barred 
window  where  the  parties  met,  aa  the  dimeuMons  of  tbe  outer  room 
would  allow.  Marie  Moulin  was  equally  considerate,  generally 
plying  her  needle  at  such  times,  in  tbe  depth  of  the  cell,  with 
twice  tbe  industry  manifested  on  other  occasions.  Nevertheless, 
nothing  passed  between  tbe  young  people  that  called  for  tbis  de- 
licate reserve.  Tbe  conversation,  it  ia  true,  turned  aa  Uttle  aa 
pos^ble  on  tbe  strange  and  awkward  predicament  of  one  of  tbe 
colloquiata,  or  the  employment  that  kept  tbe  young  man  at 
Biberry.  Nor  did  it  turn  at  all  od  love.  There  is  a  premonitory 
state  in  these  attacks  of  the  heart,  during  wbicb  skilful  observera 
may  discover  the  symptoms  of  approaching  diaeaae,  but  which  do 
not  yet  betray  the  actual  existence  of  tbe  epidemic.  On  the  part 
of  Jock  bimsclf,  it  is  true  that  these  symptoms  were  getting  to 
be  not  only  somewhat  apparent,  but  tbey  were  evidently  fitst 
becoming  more  and  more  distinct;  while,  on  the  part  of  the 
lady,  any  one  disposed  to  be  critical  might  have  seen  that  her 
colour  deepened,  and  tbere  were  agns  of  d^ly  increasing  interest 
m  them,  as  tbe  hours  for  these  interviews  approached.  She  was 
uiterested  in  her  young  legal  adviser;  and  interest,  with  women, 
ia  tbe  usual  precursor  of  tbe  master-passion.  Wo  betide  At 
man  wbo  cannot  interest,  but  who  only  amuses  1 
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Althoagh  so  little  to  the  point  was  aaJd  in  the  short  dialogues 
between  Wilmeter  and  Mary  Monson,  there  were  dialogoea  held 
with  the  good  Mrs.  Gott,  by  each  of  the  parties  respectively,  in 
which  less  reserve  was  observed ;  and  the  heart  was  permitted  to 
have  more  influence  over  the  movemente  of  the  tongue.  The 
first  of  these  conversations  that  we  deem  it  necessary  to  relate^ 
that  took  place  after  the  presentment^  was  one  that  immediately 
succeeded  an  interview  at  the  barred  window,  and  which  occurred 
three  days  subsequentlj  to  the  consultation  in  town,  and  two 
ifter  Timms's  machinery  was  actively  at  work  in  the  county. 

"  Well,  how  do  you  find  her  spirita  to^lay,  Mr.  Wilmington  ?" 
asked  Mrs.  Gott,  kindly,  and  catching  the  conventional  sound  of 
Uie  young  man's  name,  from  having  heard  it  so  often  in  the 
month  of  Michael  Millingtoa.  "It  is  an  awful  slate  for  any 
human  being  to  be  in,  and  she  a  young,  delicate  woman ;  to  be 
tried  for  murder,  and  for  setting  fire  to  a  house,  and  all  so 
won  !" 

"  The  most  extraordinaj^  part  of  this  very  extraordinary  busi- 
ness, Mrs.  Gott,"  Jack  replied,  "is  the  perfect  indifference  of 
Miss  Monson  to  her  fearful  jeopardy !  To  me,  she  seems  much 
more  anxious  to  be  closely  immured  in  gaol,  than  to  escape  from 
a  trial  that  one  would  think,  of  itself,  might  prove  more  than  so 
delicate  a  young  lady  could  bear  up  agwnst." 

"  Very  true,  Mr.  Wilmington  j  and  she  never  seems  to  think 
of  it  at  all  1     You  see  what  she  has  done,  dr  ?" 

"  Done  ! — Nothing  in  particular,  I  hope  ?" 

"I  don't  know  what  you  call  particniar;  but  to  me  it  doee 
Beem  to  be  remarkably  particniar.  Didn't  you  bear  a  piano,  and 
another  musical  instrument,  as  yon  approached  tiie  gaol  ?" 

"  I  did,  certainly,  and  wondered  who  could  produce  such  admi- 
:*ble  music  in  Bibeny." 

"  Biberry  has  a  great  many  mu^cal  ladies,  I  can  teU  you,  Mr. 
Wilmington,"  returned  Mrs.  Gctt,  a  little  coldly,  thongh  ha 


good-^iature  instantly  returned,  and  alione  out  in  one  of  ha  maat 
frieDdly  smilea ;  "  and  those,  too,  that  have  been  to  tci*n  and  - 
heard  oil  the  great  perfonneiB  &om  Europe,  of  whom  there  hava 
been  sc  many  of  late  jeais.  I  have  heard  good  judges  say  that 
Duke's  county  is  not  much  behind  the  Island  of  Manhattan  with 
the  piano  in  paitjcnlar." 

"  I  remember,  when  at  Borne,  to  have  heard  an  Englishman 
jftj  that  some  yonng  ladies  from  I^colnshire  were  astonishing 
ihe  Romans  with  their  Italian  accent,  in  miging  Italian  operas," 
inewered  Jack,  smiling.  "  There  is  no  end,  my  dear  Mrs.  Gott, 
to  provincial  perfection  in  all  parts  of  the  world." 

"I  believe  I  understand  yoit,  but  I  am  not  at  aU  offended  at 
your  meaning.  We  are  not  very  sensitive  about  the  gaola.  One 
thing  I  will  admit,  however;  Mary  Monson's  hiu^  is  the  first,  I 
rather  think,  that  was  ever  heard  in  Biberry.  Gott  tells  me" — 
this  was  the  &miliar  manner  in  which  the  good  wom^i  spoke  of 
the  high  sheriff  of  Dnke's,  ae  the  journals  affectedly  call  that 
functionary — "that  he  once  met  some  German  girls  atroUing 
abont  the  county,  playing  and  singing  for  money,  and  who  had 
just  such  an  instrument,  but  not  one-half  as  elegant ;  and  it  haa 
brought  to  my  mind  a  suspicion  that  Mai^  Monson  may  be  one 
of  these  travelhng  muacians." 

"  What?  to  stroll  abont  the  country,  and  play  and  sing  in  the 
streets  of  villages  I" 

"No,  not  that;  I  see  well  enough  she  cannot  be  of  that  son. 
But,  there  are  all  descriptions  of  musicians,  as  well  as  all  de- 
Bcriptions  of  doctors  and  lawyors,  Mr.  Wilmington.  Why  may 
not  Mary  Monson  be  one  of  these  foreigners  who  get  so  rich  by 
un^ng  and  playing  7  She  has  just  as  much  money  as  she  wantd, 
and  Bpentk  it  freely  too.  This  I  know,  from  seeing  tho  niannet 
in  which  she  uses  it.  For  my  part,  I  wish  she  had  less  muNO 
and  less  money  just  now;  for  they  are  doing  her  no  great  good 
in  Biberry  I" 
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"Why  notr  Can  tasy  human  being  find  &ult  with  melody 
ind  a  liberal  spirit?" 

"  Folks  will  find  fault  with  anything,  Mr.  Wilmington,  when  ' 
they  have  nothing  better  to  do.  You  know  bow  it  is  with  oui 
villagerB  here,  as  well  as  I  do.  Most  people  think  Mary  Monaon 
guilty,  and  a  few  do  not  Those  that  think  her  goilty  say  it  is 
insolent  in  her  to  be  ungiag  and  playing  in  llie  very  gaol  in 
which  she  is  confined ;  and  talk  loud  against  her  for  that  very 
reason." 

'  "  Would  they  deprive  her  of  a  consolation  as  innocent  as  that 
ihe  obtains  from  her  harp  and  her  piano,  in  addition  to  her  other 
snfferinga !  Your  Biberry  folk  must  be  partionliirly  hard-hearted, 
Mrs.  Qott" 

"Biberry  people  are  like  York  people,  and  American  people, 
and  English  people,  and  all  other  people,  I  fancy,  if  the  tmth 
was  known,  Mr.  Wilmington.  What  they  don't  like  they  disap. 
prove  of,  that's  all  Now,  was  I  one  of  thorn  that  believe  Mary 
Monson  did  aettially  murder  the  Goodwins,  and  plunder  their 
drawers,  and  set  fire  to  tbeir  house,  it  would  go  ag'in  my  feelings 
too,  to  bear  her  mosic,  well  as  she  playa,  and  sweet  as  she  draws 
out  the  sounds  from  those  wires.  Some  of  our  folks  take  the 
introduction  of  tbo  harp  into  the  gaol  particularly  hard  I''' 

"  Why  that  instrument  more  than  another  7  It  was  the  one 
an  which  David  played." 

"They  Bay  it  v>as  David's  favourite,  and  ought  only  to  be 
itmck  to  religious  words  and  sounds." 

"  It  is  a  little  surprimng  that  yoni  excessively  oonscientious 
people  HO  often  forget  tb^  chsii^  is  the  chiefest  of  all  the  Chris- 

"  They  think  tbaC  tbe  love  of  God  comes  first,  and  that  they 
ongbt  never  to  lose  sight  of  his  honour  and  glory.  But  I  agree 
with  you,  Mr.  Wilmington ;  '  feel  for  your  feUow-creatores'  is 
oy  lulej  and  I'm  certtuu  I  am  then  feeling  for  my  Maker. 
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fes;  many  oi  the  neighbotuB  ineiBt  that  a.  harp  Is  uiiEuited  to  a 
ga(^  and  they  tell  me  that  the  instnuneat  ou  which  Moij  Mons^ 
plays  is  a  real  antiqae." 

"  Antique  1    What,  &  luup  made  in  remote  ages  V 

"No,  I  don't  mean  that  exactly,"  retnmed  Mrs.  Gott,  ooloor- 
mg  a  little ;  "  but  a  harp  made  so  much  lite  tLose  naed  by  the 
f^olmist,  that  one  could  not  tell  them  apart" 

"  I  dare  Bay  David  had  many  Tarietiee  of  stringed  inslromenta, 
&om  the  lute  up;  but  harps  are  very  common,  Mrs.  Gott — bo 
common  that  we  hear  them  now  in  the  streets,  and  ou  board  the 
steamboats  even.  There  is  nothing  new  in  them,  even  in  Hian 
countiy." 

"  Yes,  ur,  in  the  streets  and  on  board  the  boats ;  but  the  public 
will  telerate  things  done  for  ihem,  that  they  won't  telerate  in  in- 
dividuals.   I  suppose  you  know  (Aaf,  Mr.  Wilmington?" 

"We  soon  learn  as  much  in  this  country — but  the  gaols  are 
made  for  the  public,  and  the  harps  ought  to  be  privileged  in  them, 
as  well  as  in  other  public  places." 
1.  "I  don't  know  how  it  is — I'm  not  very  good  at  reasoning  — 
but,  somehow  or  another,  the  neighbours  don't  like  that  Mary 
Monson  should  play  on  the  harp ;  or  even  on  the  piano,  situated 
as  she  is.  I  do  wish,  Mr.  Wilmington,  you  could  fpve  her  a  hint 
on  the  subject?" 

"  Shall  I  tell  her  that  the  music  is  unpleasant  to  you  f" 

"  As  &T  from  that  as  possible  I  I  delight  in  it;  but  the  neigh- 
bours do  not  Then  she  never  shows  herself  at  the  grate,  to  folks 
outside,  like  all  t^e  other  prisoners.  The  public  wants  to  see  and 
to  converse  with  her." 

"  You  surely  could  not  expect  a  young  and  educated  female  to 
be  making  a  spectacle  of  hetself,  for  the  gratificatian  of  the  eyes 
of  all  the  vulgar  and  curious  in  and  about  Biberry !" 

"Hush — Mr.  Wilmington,  you  are  most  too  young  to  take 
tare  of  mch  a  cause.    'Squire  Timms,  now,  is  a  man  who  nndev 
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atendi*  Duke's  cawatj,  and  he  wotild  tell  yon  it  u>  not  wise  to 
talk  of  the  vnl^  hereabouts ;  at  least  not  nntdl  tha  verdict  is  ia 
Bcsidea,  most  people  would  think  that  folks  have  a  right  to  look 
at  a,  prisoner  in  the  common  gaol.  I  know  they  act  as  if  they 
thought  so." 

"  It  is  hard  enough  to  he  nccnsed  and  confined,  without  aub- 
j^HjIang  the  party  to  auy  additional  degradation.  No  man  has  a 
right  to  ask  to  loot  at  Miss  Monson,  hat  those  she  sees  fit  to  re- 
ceive, and  the  officials  of  the  law.  It  would  be  an  outrage  to 
tolerate  mere  idle  curiosity." 

"  Well,  if  you  think  so,  BIr.  Wilmington,  do  not  let  everybody 
know  it.  Several  of  the  clergy  have  either  been  here,  or  have 
sent  to  offer  their  visits,  if  acceptable." 

"And  what  has  been  the  answer?"  demanded  Jack,  a  little 
eagerly. 

"  Mary  Monson  hao  received  all  these  offers  as  if  she  had  been 
»  qneen !  politely,  but  coldly;  once  or  twice,  or  when  the  Me- 
thodist and  the  Baptist  came,  and  tbey  commonly  come  first,  I 
thought  she  seemed  hurt.  Her  colour  went  and  came  like  light- 
ning. Now,  she  was  pale  as  death — nest,  as  bright  as  a  rose — 
what  a  colour  she  has  at  times,  Mr.  Wilmington !  Duke'a  Ja 
rather  celebrated  for  rosy  faces;  but  it  wonld  be  hard  to  find  her 
itqnal  when  she  is  not  thinking." 

"Of  what,  my  good  Mrs,  Oott?" 

"  Why,  most  of  the  neighbours  say,  of  the  Goodwins.  For 
my  part,  as  I  do  not  believe  she  ever  hart  a  hair  of  the  head  of 
the  old  man  and  old  woman,  I  can  imagine  that  she  has  disa- 
greeable things  to  think  of  that  are  in  nowise  connected  with 
them." 

"  She  certainly  has  disagreeable  things  to  make  her  cheeki 
pale  that  are  connected  with  that  unfortunate  couplo.  But,  I 
Toght  to  know  all :  To  what  else  do  the  neighbours  object  ?" 

"  To  the  foreign  tongues — they  think  when  a  grand  jury  has 


found  a  bill,  the  accused  ought  to  talk  nothing  but  plain  EiigliHli, 
BO  that  all  near  her  can  tmdcrataad  what  she  Baja." 

"  In  a  word,  it  is  not  thought  sufficient  to  be  accused  of  sneh 
a  crime  as  mnider,  but  aU  other  visitations  muBt  folloWj  b>  rendot 
the  charge  as  borri]:<l6  as  may  be  I" 

"  That  ia  not  the  way  they  look  at  it.  The  public  fancies  that 
in  a  public  matter  tbey  haTe  a  right  to  hnow  all  about  a  diing." 

"  And  when  there  is  a  &ilurc  in  the  proof,  they  imagine,  in 
vent^  and  assert" 

"  'Tia  the  ways  of  tLo  land.  I  suppose  all  nations  have  theii 
ways,  and  follow  them." 

"  One  thing  suiprises  me  a  little  in  this  matter,"  Jack  rejoined, 

'    after  musing  a  moment;  "it  is  this.     In  moat  cases  in  which 

women  have  any  connection  with  the  law,  the  leaning  in  this 

country,  and  more  particularly  of  late,  has  been  in  their  farour." 

"Well,"  Mra.  Qfltt  quietly  but  quickly  interrupted,  "and 
ought  it  not  to  be  so?" 

"  It  ought  not,  unless  the  merits  are  with  them.  Justice  is 
intended  to  do  tliat  which  is  equitable ;  and  it  is  not  &ir  lo  assume 
that  women  are  always  right,  and  men  always  wrong.  I  know 
my  uncle  tlunks  that  not  only  the  do^iona  of  late  years,  but 
the  laws,  have  lost  sight  of  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  and  are  gra- 
dually placing  the  women  above  the  men,  making  her  instead  <^ 
him  fbe  head  of  the  £imily." 

"WeU,  Mr,  Wilmington,  and  isn't  that  quite  right?"  dfr 
nianded  Mrs.  Gott,  with  a  good-natured  nod. 

"  My  uncle  thinks  it  veiy  wrong,  and  that  by  a  mistaken  gal 
lantry  the  peace  of  families  is  ondemiined,  and  their  discipline 
destroyed ;  as,  in  punishment,  by  a  fidse  philanthropy,  rogues  are 
petted  at  the  expense  of  honest  folk.  Such  are  the  opinions  vf 
Sir.  Thomas  Bunscomb,  at  least." 

"  Ay,  Mr.  Thomas  Dunscomb  ia  an  old  bachelor ;  and  baohelore' 
wives,  imd  bachelors'  children,  as  we  well  know,  aie  always  ad 
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Diuiably  managed.  It  is  a  pity  they  are  not  more  numorous," 
retortod  the  indomitably  good-humoured  wife  of  the  sheriff. 
^  Bot,  yon  see  that,  in  this  case  of  Mary  Mouaon,  the  feeling  is 
against,  rather  than  in  favoor  of  a  woman.  That  may  be  owing 
*o  the  feet  that  one  of  the  persons  mnrdered  was  a  lady  also." 

"  Dr.  McBrain  saya  that  both  were  females — or  lady-murdered 
—ea  I  suppose  we  must  call  them ;  as  doubtless  yon  have  heard, 
Mis.  Gott  Perhaps  be  is  believed,  and  the  fact  may  ma^e  doubly 
tgainst  the  accused." 

"  He  is  not  believed.  Everybody  hereabouts  knows,  that  one 
of  the  skeletons  was  that  of  Feter  Goodwin.  They  say  that  the 
District  Attorney  means  to  show  thai,  beyond  all  dispute.  They 
tell  me  that  it  is  a  law,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  first  to  show  there 
has  bees  a  murder;  second,  to  sbow  who  did  it." 

"  This  is  something  like  the  course  of  proceeding,  I  believe; 
though  I  never  sat  on  a  trial  for  this  offence.  It  is  of  no  great 
moment  what  tiie  district  attorney  does,  so  that  he  do  not  prove 
that  Miss  Monson  is  guUty ;  and  Ibis,  my  kind-hearted  Mrs.  Qott, 
you  and  I  do  not  believe  he  can  do." 

"  In  that  we  are  agreed,  sir.  I  no  more  think  that  Mary  Hon. 
son  did  these  things,  than  I  think  I  did  tkem  myself." 

Jaok  expressed  bis  thanks  in  a  most  grateful  Ia<^,  and  there 
the  interview  terminated. 
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"  (n  peact.  Lore  tunes  tile  ghephetd'H  roeit ; 

[ii  wai  he  mounta  the  wurioi'a  Bleed ; 

In  halls,  in  gay  atUie  is  wen ; 

In  haintets,  dances  on  the  gieen. 

Lore  rules  the  court,  the  camp,  the  grove, 

And  men  below,  and  saints  above; 

For  love  is  heuren,  and  heaven  ii  love." 

Stett. 

•'  It  is  the  ways  of  the  land,"  said  good  Mrs.  Gott,  in  one  of 
uer  remarks  in  the  coaverEadon  just  related.  Other  usages  pre- 
vajl,  in  coDDectdon  with  other  ioterestfi ;  and  the  time  is  coma 
when  ve  mnet  refer  to  one  of  them.  In  a  word,  Dr.  MoBraiii 
and  Mrs.  Updyke  were  abont  to  he  iinit«d  in  the  bands  of  matri- 
mony. As  yet  we  have  s^d  veiy  little  of  the  intended  bride  -, 
but  the  inddenta  of  onr  tale  render  it  now  neccsaaiy  to  bring  her 
more  prominently  on  the  stage,  and  to  pwe  some  acconnt  of  hei< 
self  and  femily. 

Anna  Wade  was  the  only  child  of  veiy  Tespeota,ble  and  somo- 
what  affluent  parents.  At  nineteen  she  married  a  lawyer  of  snit- 
able  years,  and  became  Mrs.  Updyke.  This  onion  lasted  bat 
eight  years,  when  the  wife  was  lolt  a  widow  with  two  children ; 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  In  Ibe  course  of  time  these  children  grew 
up,  -the  mother  devoting  herself  to  their  care,  education  and  well- 
being.  In  all  this  there  was  nothing  remarkable,  widowed  mc- 
Ihers  doing  as  much  daily,  with  a  self-devotion  that  allies  them 
to  the  angels.     Frank  Updyke,  the  son,  had  finished  his  ediM» 
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tion,  and  was  duly  expected  to  arrive  firom  a  loui  of  three  yean 
in  Europe.  Anna,  Iier  mother'^  namesake,  was  at  the  sweet  >ge 
of  nineteen,  and  the  very  counterpart  of  what  the  elder  Anna 
had  been  at  the  same  period  in  life.  The  intended  bride  was  &r 
irom  being  unattractive,  though  fully  five-and-forly.  In  the  eyes 
of  Dr.  McBrain,  she  was  eren  charming;  although  sbe  did  not 
exactly  answer  those  celebrated  conditions  of  female  influence 
tbat  have  been  handed  down  to  us  in  the  ^miliar  toast  of  a 
voluptuous  English  prince.  Though  forty,  Hfis.  Updyke  was 
neither  '  &t'  nor  '  &iT ;'  being  a  brunette  of  a  well-preserved  and 
still  agreeable  person. 

It  was  perhaps  a  little  singular,  after  having  escaped  tlie 
temptations  of  a  widowhood  of  twenty  years,  that  this  lady  should 
think  of  manying  at  a  time  of  life  when  most  females  abandon 
the  expectation  of  chan^g  their  condition.  But  Mrs.  Updyke 
was  a  person  of  a  very  warm  heart;  and  she  foresaw  the  day 
when  she  was  to  be  left  alone  in  the  world.  Her  son  was  much 
inclined  to  be  a  rover ;  and,  in  hJB  letters,  he  talked  of  still  longer 
journeys,  and  of  more  protracted  absences  from  home.  He  in- 
herited an  independency  &om  his  father,  and  had  now  been  bis 
own  master  for  several  years.  Anna  was  much  conrted  by  diA 
circle  to  which  she  belonged ;  and  young,  affluent,  pietty  to  the 
veiy  verge  of  beauty,  gentle,  quiet,  and  ungularly  warm-hearted, 
it  was  scarcely  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  she  oould 
escape  an  early  marriage  in  a  state  of  sode^  like  that  of  Man- 
hattan. These  were  the  reasons  Mrs.  Updyke  gave  to  her  female 
cOQ&dantB,  when  she  deemed  it  well  to  explun  the  motives  of  her 
present  purpose.  Without  intending  to  deceive,  there  was  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  these  explanations.  In  point  of  fact,  Mrs.  Up 
dyke,  well  as  she  bad  loved  the  husband  of  her  yoath,  preserved 
ks  beaux  reilei  of  a  very  warm  and  affectionate  heart;  and 
McBra-n,  a  well-preserved,  good-looking  man,  about  a  dcaen  years 
older  thnn  herself,  bad  found  the  measa  to  avraken  its  sympathies 


to  sach  a  degree,  as  once  more  to  place  the  comelj  widow  com- 
pletely within  the  category  of  Cupid.  It  is  very  poamble  for  a 
woman  of  forty  to  love,  and  to  love  with  all  her  heart;  thon^ 
the  world  seldom  takes  as  moch  interest  in  her  weaknesses,  if 
weakness  it  is,  as  in  those  of  younger  and  fdrer  snbjecta  of  the 
pasidoQ.  To  own  the  trutli,  Mrs.  Updyke  was  profoundly  in  love, 
while  her  betrothed  met  her  inclination  with  an  answering  sym- 
pathy that,  to  say  the  least,  was  fiilly  equal  to  any  tender  senti- 
ment he  bad  succeeded  in  awakening. 

All  this  was  to  Tom  Ihmscomb  what  he  called  "nuta."  Three 
fjmea  had  be  seen  his  old  Mend  in  this  pleasant  state  of  feeling, 
and  three  times  was  he  cboscn  to  be  an  attendant  at  the  altar; 
once  in  the  recognised  character  of  a  groomsman,  and  on  the 
other  two  occasions  in  that  of  a  chosen  friend.  Whether  the 
lawyer  bad  himiself  completely  escaped  the  dsata  of  the  little 
god,  no  one  oonld  say,  bo  completely  had  he  saooeeded  in  v^ling 
this  portion  of  his  life  from  observation ;  but,  whether  he  had  rx 
not,  he  made  those  who  did  submit  to  the  passion  the  themic  cf 
his  untiring  merriment 

Children  usually  regard  these  tardy  inclinations  of  their  parents 
with  surprise,  if  not  with  downright  diataate.  Some  little  sur- 
prise the  pretty  Anna  Updyke  may  have  felt,  when  she  was  told 
by  a  venerable  great-aunt  that  her  mother  was  about  to  be  mar- 
ried; but  of  distaste  Uiero  was  none.  She  bad  a  strong  regard 
fur  her  new  Btep-&ther,  that  was  to  be ;  and  thought  it  the  moel 
natural  thing  in  the  world  to  love.  Sooth  to  say,  Anna  Updyke 
had  not  been  out  two  years — the  American  g^Is  are  broagbt  out 
so  young  I  — '  without  having  sundry  suitors.  Manbatl&n  is  the 
easiest  place  in  the  world  for  a  pretty  girl,  wilb  a  good  fortune, 
to  get  offers.  Pretty  girls  with  good  fortunes  are  usually  in 
request  everywhere ,  but  It  requires  the  precise  state  of  society 
that  exists  in  the  "Great  Commercial  Emporium,"  to  give  a 
roung  woman  the  highest  chance  in  the  old  lottery.     There 
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where  one-half  of  tie  world  came  from  other  worlds  some  half  a 
dosen  fears  emce  j  where  a  good  old  Manhattan  name  is  regarded 
Bfl  npatart  among  a  crowd  that  scarcely  Icnows  whence  it  was  itself 
derived,  and  whither  it  is  destined,  and  where  few  have  any  real 
posildon  in  society,  ttnd  fewer  atill  know  what  the  true  meaning 
of  the  term  is,  money  and  beauty  are  the  constant  objects  of 
pursuit.  Anna  Updyke  formed  no  exception.  She  had  declined, 
in  the  gentlest  manner  possible,  no  less  than  six  direct  offers, 
coming  from  those  who  were  determined  to  lose  nothing  by  diffi- 
dence ;  had  thrown  cold  water  on  more  than  twice  that  number 
of  little  flames  that  were  just  beginning  to  bum ;  and  had  thrown 
mto  the  fire  some  fifieen  or  axteeu  anonymous  effiaious,  in  prose 
and  Terse,  that  came  from  adventurers  who  could  admire  from  a 
distance,  at  the  opera  and  in  the  streets,  but  who  had  no  present 
means  of  getting  any  nearer  than  these  indirect  attempts  at  oom- 
municatdon.  "We  say  "  thrown  into  the  fire ;"  for  Anna  was  too 
prudent,  and  had  too  much  self-respect,  to  retain  such  documents, 
coming,  as  they  did,  from  so  many  "  little  "Unknowns."  The 
anonymous  effusions  were  consequently  burnt — with  one  excep- 
lann.  The  exception  was  in  the  case  of  a  sonnet,  in  which  her 
hair — and  very  beautiful  it  is — was  the  theme.  From  some  of 
the  little  free-masonry  of  the  int«roonrse  of  the  sexes,  Anns 
fencied  these  lines  had  been  written  by  Jack  Wilmeter,  one  of 
&e  most  constant  of  her  visitors,  as  well  as  one  of  her  admitted 
&vonrites.  Between  Jack  and  Anna  there  had  been  divers 
passages  of  gallantry,  which  had  been  very  kindly  viewed  by 
McBrain  and  the  mother.  The  parties  themselves  did  not  under- 
stand their  own  feelings;  for  matters  had  not  gone  far,  when 
Mnry  Monson  so  strangely  appeared  on  the  stage,  and  drew  Jack 
off,  on  the  trail  of  wonder  and  mystery,  if  not  on  that  of  red 
pasaon.  As  Sarah  Wilmet«r  waa  the  most  intimalfi  Mend  of 
Anna  Updyke,  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  this  singular  &icy  of 
the  brother's  should  he  the  subject  of  conversation  between  th< 

ogle 
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two  young  women,  eack  of  whom  probably  felt  more  Intereet  Id 
tiia  movements  than  any  other  pereona  on  earth.  The  dialogue 
we  are  about  to  relate  took  place  in  Anna's  own  room,  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  day  which  preceded  that  of  the  wedding,  and  foUowed 
naturally  enough,  as  the  Beqocnce  of  certain  remarkB  which  had 
been  made  on  tbe  approaching  event. 

"  If  tni/  mother  were  living,  and  nmst  be  married,"  said  Saiub 
VVilmeter,  "  I  should  be  very  well  content  to  have  tuch  a  man  aa 
Dr.  McBrain  for  a  step-father.  I  have  known  him  all  my  life, 
and  he  is,  and  ever  has  been,  so  intimate  with  uncle  Tom,  that  1 
almost  think  bim  a  near  relation." 

"And  I  have  known  bim  as  long  as  I  can  remember,"  Anna 
steadily  rejoined,  "  and  have  not  only  a  great  respect,  but  a  worm 
regard  for  him.  Should  I  ever  marry  myself,  I  do  not  believe  I 
shall  have  one-half  the  attachment  for  my  &ther-in-law  as  I  am 
gure  I  shall  feel  for  my  sfep-fether." 

"How  do  you  know  there  will  be  any  iather-in-Iaw  in  the 
case?     I  am  sore  John  has  no  parent." 

"John!"  returned  Anna,  faintly — "What  is  John  to  mef" 

"Thank  yon,  my  dear — he  is  something,  at  least,  to  «te." 

"To  be  sure — a  brother  naturally  is — but  Jack  is  no  brother 
of  mine,  jou  will  please  to  remember." 

Sarah  cast  a  quick,  inquiring  look  at  her  friend ;  but  the  eyes 
of  Anna  were  thrown  downward  on  the  carpet,  while  the  bloom 
on  her  cheek  spread  to  her  temples.  Her  friend  saw  that,  id 
truth,  Jack  was  no  brother  of  hen. 

"  What  I  mean  is  this" — continued  Sarah,  following  a  thread 
that  ran  through  her  own  mind,  rather  than  anything  that  had 
been  already  expressed  —  "  Jack  is  making  himself  a  very  sUly 
fellow  just  now." 

Anna  now  raised  her  eyes ;  her  lip  quivered  a  little,  and  thi 
bloom  deserted  even  bet  oheek.  Stjll,  she  made  no  reply.  Wo 
men  can  listen  acutely  at  such  moments ;  but  it  commonly  exoeeds 


their  powers  to  speak.  The  friends  imderstood  each  other,  aa 
Saiah  well  knew,  and  she  continned  her  remarks  precisely  as  if 
the  other  had  answer^  them. 

"  Michael  Millisgton  briogs  strange  accounts  of  Jack's  beha- 
viour at  Bibeir;  1  He  says  that  he  seems  to  do  nothing,  thinb 
of  nothing,  talk  of  nothing,  but  of  the  hardship  of  this  Mary 
Monson's  cose." 

"  I  'm  sure  it  ii  cruel  enough  to  awaken  the  pity  of  a  rock," 
said  Anna  Updyke,  in  a  low  tone;  "a  woman,  and  she  a  lady, 
accused  of  such  terrible  crimes  —  murder  and  arson  I" 

"What  is  arson,  child?  —  and  how  do  y<m  know  anything 
about  itf" 

Again  Anna  coloured,  her  feelings  being  all  sensitiveness  on 
this  subject;  which  liad  caused  her  far  more  pain  than  she  had 
experienced  from  any  other  event  in  her  brief  life.  It,  was,  how- 
ever, necessary  to  answer. 

"  Arson  is  setting  fire  to  an  inhabited  house,' '  she  said,  after  a 
moment's  reflection ;  "  and  I  know  it  from  having  been  toW  ita 
wgnification  by  Mr.  Duoscomb." 

"  Did  uncle  Tom  say  anything  of  this  Mary  Monson,  and  of 
Jack's  singular  behaviour?" 

"  He  spoke  of  his  cUent  as  a  very  extraordinary  person,  and 
of  hi.r  accomplishmente,  and  readiness,  and  beanty.  Altogether. 
he  does  not  seem  to  know  what  to  make  of  her." 

"And  what  did  he  say  about  Jack? — You  need  have  no  re- 
Biave  with  me,  Anna;  I  am  his  sister." 

"  I  know  that  very  well,  dear  Sarah — but  Jack's  name  was 
not  mentioned,  I  believe  —  certainly  not  at  the  parUeular  time, 
tad  in  the  conversation  to  which  I  now  refer." 

"But  at  some  olher  time,  my  dear,  and  in  some  other  convor. 
sation." 

"  He  did  once  say  something  about  your  brother's  being  very 
attentive  tc  the  interests  of  the  person  he  calls  his  Duke's  count; 
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jlient  —  nothing  more,  I  do  assure  7011.  It  is  tlie  duty  of  young 
lawyers  to  be  very  att«ative  to  the  interests  of  their  clieate,  I 
should  think." 

"  Assuredly — and  that  most  especially  when  the  client  is  a 
young  lady  with  a  pocket  full  of  money.  But  Jack  is  ahove 
want,  and  can  afford  to  act  right  at  all  timeB  and  on  all  occasions, 
I  wish  he  had  never  seen  this  strange  creature." 

Anna  Updyke  sat  silent  for  some  little  time,  playing  with  the 
hem  of  her  pocket-handkerchief  Then  she  said  timidly,  speak- 
ing as  if  she  wished  an  answer,  even  while  she  dreaded  it — 

"  Does  not  Marie  Moulin  know  something  about  her?" 

"  A  great  deal,  if  she  would  only  tell  it.  But  Mane,  too,  has 
gone  over  to  the  enemy,  ranee  she  has  seen  this  siren.  Not  a 
word  can  I  get  out  of  her,  though  I  have  written  three  letters, 
beyond  the  fact  that  she  knows  Mademoiselle,  and  that  she  can- 
not believe  her  guilty." 

"  The  last,  surely,  is  very  important  K  really  innocent,  how 
hard  has  been  the  treatment  she  has  received  1  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  your  brother  feels  so  deep  an  interest  in  her.  He  is 
very  warm-hearted  and  generous,  Sarah;  and  it  is  just  like  him 
to  devote  his  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of  the  oppressed." 

It  was  Satah's  turn  to  be  silent  and  thoughtful.  She  made  no 
answer,  for  she  well  understood  that  an  impulse  very  diP^rent 
from  that  mentioned  by  her  friend  was,  just  then,  influencing  her 
brother's  conduct. 

We  have  related  this  conversation  as  the  briefest  mode  of 
making  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  things  in 
and  about  the  neat  dwelling  of  Mrs.  Updyke  in  Eighth-street. 
Much,  however,  remains  to  be  told ;  as  the  morning  of  the  very 
day  which  succeeded  that  on  which  the  foregoing  dialogue  was 
held,  was  the  one  named  for  the  wedding  of  the  mistress  of  the 

At  the  very  early  hour  of  ax,  the  party  met  at  Ihs  t^t^m 
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iom,  one  of  tho  most  gothio  stractureB  in  the  new  quarter  of  the 
town;  and  five  miuates  Bofficed  to  make  the  two  one.  Anna 
sobbed  as  she  saw  her  mother  passing  away  from  her,  as  it  then 
appeared  to  her;  and  the  btide  herself  was  a  little  oTeroome. 
As  for  McBrain,  as  his  fiiend  Dunscotnb  espressed  it,  in  a  de 
ecription  given  to  &  brother  bachelor,  wno  met  him  at  dinner — 

"  He  stood  fire  like  a  veteran  I  You  're  not  going  to  fi^ghten 
a  fellow  who  has  held  forth  the  ring  three  tdmes.  Yoa  will  re- 
member that  Ned  has  previooslj  killed  two  wives,  besides  aU  the 
other  folk  he  has  slain ;  and  I  make  no  donbt  the  fellow's  confi- 
dence was  a  good  deal  iscreasod  hj  the  knowledge  he  poaseasea 
that  none  of  us  are  immortal — as  husbands  and  wives,  at  least" 

But  Tom  Dunscomb's  pleasantries  hod  no  influence  on  hiii 
friend's  happiness.  Odd  as  It  may  appear  to  some,  this  oonneC' 
tion  was  one  of  a  wajm  and  very  sincere  attachment.  Neithei 
of  the  parties  had  reached  the  period  of  life  when  nature  begins 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  time ;  and  there  was  the  reasonable 
prospect  before  them  of  their  contribntdng  largely  to  each  other's 
fatore  happiness.  Tho  bride  was  dressed  with  great  simplicity, 
but  with  a  proper  core ;  and  she  really  jostjfied  the  passion  that 
McBrain  indsted,  in  his  conversatdons  with  Dunscomb,  that  he 
felt  for  ber.  Youthful,  for  her  time  of  life,  modest  in  demeanour 
and  aspect,  still  attractive  in  pQrson,  tbe  '  Widow  Updyke'  became 
Mrs.  HoBrain,  with  as  charming  an  air  of  womanly  feeling  as 
might  have  been  exhibited  by  one  of  less  than  half  her  a^. 
Covered  with  blnshes,  she  was  handed  by  the  bridegroom  into 
his  own  carriage,  which  stood  at  ibe  chnrch-door,  and  the  twi 
proceeded  to  Timbulty. 

As  for  Anna  Updyke,  she  went  to  pass  a  week  in  tLt  cuuntiy 
widi  Sarah  Banaoomb;  even  a  danghter  being  &  little  de  trap, 
in  a  honey-moon.  Batdetrap  was  the  ungnlar  name  Tom  Buns- 
iiomb  had  ^ven  to  his  conntry-house.  It  was  a  small  villa-lika 
rosidnDne,  oa  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and  within  the  island  of 


173  THB    WAYS    OP    THE     B  O  U  K. 

Manliattan.  Concealed  in  ft  wood,  it  was  a  Vinous  pkco  fur  a 
bachelor  to  hide  his  oddities  in.  Here  Duuscomb  coucenlratod 
all  his  outof-the-way  pmchasea,  including  ploughs  that  were  nevei 
used,  all  sorts  of  Arming  ntonuls  that  were  condemned  to  the 
same  idleness,  and  such  contrivances  in  the  arts  of  fishing  uid 
ihooting  as  struck  his  iancy ;  though  the  lawyer  never  handled  a 
rod  or  levelled  a  fowling-piece.  But  Tom  Dunscomb,  though  he 
professed  to  despise  love,  had  fancies  of  his  own.  It  gave  him  a 
eertun  degree  of  pleasure  to  teem  to  have  these  several  tastes ; 
and  he  threw  away  a  good  deal  of  money  in  purcha^g  these 
charactcristio  ornaments  for  Bottletrap.  When  Jack  Wilmetn 
ventured,  one  day,  to  ask  his  uncle  what  pleasure  he  could  find 
in  coliectiog  so  many  costly  and  perfectly  useless  articles,  imple- 
ments that  had  not  the  smallest  apparent  connection  with  his 
ordinary  pursuita  and  profeasion,  he  got  the  following  answer : — 

"  You  are  wrong.  Jack,  in  supposing  that  these  traps  are  use, 
less.  A  lawyer  has  occasion  for  a  vast  deal  of  knowledge  that 
he  will  never  get  out  of  his  books.  One  should  have  the  elementa 
of  all  the  sciences,  and  of  most  of  the  arts,  in  his  mind,  to  make 
a  thoroughly  good  advocate;  for  their  application  vrill  become 
necessaiy  on  a  thousand  occa^ons,  when  Blackstone  and  Sent 
can  be  of  no  service.  No,  no;  I  prize  my  professions  highly, 
and  look  upon  Rattletrap  as  my  Inn  of  Court." 

Jack  Wilmeter  had  come  over  from  Biberry  to  attend  the 
wedding,  and  had  now  accompanied  the  party  into  the  country, 
as  it  was  called ;  though  the  place  of  Dunscomb  was  so  neai 
town  that  it  was  not  difficult,  when  the  wind  was  at  the  south- 
ward, to  hear  the  fire-bell  on  the  City  Hall.  The  meeting  be- 
tween John  Wilmeter  and  Anna  Updyke  had  been  fortunately  a 
little  relieved  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  latter 
was  placed.  The  feeling  she  betrayed,  the  pallor  of  her  cheek, 
ind  the  nervousness  of  bet  deportment,  might  all,  naturally 
enough,  be  Imputed  to  the  emotions  of  a  daughter,  who  saw  bfil 
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own  Biother  stuidiiig  at  the  altar,  bj  tlie  nde  of  one  who  was 
not  her  natural  &tlier.  Let  this  be  as  it  might,  Anna  had  tiic 
idrantage  of  the  inferences  which  those  around  her  mode  on 
these  facta.  The  jonng  people  met  first  in  the  church,  where 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  any  exchange  of  kagnage  or  looks. 
Sarah  took  h^  friend  away  with  her  alone,  on  the  road  to  Rattle- 
trap, immediately  after  the  ceremony,  in  order  to  allow  Anna's 
^irils  and  manner  to  become  composed,  without  being  anbjected 
to  unpleasant  observation.  Dunscomb  and  his  nephew  drove  out 
in  a  light  vehicle  of  the  latter's ;  and  Michael  Millington  ap- 
peared later  at  the  villa,  bringing  with  him  to  dinner,  Timms, 
who  came  on  badness  connected  with  the  approaching  trinl. 

There  never  had  been  any  love-making,  in  the  direct  meaning 
of  the  term,  between  John  Wilmeter  and  Anna  Updyke.  They 
had  known  each  other  so  long  and  so  intimately,  that  both  re- 
garded the  feeling  of  kindness  that  each  knew  subsisted,  as  a 
mere  fraternal  sort  of  affedJOQ.  "Jack  is  Sarah's  brother," 
thonght  Anna,  when  she  permitted  herself  to  reason  on  the 
subject  at  all ;  "  and  it  is  natural  that  I  should  have  more  friend- 
ship for  him  than  for  any  other  yoang  man."  "  Anna  is  Sarah'e 
moat  intimate  friend,"  thought  Jack,  "  and  that  is  the  long  and 
short  of  my  attachment  for  hitr.  Take  away  Sarah,  and  Anna 
would  be  nothing  to  me;  though  she  is  so  pretty,  and  clever, 
and  gentle,  and  lady-like.  I  must  like  those  Anna  likes,  or  it 
might  make  us  both  unhappy."  This  was  the  reasoning  of 
nineteen,  and  when  Anna  Updyke  was  just  budding  into  young 
womanhood;  at  a  later  day,  habit  had  got  to  be  so  mnch  in  the 
ascendant,  that  neither  of  the  young  people  thought  much  on  the 
snhject  at  all.  The  preference  was  strong  in  each  —  so  strong, 
mdced,  as  to  hover  over  the  oonfines  of  pasdon,  and  quite  near 
to  iU  vortex;  though  the  loiig  accuBtomed  feeling  prevented 
^tber  from  entering  into  its  analyns.  The  attachments  that 
grow  up  with  our  daily  associations,  and  got  to  be  so  interwoven 
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witli  OBT  most  fiuuiliar  thoughte,  seldom  carry  away  those  who 
jubniit  to  tbem,  ia  tlie  whirlwind  of  passioQ;  which  axe  mnoh 
more  apt  to  attend  sudden  and  impulsive  love.  Cases  do  cer* 
tainlj  occur  in  which  the  parties  have  long  known  each  other, 
had  have  lived  on  for  years  in  a  dull  appreciation  of  mutual 
merit — sometimes  with  prejudices  and  alienation  active  between 
them;  when  suddenly  all  is  changed,  and  the  scene  that  waa 
lately  so  tranquil  and  tame  becomes  tumultuous  and  glowing, 
and  life  assumes  a  new  charm,  as  the  profound  emotions  of  pas- 
sion chase  away  its  dulneas;  substituting  hope,  and  fears,  and 
lively  wishes,  and  soul-felt  impressiouB  in  its  stead.  This  is  not 
usual  in  the  course  of  the  most  wayward  of  all  onr  impolses; 
but  it  does  occasionally  happen,  brightening  existence  with  a 
glow  that  might  well  be  termed  divine,  were  the  colours  bestowed 
derived  from  a  love  of  the  Creator,  in  lieu  of  that  of  one  of  his 
creatures.  In  these  sudden  awakenings  of  dormant  feeling, 
some  chord  of  mutual  sympathy,  some  deep-rooted  affinity  is 
aroused,  oarrying  away  their  possessors  in  a  torrent  of  the  feel- 
ings. Occasionally,  wherever  the  affinity  is  active,  the  impulse 
natural"  and  strongly  sympathetic,  these  sodden  and  seemingly 
wayward  attachments  are  the  most  indehble,  colooring  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  life;  hut  oftencr  do  they  take  the  character 
of  mere  impulse,  rather  than  that  of  deeper  sentiment,  and  diA- 
appear,  as  they  were  first  seen,  ia  some  sudden  glow  of  the 
horizon  of  the  affections. 

In  this  brief  analyus  of  some  of  the  workings  of  the  heart, 
we  may  find  a  clue  te  the  actual  frame  of  mind  in  which  John 
Wilmeter  returned  from  Biberry,  where  he  had  now  been,  like  a 
sentinel  on  post,  for  several  weeks,  in  vigilant  watchfulness  over 
the  interests  of  Mary  Monson.  During  all  that  time,  however, 
he  had  not  once  been  adautted.withiu  the  legal  limits  of  the 
prison }  holding  his  brief,  but  rather  numerous  conferences  with 
bis  client^  at  the  little  grate  in  tlie  masgiv,-  door  that  separated 


UiJ  gaol  from  the  dwelling  of  the  sherilF.  Kind-hearted  Mm 
Qott  would  have  admitted  him  to  the  galleiy,  whenerer  he  chose 
to  tak  that  fevoar;  hat  this  act  of  coortesj  had  been  forbidden 
by  Mary  Monson  hereelf.  Timms  she  did  receive,  and  ahe  con- 
ferred with  him  in  private  on  more  than  one  occasion,  manifea^g 
great  earnestness  in  the  consultations  that  preceded  the  approach- 
mg  trial.  Bat  John  Wilmeler  she  would  receive  only  at  the 
grate,  like  a  nun  in  a  well-regulated  convent.  Even  this  coynesa 
contributed  to  feed  the  fire  that  had  been  bo  soddenly  lighted  in 
Qte  young  man's  heart,  on  which  the  strangeness  of  the  prisoner's 
ntuation,  her  personal  attiactiotts,  her  manners,  and  all  the  other 
known  peculiarities  of  person,  history,  education  and  deportment, 
had  nnit«d  to  prodnce  a  most  lively  impression,  howerer  fleeting 
it  was  to  prove  in  the  end. 

Had  there  been  any  direct  communicatdons  on  the  aubjeot  of 
the  attachment  that  had  so  long,  so  slowly,  but  so  surely  been 
tiding  root  in  the  hearts  of  John  and  Anna,  any  reciprocity  in 
<^n  confidence,  this  unlooked-for  impulse  in  a  new  direction 
could  not  have  overtaken  the  yonng  man.  He  did  not  know  how 
profound  was  the  interest  that  Anna  took  in  him ;  nor,  for  that 
matter,  was  she  aware  of  it  herself,  nntdl  Michael  Millington 
brought  the  onpleasant  tidings  of  the  manner  in  which  hia  friend 
seemed  to  he  entranced  with  his  micle's  client  at  Bibeny.  Then, 
indeed,  Anna  was  made  to  feel  that  surest  attendant  of  the  livs- 
liest  love,  a  pang  of  jealoosy ;  and,  for  the  first  time  in  her  young 
and  innocent  life,  she  became  aware  of  the  real  nature  of  her 
■entimenta  in  behalf  of  John  Wllmeter.  On  the  other  hand, 
drawn  adde  from  the  ordinary  course  of  his  affections  by  sudden, 
impuhdve,  and  exdting  novelties,  John  was  fast  submitting  to 
the  infiaenee  of  the  charms  of  the  fiur  stranger,  as  has  been  more 
than  once  intimated  in  our  opening  pages,  as  the  nenly-fallen 
mow  melta  under  the  rays  of  a  noon-day  sun. 

Such,  then,  was  the  state  of  matters  in  this  littlo  circle,  when 
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the  wedding  took  plaoe,  and  John  WHmeter  joined  the  famUjk 
party.  Although  Dunscomb  did  all  he  could  to  make  the  dinnet 
py,  Kattletrap  had  seldom  entertained  a  more  silent  company 
tjian  that  which  gat  down  at  ita  little  round  table  on  this  occaaon 
John  thought  of  Bibeny  and  Mary  Monson;  Sarah's  imagina- 
tloii  was  qiute  busy  in  woudering  why  Michael  Millington  stayed 
Bway  so  long;  and  Anna  was  on  the  point  of  buisting  into  tears 
half-a-dozen  times,  ondor  the  depression  produced  by  the  joint 
events  of  her  mother's  maniage,  and  John  Wilmeter's  obriooa 
change  of  deportment  towards  her. 

"  What  the  deuce  has  kept  Michael  Millington  and  that  fellow 
I^mmB,  irom  jcnning  ua  at  dinner,"  said  the  master  of  the  house, 
OB  the  fruit  was  placed  upon  the  table ;  and,  eloung  one  eye,  he 
looked  with  the  other  tlirough  the  ruby  rays  of  a  glass  of  well- 
cooled  Madeira — biB  &vourite  wine.  "Both  promised  to  be 
punctual;  yet  hero  are  they  both  sadly  ont  of  time.  They  knew 
the  dinner  was  to  come  off  at  four." 

"As  is  one,  sir,  so  are  both,"  answered  John,  "TonwiD 
remember  they  were  to  come  together?" 

"  True — and  Millington  is  rather  a  punctual  man — especially 
in  visiting  at  Eattletrap" — here  Sarah  blushed  a  little;  but  the 
engagement  in  bor  case  bnng  announced,  there  was  no  ocoaaion 
tor  any  parUcuIar  confosion.  "  We  shall  have  to  take  Michael  with 
US  into  Duke's  next  week,  Mies  Wilmeter;  the  case  being  too 
grave  to  neglect  brin^g  up  all  our  forces." 

"  Is  Jack,  too,  to  take  a  part  in  the  trial,  uncle  Tom  ?"  de- 
manded the  niece,  witik  a  little  interest  in  tlte  answer. 

"Jack,  too  —  everybody,  in  short.  When  the  life  of  a  fine 
young  woman  is  concerned,  it  behooves  her  counsel  to  be  active 
and  diligent  I  have  never  before  bad  a  cause  into  which  my 
feelings  have  so  completely  entered — no,  never," 

"  Do  not  counsel  always  enter,  heart  and  hand,  into  their  dient^ 
interests,  and  make  themselves,  as  it  might  be,  as  you  gentlemec 
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of  the  bar  somodmea  term  theae  things,  a  '  part  and  parcel'  of 
theu:  concerDsf" 

Thiij  qnestion  waa  pat  h;  Sarah,  but  it  caused  Anna  to  raise 
Ler  ejes  from  the  firnit  she  was  pretending  to  eat,  and  to  listen 
intentlf  to  the  reply.  Perhaps  she  fancied  that  the  answer  might 
explain  the  absorbed  manner  in  which  John  had  engaged  in  the 
Eervice  of  the  accused. 

"  As  far  from  it  as  posMble,  in  many  oases,"  returned  the  uuclc  j 
"  thongh  there  certainly  are  others  in  which  one  eng^es  with  all 
his  feeling  But  every  day  lessens  my  interest  in  the  law,  and 
all  that  belong  to  it." 

"  Why  should  that  be  so,  sir  f — I  have  beard-  you  called  a  de- 
votee of  the  profesfflon." 

"  That 's  because  I  have  no  wife.  Let  a  man  lire  a  bachelor, 
and  ten  to  one  he  gets  some  nickname  or  other.  Oa  the  otiier 
hand,  let  him  marry  two  or  three  times,  like  Ned  McBraiu — beg 
your  pardon,  Nanny,  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  your  papar— 
but  let  a  fellow  just  get  his  third  wife,  and  they  taok  '  fanuly*  te 
his  appellatioa  at  once.  He  's  an  ezccUent  family  lawyer,  or  a 
eaptal  family  phydoian,  or  a  supremely  pious — no,  I  don't  know 
that  they're  got  so  &r  as  the  parsons,  for  Ihey  are  all  family 
fellows." 

"  You  have  a  spite  against  matrimony,  nuole  Tom." 
'  "  Well,  if  I  have,  it  stops  with  me,  as  a  family  complaint 
You  are  free  fr^m  it,  my  dear;  and  I'm  half  inclined  to  think 
Jack  will  many  before  he  is  a  year  older.     But^  here  are  the 
tudies  at  last." 

Although  the  anole  made  no  allauon  to  the  person  his  nephew 
ms  to  marry,  everybody  bat  himself  thou^t  of  Mary  Mooson 
ft  once.  Anna  turned  pale  as  death;  Sarah  looked  thoughtfid, 
ud  even  sad;  and  John  became  as  red  as  scarlet.  But  the  en- 
Innoe  of  Michael  Millington  and  Timms  caused  the  coDversatioD 
lo  torn  on  another  subject,  as  a  matter  of  coarse. 
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"  We  exported  you  to  dinner,  gentlemen,"  Sunscomb  drilj 
remarked,  as  he  pushed  the  bottle  to  his  guettt^ 

"Buainesa  before  eating  ie  my  maxini,  'Sqnire  DonBcomb," 
TimmB  replied.  "  Mr.  Millington  and  I  have  been  very  busy  in 
the  office,  from  the  moment  Dr.  McBmn  and  hb  lady " 

"  Wife — say '  wife,'  Timma,  if  yon  please.  Or, '  Mre.  McBrain,* 
if  you  like  that  better." 

"  Well,  sir,  I  used  the  word  I  did,  ont  of  compliment  to  the 
other  ladies  present  They  lore  to  be  honoured  and  signalized 
in  onr  language,  when  we  speak  of  them,  ar,  I  believe." 

"  Poh !  poh  I  Timms ;  take  my  advice,  and  let  all  these  small 
matters  alone.  It  takes  a  life  to  master  them,  and  one  must  be- 
gin from  the  cradle.  When  all  is  ended,  they  are  scarce  worth 
tihe  trouble  they  ^ve.  Speak  good,  plun,  direct,  and  manly 
English,  I  have  always  told  yon,  and  you'll  get  along  well 
enough;  but  make  no  attempts  to  be  fine.  'Dr.  McBrain  and 
lodjr,'  is  nest  thing  '  to  going  through  Hurlgate,'  or  meeting  a 
'  lady  fi  tend.'  Ton  11  never  get  the  right  sort  of  a  wife,  until 
yon  d'op  all  such  absurdities." 

"1 11  tell  you  how  it  is,  'Squire  :  bo  far  as  law  goes,  or  even 
morals,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  may  say  general  government 
politics,  I  look  upon  you  as  the  best  adviser  I  can  consult  Bat, 
when  it  comes  to  matrimony,  I  can't  see  how  you  should  know 
any  more  about  it  than  I  do  myself.  I  do  intend  to  get  married 
one  of  these  days,  which  is  more,  I  fancy,  than  you  ever  had  is 
view." 

"  No;  my  great  concern  has  been  to  escape  matrimony;  but  a 
man  may  get  a  very  tolerable  notion  of  the  sex  while  manceuviing 
among  them,  with  that  intention.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  who 
has  had  two  or  three  handsomely  managed  escapes,  doesn't  learn 
as  much  as  he  who  has  had  two  or  three  wives— Imean  of 
Dsefjl  information.  What  do  yon  think  <tf  all  this,  Milling 
ton?" 
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'■  Tliat  I  vruh  for  no  eacapes,  when  my  choice  baa  been  frea 
*nd  fortnuste." 

"And  yoo,  Jack?" 

"Sirl"  answered  the  nephew,  starting,  ae  if  aroused  from  ■ 
brawn  study.     "  IMd  yon  speak  tfl  me,  uncle  Tom  ?' ' 

"  He  '11  not  be  of  much  use  to  us  next  week,  Timma,"  aaid 
the  counsellor,  coolly,  filling  bis  own  and  bis  neighbour's  glass 
BB  he  spoke,  with  iced  Madeira — "These  capital  cases  demand 
the  utmost  vigilanoe;  more  espemlly  when  popular  prejudice 
Bete  in  agunat  them." 

"  Should  the  jury  find  JUaiy  Monson  to  be  guilty,  what  would 
be  the  sentence  of  the  court  f"  demanded  Sarah,  smiling,  even 
whUe  she  seemed  much  interested  —  "I  beUevo  that  is  right, 
Mike — the  court  'sentenoea,'  and  the  jury  'convicts.'  If  there 
be  any  miatake,  you  must  answer  tot  it." 

"  I  am  afrud  to  speak  of  laws,  or  oonstituldons,  in  the  presence 
of  your  uncle,  ainoe  the  rebuke  Jack  and  I  got  iu  that  al&ir  of 
the  toast,"  returned  Sarah's  betrothed,  arching  his  eyebrows. 

"  By  the  way,  Jack,  did  that  dinner  ever  come  off?"  demanded 
the  uncle,  suddenly ;  "  I  looked  for  your  toaate  in  the  joumala, 
bat  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  them." 

"  Ton  could  not  have  seen  any  of  mine,  sir ;  for  I  went  to 
Bibeny  that  very  morning,  and  only  left  there  last  evening  "  — 
Anaa'a  countenance  reaembled  a  lily,  just  as  it  be^na  to  droop  — 
"  I  believe,  however,  the  whole  af^  fell  through,  as  no  one  seemfl 
to  know,  just  now,  who  are  and  who  are  not  the  friends  of  liberty. 
It  is  the  people  to-day ;  the  pope  next  day ;  some  prince  to-mor- 
row; and,  by  the  end  of  the  week,  wo  may  have  a  Massaniello 
ot  a  Bobespierro  uppermost  The  times  seem  sadly  out  of  joint, 
jnat  now,  and  the  world  is  fast  gettdng  to  be  npaide-down." 

"  It  'a  all  owing  to  thia  infernal  Code,  Timms,  which  is  enough 
to  revolutioniie  human  nature  iteelf  I"  cried  Dunacomb,  with  an 
animatdou  that  prodnoed  a  laugh  in  the  young  folk,  (Anne  ex- ' 


oepted,)  and  a  umper  in  &6  person  addressed.  "  Ever  siaee  this 
thing  has  oome  into  operation  among  ns,  I  never  know  whea  a 
case  is  to  be  heard,  the  decision  had,  or  the  principles  that  are 
to  come  uppermost.  Well,  we  mnat  try  and  get  some  good  out 
of  it,  if  we  can,  in  this  capital  case." 

"  Which  is  drawing  very  near,  'Squire  j  and  I  have  some  iaotii 
to  commnnicate  in  that  afGiir  which  it  may  be  well  to  compare 
with  the  law,  without  much  more  delay." 

"  Let  us  finish  this  bottle  —  if  the  boys  help  na,  it  will  not  be 
much  more  than  a  glass  apiece." 

"I  don't  thinlc  the  'Squire  will  ever  tie  upAeU  at  the  pollfi  by 
the  Temperaooe  people,"  said  l^ms,  filling  his  glass  to  the  brim ; 
for,  to  own  the  truth,  it  was  seldom  that  he  got  such  wine. 

"Am  you  are  expeoting  to  be  held  tip  by  them,  my  fine  fellow. 
I've  heard  of  your  management;  master  l^mms,  and  am  told 
you  agpu%  as  high  u  the  State  Senate.  Well;  there  b  room  lor 
better,  but  much  worse  men  have  been  sent  there.  Now,  let  oa 
go  to  what  I  oall  the  '  Rattletnp  ofia«.' " 
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CHAPTER  XL 


■■  Tbia  itrmwbeny  grawa  rnidemealh  the  nettle ; 
And  whoIeBome  berriei  thrivG  and  ripen  bett, 
NeighbouT'd  bj  fruit  of  baier  qtuUly." 

King  Hemy  V. 

Thbrb  stood  u  very  pretty  pavilion  in  oue  of  the  groves  of 
B&ttletrap,  overhanging  the  water,  with  the  rock  of  the  river-shore 
£)r  its  fonsdation.  It  had  two  small  apartments,  in  one  of  which 
Dimsooiiib  tud  canaed  a  book-case,  a  table,  a  rooking-chair  and  a 
lonnge  to  be  placed.  The  other  was  fdniished  more  like  an  ordi< 
nary  summer-house,  and  was  at  all  times  acoesuhle  to  the  inmates 
rf  tlie  femily.  The  sanctum,  or  office,  was  kept  locked;  and 
bere  its  owner  often  brought  his  papers,  and  passed  whole  dajEf, 
during  the  warm  montha,  when  it  b  the  usage  to  be  oat  of  town, 
in  preparing  his  oases.  To  this  spot,  then,  the  counsellor  now 
held  his  way,  attended  ))y  Timms,  having  ordered  a  servant  to 
bring  a  light  and  some  segars;  smoking  being  one  of  the  regular 
occupations  of  the  iMce.  In  a  few  minutes,  each  of  the  two  men 
of  the  law  had  a  segar  in  his  mouth,  and  was  seated  at  a  little 
window  that  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  Hudson,  ita  fleet  of 
sloops,  steamers,  tow-boats  and  oolliers,  and  its  high,  rocky 
western  shore,  which  has  obttwned  the  not  inapprcpri&te  name  of 
fto  Palisades. ' 

The  segars,  tiie  glass,  and  the  pleasant  scenery,  teeming  aa  was 
die  last  mth  movement  and  life,  appeared,  for  the  moment,  to 
drive  from  the  minds  of  the  two  men  of  the  law  the  bnunesB  on 
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Kbich  tbe;  had  met  It  wsb  a  proof  of  the  efiect  of  habit  (bat 
>  person  like  DonBcomb,  who  vas  really  a  good  man,  and  ona 
who  loved  his  fellow-creatures,  could  just  then  forget  that  a 
human  life  was,  in  some  meaaore,  dependent  on  the  decisions  of 
this  veiy  intemew,  and  permit  his  thoughts  to  wander  &om  so 
important  an  interest.  So  it  was,  however  j  and  the  first  topie 
that  arose  in  this  consultation  bad  no  reference  whatever  to  Mary 
MoQBon  or  her  approaching  trial,  though  it  soon  led  the  collo- 
quisls  round  to  her  sitnadon,  as  it  might  be  without  their  iutend- 

"This  is  a  chamung  retteat,  'Squire  Dunscomb,"  commenond 
Timms,  settling  himself  with  some  method  in  a  very  commodiona 
arm-chair ;  "  and  one  tbat  I  shoold  ofi«D  freqaent,  did  I  own  it." 

"  I  hope  jott  will  live  to  be  master  of  one  quite  as  pleasant, 
Timma,  some  time  or  other.  TUey  tell  me  jour  practice,  now,  is 
one  of  the  best  in  Duke's;  some  two  or  tltree  thousand  a  year,  I 
dare  say,  if  the  truth  were  known." 

"  It 's  as  good  as  anybody's  on  our  circuit,  nulesa  you  count 
the  bigwigs  from  York.  I  won't  name  the  sum,  even  to  as  old 
a  friend  as  yourself,  'Squire;  for  the  man  who  lets  the  world 
peep  into  hia  purse,  will  soon  find  it  footing  him  up,  like  a  sum 
in  arillimetjc.  You  've  gentlemen  in  town,  however,  who  some- 
times get  more  for  a  single  case,  than  I  con  'am  in  a  twelve- 
month." 

"  Still,  eonmdering  your  be^nning,  and  late  appearance  at  tha 
bar,  Timms,  you  are  doing  pretty  well.  Do  you  lead  in  many 
trials  at  the  circnitf" 

"That  depends  pretty  much  on  age,  you  know,  'Squire. 
Q«n'ra]ly  older  lawyers  are  put  into  all  my  caoses ;  but  I  hsn 
earned  one  or  two  throngh,  on  my  own  shoulders,  and  that  by 
main  strength  too." 

"  It  must  have  beeo  by  your  &ctB,  rather  than  by  ycni  law. 
The  verdicts  turned  altogether  on  testimony,  did  tliey  notf" 
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"Pretty  mucli — and  lAof's  the  BOrt  of  case  /  like.  A  man 
tan  prepare  hie  evidence  beforehand,  and  make  some  calculations 
where  it  will  land  him ;  bat,  as  fbr  the  law,  I  do  not  Bee  that 
studying  it  as  hat d  as  I  will,  makes  me  much  the  wiser.  A  case 
is  no  sooner  settled  ODe  way,  by  a  judge  in  New  York,  than  it  Us 
settled  in  another,  in  Fenn^lrany  or  Virgiany." 

"And  that,  too,  when  oonrts  were  identical,  and  had  a  charac- 
ter !  Now,  we  have  eight  Supreme  Courts,  and  tiiey  are  be^n- 
ning  to  settle  the  law  in  eight  different  ways.  Have  you  studied 
the  Code  pretty  closely,  Timms?" 

"  Not  I,  far.  They  tell  me  things  will  come  round  under  it  in 
time,  and  I  try  to  be  patient.  There 's  one  thing  about  it  that  I 
do  liko.  It  has  taken  all  the  Latin  oat  of  the  law,  which  is  a 
great  help  to  us  poor  scholars." 

"  It  has  that  advantage,  I  oonfess ;  and  before  it  is  done,  it 
will  take  all  the  law  out  of  the  Iiatin.  They  tell  me  it  was  pro- 
posed to  call  the  oldprooessof  'iu  exeat'  a  writ  of  'no  go.'" 

"Well,  to  my  mind,  the  last  would  be  the  best  term  of  the 
two," 

"Ay,  to  ytmr  mind,  it  might,  Timms.  How  do  you  like 
the  fee-bills,  and  the  new  mode  of  obtaining  your  compensa- 

"  Capital  1  The  more  they  change  them  matters,  the  deeper 
we  'U  dig  into  'em,  'Squire  1  I  never  knew  reform  help  the  great 
body  of  the  commwity  —  all  it  favours  is  individdles." 

"  There  is  more  truth  in  that,  Timms,  than  yon  are  probably 
nware  of  yourself.  Rflform,  fiilly  half  the  time,  does  no  more 
than  shift  the  pack-saddle  from  one  set  of  shoulders  to  another. 
Nor  do  I  believe  much  is  gained  by  endeavouring  to  make  law 
cheap.  It  were  better  for  the  community  t^t  it  should  be  dear; 
though  oases  do  occur  in  which  its  charges  might  amount  to  a 
denial  of  jostJoe.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  world  oftenei 
deddes  under  the  influence  of  exceptions,  nther  than  under  thai 
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a  die  role.  Beaides,  it  ia  no  easy  matter  to  check  the  gains  of 
ft  thousand  or  two  of  Hnugry  attorneTS." 

*' There  jou're  right,  'Squire,  if  yon  never  hit  the  nail  on  th* 
head  before  I  But  the  new  scheme  is  working  well  for  ui,  and, 
in  one  sense,  it  may  work  well  for  the  people.  The  compensation 
IB  the  first  thing  thought  of  uow ;  and  when  that  is  the  case,  the 
client  stopB  to  think.  It  isn't  every  person  that  holds  as  largf 
and  as  open  a  purse  as  our  lady  at  Bibeny  1" 

"  Ay,  she  continuea  to  fee  yon,  does  she,  Timms  7  Pray,  how 
much  has  she  ^ven  you  altogether  V 

"  Not  enough  to  hmld  a  new  wing  to  (he  Astor  Library,  nor 
to  set  np  a  parson  in  a  gothio  temple ;  stdll,  enough  to  engage 
me,  heart  and  hand,  in  her  serrice.  Vast  and  last,  my  receipts 
have  been  a  thousand  dollars,  besides  money  for  the  outlays." 

"  Which  have  amounted  to         " 

"  More  than  aa  much  more.  Ibis  is  a  matter  of  life  and 
death,  you  know,  sir;  and  prices  rise  accordingly.  All  I  Iiavc 
received  has  been  handed  to  me  either  in  gold  or  in  good  current 
paper.  The  first  troubled  me  a  good  deal ;  for  I  was  not  certain 
some  more  pieces  might  not  be  recognized,  though  they  were  all 
eagles  and  half-eagles." 

"  Has  any  such  recognition  occorred  7"  demanded  Dooscomb, 
with  intereaL 

"  To  be  frank  with  you,  'Sqture  Dunscomb,  I  sent  the  money 
to  town  at  once,  and  set  it  afloat  in  the  great  ooirent  in  Wall 
Street,  where  it  could  do  ndther  good  nor  harm  on  the  trial.  It 
would  have  been<very  green  in  me  to  pay  out  the  precise  ooiii 
among  the  people  of  Duke's.  No  one  could  say  what  might 
have  been  the  consequencea." 

"  It  is  not  very  easy  for  me  to  foretell  the  consequences  of  the 

■ubatjtutea  which,  it  seems,  you  did  use.     A  fee  to  a  counsel  1 

can  understand;  but  what  the  deuce  you  have  done,  legally, 

nth  a  thousand  dollars  mtof-doors,  exceeds  my  penet-.-atioti 
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I  tnist  yoa  have  not  been  attempting  to  purchase  jarois, 
rimms  ?" 

"  Not  I,  dr.  I  know  the  penalties  too  well,  to  Tenture  on  suoh 
K  defence.  Besides,  it  is  too  soon  to  attempt  that  game.  Jnron 
may  be  bought;  sometimea  are  bought,  I  have  heard  say" — hero 
Titnms  screwed  np  his  face  into  a  most  significant  mimicry  of 
disapprobation  —  "bnt  /have  done  nothing  of  the  sort  in  tho 
'  State  vs.  Mary  MonsoD.'  It  is  too  soon  to  operate,  even  should 
the  testimony  drive  ns  to  that,  in  the  long  ran." 

"  I  forbid  all  illegal  meaaures,  Timms.  You  know  my  rule  of 
trpng  causes  is  never  to  overstep  the  limits  of  the  law." 

"Yes,  sir;  I  understand  your  principle,  which  will  angwer, 
provided  both  ddes  slick  to  it.  But,  let  a  man  act  as  close  to 
what  is  called  bones^  as  he  pleaso,  what  certainty  has  he  tliat 
nis  adversary  will  observe  the  same  rule  ?  This  is  the  great 
difficulty  I  find  in  getting  along  in  the  world,  'Squire ;  oppositdoa 
npsets  all  a  man's  best  intentloDa.  Now,  in  politics,  dr,  there  ia 
no  man  in  the  country  better  disposed  to  uphold  respectable  can- 
didates and  joet  principles  than  I  am  myself;  but  the  otber  side 
squeeze  ds  up  so  tight,  that  before  the  election  comes  off,  I  'm 
ready  to  vote  for  tbe  devil,  rather  than  get  the  worst  of  it." 

"Ay,  that's  the  wicked  man's  excuse  all  over  the  world, 
Timms.  In  voting  for  the  gentleman  you  have  just  mentjooed, 
you  will  remember  yon  are  sustaining  tha  enemy  of  your  race, 
whatever  may  be  hia  particular  relation  to  his  par^.  But  in  this 
affitir  at  Biberry,  you  will  please  to  remember  it  is  not  an  eleo 
tion,  nor  is  the  devil  a  candidate.  What  success  have  you  bad 
with  the  testimony?" 

"  There  's  an  abstract  of  it,  sir;  and  a  pret^  mess  it  is  I  So 
far  as  I  can  see,  we  shall  have  to  rest  entirely  OD  the  witnessef 
jf  the  State ;  for  I  can  get  Dothing  out  of  the  accused." 

"  Does  she  still  insist  on  her  dlenoe,  in  respect  of  t^e  past?'' 

"  As  close  as  if  she  had  been  bom  dumb.     I  have  told  her  in 
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tlie  strongest  language  that  her  life  depends  on  her  appearing  he 
(ore  the  jury  vith  a  p1^  tale  and  a  good  character ;  but  she  «ill 
help  me  to  neither.     I  never  bad  such  a,  client  before — " 

"Open-handed,  you  mean,  I  suppose,  Timms?" 

"In  that  partic'lar,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  she  Is  just  what  the 
profession  likes  — liberal,  and  pays  down.  Of  coarse,  I  am  so 
much  the  more  anxious  to  do  all  I  can  in  her  case ;  but  she  vill 
DO*  let  me  serve  her." 

"  There  must  be  some  strong  reason  for  all  this  reserve,  Timms 
—  Have  yon  questioned  the  Swiss  mud,  that  my  nie-je  sent  tc 
her.  We  know  her,  and  it  would  seem  that  she  knows  Maiy 
Monson.  Here  is  bo  obvious  a  way  of  coming  at  the  past,  I 
trust  you  have  spoken  to  her?" 

"  She  will  not  let  me  say  a  word  to  the  maid.  There  they  live 
together,  chatter  with  one  another  from  morning  to  nighty  in 
French,  that  nobody  understands ;  but  will  sec  no  one  but  me, 
and  me  only  in  public,  as  it  might  be." 

"  In  public ! — You  have  not  asked  for  private  interviews,  eh  I 
Timms?  Bemember  your  views  npon  the  county,  and  the  great 
danger  there  is  of  the  electors'  finding  you  out" 

"  I  well  know,  'Squire  Dunseontb,  that  your  opinion  of  mc  is 
not  very  flattering  in  some  partic'lars;  while  in  others  I  think 
yon  place  me  pretty  well  np  the  ladder.  As  for  eld  Buke's,  I 
believe  I  stand  as  well  in  that  county  as  any  man  in  it,  now  the 
Revolutionary  patriots  jire  nearly  gone.  So  long  as  any  of  them 
Usted,  we  modem  fellows  had  no  chance;  and  the  way  in  which 
relics  were  brought  to  light  was  wonderful !  If  Washington  only 
had  an  army  one-tenth  as  strong  as  these  patriots  make  it  out  to 
be,  he  would  have  driven  tie  British  from  the  coantry  years 
fooncr  than  it  was  actually  done.  Luckily,  my  grandiather  did 
oerve  a  short  tour  of  duty  in  that  war;  and  my  own  father  was  a 
captain  of  militia  in  1814,  lying  out  on  Harlem  Heights  and 
Harlem  Common,  most  of  the  &11;  wbon  and  where  he  oau^t 
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the  rheumatiKm.     This  was  no  bad  capital  to  start  upon ;  and, 
though  you  treat  it  lightly,  'Squire,  I  'm  a  feTOuiite  la  tbe  conntj 

"  Nobody  doubta  it,  Timma ;  or  can  doubt  it,  if  he  knew  the 
Liatoiy  of  these  matters.  Let  me  see — I  believe  I  first  heard  of 
you  as  a  Temperance  Lecturer  ?" 

"Excuse  me;  I  began  with  the  Common  Schools,  on  which  1 
lectured  with  soma  success,  one  whole  season.  Then  came  the 
Temperance  cause,  out  of  which,  I  will  own,  not  a  little  capital 
was  made." 

"And  do  you  stop  there,  Timms;  or  do  you  ride  some  other 
hobby  into  power?" 

"It  'a  my  way,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  to  try  all  sorts  of  med'cines. 
Some  folks  that  wunt  touch  rhubarb  wiU  swallow  salts;  and  all 
palates  must  be  satisfied.  Free  Sile  and  Emancipaljoa  Doctrinen 
are  coming  greatly  into  fitvour;  but  they  are  ticklish  things,  th&t 
cut  like  a  two-edged  sword,  and  I  do  not  fancy  meddling  with 
them.  There  are  about  as  many  opposed  to  meddling  with  slavery 
in  the  free  Stat«s,  as  there  are  in  &Tour  of  it.  I  wish  I  knew 
your  sentiments,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  on  this  subject.  I  've  always 
fbnnd  your  doctrines  touching  the  Constitution  to  be  sound,  and 
Rich  as  would  stand  examination." 

"  The  constitutional  part  of  the  qoesllon  is  very  simple,  and 
presents  no  difficulties  whatever,"  returned  the  coonsellor,  squint- 
ing  through  the  ruby  of  his  glass,  with  an  old-bachelor  sort  of 
delight,  "  except  for  those  who  have  special  ends  to  obtain." 

"  Has,  or  has  not,  Congress  a  legal  right  to  enact  laws  prerent- 
mg  the  admisKon  of.  slaves  into  California?" 

"  Congress  has  the  legal  right  to  govern  any  of  its  territories 
Jespotically ;  of  course,  to  admit  or  to  receive  what  it  may  please 
within  their  limits.  The  resident  d  a  territory  is  not  a  citizen, 
and  has  no  legal  claim  to  be  so  oonadered.  California,  as  a  con- 
querod  territoiy,  may  be  thus  governed  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
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unless  fhe  treaty  of  cession  places  some  reatrictioas  on  thu  autho- 
rity of  the  conqueror.  A  great  deal  of  absurdity  is  afloat  among 
tl')se  who  should  know  bett«r,  touchiug  the  powers  of  government 
in  this  country.  Yon,  yotueelf,  aie  one  of  those  fellows,  Timms, 
who  get  tbings  npside-aown,  and  &ucy  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
looked  into  for  eveiything." 

"And  is  it  not,  'Sqnire? — that  is,  in  the  way  of  theory — in 
practice,  I  know  it  is  a  very  difierent  matter.  Are  we  not  to  look 
into  the  Constitution  for  all  the  powers  of  the  gOTemment?" 

"  Of  the  gavemmenl,  perhaps,  Jn  one  sense — but  not  for  thoM 
of  the  nation.  Whence  come  the  powers  to  make  war  and  peaoe, 
to  form  treaties  and  alliances,  maintain  armies  and  naviee,  coin 
money,  &c.  7" 

"  You  '11  find  them  all  in  the  Constitution,  as  I  read  it,  sir." 

''  There  is  just  your  mistake ;  and  connected  with  it  are  most 
of  the  errors  that  are  floating  about  in  our  political  world.  The 
anmtry  gets  its  legal  right  to  do  all  these  things  from  the  laws 
of  nations;  tiie  Constitution  merely  saying  wAo  ehall  be  ite  agenta 
in  the  esercise  of  these  powers.  Thus  war  is  rendered  legal  by 
the  custom  of  nations;  and  the  Constitution  says  Congress  shall 
declare  war.  It  also  says  Congress  shall  pass  all  laws  that  be< 
come  necessary  to  carry  oot  this  power.  It  follows.  Congress 
may  pass  any  law  that  has  a  lef^timate  mm  to  secute  a  conquest. 
Nor  is  this  all  the  functionaries  of  the  government  can  do,  on 
general  principles,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  provisions  by  a 
direct  law.  The  latter  merely  supersedes  or  directs  the  power 
)f  the  former.  The  Constitution  guarantees  nothing  to  the  ter- 
ritories. They  are  strictiy  subject,  and  may  be  governed  abso> 
lutely.  The  only  protection  of  their  people  is  in  the  sympa^y 
uid  habits  of  the  people  of  the  Slates.  We  ^re  them  political 
liberty,  not  as  of  legal  necessity,  but  as  a  boon  to  which  they  an 
sntitled  m  good  fellowship — or  as  the  &ther  ptondea  for  his 
children." 
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"  Then  ;ou  think  GongresB  has  power  to  exclude  Ekvorj  froiE 
California  V 

"  I  can't  ima^ng  a  greater  legal  abanrditj-  than  to  deny  it  I 
tee  no  nse  in  any  legislation  on  the  subject,  as  a  matter  of  prac- 
lice,  since  California  will  shortly  dedde  on  this  interest  for  itself} 
bat,  as  a  right  in  theoiy,  it  strikes  me  to  be  madness  to  deny 
that  the  government  of  tlie  United  States  has  iiill  power  over  all 
its  territories]  both  on  general  princjplee  and  under  the  Constitu- 
tion." 

«  And  in  the  Deestrict — you  hold  to  the  same  power  in  the 
Deestrict?" 

"Beyond  a  question.  Congress  can  abolish  domestic  servitude 
or  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  it  shall  see  fit 
The  tiglU  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon-day." 

"  If  these  are  your  opinions,  'Sqnire,  I  '11  go  for  Pree  Sile  and 
Abolitdon  in  the  DeestricL  They  have  a  popular  cry,  and  take 
wonderinlly  well  in  Duke's,  and  wiU  build  me  up  oonsiderable. 
I  like  to  be  right;  bu^  most  of  all,  I  like  to  be  strong." 

"  If  you  adopt  such  a  course,  yon  will  espouse  trouble  without 
any  dower,  and  that  will  be  worse  than  McBrain's  three  irivcs ; 
and,  what  is  more,  in  the  instance  of  the  District,  you  wiU  be 
guilty  of  an  act  of  oppiesuon.  You  will  remember  that  the 
possesion  of  a  legal  power  to  do  a  partacnlar  thing,  does  not  infer 
a  moral  ri^t  to  eserdse  it.  As  respects  your  Free  SoU,  it  may 
be  well  to  put  down  a  foot ;  and,  so  &r  as  votes  legally  used  can 
be  thrown,  to  prevent  the  farther  extension  of  s]^very.  In  this 
respect  you  are  right  enough,  and  will  be  sostuned  by  an  over- 
whelming n^jority  of  the  nation;  bu^  when  it  comes  to  the 
IMstrict,  the  question  has  several  ddes  to  it" 

"  Yon  said  yourself,  'Squire,  that  Congress  has  all  power  to 
■egislate  for  the  Deestrict?" 

"  No  doubt  it  has  —  but  the  posseasiou  of  a  power  does  no< 
Dweaearily  imply  its  use.     We  have  power,  as  a  nation,  to  maki 


trai  OD  little  Portugal,  and  crush  her;  but  it  wculd  be  very 
(ricked  to  do  so.  When  a  member  of  Congress  votes  on  anj 
question  that  strictly  applies  to  tbe  District,  he  should  reason 
precisely  as  if  his  coustjtuenta  all  lived  in  the  District  itself 
You  will  understand,  Timma,  that  liberty  is  closely  connected 
vrith  practice,  and  is  not  a  mere  creature  of  phrases  and  pro- 
feasionB.  What  more  intolerable  tyranny  could  exist  than  to  have 
a  man  elected  by  New  Yorkers  legislating  for  the  !Kstrict  on 
Btrictly  New  York  policy ;  or,  if  yon  will,  on  New  York  prejudices? 
If  tbe  people  of  the  IKstrict  wish  to  get  rid  of  tbe  institotaon 
of  domestic  slavery,  tbeie  are  ways  for  ascertaining  the  fact ;  and 
once  assured  of  that,  Congress  onght  to  give  t^e  required  reliefl 
But  in  fi-aming  suob  a  law,  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
violate  tbe  comity  of  the  Union.  Tbe  comity  of  nations  is,  in 
practice,  a  portjon  of  their  laws,  and  is  respected  as  such ;  bow 
moch  more,  then,  ought  we  to  respect  this  comity  in  mana^Qg 
the  relations  between  the  several  States  of  this  Union !" 

"Yes,  the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union,"  laying  emphasis 
on  the  word  we  have  italicized. 

"  Pshaw  —  they  are  no  more  sovereign  than  you  and  I  are  so 
vereign." 

"Not  sovereign,  sir !"  exclaimed  Timms,  actually  jumping  to 
his  feet  in  astonishment ;  "  why  this  is  agmnst  the  National  Faith 
■ — contrary  to  all  the  theories." 

"  Something  so,  I  must  confess  j  yet  verf  good  common  sense. 
If  there  be  a^y  sovereignty  left  in  the  Shttea,  it  is  the  very 
minimum,  and  a  thing  of  show,  rather  than  of  substance.  If 
you  will  look  at  tbe  Constitution,  yon  will  find  that  the  equa 
pgpresentatdoD  of  tbe  States  in  the  Senate  is  the  only  right  of 
wvereign  character  that  b  left  to  the  members  of  tbe  Uniop 
separate  and  apart  from  their  confederated  conunnQities." 

Tinuns  rubbed  his  brows,  and  seemed  to  be  in  some  mental 
trouble.    Tbe  doctrine  of  the  "Sovereign  States"  is  soveiyoom 


iLon,  ao  &imliar  in  men's  monUiB,  that  no  one  dreami  of  dispniing 
h.    Nevertheleaa,  Bnnscomb  had  a  great  repntatjon  in  his  set,  as 

a  constitutional  lawyer;  and  the  "expounders"  were  veiy  apt  to 
Eteal  his  demonstrations,  without  giTing  him  credit  for  them.  As 
before  the  nation,  a  school-boj  would  have  carried  equal  weight ; 
but  the  direct,  vigoroas,  common-sense  arguments  that  be  brought 
h)  the  discuasiong,  as  well  as  the  onginalitj  of  his  views,  ever 
eommanded  the  profound  respect  of  the  intelligent.  Timms  had 
out  out  for  himself  a  path  by  which  he  intended  to  ascend  in  the 
scale  of  society;  and  had  industriously,  if  not  very  profoundly, 
oonudered  all  the  agitating  questions  of  the  day,  in  the  relations 
they  might  be  supposed  to  bear  to  his  espedal  interests.  He  bod 
almost  determined  to  como  out  an  abolitionist;  for  he  saw  that 
l^e  prejudices  of  the  hoor  were  dmiy  inclining  the  electors  of  the 
northern  Statffi,  more  and  more,  to  oppose  the  further  eztenuon 
of  domestic  slavery,  so  far  as  eor&ce  was  concerned,  which  was 
in  effect  preparing  the  way  for  the  final  destruction  of  the  insti- 
tution altogether.  For  Mr.  Ihanscomb,  however,  this  wily  limb 
of  the  law,  and  shilfnl  manager  of  men,  had  the  most  profound 
respect;  and  he  was  very  glad  to  draw  him  out  still  further  on  a 
subject  that  was  getting  to  he  of  such  intense  interest  to  himself, 
as  well  as  to  the  nation  at  large ;  for,  out  of  all  doubt,  it  is  (Ae 
question,  not  only  of  the  "  Hour,"  but  for  years  to  come. 

"  Well,  sir,  this  surprises  me  more  and  more.  The  States  not 
sovereign! — Why,  they  gope  all  the  power  it  possesses  to  the 
Federal  Govenimeatl" 

"  Very  true;  and  it  is  precisely  for  that  reason  they  are  not 
sovereign — that  which  is  given  away  is  no  longer  possessed.  All 
the  great  powers  of  sovereignty  are  directly  bestowed  on  the 
Union,  which  alone  possesses  them." 

"I  will  grant  you  that,  'Squire;  but  enough  is  retained  to 
lumg  either  at  us  The  deuce  is  in  it  if  that  be  not  a  sovereign 
power." 

D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


"  It  doea  not  follow  from  the  instance  cited.  Send  a  squadron 
tbroad,  and  its  officers  can  Iiang;  bat  tbey  are  not  sovereign,  for 
the  ample  reason  that  there  is  a  recognised  authority  over  them, 
which  can  increase,  sustain,  or  take  away  altogether,  any  snch 
and  all  other  power.  Thus  is  it  with  the  States.  By  a  particular 
clause,  the  Constjtution  can  be  amended,  including  all  the  Interests 
isTolved,  with  a  dngle  exception.  This  is  an  instance  in  which 
the  exception  does  strictly  prove  the  rule.  All  interests  but  the 
one  esc^ted  can  be  dealt  with,  by  a  species  of  legislation  that  ii 
higher  than  common.  The  Union  can  constitutionally  abolish 
domestic  slaveiy  altogether " 

"  It  can ! — It  would  be  the  making  of  any  political  man's  for- 
tune to  be  able  to  show  that  I" 

"Nothing  is  easier  than  to  show  it,  in  the  way  of  theory, 
Timms ;  though  nothing  would  be  harder  to  achieve,  in  the  way 
of  practJoe.  The  Constitution  can  be  legally  amended  so  as  to 
effect  this  end,  provided  majorities  in  three-fourths  of  the  States 
oan  be  obtained ;  tjiough  every  living  soul  in  the  remaining  States 
were  opposed  to  it.  That  this  is  the  just  construction  of  the 
great  fundamental  law,  as  it  has  been  solemnly  adopted,  no  dis- 
creet man  can  doubt;  though,  on  the  other  hand,  no  discreet 
person  would  think  of  attempting  such  a  measure,  as  the  vot« 
necessary  to  success  cannot  be  obtained.  To  talk  of  the  sove- 
reignly of  a  community  over  this  particular  interest,  for  instance, 
when  all  the  authority  on  the  subject  can  be  taken  from  it  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  every  man,  woman  and  child 
it  contains,  is  an  absurdity.  The  sovereignty,  as  respects  slaveiy, 
is  in  the  Union,  and  not  in  the  several  States ;  and  therein  you 
ean  see  the  fallacy  cf  oontending  that  Congress  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  iuterest,  when  Congress  can  take  the  initiative  in  alter- 
ing this  or  any  other  clause  of  the  great  national  compact." 

"  But,  the  Deestrict — the  Deestrict^  'Squire  Dnnscomb — what 
3an  and  ought  to  be  done  there?" 
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"  I  believe  in  mj  boqI,  Timms,  joa  have  an  aim  on  a  seat  in 
Congress !  Why  stop  short  of  the  Freudency  7  Men  as  little 
likely  as  yoorself  to  be  elevated  to  that  high  office  have  been 
placed  in  the  executive  chair;  and  why  not  you  as  well  as  an- 
other?" 

"  It  ia  an  office  '  neither  to  be  sought  nor  deeliaed/  said  an 
eminent  gtateatnan,"  answered  Timms,  with  a  seriousness  that 
amused  his  oompanion;  who  saw,  by  his  manner,  that  his  old 
pnpil  held  himself  in  reserve  for  the  accidents  of  political  life. 
"But,  dr,  I  am  veiy  anxious  to  get  right  on  the  aubjeot  of  the 
Daestriot"  —  Timms  pronounced  this  word  as  we  have  spelt  it — 
"and  I  know  that  if  any  man  can  set  me  right,  it  ia  yonrself." 

"  As  respects  the  District,  Mr.  Timms,  here  is  my  &ith.  It 
is  a  taritory  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  for  a  national  pur- 
pose, and  mu&t  be  regarded  as  strictly  national  property,  held 
exclusively  for  objects  that  call  all  classes  of  citizens  within  jls 
borders.  Now,  two  great  principles,  in  my  view,  should  control 
ftll  legislation  for  this  little  community.  As  I  have  said  already, 
it  would  be  tyranny  to  make  the  notions  and  policy  of  New  York 
or  Vermont  bear  on  the  legislation  of  the  District;  but,  every 
member  is  bound  to  act  strictly  as  a  representative  of  the  people 
of  the  spot  for  whom  the  law  is  intended.  If  I  were  in  Congress, 
I  would  at  any  time,  on  a  respectable  application,  vote  to  refer 
the  question  of  abolition  to  the  people  of  the  District ;  if  they 
said  ay,  I  would  say  ay;  if  no,  no.  Beyond  this  I  would  never 
go ;  nor  do  I  think  the  man  who  wishes  to  push  matters  beyond 
this,  sufficiently  respects  the  general  principles  of  representativo 
government,  or  knows  how  to  respect  the  spirit  of  the  national 
compact.  On  the  supposition  that  the  District  ask  relief  from 
the  institution  of  slavery,  great  care  should  be  observed  in  grant. 
ing  the  necessary  le^slation.  Although  the  man  in  South  Caro- 
lina has  no  more  right  to  insist  that  the  District  should  maintalu 
the  'peculi<ir  institution,'  because  his  particular  State  muntains 
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il^  than  the  'Vermontese  to  incdst  on  canTiDg  his  Oreea  Motmtaiii 
notions  into  the  IMstrict  htws;  yet  htu  the  CaroliniaQ  rights  in 
this  territory  that  muet  ever  be  respected,  let  the  general  polity 
adopted  be  what  it  maj.  Every  American  has  an  implied  right 
to  visit  the  Kstrict  on  tennfl  of  equahty.  Now,  there  would  be 
no  eqnality  if  a  law  were  passed  excluding  the  domeatics  firom 
any  portion  of  the  oonntiy.  In  the  sbve  States,  slaves  ezclu- 
nvely  perfonn  the  functions  of  domestics;  and  sweeping  abolition 
might  very  easily  introdooe  legulationi  that  would  be  nnjnst  to- 
wards the  slave-holdera.  As  refipeota  the  northern  man,  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  or  oat  of  the  District  is  purely  a  specula- 
tive quesljon;  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  sonthem.  This  shonld 
never  be  foi^tten;  and  I  always  feel  dJE^pist  when  I  hear  a 
northern  man  swagger  and  make  a  parade  of  his  morality  on  thiii 
subject." 

"  But  the  southern  men  swagger  and  make  a  parade  of  their 
chivalry,  'Squire,  on  the  other  hand !" 

"  Quite  true ;  but,  with  them,  there  is  a  strong  provocation. 
It  is  a  matter  of  hfe  and  death  to  the  sooth;  and  the  comity  of 
which  I  spohe  requires  great  moderation  on  our  port.  As  for  the 
threats  of  dissolution,  of  which  we  have  had  bo  many,  like  tlie 
cry  of  '  wolf,'  they  have  worn  themselves  out,  and  are  treated 
with  indifFerenoe." 

"The  threat  is  atill  used,  Mr.  I>unBcombI" 

"  Beyond  a  doubt,  Timms;  but  of  one  thing  you  may  rest  well 
ossnred — if  ever  there  be  a  separation  between  the  free  and  the 
slave  States  of  this  Union,  the  wedge  will  be  driven  home  by 
northern  hands ;  not  by  indirectdon,  but  coolly,  steadily,  and  with 
a  thorough  northern  determination  to  open  the  seam.  There 
will  be  no  fiias  about  chivalry,  but  the  thing  will  be  done.  I 
regard  the  measure  as  very  unlikely  to  happen,  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributaries  binding  the  States  together,  to  say  nothing  (^ 
tnoestry,  histoiy,  and  moral  ties,  in  a  way  to  render  a  nnfaire 
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rery  difficult  to  effect ;  bat,  abonld  it  coma  at  all,  relj  m  it,  it 
will  come  directly  from  the  north.  I  am  boitj  to  say  there  is  an 
impaljence  of  the  threste  and  expedients  that  have  so  much  di»- 
figured  southern  policy,  that  have  set  many  at  the  north  to  '  cal- 
culating the  valoe;'  and  thousands  may  now  he  found  where  ten 
yeais  duce  it  would  not  have  beep  easy  to  meet  viih  one,  who 
deem  separation  better  than  nnion  with  slavery.  Still,  the 
general  feeling  of  the  norA  is  pasdve;  and  I  tmat  it  will  so  con- 

"  Look  at  the  laws  for  the  reooveiy  of  fii^tivcs,  'Squire,  dud 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  administered." 

"  Bad  enough,  I  giant  yoo,  and  full  of  a  want  of  good  fiutiL 
(}o  to  the  bottom  of  this  subject,  Timms,  or  let  it  alone  altoge- 
ther. Some  men  will  tell  yon  that  slaveiy  is  a  sin,  and  contrai^ 
to  revealed  religion.  This  I  hold  to  be  quite  untrue.  At  all 
events,  if  it  be  a  sin,  it  is  a  on  to  g^ve  the  son  the  rich  inherit- 
ance of  the  &£her,  instead  of  dividing  it  among  the  poor;  to  eat 
a  dinner  while  a  hnngrier  man  than  yourself  is  within  sound  of 
yonr  voice;  or,  indeed,  to  do  anythingthat  is  necessary  and  agree- 
able, when  the  act  may  be  still  more  necessary  to,  or  confer  greater 
pleasnre  on,  another.  I  believe  in  a  Frovidenoe ;  and  I  make 
little  doubt  that  African  slavery  id  an  important  feature  in  Qod'a 
Laws,  instead  of  being  disobedience  to  them.  — But  enough  of 
this,  Timms — you  will  court  popularity,  which  is  yonr  Archime. 
dean  lever,  and  forget  all  I  tell  you.  Is  Hat;  Monson  in  greater 
(avoor  now  than  when  I  last  saw  you?" 

"  The  question  is  not  easily  answered,  sir.  She  pays  well,  and 
money  is  a  powerful  screw  1" 

"  I  do  not  inquire  what  you  do  with  her  money,"  swd  Duns- 
oomb,  with  the  evasion  of  a  man  who  knew  that  it  would  not  do 
to  probe  every  weak  spot  in  morals,  any  more  than  it  wonld  du 
lO  inflame  the  diseases  of  the  body;  '^but,  I  own,  I  should  like 
to  know  if  onr  client  has  any  suspdans  of  its  useef" 


Timing  now  oast  &  fiirtiTe  glance  behind  lum,  and  edged  hip 
ebajr  nea>%r  to  liis  oompanion,  in  a  oonfidentdal  vay,  aa  if  1m 
would  tn°t  Aim  with  a  private  opnion  that  he  should  keep  reti< 
^ously  from  aJl  otheni. 

"  Not  only  docs  she  know  all  about  it,"  he  answered,  with  s 
knowing  inclination  of  the  head,  "  but  she  enters  into  the  a^r, 
heart  and  band.  To  mj  great  surprise,  she  has  even  made  two 
w  three  BOggestioita  that  were  oajutal  in  their  way  1  Capital  I 
yes,  BVt ;  quite  oajntal  I  If  you  were  not  so  stiff  in  your  practice, 
'Squire,  I  should  delight  to  tell  you  all  about  it  She's  sharp, 
you  may  depend  on  it  I     She  'a  wonderfiilly  sharp  1" 

"  What  1  —  That  refined,  lady-like,  accomplished  young  wo- 

"  She  baa  an  accompUshment  or  two  you  Ve  never  dreamed 
0^  'Squire.  I  'd  pit  ber  ag'in  the  sharpest  praotititHier  in  Duke's, 
and  she  'd  oome  out  ahead.  I  thought  I  knew  something  of  4>i«> 
paring  a  cause  j  but  she  has  given  binta  that  will  be  worth  more 
to  me  than  all  ber  fees  I" 

"  You  do  not  mean  that  she  shows  experience  in  snob  pra<y 
lices?" 

"  Perhaps  not  It  seems  more  like  mother-wit,  I  acknowledge ; 
but  it 's  molber-wit  of  the  bright^  sort.  She  understands  them 
reporters  by  instinot,  aa  it  mi^t  be.  What  is  more,  she  backi 
all  her  suggestions  wilb  gold,  or  current  bank-notes." 

"And  where  can  she  get  so  much  moneyf" 

"  That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you,"  returned  Timms,  opening 
some  papers  belon^ng  to  the  cue,  and  laying  them  a  little  form- 
ally before  the  senior  counsel,  to  invite  hia  particular  attention. 
"  I  've  never  thought  it  advisable  to  aak  the  question." 

"  Timms,  you  do  not,  cannot  think  Mary  Mouson  guilty  f " 

"  I  never  go  beyond  the  neoessaiy  facts  of  a  case ;  and  my 
tiinnion  ia  of  no  consequence  whatever.  We  are  employed  to 
defend  her;  and  the  counsel  for  the  State  are  not  abovt  to  get  a 
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verdict  without  some  working  for  it.     That 's  mj  confidence  ir 
these  matters,  'Squire  Danacomb." 

Dunscomb  asked  do  more  qnestions.  He  tumc4  gloomily  tc 
the  papers,  shoved  hia  glasa  acdde,  aa  if  it  gave  him  pleasure  no 
longer,  and  be^n  to  read.  For  near  faar  hours  he  and  [Hmnifl 
were  eamcstly  engaged  in  preparing  a  brief,  and  in  otberwias 
getting  the  oanee  ready  fcr  tnai. 
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CHAPTER  xn. 

Hid.  O,  that  inj  prsjera  could  such  aSection  more  I 
Htr.  Tie  more  I  hale,  the  more  he  fiillom  me. 
HtL  The  mors  1  lore,  Ihe  more  he  hatelh  me. 
Her.  His  fiitlj,  Helena,  is  no  faiiill  of  mine. 

iiidttanmrr  Night'*  Drtata. 

While  Btmaoomb  and  Timms  were  thus  employed,  the  jouDget 
members  of  the  party  very  natorally  Boitght  modes  of  entertun- 
meat  Oiat  were  more  in  confonnity  vith  tbetr  tastes  and  years. 
Joha  Wilmeter  bad  been  invited  to  be  present  at  the  oonsull»- 
tioD ;  bat  his  old  feeling  were  rerived,  and  he  found  a  pleaauro 
in  being  vitli  Anna  tliat  induced  hi'm  to  disregard  the  reqnest. 
His  Eoslei  and  his  Mend  were  nov  betrothed,  and  they  had 
glided  off  along  one  of  the  pretty  paths  of  the  Battlettap 
woods,  in  a  way  that  is  so  very  common  to  persons  in  their  ritua- 
tion.  This  left  Jack  alone  vith  Anna.  The  latter  was  timid, 
shy  even;  while  the  former  was  diongbtfoL  Sdll,  it  was  doI 
eaxy  to  separate;  and  Uiey,  too>  almost  unconsdonsly  to  them 
selves,  were  soon  walking  in  that  pleasant  wood,  following  on* 
<£  its  broadest  and  most  frequented  paths,  however. 

John,  naturally  enough,  imputed  the  thonghtfulneBS  of  his 
Dompanion  to  the  event  of  the  morning;  and  he  spoke  kindly  ta 
ber,  and  with  a  gentle  delicacy  cm  the  eubjeot,  that  more  than 
once  compelled  the  warm-hearted  girl  to  stm^le  against  her 
teais.  After  he  had  said  enough  on  this  to^ao,  the  young  man 
followed  the  current  of  his  own  thoughts,  and  spoke  of  her  he 
had  left  in  the  gaol  of  Biheny. 
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"  HcT  case  is  most  extraordinary,"  oontiaaed  John,  "  and  it 
has  excited  our  liveliest  sympathy.  By  ours,  I  mean  the  disia- 
lereated  and  intelligent ;  for  tbe  vulgar  prejudice  is  strong  against 
her.  Sarah,  or  even  joureelf,  Anna"  —  his  companion  looted 
more  like  hexBelf,  at  this  implied  compliment,  than  she  had  done 
before  that  day — "  could  not  seem  less  likely  to  be  guilty  of  any- 
thing  wrong,  than  this  Mies  Monson ;  yet  she  atanda  indicted, 
and  is  to  be  tried  for  murder  and  arson  1  To  me,  it  seems  mon- 
Btroua  to  suspect  such  a  person  of  crimes  so  hwions." 

Anna  remained  mlent  half  a  minute;  for  she  had  sufficient 
good  sense  to  know  that  appeai»iceB,  anless  connected  with  facts, 
ought  to  have  no  great  weight  in  forming  an  opinion  of  guilt  or 
innocence.  As  Jack  evidently  expected  an  answer,  however,  his 
companion  made  %n  effort  to  speak. 

"  Does  she  say  nothing  of  her  friends,  nor  express  a  wish  to 
have  them  informed  of  her  utuation?"  Anna  succeeded  in 

"  Not  a  syllable.    I  could  not  speak  to  her  on  the  subject,  you 

"  Why  not?"  demanded  Anna,  quickly. 

"  Why  not  ? — Yott  've  no  notion,  Anna,  of  the  kind  of  person 
this  Miss  Monson  is.  Tou  cannot  talk  to  Aer  as  yon  would  to  an 
every-day  sort  of  young  lady;  and,  now  she  is  in  such  distress, 
one  is  naturally  more  cautioua  about  saying  anyttung  to  add  to 
her  Borrow." 

"  Yes,  I  can  understand  that,"  returned  the  generous-minded 
girl ;  "  and  I  think  you  are  very  right  to  remember  all  this,  on 
every  occasion.  StdU,  it  is  so  natural  for  a  female  to  lean  on  her 
Iriends,  in  every  great  emergency,  1  cannot  but  wonder  that  your 

"  Don't  call  her  my  ctieni,  Anna,  I  beg  of  yon.  I  hate  the 
word  as  applied  to  this  lady.  If  I  serve  her  in  any  degree,  it  ia 
■wlely  as  a  friend.     The  same  feeling  prevails  with  Uncle  Tom ; 
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for  I  andcrstaud  he  has  not  received  a  cent  of  Misa  Monsoa'l 
money,  though  she  ia  liberal  of  it  to  profiieenesa.  Timma  is 
tctuallj  getting  rich  on  it." 

"  Is  it  uauftl  for  you  gentlemen  of  the  bar  to  give  their  ser- 
vices gratuitously  to  those  who  can  pay  for  tliem  ?" 

"  As  far  from  it  as  poesible,"  returned  Jack,  laughing.  "  We 
look  to  the  main  chance  like  bo  many  merchants  or  brokers,  and 
seldom  open  our  mouths  without  shutting  our  hearts.  But  thi^ 
is  a  case  altogether  out  of  the  common  rule ;  and  Mr.  Dunscomb 
works  for  love,  and  not  for  money." 

Had  Anna  cared  less  for  John  Wilmeter,  she  might  have  said 
iomcthing  clever  about  the  nephew's  being  in  the  same  category 
as  the  uncle ;  but  her  feelings  were  too  deeply  interested  to  suffer 
her  even  to  think  what  would  seem  to  her  profane.  A&xn  a  mo- 
meat's  pause,  therefore,  she  quietly  said — 

"  I  believe  you  have  intimated  that  Mr.  Timms  is  not  quite  so 
iliainterested?" 

"Not  he — Miss  Monson  has  ^ven  him  fees  amounting  to  a 
thousand  dollars,  by  lus  own  admisfdon ;  and  the  fellow  has  had 
the  conscience  to  take  the  money.  I  have  remonstrated  about 
his  fleecing  a  friendless  woman  in  this  extravagant  manner;  but 
ho  laughs  in  my  face  for  my  piuns.  Timms  has  good  poinbi,  but 
honesty  is  not  one  of  them.  He  says  no  woman  can  be  friendless 
who  has  a  pretty  face,  and  a  pocket  full  of  money," 

"  You  can  hardly  call  a  person  unfncnded  who  has  so  much 
money  at  command,  John,"  Anna  answered  with  timidity;  but 
not  without  manifest  interest  in  the  subject.  "  A  thousand  dollars 
sounds  tike  a  large  sum  to  me  I" 

"  It  is  a  good  deal  of  money  for  a  fee ;  though  much  m  }ro  is 
sometimes  given.  I  dare  eay  Misa  Monson  would  have  gladly 
^ven  the  same  to  uncle  Tom,  if  he  would  have  taken  it  Tiuuni 
told  me  that  she  proposed  ofibriug  as  mnch  to  him ;  but  be  per 
suoded  her  to  wait  until  the  trial  was  over." 
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"And  where  does  all  this  money  come  from,  John?" 
"  I  'm  Bure  I  do  not  know — ^I  am  not  at  all  in  Misa  Mu^ison'a 
Minfidence ;  on  her  pecuniary  affiurs,  at  leoat.  Sbe  doet  bcnoui 
me  BO  mnch  aa  to  consolt  me  about  her  trial  ocoamonallyj  it  is 
trne;  bat  to  me  she  has  never  alluded  to  money,  exqept  to  aak 
me  to  obtain  change  for  huge  notes.  I  do  not  Bee  anytiiing  bo 
very  wonderful  in  «  lady's  having  money.  Ton,  who  are  a,  sort 
of  heiress  yourself,  ought  to  know  that." 

"  I  do  not  get  money  in  thousands,  I  can  assure  you,  Jock ; 
nor  do  I  think  that  I  have  it  to  get.  I  believe  my  whole  income 
would  not  much  more  than  meet  the  expenditure  of  this  strange 

"Do  not  call  her  icoman,' Anna;  it  pains  me  to  hear  you  speak 
of  her  in  anch  terms." 

"I  beg  her  pardon  and  yours,  Jack;  but  I  meant  no  disrc- 
Bpect     We  are  all  women." 

"  I  know  it  is  foolish  to  feel  nervons  on  sach  a  subject;  but  1 
cannot  help  it.  One  oonnects  so  many  ideas  of  vulgarity  and 
crime,  with  prisons,  and  indictments,  and  trials,  that  we  are  apt 
to  suppose  all  who  are  accused  to  belong  to  the  oommouer  classes. 
Such  is  not  the  fhot  with  Miss  Monson,  I  can  assure  you.  Not 
even  Sarah — nay,  not  even  younelf,  my  dear  Anna,  can  pretoud 
to  more  decided  marks  of  refinement  and  educadon.  I  do  not 
know  a  more  distinguished  young  woman " 

"  There,  Jack;  now  you  call  her  a  woman  yourself,"  interrupted 
Anna,  a  little  arehly ;  secretly  delighted  at  the  compliment  she 
bad  just  heard. 

"  Yoang  woman — anybody  can  say  thai,  you  know,  without 
implying  anything  common  or  vulgar;  and  leoman  too,  some- 
times. I  do  not  know  how  it  was ;  but  I  did  not  exactly  like 
the  word  as  yon  happened  to  use  it  I  believe  close  and  long 
watching  is  making  me  ncrvoos;  and  I  mn  not  qtute  as  much 
myself  aa  usoaL" 
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Anna  gave  a  very  soft  sigli,  and  ttal  seemed  to  sfibid  htt 
relief,  though  it  was  soaicely  andible;  tiiea  she  condnuod  Hie 
nibject. 

"  How  old  is  this  ertraordinaij  young  lady  f '  the  demanded, 
KATce  speaking  load  enough  to  be  heard. 

"Old  I  How  can  I  tell  f  Sheie  very  youthful  in  appearanoe; 
but,  from  the  NnmmBtanoe  of  her  having  so  mnch  money  at 
command,  I  take  it  for  granted  she  is  of  age.  The  law  now  gives 
to  every  woman  the  Aill  eommand  of  all  het  property,  even  though 
married,  aflei  she  beoome  of  age." 

"  Which  I  trnat  yon  find  a  very  proper  attention  to  the  rights 
of  our  sexl" 

"  I  care  very  little  about  it;  Ihongh  Unde  Tom  says  it  is  of  a 
piece  with  all  onr  late  New  York  lej^slatdon." 

"  Mr.  DoDscomb,  like  most  elderly  persons,  has  little  taste  tor 
change." 

"  It  is  not  that  He  thinks  that  minds  of  an  ordinaiy  stamp 
ire  running  away  with  the  conceit  QuA  they  are  on  the  road  of 
progress }  and  that  most  of  our  recent  improvements,  as  &6f  are 
called,  are  marked  by  empiridsm.  This  'tea-onp  law/  as  he 
terms  it,  will  set  the  women  above  their  husbands,  and  create  two 
sets  of  interests  where  there  ought  to  be  but  one." 

"  Yes;  I  am  aware  such  is  his  opinion.  He  remarked,  the 
day  he  bronght  home  my  mother's  settlemeot  for  the  sigDatores, 
that  it  was  the  most  tjcklish  part  of  his  profession  to  prepare  each 
papers.  I  remember  one  of  his  observations,  which  sfmck  mo  as 
being  very  just." 

"Which  you  mean  to  repeat  to  me,  Anna?" 

"  Certunly,  John,  if  yon  wish  to  hear  it,"  returned  a  gentle 
voice,  coming  from  one  unaccustomed  to  refuse  any  of  the  reason* 
able  requests  of  this  particnlar  applicant  "The  remark  of  Mr. 
Dunaoomb  was  this :  —  He  said  that  most  &mi]y  misunderatand- 
ings  grew  out  of  money;  and  he  thought  it  nnwiM  to  set  it  tq^ 
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u  K  boue  of  contention  between  nuui  and  wife.  Where  tliere  wu 
M  dose  B  nnion  in  all  other  matters,  le  thought  there  might 
iafely  be  a  communis  of  interests  in  thia  respect.  He  saw  no 
Bofficient  reason  for  altering  the  old  law,  which  had  the  great 
merit  of  having  been  tried." 

"  Uo  could  hardi;  persoade  rich  fittbera,  and  vigilant  guardians, 
who  have  the  interests  of  heiresses  to  look  a^r,  to  subscribe  to 
all  his  notions.  They  say  that  it  is  better  to  make  a  provision 
ag!UD8t  imprudence  and  misfortune,  by  settling  a  wonum's  fortune 
ou  herself,  in  a  oountiy  where  speculation  tempts  so  many  to 

"  I  do  not  object  to  anything  that  may  have  an  eye  to  an  evil 
day,  provided  it  be  done  openly  and  honestly.  But  the  income 
should  be  common  property,  and  like  all  that  belongs  to  a  &mily, 
should  pass  nnder  the  control  of  its  head." 

"  It  is  very  liberal  in  you  to  say  and  think  this,  Anna  I" 

"  It  is  what'  every  woman,  who  has  a  true  woman's  hearty 
oould  wish,  and  would  do.  For  myself,  I  would  marry  no  man 
whom  I  did  not  respect  and  look  up  to  in  most  things;  and 
surely,  if  I  gave  him  my  heart  and  my  hand,  I  could  wish  to 
give  him  as  moeh  control  over  my  means  as  drcomstances  would 
at  all  allow.  It  might  be  pmdent  to  provide  ag^nst  misfortune 
by  means  of  settlements;  but  this  mnch  done,  I  feel  certain  it 
would  afford  me  the  greatest  delight  to  commit  all  that  I  conld 
to  a  husband's  keeping." 

"  Suppose  that  husband  were  a  spendthrift,  and  wasted  your 
estate?" 

"  He  could  waste  but  the  income,  were  there  a  setdement;  and 
I  would  rather  share  the  consequences  of  his  imprudence  with 
him,  than  sit  aloof  in  selfish  enjoyment  of  that  in  wluoh  he  did 
sot  partake." 

All  this  sounded  very  well  in  John's  ears ;  and  he  knew  Anna 
Updyko  too  well  to  suppose  she  did  rot  fully  mean  all  that  ihe 
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add  He  woLdercd  what  might  be  Marj  Monsou's  views  on  Hits 
subjeet. 

"  It  is  possible  for  tho  husband  to  partake  of  the  wife's  wealth, 
even  when  he  does  not  commnnd  it,"  the  young  man  resumed, 
anxious  to  hear  what  more  Anna  migbt  have  to  say. 

"  What !  as  a  dependant  on  her  bounty  7  No  woman  who  ny 
Bpects  herself  could  wiab  to  see  ber  bnsband  so  degraded;  nay, 
no  fomale,  who  has  a  true  woman's  heart,  would  ever  consent  to 
place  the  man  to  wbom  Bbe  has  ^ven  her  band,  in  so  false  a 
position.  It  is  for  tbe  woman  to  be  dependent  on  Ibe  man,  and 
not  the  man  on  tbe  woman.  I  agree  fully  with  Hr.  Bunsoomb, 
wben  he  says  that '  ulken  knots  are  too  delicate  to  be  mdely  un- 
done by  dollars.'  The  &mi1y  in  which  tbe  head  has  to  ask  the 
wife  for  tbe  money  that  is  to  support  it,  must  soon  go  wrong;  as 
it  is  placing  tbe  weaker  vessel  uppermost" 

"  Yon  would  make  a  CE^ital  wife,  Anna,  if  these  are  really 
your  opinions  1" 

Anna  blushed,  and  almost  repented  of  her  generous  wannth; 
but,  being  perfectly  sincere,  she  would  not  deny  her  sentiments. 

"  They  ought  to  be  the  opinion  of  every  wife,"  she  answered. 
"  I  could  not  endure  to  see  tbe  man  to  wbom  I  could  wish  on  all 
occasions  to  look  up,  sobciting  tbe  means  on  which  we  both  sub- 
tasted.  It  would  be  my  delight^  if  I  bad  money  and  be  had  none, 
to  pour  all  into  bis  lap,  and  then  come  and  ask  of  him  as  much 
as  was  necessary  to  my  comfort" 

"  If  he  had  the  soul  of  a  man  he  would  not  wait  to  be  asked, 
but  would  endeavour  to  anticipate  your  smallest  wanla.  I  be- 
lieve you  ato  right,  and  that  happiness  is  best  seenred  by  confi. 
Jence," 

"  And  in  not  reversing  the  laws  of  nature.  Wby  do  womeu 
vow  to  obey  and  honour  their  bnsbands,  if  they  are  to  retain  tbem 
as  dependants  ?  I  declare,  John  Wilmeter,  I  should  almost  de- 
spise tbe  man  who  could  consent  to  live  with  me  on  any  teniii 


TUE     WAYS     OP     THE      HOUR.  liOt 

but  tliose  in  which  nature,  th«  ohorohj  and  reason,  unite  iu  telling 
OS  he  ought  to  be  the  anperior."  ' 

"  Well,  Anna,  this  is  good,  old-faahioned,  womanly  sentiment ; 
and  I  will  oonfesa  it  delighte  me  to  hear  it  from  you.  I  am  tLe 
better  pleased,  because,  as  Unole  Tom  is  alwa^  complaining,  tlia 
weakness  of  the  hour  is  to  place  your  sex  above  oora,  and  to  f&- 
TSTse  all  the  ancieiit  rules  in  this  respect.  Let  a  woman,  now-a- 
days,  nm  away  from  her  husband,  and  carry  off  the  children;  it 
is  ten  to  one  but  some  crotehety  judge,  who  thinks  more  of  a 
character  built  up  on  gossip  than  of  deferring  properly  to  that 
which  the  laws  of  Ood  and  the  wisdom  of  man  have  detn^ed,  re- 
fuse to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpue  to  restore  the  issue  to  the 
parent," 

"  I  do  not  know,  John,"  — Anna  heutatingly  rejoined,  with  a 
true  woman's  instinct — "it  would  be  so  hard  to  rob  a  mother  of 
her  children!" 

"  It  might  be  hard,  but  in  such  a  case  it  would  be  jutt.  I 
like  tbat  word  '  rob,'  for  it  suits  both  parties.  To  me,  it  seems 
that  the  father  is  the  party  robbed,  when  tiie  wife  not  only  steals 
away  from  her  duly  to  her  hnsband,  but  deprives  him  of  his 
ebildren  too." 

"  It  is  wrong,  and  I  have  beard  Mr.  Dunsoomb  express  great 
indignation  at  what  he  called  the  '  sofl-soapiness'  of  certain  judges 
in  cases  of  this  nature.  Still,  John,  the  world  is  apt  to  think  » 
woman  would  not  abandon  the  most  sacred  of  her  duties  without 
a  cause.  That  feeling  must  be  at  the  bottom  of  what  you  call 
the  decision,  I  believe,  of  these  judges." 

"  If  there  be  such  a  cause  as  would  justify  a  woman  iu  desert- 
ing her  husband,  and  in  stealing  his  children — for  it  is  robbery 
a^r  all,  and  robbery  of  the  worst  sort,  since  it  involves  breaches 
3{  faith  of  tlie  most  heinous  nature — let  tbat  cause  be  shown, 
that  justice  may  pronounce  between  the  parties.  Besides,  it  is 
not  true  that  women  will  not  sometimes  forget  tlieii  dutiee  with 
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3ut  sufficleot  cause.  There  are  oapridous,  and  nnccctuiu,  uihI 
egotiBtdtal  wonieD,  who  follow  th^  own  wayward  inclinations,  ae 
well  SB  aelfieh  men.  Some  women  love  power  inteDselj,  and  are 
never  satisfied  with  simpl;  filling  the  place  that  was  intended  fbl 
them  by  nature.  It  iB  hard  for  such  to  enbmit  t«  their  hosbanda, 
M,  indeed,  to  robmit  to  any  one." 

"  It  must  be  a  strange  female,"  answered  Anna,  gently,  "  who 
cannot  suffer  the  control  of  the  man  of  her  choice,  after  qoittiug 
&ther  and  mother  for  his  sake." 

"  JMfierent  women  have  different  sonrces  of  pride,  that  make 
theii  husbands  veiy  uncomlbrtable,  even  when  they  remtuu  with 
them,  and  affect  to  discharge  th^  dntJea.  One  will  pride  her- 
self  on  femily,  and  take  ever;  occasion  to  let  her  beloved  partner 
know  how  much  better  she  is  connected  than  he  may  happen  to 
be ;  another  is  conceited,  and  fancies  herself  cleverer  than  her 
lord  and  master,  and  would  fajn  have  him  take  her  advice  on  all 
occasions;  vhile  a  third  may  have  the  most  money,  and  delight 
in  letting  it  be  known  tiiat  it  is  her  pocket  that  suatains  the 


"  I  did  not  know,  John,  that  you  thought  so  much  of  these 
things,"  B^d  Anna,  laughing;  "thongh  I  think  yon  are  very 
right  in  your  opinions.  Pray,  which  of  the  three  evils  that  you 
have  mentioned  would  you  conceive  the  greatest?" 

"  The  second.  I  might  stand  &mily  pride;  though  it  is  dis- 
gusting when  it  is  not  riditniloua.  Then  the  money  might  be  got 
along  with  for  iia  own  sake,  provided  the  purse  were  in  my  hand ; 
but  I  really  do  not  think  I  could  live  with  a  woman  who  f^cied 
she  knew  the  most." 

"But,  in  many  things,  women  ought  to,  and  do  know  the 
most." 

"  Oh  I  as  to  accomplishments,  and  small  talk,  and  making 
preserves,  and  dantung,  and  even  poetry  and  religion— ye^  I 
will  throw  in  religion — I  could  wish  my  wife  tote  clever — Twy 
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Jevier — OB  clftTer  as  jod  are  yourself,  Anna" — The  fair  listeuei 
wloured,  thoogh  her  oyea  brightened  at  this  nniDtended  but  very 
direct  compliment — "  Yes,  yes ;  all  that  would  do  well  euoug^ 
Bat  when  it  came  to  the  affiurs  of  men,  out-of-door  concerns,  or 
polilicB,  or  law,  or  anything,  indeed,  that  called  for  a  masculine 
education  and  understanding,  I  could  not  endure  a  woman  who 
fimcied  she  knew  the  most." 

"I  should  think  few  wives  would  dream  of  troubling  theli 
husbands  with  their  (pinions  touohing  the  law  1" 

"  I  don't  know  that.  You  've  no  notion,  Anna,  to  what  a  paaa 
conceit  can  oany  a  person; — you,  who  are  so  difSdent  and  shy, 
and  always  so  ready  to  yield  to  those  who  ought  to  know  best. 
I  'tc  met  with  women  who,  not  content  witli  arraying  their  own 
charms  in  thur  own  way,  must  fancy  diey  can  teach  us  how  to 
put  on  our  clothes,  tell  us  how  to  turn  over  a  wristband,  or  settle 
a  shirt-collar  1" 

"  This  is  not  conceit,  John,  but  good  taste,"  cried  Anna,  now 
laughing  outright,  and  appearing  herself  Bgun.  "It  is  merely 
female  tact  teaching  male  awkwardness  how  to  adorn  itself.  But, 
surely,  no  woman,  John,  would  bother  herself  about  law,  let  her 
love  of  domination  be  ss  strong  as  it  might" 

"  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  tliat.  The  only  really  complaisant  thing 
I  ever  saw  about  this  Mar;  Monson" — a  cloud  again  passed 
athwart  the  bright  countenance  of  Anna — "  was  a  sort  of  strange 
pretUlection  for  law.  Even  Timms  has  remarked  it^  and  com* 
Qisnted  on  it  too." 

"The  poor  woman " 

"  Do  not  use  that  word  In  speaking  of  her,  if  you  please,  Anna." 

"Well,  lady  — if  you  like  that  better " 

"  No — say  young  lady  —  or  Miss  Monson  —  or  Mary,  which 
has  the  most  agreeable  sound  of  alL" 

"  Yet,  t  think  I  have  been  told  that  none  of  you  beliovc  she 
oas  been  indicted  by  her  real  name." 
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"  Very  true ; '  but  it  ma^eB  uo  diSerence.  Call  her  by  Ibat  abc 
bos  aasumed ;  but  do  not  call  ber  by  an  alias  as  wretcbed  as  tbal 
irf  'poor  woman.'" 

"  I  meant  no  Blight,  I  do  assure  you,  Jobn ;  for  I  feel  obuost 
BS  mucb  interest  in  Miss  Monson  as  you  do  yourself.  It  is  not 
Burprising,  hoirevcr,  that  one  in  ber  situation  should  fed  an  in- 
terest in  the  law." 

"  It  is  not  this  sort  of  mlerest  tbftt  I  mean.  It  has  seemed  to 
uie,  once  or  twice,  that  she  dealt  with  the  difGculldea  of  her  own 
ease  as  if  she  took  a  pleasure  in  meeling  them  —had  a  species 
of  professional  pleasure  in  eonqnering  them.  Timms  will  not  lei 
me  into  his  secrets,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  I  &ncy  all  of  them 
would  not  hear  the  light;  but  he  tells  me,  honestly,  that  some 
of  Miss  Monson's  euggeslJons  hare  been  quite  admirable  I" 

"Perhaps  she  has  been"  —  Anna  checked  herself  with  the 
consciousness  that  what  she  was  about  to  utter  might  appear  to 
be,  and  what  was  of  stiU  greater  itoportance  in  her  own  eyes, 
might  really  be,  ungenerous. 

"  ForbapB  what?     ^Finish  the  sentence,  I  beg  of  you." 

Anna  shook  her  head. 

"  Yon  mtended  to  say  that  perhaps  Miss  Monson  had  some 
experience  in  the  law,  and  that  it  gave  her  a  certain  satisfaction 
to  contend  with  its  difficulties,  in  consequence  of  previous  trun- 
ing.     Am  I  not  right?" 

Anna  would  not  answer  in  terms ;  but  she  gave  a  little  nod  io 
useut,  colouring  scarlet. 

"  I  knew  it;  and  I  will  be  frank  enough  to  own  that  Timmi 
thinks  the  same  thing.  He  has  hinted  as  mucb  as  that;  but  the 
thing  is  impossible.  You  have  only  to  look  at  her,  to  see  that 
mch  a  thing  is  impossible." 

Anna  Updyke  thought  that  almost  anything  of  the  sort  might 
be  possible  to  a  female  who  was  in  the  circumstanoes  of  the  bo> 
sosed;  this,  however,  she  would  not  say,  lest  it  might  wouud 


John's  feelings,  for  wliioh  she  had  all  the  teoderQcss  of  warm 
sffecfion,  and  a  woman's  self-denial.  Had  tie  case  been  reTeraed, 
it  is  bj  no  means  probable  that  her  impulsive  companion  would 
have  manifested  tlie  same  fbrbearanoe  on  her  acooant.  John 
wonld  have  contended  for  victory,  and  pressed  his  adversary  with 
aU  the  STgnmeDlB,  facte  and  reasons  he  could  master,  on  such  an 
occasioa.  Not  bo  with  the  genller  and  more  thoughtful  yonog 
woman  who  was  now  wall^ing  quietly,  and  a  little  sadly,  at  his 
Nde,  iostdnct  with  all  the  gentleness,  self-denial,  and  warm-hearted 
afiectJon  of  her  sex. 

"No,  it  is  worse  than  an  absurdity" — resumed  John — "it  Is 

cmel,  to  ima^ne  anything  of  the  sort  of  Miss By  the  way, 

Anna,  do  yon  know  that  a  very  singalar  thing  ocourred  last  even ' 
ing,  before  I  drove  over  to  town,  to  be  present  at  the  wedding. 
You  know  Mwie  Mill?" 
"  Certainly — Marie  Moulin,  you  should  say," 
"  Well,  in  answering  one  of  her  mistress's  questions,  she  said 
'oui,  Madame.*" 

"  What  would  you  have  had  her  say  7 — '  twn,  Madame  f ' " 
"  But  why  Madame  at  all  ? — Why  not  Mademoiselle  7  " 
"  It  would  be  very  vulgar  to  Bay  '  Yes,  Miss,'  in  English." 
"  To  be  sure  it  would ;  but  it  is  very  different  in  French.   One 
con  say — nuul  say  Mademoiselle  to  a  young  unmarried  female 
in  that  language ;  though  it  be  vulgar  to  say  Miss,  without  the 
name,  in  English.     French,  you  know,  Anna,  is  a  much  more 
precise  language  than  onr  own ;  and  those  who  epetk  it,  do  not 
lake  the  liberties  with  it  that  we  take  with  the  English.   Madame 
always  infers  a  married  woman;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  with  a  wo- 
man a  hundred  years  old." 

"No  French  womau  is  ever  tlutl,  John — but  it  it  odd  that 
.>Iane  Moulin,  who  bo  well  understands  the  usages  of  her  own 
[ittle  world,  should  have  said  Madame  to  a  demoitelle.  Have  I 
not  heard,  nevertheless,  that  Marie's  first  salutation,  when  she 
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inis  admitted  to  the  gaol,  was  a  simple  exolaniaUon  of  '  Made- 
moiselle ?  "' 

"  That  is  very  true ;  for  I  heard  it  myself.  What  is  more, 
that  esclamadon  was  almost  as  remarkable  as  this ;  French  ser- 
vanCs  always  adding  tLe  name  under  such  circumgtanoes,  imlew 
they  are  addreasiog  their  own  particular  miatressea.  Madame, 
and  Mademoiselle,  are  impropriated  to  those  they  serve ;  while  it 
is  Mademoiselle  this,  or  Mfdame  that,  to  every  one  else." 

"  And  now  she  calls  her  Mademouelle  or  Madame !  It  only 
proves  that  too  much  importance  is  not  to  bo  attached  to  Marie 
Monlin's  sayings  and  dmngs." 

"  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  that.  Marie  has  been  three  years  in  Gua 
coontiy,  as  we  all  know.  Now  the  young  person  that  she  left  a 
Mademoiselle  might  very  weU  have  become  a  Mademte  in  that 
interval  of  time.  When  they  met,  the  domeslJc  may  have  used 
the  old  and  familiar  t«rm  in  bet  surprise ;  or  she  may  not  have 
known  of  the  lady's  marriage.  Afterwards,  when  there  had  been 
leisure  for  explanations  between  them,  she  gave  her  mistress  her 
proper  appellatdpn." 

"  Itoes  she  habitually  say  Madame  now,  in  speaking  to  this 
singular  being?" 

"  Habitually  she  is  silent  Usually  she  remains  in  the  cell, 
when  any  one  is  with  Miss — or  Mis.  Monson,  perhaps  I  ought 
to  say" — John  used  this  last  tenn  with  a  strong  expression  of 
spite,  which  gave  his  companion  a  suppressed  but  infinite  delight 
— ^"hut  when  any  one  is  with  the  mistress,  call  her  what  you 
will,  the  maid  commonly  remuns  in  the  dungeon  or  cell.  Owing 
to  this,  I  have  never  been  in  the  way  of  hearing  the  last  address 
Ih^  Sr^t,  except  on  the  two  oocadons  named.  I  confess  I  begin 
to  think " 

"What^  John?" 

"  Why,  that  our  JHtM  Monson  may  turn  ont  to  he  a  muriuJ 
woiDM),  after  all." 
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"  She  ill  veiy  yonsg,  ia  she  Dot  ?  Almost  too  young  to  be  u 
wifeT" 

"  Not  at  all  1  What  do  jou  call  too  yonng  ?  She  is  betweec 
twenty  and  twenty-two  or  three.     She  may  even  be  twenty-live 

Anna  sighed,  thongh  almost  imperceptibly  to  herself;  for  these 
were  ages  that  well  suited  her  companion,  though  the  youngest 
exceeded  her  own  by  a  twelvemonth.  Littlf  more,  however,  was 
mi  on  the  subject  at  that  interview. 

It  is  one  of  the  singular  effects  of  the  paeslou  of  love,  more 
especially  with  tJie  generous-minded  and  just  of  the  female  sex, 
that  a  lively  interest  is  often  awakened  in  behalf  of  a  successful 
or  fevoured  rival.  Such  was  now  the  feet  as  regards  the  feeling 
that  Anna  Updyke  began  to  entert^  towards  Mary  Monson. 
The  critical  condition  of  tlie  lady  would  of  itself  ezcit«  interest 
where  it  fiulcd  to  produce  distrust;  but^  the  circumstance  that 
John  Wi]mete»  saw  so  much  t«  admire  in  this  nnkaown  female, 
if  he  did  not  actually  love  her,  gave  her  an  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  Anna  that  at  once  elevated  her  into  an  object  of  tbe 
highest  interest.  She  was  seized  with  the  liveliest  desire  to  see 
the  accused,  and  began  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  possibility  of 
effecting  such  an  end.  No  vulgar  cuiiodty  was  mingled  with 
this  new-bom  purpose;  bot^  in  addition  to  tbe  motives  that  were 
connectod  with  John's  state  of  mind,  there  was  a  benevolent  and 
truly  feminine  wish,  on  the  part  of  Anna,  to  be  of  service  to  one 
of  her  own  sex,  so  cruelly  placed,  and  cut  off,  as  it  would  seem, 
from  all  commnnicalion  wifi  those  wbn  should  be  her  natural 
protectors  and  advisers. 

Anna  Updyke  gathered,  through  that  which  had  fallen  from 
iV^ilmeter  and  his  sist«r,  that  the  intercourse  between  the  formr.T 
jnd  his  interesting  client  had  been  of  the  most  reserved  character ; 
lierein  showing  a  discretion  and  self-respect  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  that  spoke  well  for  her  ednoation  and  delicacy.    Hoic 
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EQcli  a  woman  came  to  be  in  tLe  eztraordinarj  pouticm  in  wLijh 
fibe  was  placed,  was  of  course  aa  much  a  mystery  to  her  as  to  all 
Others;  though,  like  erery  one  else  who  knew  aught  of  the  case, 
she  indulged  in  conjectures  of  her  own  on  tlie  subject  Bang 
of  a  particularly  natural  and  frank  disposition,  without  a  partaole 
of  any  ungenerous  or  detracting  quality,  and  filled  with  woman's 
kiuduees  in  her  very  sottl,  tliis  uoble-nunded  young  woman  b^an 
now  to  feel  &r  more  than  an  idle  cnriodty  in  behalf  of  her  who 
had  M  lately  caused  herself  so  much  pain,  not  to  say  bitteraeea 
of  anguish.  All  was  forgotten  in  pity  for  the  miserable  condition 
of  the  unconscious  ofiender;  unconscious,  for  Anna  was  sufficiently 
clear-fflgbted  and  just  to  see  and  to  admit  that,  if  John  had  been 
led  astray  by  the  charms  and  sufferings  of  this  stranger,  the  &ct 
could  not  rightfully  be  imputed  to  the  last,  as  a  fault.  Every 
statement  of  tTohc's  went  to  confirm  this  act  of  justice  to  the 
stranger. 

Then,  the  unaccountable  ulence  of  Marie  Moulin  doubled  the 
mystery  and  greatly  increased  the  interest  of  the  whole  afftur. 
This  woman  had  gone  to  Biberry  pledged  to  communicate  to 
8ar^  all  she  knew  or  might  learn,  touching  the  accused ;  and 
well  did  Anna  know  that  her  friend  would  make  her  the  re- 
pcsitory  of  her  own  information,  on  tbia  as  well  as  on  other 
Bubjecte  j  but  a  most  unaccountable  silence  governed  the  course 
of  the  domestic,  as  well  as  that  of  her  Btiuige  nuBtress.  It  really 
seemed  that^  in  passing  the  principal  door  of  the  gaol,  Marie 
Moulin  had  buried  herself  in  a  convent,  where  all  commanication 
with  the  outer  world  was  forHdden.  Three  aeTeral  letters  frtan 
Sarah  had  John  handed  in  at  the  grate,  certain  that  they  must 
have  reached  the  hands  of  the  Swiss;  but  no  answer  bad  beea 
received.  All  attempts  to  speak  to  Marie  were  quietJy,  but  most 
ingeniously  eTaded,  by  the  tact  and  readiness  of  tbe  prisoner; 
and  tlie  hope  of  obtaining  information  from  that  source  was 
abandoned  by  Sarah,  who  was  too  proud  to  aoUdt  a  aerrant  t» 
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that  ffliich  the  last  was  reluctant  to  communicate.  With  Anna 
the  feeling  was  different.  She  had  no  curioaitj  on  the  subject, 
separated  from  a  most  generous  and  womanly  concern  in  the 
prisoner's  forlorn  state;  and  she  thought  far  les3  of  Marie 
Moulin's  disrespect  and  fbrgetfulnesB  of  her  word,  than  of  Mui 
Honson's  desolation  and  approaching  triuL 
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CHAPTER  XHL 

Wu  it  for  IhiB  we  sent  oat 
Liberlj'i  otj  fi-mn  oui  shore  T 
Wu  it  ibt  this  that  her  iboat 
Thrill'd  to  the  worU'a  ver;  coreT 

JHoori'i  JVaCional  Air». 

The  tliiid  day  afler  the  inlerviewa  just  related,  the  whole  iwlj 
left  Batdetrap  for  Timbully,  where  their  arriyal  waa  expected  bj 
the  bride  and  bridegroom,  if  such  terms  can  be  applied  to  a  wo- 
man of  for^-five  and  a  man  of  siztj.  The  Duke's  county  circuit 
and  oyer  and  terminer  were  about  to  be  held,  and  it  waa  believed 
that  Mary  Monson  was  to  be  tried.  By  this  time  so  lively  an 
interest  prevailed  among  the  ladies  of  the  McBmn  and  IhinBComb 
connections  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  that  they  had  aU  come  to  a 
determination  to  be  present  in  court.  Curiosity  was  not  go  much 
at  the  bottom  of  this  movement  as  womanly  kindness  and  sym- 
patby.  There  seemed  a  bitterness  of  misery  in  the  condition  of 
Mary  Monson,  that  appealed  directly  to  the  heart;  and  that  ^lent 
but  eloquent  appeal  was  answered,  as  has  just  been  stated,  gener- 
ously and  wilh  warmth  by  the  whole  party  from  town.  With 
Anna  Updyhe  the  feeling  went  materially  farther  than  with  any 
of  her  fneiids.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  her  interest  in  John 
increased  that  which  she  felt  for  his  mysterious  client;  and  hei 
feelings  became  enlisted  in  the  stranger's  behalf,  so  much  thr 
more,  in  consequence  of  this  triangular  sort  of  passion. 

The  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  party  crossed  the  country 
from  Rattletrap  to  Timbully,  'Hmnis  arrived  at  the  latter  pla<w 
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He  was  expected,  and  was  soon  afW  doaeted  with  the  seuioi 
iXHiiisel  in  the  pending  and  most  important  canse. 

"  Does  the  Dbtrict  Attorney  intend  to  move  for  the  tml  ? " 
demanded  Danscomb,  the  instant  the  two  were  alone. 

"  He  lells  me  he  does,  sir;  and  that  early  in  the  week,  too. 
It  b  my  opinion  we  shonld  go  for  postponement.  We  are  hardly 
ready,  while  the  State  is  too  mnch  so." 

"  I  do  not  comprehend  this,  Timms.  The  law^ofEoera  of  the 
public  would  hardly  undertake  to  run  down  a  victim,  and  ahe  a 
^lolitary  and  unprotected  womaul" 

"That's  not  it  The  law-officers  of  the  State  don't  care  a 
rtraw  whether  Mary  Monson  is  found  guilty  or  is  acquitted.  That 
£f  they  care  nothing  abont  it  ai  prextU.  The  case  may  be  different 
vhen  they  are  warmed  up  by  a  trial  and  opposition.  Our  danger 
Tomes  from  Jesse  Davis,  who  is  a  nephew  of  Peter  Qoodwin, 
.  bis  next  of  kin  and  heir,  and  who  thinks  a  great  deal  of  money 
vas  hoarded  by  the  old  people;  much  mora  than  the  stocking 
ever  held  or  could  hold,  and  who  has  taken  it  into  his  wise  bead 
that  the  prisoner  has  laid  hands  on  this  treasure,  and  is  carrying 
jn  her  defence  with  his  cash.  This  has  roused  him  completely, 
ind  he  has  retained  two  of  the  sharpest  counsel  on  our  ciicuib, 
who  are  beginning  to  work  as  if  the  bargm  baa  been  clenched  in 
the  hard  metal.  Williams  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
already.  I  know  him ;  he  will  not  work  without  pay ;  but  pay 
him  liberally,  and  ha  is  up  to  anything." 

"  Ay,  you  are  diamond  cut  diamond,  Timms — ontsiderB  in  the 
profession.  You  understand  that  I  work  only  in  the  open  cour^ 
lad  will  know  nothing  of  this  outdoor  management" 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  let  you  know  anything  about  it,  'Squire," 
returned  Timma,  drily.  "Each  man  to  bis  own  manner  of 
getting  along.  I  ought  to  tell  yon,  however,  it  has  got  out  that 
you  ture  wrrking  without  a  fee,  while  I  am  paid  in  the  most  libera] 
oiauncr." 
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"  I  am  Sony  for  that  There  ia  no  great  harm  in  thu  thing 
itself;  bat  I  dislike  the  parade  of  seeming  t«  be  nausnalljgener- 
ooa.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  spoken  of  this  circumstance 
vheie  it  would  be  likely  to  be  repeated  j  and  I  beg  yon  will  be 
equally  discreet" 

"  The  fact  has  oot  come  from  me,  I  can  assure  you,  sir.  li 
pnte  me  in  too  awkward  a  portion  to  delight  me;  and  I  make  it 
a  point  to  say  B8  little  as  possible  of  what  is  disagreeable.  I  do 
not  relish  the  idea  of  being  tLonght  selfish  by  my  fiitare  consld- 
tuents.  Giniros'ty  is  my  cue  before  them.  But  they  say  you 
work  for  love,  sir." 

"  Love ! "  answered  Dunscomb,  quickly — "  Love  of  what  f — 
or  of  lehom  f  " 

"  Of  your  client — that  'b  the  story  now.  It  is  said  that  you 
edmiia  Miss  Monson;  that  she  ia  young,  and  handsome,  and 
lioh;  and  she  is  to  marry  you,  if  acquitted.  If  found  guilty 
and  hanged,  the  bargain  is  ofT,  of  course.  You  may  look  dis- 
pleased, 'Squire;   but  I  ^ve  you  my  word  such  is  the  tu- 

Bunscomb  was  extremely  vexed;  but  he  was  too  proud  to 
make  any  answer.  He  knew  that  he  had  done  that  which,  among 
the  mass  of  this  nation,  is  a  very  capital  mistake,  in  not  placing 
before  ite  observation  an  intelligible  mofiee — one  on  the  level 
of  the  popular  mind — to  prevent  these  freaks  of  the  &ncy  deal- 
ing with  his  afbirs.  It  is  true,  that  the  natural  supposition  would 
be  that  be  worked  for  his  fee,  as  did  Timms,  had  not  the  contrary 
got  out;  when  he  became  subject  to  all  the  crude  conjectures  of 
those  who  ever  look  for  the  worst  motives  for  everything.  Ilad 
he  been  what  is  termed  a  fevonrite  public  servant^  the  very  reverse 
would  have  been  the  case,  and  there  was  little  that  he  might  not 
have  done  with  impunity;  but,  having  no  such  claims  on  the 
minds  of  the  mass,  he  came  under  the  common  law  which  some- 
wliat  distinguishes  their  control.     Too  much  disgusted,  however, 
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to  ooutinoe  this  branch  of  tlie  subject,  tbe  wortlij  oouosellor  at 
Oiioo  adverted  to  another. 

"  Have  you  looked  over  the  list  of  the  jurors,  Timms?"  h& 
demanded,  contmuing  to  sort  his  papers. 

"  That  I  never  fail  to  do,  sir,  the  first  tiling.  It 's  my  brief, 
you  know,  'Squire  Duuscomb.  All  safe  Tort  law,  now-a-dayn, 
is  to  be  fonnd  in  that  learned  body;  eapemlly  in  ciiminal  ease& 
There  is  but  one  sort  of  suit  in  which  the  jury  oonnta  for  nothing, 
and  might  aa  well  be  dispensed  with." 

"Which  jfl ?" 

"  An  ejectment  cause.  It 's  not  one  time  in  ten  that  they  uu- 
deietand  anything  about  the  matter,  or  care  anything  about  it; 
uid  the  court  usually  leads  in  those  actions — but  our  Duke's 
county  juries  are  beginning  to  understand  tbeir  powers  in  all 
Others." 

"What  do  you  make  of  the  list?" 

"  It 's  what  I  call  reasonable,  'Squire.  There  are  two  men  on 
it  who  would  not  hang  Cain,  were  he  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Abel." 

"  Quakers,  of  course  1" 

"Not  they.  The  time  was  when  we  were  reduced  to  the 
'thee's'  and  the  'thou's'  for  this  sort  of  support;  but  philan- 
thropy is  abroad,  sir,  covering  the  land.  Talk  of  the  school- 
master !  —  Why,  'Squire,  a  new  philanthropioal  idee  will  go  two 
feet  to  the  schoolmaster's  one.  Pro^iigger,  antd-gallows,  eternal 
peace,  woman's  rights,  the  people's  power,  and  anything  of  that 
sort,  sweeps  like  a  tornado  through  the  land.  Get  a  juror  who 
has  just  come  into  the  antj-gallows  notion,  and  I  woul4  defy  the 
Slate  to  hang  a  body-snatcher  who  lived  by  murdering  his  snb- 
jeots." 

"  And  yon  count  on  two  of  these  partisans  for  our  case  7" 

"  Lord  no,  sir.  The  District  Attorney  himself  knows  them 
Doth ;  and  Davis's  counsel  have  been  studying  that  list  for  the 
866  10 
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last  week,  as  if  it  were  Blackatone  in  tlie  hands  of  a  new  bo^nnia: 
I  out  tell  yon,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  that  the  jmy-list  is  &  moat  im- 
portanl  part  of  acaMont  herein  tlieoonnttyl" 

"  I  am  much  atimd  it  is,  TWms ;  thongh  I  never  examiued 
ODe  in  my  life." 

"  I  can  believe  you,  sir,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  your  prao- 
tioo.  But  prindples  and  iacts  won't  answer  in  an  age  of  the  worid 
when  men  are  ruled  by  talk  and  prejudice.  There  is  not  a  case 
of  any  magnitude  tried,  now-a-daya,  witliont  paying  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  juiy.  We  aie  pretty  well  off,  on  the  whole;  and  I 
am  tolerably  sanguine  of  a  disagreement,  tbongli  I  fear  an  ac- 
qnittol  is  quite  out  of  the  question." 

"  Ton  rely  on  one  or  two  i»rticularly  intelligent  and  diunter- 
ested  men,  ha!  Tinunsf" 

"  I  rely  on  five  or  ds  particularly  ignorant  and  heated  partisans, 
on  the  contrary; — men  who  have  been  reading  about  tbe  abolish 
iug  of  capjtal  punishments,  and  who  in  gin'ial,  becaose  they  've 
got  hold  <^  some  notions  that  have  been,  worn  out  as  fiur  back  as 
the  times  of  the  Cffisais,  fimcy  themselves  philosophers  and  the 
children  of  progress.  The  country  is  getting  to  be  full  of  what  I 
call  donkeys  and  racers ;  tlie  donkey  is  obstinate,  and  backs  going 
up  hill ;  while  the  racers  will  not  only  break  their  own  necks, 
but  those  of  their  riders  too,  unless  tiey  hold  up  bug  before  they 
reach  tiicir  goal." 

"  I  did  not  know,  Tinuns,  tii&t  you  think  so  much  on  such 
Eubjecte-  To  me,  yon  have  always  appeared  to  be  a  purely  work 
ing-man  —  no  theorist." 

"  It  is  precisely  because  I  am  a  man  of  action,  and  live  in  the 
world,  and  sse  things  as  they  were  meant  to  be  seen,  that  t  laugh 
at  your  theorists.  Why,  sir,  this  country,  in  my  judgment^  foi 
the  time  being,  oonld  much  better  get  along  without  preaching, 
than  without  hanging.  I  don't  say  always ;  for  there  is  no  telling 
Tet  what  is  to  be  the  upshot  of  preaching.     It  may  toni  onti  as 
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man;  tliiuk ;  in  which  oase  human  natui'  will  onilergo  a  change 
that  will  pret^  much  destroy  our  boEdness.  Such  a  state  of  Ihingi 
would  be  wone  for  &t  bar,  'Squire,  than  tlie  Code,  or  the  last 
fefrbiU." 

"  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  tbat,  Timms;  there  aro  few  things  wonw 
thaD  this  infernal  Code." 

"  Wellj  to  my  taste,  tlie  fee-biil  ia  tlie  moat  disagreeable  of  the 
two.  A  man  can  stand  any  tort  of  law,  and  any  sort  of  practice ; 
but  he  can't  stand  any  sort  of  pay.  I  hear  the  circuit  is  to  be 
held  by  one  of  the  new  judges — a  people's  man,  altogether." 

"  Yon  mean  by  that,  I  snppose,  Tinuns,  one  of  those  who  did 
not  hold  office  under  the  old  system  t  It  is  b^  that  the  new 
broom  sweeps  dean — it  is  fortonate  oars  has  not  brushed  away 
all  the  old  incumbents." 

"  No,  that  is  to  come ;  and  coma  it  will,  as  sore  as  the  bod 
rises.  We  must  have  rotation  on  the  bench,  as  well  as  in  all 
other  matters.  Ton  see,  'Squire,  rotation  is  a  sort  of  claim  with 
many  men,  who  have  no  other.  They  fimcy  &e  earth  to  hay^ 
been  created  on  a  sort  of  Jun  Grow  principle,  because  it  turns 
round," 

"  That  is  it ;  and  it  explains  the  clamour  that  is  made  about 
it.  But  to  return  to  this  jui^,  ^mms;  on  the  whole,  yon  like 
it,  I  should  infer?" 

"  Not  too  well,  by  any  means.  Thtre  are  ux  or  oigtt  names 
on  the  list  that  I  'm  always  ^d  to  see;  for  they  belong  to  men 
who  are  friendly  to  me 

"  Good  God,  man — it  cannot  be  posHble  that  you  count  on 
such  asastants  in  a  trial  for  a  human  life  I" 

"  Not  count  on  it^  'Sqture  Dnnscomb  !  I  count  on  it  from  an 
action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  to  this  indictment — count  on  it, 
quite  as  much,  and  a  good  deal  more  rationally,  than  yon  count 
in  your  law  and  evidence.  Didn't  I  carry  that  heavy  case  for 
the  railroad  company  on  that  principle  altogether  7    The  law  waf 
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lead  agaiast  ns  tliej  eaj,  and  the  fitota  were  against  as;  but  the 
verdict  was  in  our  favour.    Thait  's  what  I  call  practicdng  law  I" 

"Yes;  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  that  case,  and  it  was 
always  a  wonder  with  the  bar  how  yon  got  along  with  it.  Had 
it  been  a  verdict  agaitut  a  corporation,  no  one  would  have  thought 
anything  of  it — but  to  cany  a  bad  case  for  a  company,  now-»- 
days,  is  almost  an  nnheard-of  thing." 

"  You  are  quite  right,  or.  I  can  beat  any  failroad  in  the 
State,  with  a  jury  of  a  neighbourhood,  let  the  question  or  &otB 
be  what  they  may;  but^  in  this  instance,  I  beat  the  neighbonr- 
hood,  and  all  through  the  feith  the  jury  had  in  me.  It 's  a  blessed 
institution,  this  of  the  jury,  'Sqniro  DunscombI — no  doubt  it 
makes  us  the  great,  glorious,  and  &ee  people  that  we  are  I" 

"  If  the  bench  continue  to  lose  its  inflaence  as  it  has  done,  the 
nest  twenty  years  will  see  it  a  curse  of  tlie  worst  character.  It 
is  now  little  more  than  a  papular  cabal  in  all  cases  in  the  least 
calculatod  to  awaken  popular  feeling  or  prejudice." 

"  There  'b  the  rub  in  this  capital  case  of  ours.  Mary  Monson 
has  neglected  popularity  altogether;  and  she  is  likely  to  sufTor 
(ra  it." 

"Popularity!"  ezchumed  Dunscomb,  in  a  tone  <^  horror — 
"and  this  in  a  matter  of  life  imd  death  !  What  are  we  coming 
to  in  the  law,  as  well  as  in  politica  I  No  public  man  is  to  be 
found  of  sufficient  moral  courage,  or  intelleotaal  force,  to  ste;ii 
this  torrent;  which  is  sweeping  away  everything  before  It,  But 
in. what  baa  our  client  ^ed,  Timms?" 

"In  almost  .everything  connected  with  this  one  great  point; 
and  what  vexes  me  is  her  wonderful  power  of  pleasing,  which  is 
:wmpletely  thrown  away.  'Squire  Dunscomb,  I  woold  carry  this 
»unty  for  Free  Sile  or  ag'in  it,  with  that  lady  to  back  me,  as  a 
wife." 

"What,  if  she  should  refuse  to  resort  to  popular  urs  and 
fpaceaf" 
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"  I  mean,  of  coone,  aha  uding  aud  abetting.  I  woold  give 
the  world,  now,  oonid  ve  get  the  jodge  Into  her  company  for 
half  an  hour.  It  would  make  a  friend  of  him ;  and  it  is  bUL 
Bomothing  to  have  a  fiiend  in  the  judge  ia  a  criminal  case." 

"You  may  well  say  'iliU,'  Tinima;  how  mnct  longer  it  wili 
be  i>o,  is  another  matter.  Under  the  old  system  it  would  ba 
hopeleiS  to  expect  bo  much  complaimnce  in  a  judge;  but  I  will 
not  take  it  on  myself  to  say  what  a  people's  judge  will  not  do." 

"  If  I  thought  the  thing  could  be  managed,  by  George  I  wouhl 
attempt  it  I  The  grand  jurora  visit  the  gaols,  and  why  not  the 
judges  7  What  do  yoa  think,  sir,  of  an  anonymous  letter  hinting 
to  his  honour  that  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Gott — who  is  an  excellent 
ureatnre  in  her  way — might  serve  the  ends  of  justice  I" 

"  Ab  I  think  of  all  underhanded  movements  and  trickery.  No, 
no,  Timms;  you  had  better  let  oar  client  remain  anpopular,  than 
undertake  anything  of  this  nature." 

"  Perhaps  yon  are  right,  sir.  Unpopular  she  is,  and  will  be, 
u  long  as  she  pursnea  her  present  course;  whereas  she  might 
carry  all  classes  of  men  with  her.  For  my  part,  'Squire  Duns- 
oomb,  I  've  found  this  young  lady"  —  here  Timnu  pansed,  hem- 
med, and  concluded  by  looking  a  little  foolish — a  ohancter  of 
countenance  by  no  means  common  with  one  of  his  ahrewduesa 
ind  sagacity. 

"So,  80,  Master  Timms,"  bbH  the  senior  counsel,  regarding 
the  junior  with  a  sort  of  sneer —  "  you  are  as  great  a  fool  as  my 
nephew.  Jack  Wilmeter;  and  have  fallen  in  leve  with  a  pretty 
face,  in  spite  of  the  grand  jury  and  the  gallowal" 

Timms  gave  a  gulp,  seemed  to  catch  his'  breath,  and  regained 
enough  of  his  self-command  to  be  able  to  answer. 

"I'm  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Wilmeter  will  think  better  of  this, 
m,"  he  said,  "  and  turn  his  views  to  a  quarter  where  they  will 
be  particularly  acceptable.  It  would  hardly  do  for  a  young  gen 
'deman  of  liis  ezpootations  to  take  a  wife  out  of  a  gaoL"  loli' 


"  Enough  of  this  fooleiy,  TimmB,  and  come  to  the  point  Timi 
rem&rkB  about  popularity  may  have  some  sense  in  them,  if  matten 
have  been  pushed  too  fiv  in  a  coutrarj  direction.  Of  what  do  yoq 
Eomplain  ?" 

"  In  the  fiifit  place,  she  will  not  show  herself  at  the  windows ; 
and  that  offends  a  great  many  persona,  who  think  it  proud  and 
aristocr&lio  in  her  not  to  act  as  other  criminals  act.  Then,  she 
has  made  a  capital  mistake  with  a  leading  reporter,  who  sent  in 
his  name,  and  denred  an  interview ;  which  she  declined  granting. 
She  will  hear  from  that  man,  depend  on  it,  tar." 

"  I  shall  look  to  him,  then  —  for,  though  this  class  of  men  is 
fast  putting  the  law  under  foot,  it  may  be  made  to  turn  on  them, 
by  one  who  understands  it,  and  has  the  courage  to  use  ik  I  shall 
not  allow  the  rights  of  Mary  Monson  to  be  invaded  by  such  a 
fungus  of  letters." 

"  Fungus  of  letters !  Ahem — if  it  was  anybody  but  yourself 
'Squire,  that  I  was  talking  to,  I  might  remind  yon  that  these 
funguses  flourish  on  the  dunghill  of  the  common  miud." 

"  No  matter;  the  law  can  be  made  to  touch  them,  when  in 
good  hands;  and  mme  have  now  some  experience.  Has  this 
reporter  resented  the  refiisal  of  the  prisoner  to  see  him  V 

"  He  is  squinting  that  way,  and  has  got  himself  sent  to  Bibcrry 
by  two  or  three  journals,  to  report  the  progress  of  the  triaL  I 
know  the  man;  he  is  vindictdve,  impudent,  aud  always  uses  his 
craft  to  indulge  his  resentments." 

*'  Ay,  many  of  those  gentry  are  up  to  thaL  Is  it  not  sorpriaiog, 
Timms,  that  in  a  country  for  ever  boasting  of  ibs  freedom,  men 
do  not  see  how  much  abuse  there  is  of  a  very  important  interest 
in  suffering  these  irresponuble  tyrants  to  ride  rough-shod  over 
the  community?" 

"Lord,  'Squire,  it  is  not  with  the  reportors  only,  Uiat  abuses 
xre  to  be  (bund.  I  was  present,  the  other  day,  at  a  conversation 
ttotween  a  judge  and  a  great  town  lawyer,  when  the  last  de^'jsed 


tfw  state  of  the  juries!  'Wiat  would  you  have?'  Bays  hia 
Bonour;  'angela  seat  down  from  Heaven  to  fill  the  jurj-bozeaf' 
Wul" — Timma  nevei  could  get  over  the  defects  of  his  early 
U80<^tion3 — "Waal,  'Squire,"  he  oontinued,  with  a  shrewd 
leer  of  tlie  eyes,  "  I  thought  a  few  saints  might  be  squeezed  in 
between  the  lowest  angel  in  Heaven  and  the  average  of  our 
Duke's  county  pannels.  This  is  a  great  fiuhiou  of  talking  that  is 
growing  up  among  ns  to  meet  an  objeddon  by  crying  oat^  'men 
•re  not  angels;'  as  if  some  men  are  not  better  than  others." 

"  The  institutions  clearly  mfUDlain  that  some  men  are  better 
than  others,  Timmsl" 

"  That 's  news  to  me,  I  will  own.  I  thought  the  insiitaljonfl 
doolared  all  men  alike — that  is,  all  white  men;  I  know  that  tbe 
niggen  are  non-fiuited." 

"  They  are  unsuited,  at  least,  according  to  tlie  spirit  of  the  in- 
■tdtntions.  If  all  men  are  supposed  to  be  alike,  what  use  is  there 
in  the  elections  t  Why  not  draw  lot«  for  office,  as  we  draw  lots 
for  jories?  Choice  infers  ineqnalilies,  or  the  practice  is  an  absur- 
dly. But  here  comes  McBrun,  with  a  &ce  so  Aill  of  meaning, 
he  must  have  something  to  tell  ns." 

Sure  enough,  the  bridegroom-phymdan  came  into  the  room  at 
that  instant;  and  without  droumlooDtiiHi  he  entered  at  once  on 
the  topic  that  was  then  uppermost  in  his  mind.  It  was  the  custom 
of  the  neighbourhood  to  profit  by  the  viedts  of  this  able  practi- 
tioner to  his  oountiy  place,  by  calling  on  him  for  advice  in  anch 
difficult  oases  as  existed  anywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  TimbuUy. 
Even  his  recent  marriage  did  not  entirely  protect  him  from  tiiese 
appeals,  which  broaght  so  little  pecnniaiy  advantage  as  to  be 
gmtnitous;  and  he  had  passed  mnch  of  'Uie  last  two  days  in 
making  profe^onal  visits  in  a  circle  around  his  residence  that 
tuolnded  Bibeny.  Such  were  the  means  by  which  he  had  ob- 
tained the  infonnalaon  that  now  escaped  from  him,  as  it  mighl 
be,  involnntarilj. 
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"  I  have  uever  known  so  exalted  a  atate  of  the  pnbUo  nuod," 
he  died,  "as  now  exists  all  aronnd  Bibenyj  on  the  aobject  of 
jaai  client,  Tom,  and  this  approaching  triaL  Go  where  I  may, 
see  whom  I  will,  let  the  disease  be  as  serious  as  posnble,  all, 
patients,  parents,  friends  and  nurses,  commence  bndness  with 
asking  me  what  I  think  of  Mary  Monson,  and  of  her  goilt  or 
innocence." 

"That's  because  you  are  married,  Ned," — Dunacomb  coolly 
answered —  "Now,  no  one  thinks  of  putting  snch  a  question  to 
me.  I  see  lots  of  people,  ae  well  as  yourself;  but  not  a  soul  has 
asked  me  whether  I  thought  Mary  Monson  guilty  or  innocent" 

"  Poh  I  You  are  her  counsel,  and  no  one  conld  take  the  liher^ 
I  dare  say  tbat  even  Mr.  Timms,  here,  jonr  associate,  has  nevei 
compared  notes  .with  you  on  that  pailicular  point" 

Timms  was  clearly  not  quite  himself;  and  he  did  not  look  as 
shiewd  as  ho  once  would  have  done  at  such  a  remark.  He  kept 
in  the  back-ground,  and  was  content  ta  listen. 

"  I  do  suppose  association  witih  a  l:m>lher  in  the  kw,  and  in  a 
case  of  life  and  deatii,  is  something  like  matrimony,  Dr.  McBraJu. 
A  good  deal  must  be  taken  {or  granted,  and  not  a  little  on  credit 
As  a  man  is  bound  to  believe  his  wifb  the  iu<»t  excellent,  virtnons, 
most  amiable  and  best  creatnre  on  eturth,  so  is  a  counsel  bound  to 
consider  his  client  innocent  The  relatitHi,  in  each  case,  is  confi- 
dential, however;  and  I  shall  not  piy  into  your  eecreta,  any  more 
than  I  shall  betray  one  of  my  own." 

"  I  asked  for  none,  and  wish  none ;  but  one  may  espross  sur- 
prise at  the  intense  degree  of  exdtement  that  prevails  all  through 
Duke's,  and  even  in  the  adjacent  counties." 

"The  murder  of  a  man  and  his  wife  in  cold  blood,  accompa- 
nied by  robbery  and  arson,  are  enough  to  arouse  tbe  community. 
In  this  particular  case  the  feeling  of  interest  is  increased,  I  make 
uo  doubt,  by  the  extraordinary  character,  as  well  as  by  the  ungnlai 
nystery,  of  the  party  accused.     I  have  bad  many  client^  Ned; 
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Dut  never  one  like  this  before ;  as  yoa  Iiave  had  many  wivesj  but 
DO  one  so  remarkable  ob  tbe  [O'esent  Mrs.  McBrain." 

"Your  time  will  come  yet,  Master  Dunsoomb— recollect  I 
haro  oIwajB  prognosticated  that" 

"  You  forget  that  T  am  approaching  sixty.  A  man's  heart  il 
u  hard  and  dry  as  a  bill  in  chanoery  at  that  age — but,  I  beg 
your  pardon,  Ned;  you  are  an  exception." 

"  I  certainly  believe  that  a  man  can  have  afiectiona,  even  at 
fonr-BCore — and  what  is  more,  I  believe  that  when  the  reason  and 
judgment  come  in  aid  of  the  passions " 

Dunscomb  laughed  outright;  nay,  he  even  gave  a  little  shont, 
his  bachelor  habits  having  rendered  him  more  exuberant  in 
manner  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

"Fassionsl"  h^  cried,  rubbing  hia  hands,  and  looking  ronnd 
for  Timms,  that  he  might  have  eorae  one  to  ahare  in  what  he 
rqjarded  as  a  capital  joke.  "  The  paauons  of  a  fellow  of  three- 
score I  Ned,  you  do  not  flatter  yourself  that  you  have  been 
marrying  tiie  Widow  TJpdyke  in  consequence  of  any  pamtm  you 
feel  for  her?" 

"I  do,  indeed,"  returned  the  Doctor,  with  spirit;  mustering 
resolution  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country—"  Let  mo 
(ell  you,  Tom  Dunscomb,  that  a  warm-hearted  fellow  can  love  a 
woman  dearly,  long  after  the  aga  you  have  mentioned — titat  is, 
provided  he  has  not  let  all  feeling  die  within  him,  for  want  of 
watering  a  plant  that  is  tbe  most  precious  boon  of  a  most  gradons 
Providencck" 

"  Ay,  if  he  begin  at  twenty,  and  keep  even  pace  with  his  be- 
loved down  the  descent  of  time." 

"  That  may  all  be  true ;  but,  if  it  has  been  his  misfortune  to 
fase  one  partner,  a  second " 

"  And  a  third,  Ned,  a  third —  why  not  foot  the  bill  at  odo^ 
BS  they  say  in  the  market?" 

"  Well,  a  third,  too,  if  cireumstanccs  make  that  demand  on 


Jam      Anything  is  better  than  leaviBg  tiie  affectiuns  to  slogiiBto 

for  want  of  coltiYalJoii." 
"  Adam  in  Fantdiee,  by  Jove  I  —  But,  I  '11  not  ntproacli  yaa 

Bgun,  cunce  yon  have  got  so  gentle  and  kind  a  crcfttnrc,  and  one 

who  IB  twen^  yeare  your  junior " 

"  Only  eighteen,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Dunscomb." 

"  Now,  1  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  yon  have  added  tbow 

two  years  to  the  bride's  age,  or  eabtracted  them  from  that  of 

the  bridegroom  1    I  sappose  the  last,  howerer,  as  a  matter  of 

"  I  do  not  well  see  how  yon  can  suppose  any  such  thing,  know- 
ing my  age  as  well  8B  yon  do.  Mrs.  MoBmn  is  forty-two,  an 
■ge  when  a  woman  can  be  aa  loveable  as  at  nineteen — more  so, 
if  her  admirer  happens  to  be  a  roan  of  senn." 

"  And  sixty-two.  Well,  Ned,  you  are  Incorrigible ;  and,  lot 
the  sake  of  the  excellent  woman  who  has  consented  to  have  you, 
I  only  hope  this  will  be  the  last  exhibition  of  your  weakness. 
So  they  talk  a  good  deal  of  Mary  Monson,  up  and  down  ths 
oounlry,  do  they?" 

"  Of  little  else,  I  can  assure  you.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  tide 
if'cnis  to  be  setting  strongly  against  her." 

"  That  is  bad  news ;  as  few  jurors,  now-a-days,  are  superior  to 
Buch  an  infiaence.  "What  is  said,  in  particular.  Dr.  McBrain  f— 
lu  the  way  of  Incte,  I  mean?" 

"One  report  is  that  the  accused  is  full  of  money;  and  that  a 
good  deal  of  that  which  she  is  scattering  broad-^ast  has  been 
aeen  by  different  persons,  at  different  times,  in  the  possession  of 
the  deceased  Mrs.  Goodwin." 

"  Let  them  retail  that  lie,  &r  and  near,  'Squire,  and  we  'U  tnm 
it  to  good  account,"  said  Timms,  taking  out  his  note-book,  and 
writing  down  what  be  had  just  heard.  "  I  have  reason  to  thinV 
that  every  dollar  Mias  Monson  has  uttered  rince  her  oonSno- 
ment "  ,-.  . 
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"  Impriaomuent  would  be  a  better  WOid,  Hr.  TimmBj"  iutcF- 
nq)ted  the  Dootor. 

"I  see  no  great  difierenoe,"  replied  the  literal  attorney  — 
"  but  imprisonmeDt,  if  yon  prefer  it.  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
ev^  dollar  Maty  Moneon  has  put  in  circulation  since  she  entered 
the  gaol  at  Biberry,  has  eome  from  either  young  Mr.  Wilmeter 
or  myself,  in  exchange  for  hundred-dollar  notes — and,  in  one  in- 
Etance,  for  a  oote  of  five  hundred  dollars.  She  is  well  off,  I  can 
tell  yon,  gentlemen;  and  if  she  is  te  be  executed,  her  exeoator 
will  hare  Bomethlng  to  do  when  all  is  over." 

"You  do  not  intend  to  allow  her  to  be  hanged,  Hmmsf 
demanded  MoBrain,  ^hast. 

"  Not  if  I  can  help  it,  Doctor ;  and  this  lie  abont  the  money, 
when  clearly  disprored,  will  be  of  oaptal  eerrioe  to  her.  Let 
ihem  dionlate  it  as  much  as  they  please,  the  lebonnd  will  be 
in  proportion  to  the  blow.  The  more  tJiey  tnroulato  that  foolish 
rumour,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  client'  when  we  come  te 
trial" 

"I  suppose  you  are  right,  ^Kmnis;  though  I  oould  prefer 
planer  dealings.  A  oanse  in  which  you  are  employed,  however, 
must  have  more  or  less  of  management" 

'  Which  is  better,  'Squire,  than  your  law  and  evidence.  But 
what  else  has  Dr.  McBiun  to  tell  usf" 

"  I  hear  that  Peter  (Goodwin's  nephew,  who  it  seems  had  some 
expectations  from  the  old  people,  is  partdoularly  savage,  and  leaves 
no  stone  unturned  to  get  up  a  popular  feeling  against  the  ac- 
ooaed." 

"  He  had  best  beware,"  aaii  Dunsoomb,  his  usually  colourless 
but  handsome  foce  flushing  as  be  spoke.  "I  shall  not  trifle  in  & 
matter  of  this  sort  —  ha  I  Timms?" 

"  Lord  bless  you,  'Squire,  Duke's  county  folks  wouldn't  under- 
(tend  a  denial  of  the  privilege  to  say  what  they  please  in  a  case 
of  this  sort.    They  &ncy  this  is  liberty;  and  'tondi  my  honour, 
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take  your  poker,'  is  not  more  eensitiTe  than  the  feelin'  of  liberty 
in  these  parts.  I  *m  afraid  that  not  onlj  this  Joe  Davia,  bnt  the 
reporters,  wiU  say  just  what  they  please;  and  Mary  Monson'i 
rights  will  whistle  for  it.  Yoo.  will  remember  that  our  judge  ia 
not  only  a  bran-new  one,  but  he  drew  the  two  years'  term  into 
the  bargain.  No,  I  think  it  will  be  wisest  to  let  the  law,  and 
old  prindples,  and  the  right,  and  true  liberty,  quite  alone ;  and 
to  bow  tbe  knee  to  things  as  they  are.  A  good  deal  is  add  abont 
onr  others,  and  their  wisdom,  and  patriotism,  and  sacrifices; 
but  nobody  dreams  of  doing  as  tbey  dul,  or  of  reasoning  as  they 
reatonted.  life  ia  made  up,  in  reality,  of  Aesa  little  matters  in 
a  comer;  while  the  great  principles  strut  about  in  buckram,  for 
men  to  admire  them,  and  talk  about  them.  I  do  take  conaderable 
delight,  'Squire  Bnneoomb,  in  hearing  you  enlarge  on  a  priudple, 
whether  it  be  in  law,  morals,  or  polilics;  bnt  I  should  no  mure 
think  of  praofjning  on  'em,  than  I  should  think  of  refiiung  a 
thousand  dollar  fee." 

"Is  that  your  pice?"  demanded  McBrain,  with  curiosity 
—  "Do  you  worii  for  as  large  a  sum  as  that,  in  this  case, 
Timms?" 

"I'm  paid,  Doctor;  just  as  you  was"  —  tJie  attorney  nevoi 
stuck  at  gradimar — "just  as  you  was  for  that  great  operation  on 
the  Wall-Street  Millenar/lan " 

"  Millionaire,  you  mean,  Timms,"  said  Dunscomb,  coolly — 
"it  means  one  worth  a  million," 

"  I  never  attempt  a  foreign  tongue  but  I  stnmble,"  said  &e 
attorney,  amply;  for  he  knew  that  both  his  friends  were  familiar 
uith  his  orig^,  education,  and  advancement  in  life,  and  that  it 
was  wisest  to  deny  nothing  to  (Ami ;  "  bnt  rinoe  I  have  been  bo 
much  with  Mary  Monson  and  her  woman,  I  do  own  a  desiie  to 
ipeak  the  language  they  use." 

Agiun  Dunscomb  regarded  his  assoinate  intently;  BomeUung 
ixnnical  gleanung  in  his  eye. 
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"Tiiams,  ;ou  hxva  Mien  in  love  with  onr  haadsome  olunt," 
be  quietly  i:emarked. 

"No,  or;  not  quite  as  bad  as  that,  yet;  tboogh  I  will  no 
knowledge  that  the  ladj  is  verj  interesting.  Should  she  bs 
acquitted,  and  oonld  wo  only  get  some  knowledge  of  her  early 
history — why,  that  migM  put  a  new  &oe  on  matters." 

"  I  must  drive  over  to  Biberry  in  the  morning,  and  have  an- 
tther  interview  with  the  lady  myself.  And  now,  Ned,  I  will  join 
your  wife,  and  read  an  epithalaminm  prepared  for  this  great  oo> 
oaaion.  You  need  not  trouble  yotuself  to  follow,  the  song  b«ng 
so  novelty;  for  I  have  read  it  twice  before  on  your  aooount." 

A  hearty  laugh  at  his  own  wit  oHicluded  the  diacourse  on  the 
part  of  the  great  York  Doansellor;  tJiongh  Tinuos  remained  some 
time  Itmgw  wiik  iba  Dootor,  qnestioning  the  latter  toocliing 
(fiiirfoiM  and  bote  gleaned  by  the  phyaioiaQ  in  the  ixnuse  of  hii 
i&caaHi. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

"  fVoni  hi*  brinutnne  bed  &t  broiik  of  iaj, 
A  wslkm^  ths  devil  is  goae. 
To  vi^t  hii  little  mug  Ikrm  of  the  earth, 
And  see  how  hi*  itock  irenl  on." 

DUMBOOMB  was  M  good  aa  his  iroti.  Next  morning  he  iris  on 
big  way  to  Bibeiry.  Be  iru  thonghtfiil ;  had  laid  a.  bundle  of 
papers  od  tlie  front  seat  ot  the  carriage,  and  went  hia  way  mumng 
and  ^leni  Singularly  enongb,  hia  only  companion  was  Anna 
Updjke,  who  bad  asked  a  seat  in  the  carriage  timidly,  but  with 
an  eameBtneas  that  prevailed.  Hod  Jack  Wilmeter  been  at 
Biberry,  this  reCjuest  would  not  have  been  made ;  but  she  knew 
he  was  in  town,  and  that  she  might  make  tbe  little  excuisiou 
without  the  imputation  of  indelicacy,  eo  &r  as  he  was  oonccmed. 
Her  object  will  appear  in  the  course  of  tbe  narradTe. 

The  "best  tavern"  in  Biberry  was  kept  by  Daniel  Horton. 
The  wife  of  this  good  man  had  a  native  propen^ty  to  talk  that 
had  been  essentially  cultivated  in  the  oonrse  of  five>and-twcnty 
years'  practice  in  the  inn  where  she  had  commenced  her  career 
as  maid :  and  was  now  finishing  it  as  mistress.  As  is  commtn 
with  persons  of  her  class,  she  knew  hundreds  of  those  who  A^ 
quent«d  her  house ;  calling  each  readily  by  name,  and  treating 
every  one  with  a  certain  degree  of  profesdonal  familiarity  that  is 
(fi  from  uncommon  in  country  inns. 

"  Mr.  Bunscomb,  I  declare  1 "  cried  this  woman,  as  she  entered 
The  room,  and  found  the  counsellor  and  his  companion  in  posKA- 
don  of  her  best  parlour.     "  This  is  a  pleasure  I  did  not  ^W<^ 


nntil  the  oircuit.  It's  quite  twenty  years,  'Squire,  duco  I  bad 
the  pleasure  of  fiist  waiting  on  you  iu  ihia  Iiouse.  And  a  plea- 
sure it  haa  always  been;  for  I've  not  foi^tten  theejentmenl 
iuit  that  you  carried  for  Horton  when  we  was  only  new-beginnevs. 
I  am  glad  to  see  you,  air;  welcome  to  Bibciry,  as  is  this  young 
lady,  who  is  your  daughter,  I  presume,  Mr.  Dunscomb  ?" 

"  You  forget  that  I  am  a  bachelor,  Mrs.  Horton  —  no  marry* 
ing  man,  in  any  aenae  of  the  word." 

"I  might  have  known  that,  bad  I  reflected  a  moment;  for 
they  say  Mary  Monson  employs  none  but  bachelors  and  widowem      * 
in  her  case;  and  you  are  her  counsel,  I  know." 

"  Thia  is  a  peculiarity  of  which  I  was  not  aware.  Timms  b  « 
bachelor,  cerbdnly,  as  well  aa  myself;  but  to  whom  elae  can  yon 
allude  7  Jack  Wilmeter,  my  nephew,  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
employed  at  all  J  nor,  for  that  matter,  Michael  Millingtou;  though 
neither  ia  mairicd." 

"Yea,  sir;  we  know  both  of  the  last  well,  they  haTing  lodged 
with  ua.  If  young  Mr.  Wilmeter  is  dngle,  I  &ncy  it  is  not  his 
own  foul*"  —here  Mrs.  Horton  looked  very  wise,  but  continued 
tallcing — "  Young  gentlemen  of  a  good  appearance  and  hand- 
some fortunes  commonly  have  not  much  difficulty  in  getting 
WiToa  —  not  as  much  as  young  ladies;  for  you  men  make  tlie 
law,  and  you  give'  your  own  sex  the  beat  chance,  almost  aa  a 
matter  of  course " 

''  Pardon  me,  Mrs.  Horton,"  interrupted  Bunacomb,  a  httle 
formally,  like  one  who  felt  grei^  intereat  in  the  sabjeot — "you 
were  remarking  that  we  have  the  beat  chance  of  getting  married; 
and  here  have  I  been  a  bachelor  all  my  life,  trying  in  vain  to 
enter  into  the  happy  state  of  matrimony — if,  indeed,  it  deaerve 
to  be  BO  termed." 

"  It  could  not  be  very  difficult  for  you  to  find  a  companion," 
idd  the  landlady,  shaking  her  head ;  "  and  for  the  reason  I  haTC 
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" Which  was 1" 

"  That  you  men  have  made  the  kwB  and  profit  by  them.  Foir 
can  Oik  whom  yon  please  \  but  a  woman  is  obliged  to  wut  to  be 
naked." 

"  You  nerer  were  in  &  greater  mistake  in  your  life,  I  do  assure 
y:>u,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton.  There  is  uo  such  law  on  the  subjcot. 
Any  woman  may  put  the  questJon,  as  well  as  any  man.  TIiei 
mu  the  law,  and  I  don't  think  the  Code  has  changed  it" 

"Yea,  I  know  that  well  enongh,  and  get  laughed  at,  and 
pdnted  at,  for  her  pains.  I  know  that  a  good  deal  is  said  about 
loaj^yehr;  but  who  eret  heard  of  a  woman's  pnttdng  the  ques- 
tion ?  I  &ncy  that  eren  Mary  Monson  would  think  twice  before 
she  took  BO  bold  a  step  once." 

"  Mary  Miaison  I"  exclaimed  Dunscomb,  suddenly  turning  to- 
wards his  hostess  —  "  Has  she  a  reputation  for  being  attentive  to 
gentlemen  7" 

"Not  that  I  know  of;  but——" 

"  Then  allow  me  to  say,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton,"  interrupted 
the  celebrated  counsellor,  with  a  manner  that  was  almost  austere, 
"  that  yon  hare  been  greatly  to  blame  in  hazarding  the  sort  of 
remaA  you  did.  If  you  tnau)  nothing  of  the  character  you  oep. 
tunly  ineinnated,  yon  should  hare  said  nothing.  It  is  very 
extTa(a<dinary  that  women,  alive  as  they  must  be  to  the  oonse- 
quences  to  one  of  their  own  bcz,  are  ever  more  ready  than  men 
to  throw  out  careless,  and  frequently  malicious  hints,  that  take 
away  a  reputation,  and  do  a  melancholy  amount  of  harm  in  tho 
ivorld.  Slander  is  the  least  respectable,  the  most  unchiisdaiK 
like,  and  the  most  nnlady-like  rice,  of  all  the  secondary  dns  of 
your  sex.  One  would  think  die  danger  yon  are  tdl  exposed  to  in 
eoDimon,  would  teach  yon  greater  caution." 

"Yes,  nr,  that  is  tme;  but  this  Mary  Monson  is  in  such  a 
[nokle  already,  diat  it  is  not  easy  to  make  Act-  case  much  worse," 
answered  Mrs.  Horton,  a  good  deal  frightened  at  the  austerity  of 


Dunscomb'a  rebuke ;  for  bU  repntadon  was  too  higb  to  rcadei 
his  good  or  bad  opinion  a  matter  of  indifierenoe  to  her.  "  If 
foa  only  knew  the  half  tbat  is  Biud  of  her  in  Duke's,  yon 
wouldn't  mind  a  careless  word  or  so  about  her.  Everybody 
thinks  her  guilty.;  and  a  crime,  more  or  less,  can  be  of  no  great 
matter  to  tbe  likes  of  her." 

"Ah,  Mrs.  Horton,  theae  careless  words  do  a  vast  deal  of 
hanu.  They  insinuate  away  a  repatataon  in  a  breath  j  and  my 
expenence  has  taught  me  that  they  who  are  the  most  apt  to  ose 
them,  are  persons  whose  own  conduct  will  least  bear  the  light. 
Women  with  a  whole  log-heap  of  beams  in  their  own  eyes,  are 
remarkable  for  dis^Tering  motes.  Give  me  the  female  who 
floats  along  quietly  in  her  sphere,  unoffending  and  charitable, 
wishing  for  the  best,  and  as  difficult  to  be  brought  to  iMnk  as  tc 
io  evil.   But^  they  talk  a  good  deal  agunst  myclient,'do  they?" 

"  More  than  I  have  ever  known  folks  talk  against  any  indicted 
person,  man  or  woman.  The  pria&jghters,  who  were  in  for 
murder,  had  a  pretty  hard  time  of  it;  but  nothing  to  MaryMon- 
Bon's.  In  short,  undl  'Sqnire  Timms  came  out  in  her  &vour, 
she  had  no  chance  at  all." 

"  Thb  is  not  very  enconraging,  certainly —  but  what  is  said, 
Mrs.  Horton,  if  you  will  snfier  me  to  put  tlie  question  7' ' 

"  Why,  'Squire  Dunscomb,"  answered  the  woman,  parsing  ap 
a  very  pretty  American  mouth  of  her  own,  "  a  body  is  never  sure 
that  you  won't  call  what  she  says  slander        " 

"  Poh — ^poh — ^yoo  know  me  bet1«r  than  that  I  never  meddle 
with  that  vile  class  of  suite.  I  am  employed  to  defend  Mary 
Monson,  you  know " 

"  Yes,  and  are  well  pud  for  it  too,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  if  alJ 
(hat  a  body  hears  is  true,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Horton,  a  littl^ 
^pitcfully.     "  Five  thousand  dollars,  tliey  eay,  to  a  cent  1" 

Dunscomb,  who  was  working  literally  witbout  other  rewaiU 
Jinn  the  consciousness  of  doing  hin  dntj,  smiled,  while  he  frowned 
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It  tluB  &cBh  instance  of  the  absurdities  into  which  rumour  oat 
tead  its  votaries.  Bowing  a  little  apology,  lie  coolly  lighted  a 
BCgar,  and  proceeded. 

"  Where  is  it  supposed  that  Mary  Monson  can  find  each  lai'gii 
sums  to  bestow,  Mrs.  Horton  ?' '  be  qmetly  asked,  when  his  segai 
was  properly  lighted.  "It  is  not  usual  for  young  aud  fiiendlets 
women  to  have  pockets  so  well  lined." 

"  Nor  is  it  usual  for  young  women  to  rob  and  murder  old  ones, 

"  Was  Mrs.  Goodniu's  stocking  thought  to  be  large  enough  to 
hold  sums  like  that  you  have  mentioned?" 

"Nobody  knows.  Gold  takes  but  little  room,  as  witoefB 
Califomy.  There  waa  General  Wilton — everyone  thought  him 
rich  as  Gscear " 

"  Do  you  not  mean  Crcesua,  Mrs.  Horton  ?" 

"  Well,  Ciesar  or  Cnssus ;  both  were  rich,  I  do  suppose,  and 
General  Wilton  was  thought  the  equal  of  either ;  but,  when  he 
died,  bis  estate  wouldn't  pay  his  debts.  On  the  other  hand,  old 
Davy  Davidson  was  set  down  by  nobody  at  more  than  twenty 
thousand,  and  he  left  ten  times  that  much  money.  So  I  say  no- 
body knows.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  always  a  saving  woman,  though 
Peter  would  make  the  dollars  fly,  if  he  could  get  at  them.  There 
was  certainly  a  weak  spot  in  Peter,  though  known  to  but  a  very 
few." 

Dunscomb  now  listened  attentively.  Every  fact  of  this  nature 
was  of  importance  just  then ;  and  nothing  could  be  said  of  the 
murdered  couple  that  would  not  induce  all  engaged  in  the  cause 
to  prick  up  their  ears. 

"  I  have  always  understood  that  Peter  Goodwin  was  a  very 
respectable  sort  of  a  man,"  observed  Dunscomb,  with  a  profound 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  which  was  &r  more  likely  to  induce 
the  woman  to  be  communicative,  in  the  way  of  opposition,  than 
by  any  other  process  —  "  ae  respectable  a  man  as  any  about  here.' 


"  So  he  might  be,  but  he  had  hia  weak  points  ae  well  as  other 
respect&ble  men;  thongb,  as  I  have  said  already,  his'n  waan'' 
generally  known.  Everybody  is  respectable,  I  auppoae,  until 
they  're  found  out  But  Peter  is  dead  and  gone,  and  I  have  no 
wish  to  disturb  his  grave,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  anful  act." 

This  Bounded  still  more  ominously,  and  it  greatly  increased 
Punscomb's  desire  to  leam  more.  Still  he  saw  that  great  caution 
must  be  used,  Mrs.  Horton  choosing  to  affect  much  tendemeas 
for  her  deceased  neighbour's  character.  The  counsellor  knew 
baman  nature  well  enough  to  be  aware  that  indifference  was 
sometimes  as  good  a  stimulant  as  opposildou ;  and  he  now  thought 
it  expedient  to  try  the  ^rtue  of  that  quality.  Without  making 
any  immediate  answer,  therefore,  he  desired  the  attendve  and 
uixioas  Anna  Updyke  to  perform  some  little  ofBce  for  him ;  thua 
managing  to  get  her  out  of  die  room,  while  the  hostess  stayed 
behind.  Then  his  segor  did  not  quite  suit  him,  and  he  tried  an- 
other, making  divers  little  delays  that  set  the  landlady  on  the 
tenter-hooks  of  impatience. 

"  Tes,  Peter  is  gone — dead  and  buried — and  I  hope  the  sod 
lies  lightly  on  hia  remains  I"  she  said,  sighing  ostentatiously. 

"  Therein  you  are  mistaken,  Mrs.  Hort«n,"  the  counselloi 
ooolly  remarked — "  the  remains  of  neither  of  tibfsa  fbimd  in  the 
ruins  of  the  house  are  under  ground  yet;  but  are  kept  tar  the 
trial." 

"  What  a  time  wo  shall  have  of  it !  —  so  exciting  and  full  of 
mystery  1" 

"  And  you  might  add  '  custom,'  Mrs.  Horton.  The  reporters 
alone,  who  will  ceridn'y  come  &om  town  like  an  inroad  of  Cos- 
neks,  will  fill  your  house." 

"  Yes,  and  themselves  too.  To  be  honest  with  you,  'Squire 
Ounscomb,  too  many  i^  those  gentry  wish  to  be  kept  for  nothing 
10  make  them  pleasant  boarders.  I  dare  say,  however,  we  shall 
be  Aill  enough  next  week.     I  sometimes  wish  there  wnn  uoi 
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tnoh  tliiug  iB  justice,  after  a  hard-working  Oyer  and  '.rcraiinei 

"You  should  be  under  no  conoem,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton.  on 
that  subject.  There  is  leally  so  little  of  the  thing  70a  have  men- 
tioned, Uiat  no  reasonable  woman  need  make  herself  nnhappy 
about  it.     So  Feter  Goodwin  was  a  fiiultless  man,  was  he?" 

"  As  fiir  from  it  as  posable,  if  the  truth  was  said  of  him ;  and 
seeing  the  man  is  not  absolutely  under  ground,  I  do  not  know 
why  it  may  not  be  UiA.  I  can  respect  the  grave,  as  well  as  an- 
other; but,  as  he  is  not  buried,  one  may  tell  the  truth.  Peter 
Goodwin  was,  by  no  means,  the  man  he  seemed  to  be." 

"  In  wliat  particular  did  he  fiiil,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton  ?" 

To  be  good  in  Dunscomb's  eyes,  the  landlady  well  knew,  was 
a  great  honour ;  and  she  was  flattered  as  much  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  words  were  uttered,  as  by  their  import  Woman-like, 
Airs.  Horton  was  overcome  by  this  littlo  bit  of  homage;  and  she 
felt  disposed  to  ^Te  up  a  secret  which,  to  do  her  jusliee,  had  ' 
been  religiously  kept  now  for  some  ten  ot  twelve  yeais  between 
herself  and  her  husband.  As  she  and  the  counsel  were  alone, 
dropping  her  voice  a  little,  more  for  the  sake  of  appearances  than 
for  any  sufficient  reason,  the  landlady  proceeded. 

"  Why,  you  must  know,  'Sijuiie  Dunscomb,  that  Peter  Good- 
win was  a  member  of  meetiu',  and  a  professing  Christian,  which 
I  suppose  was  all  the  better  for  him,  seeing  tliat  be  was  to  be 
murdered." 

"  And  do  you  consider  his  being  a  '  professing  Christian,'  as 
jrcu  call  it,  a  circumstance  to  be  concealed  7" 

"  Not  at  all,  sir — but  I  conddcr  it  a  good  reason  why  the  &cta 
I  am  about  to  tell  yon,  ought  not  to  be  generally  known.  Scoffers 
abound;  and  I  take  it  that  the  feelings  of  a  believer  onght  to  be 
ireatod  more  tenderly  than  those  of  an  unbeliever,  for  the  church'i 
sake." 

"  That  is  a  fashion  of  the  timeg  too  —  one  of  the  ways  of  &s 
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hour,  whether  it  is  to  last  or  not.  But,  proceed  if  yoa  please, 
my  good  Mrs.  Horton ;  I  am  quite  curious  to  know  by  what 
particuki  tnu  Satan  managed  to  overcome  this  '  profesdug  Chris- 

"Ho  drank,  'Squire  Dunscomb  —  no,  he  guitkd,  for  that  is 
the  betA  word.  You  must  know  that  Dolly  was  avarice  itself— 
tiu-Vs  tha  Teason  she  took  this  Mary  Mouson  in  to  board,  though 
W  house  ma  no  ways  Boited  for  boardeis,  standing  out  <^  the 
way,  with  only  one  small  spare  bed-room,  and  that  under  the 
roof.  Had  iihe  let  this  stranger  woman  come  to  one  of  the  re- 
gular houses,  aa  she  might  have  done,  and  been  far  better  accom< 
modated  than  it  was  possible  for  her  to  be  in  a  garret,  it  is  not 
likely  she  would  have  been  murdered.  She  lost  her  life,  as  I  tell 
Horton,  for  meddling  with  other  people's  bnuncsa." 

"  If  such  were  the  legnhur  and  ineviti^lo  punishment  of  that 
particular  oSence,  my  good  landlady,  there  would  be  a  great 
dearth  of  ladies,"  said  Tom  Dunscomb,  a  little  drily — "  but,  you 
were  remarking  that  Peter  Qoodwin,  the  member  of  meeting,  and 
Mary  Monson'a  supposed  Tictim,  had  a  weakness  in  &7our  of 
itioag  liquM?" 

"  Juleps  were  Ma  choice — I  've  heard  of  a  part  of  the  countiy, 
somewbere  about  Vir^ny,  I  believe  it  is,  where  tee-totallen 
make  an  esception  in  fitvoor  of  jnleps — it  may  do  ikere,  'Squire 
Dunscomb,  but  it  won't  do  here.  No  liquor  undoes  a  body,  in 
tbia  part  of  the  country,  sooner  than  mint  juleps.  I  will  find 
you  ten  constitutdons  that  can  hold  out  ag'in  brandy,  or  plain 
grog,  or  even  grog,  beer  and  dder,  all  three  together,  where  you 
can  find  me  one  that  will  bold  out  ag'in  juleps.  I  alwaya  sel 
down  a  reg'lar  julep  fancier  as  a  case  —  that  is,  in  this  part  of 
the  conntry." 

"  Very  true,  my  good  landlady,  and  very  senablo  and  juat.  1 
consider  you  a  sensible  and  just  woman,  whose  mind  bau  been 
eidargad  by  an  extensive  acquaiotsTice  with  human  nature " 


"  A  body  doee  pick  tip  &  good  deal  in  and  around  a  bar,  'Squira 
Dunscomb !" 

"  Kck  up,  indeed  —  I  've  known  'em  picked  up  by  the  down 
tnysclf.     And  Peter  would  take  the  juleps  ?" 

"  Awfully  fond  of  them  1  He  no  more  dared  to  take  one  at 
home,  however,  than  he  dared  to  go  and  ask  Minister  Watch  to 
make  him  one.  No,  he  knoVd  better  where  4ihe  right  sort  of 
article  was  to  be  bad,  and  always  came  down  to  onr  house  when 
he  was  dry.  Horton. mixes  stiS,  or  we  should  have  been  a  good 
deal  bettor  off  in  the  world  than  we  are — not  that  we're  mia'r»- 
ble,  as  it  is.  But  Horton  takes  it  strong  himself,  and  he  mixes 
strong  for  others.  Feter  soon  found  this  oat,  and  he  fancied  his 
julepa  more,  as  he  has  often  told  me  himself,  than  the  juleps  of 
the  great  Bowery-man,  who  has  a  name  for  'em,  fer  and  near. 
Horton  can  mix  a  julep,  if  be  can  do  nothing  else." 

"  And  Peter  Goodwin  was  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  youi 
house  privately,  to  indulge  this  propensity." 

"I'm  almost  ashamed  to  own  that  he  did  —  perhaps  it  was 
mnful  in  us  to  let  him ;  but  a  body  must  carry  out  the  idee 
of  trade  —  onr  trade  is  tavern-keeping,  and  it's  our  bosineBs  to 
mix  liquors,  though  Minister  Watch  says,  almost  every  Sabbath, 
that  professors  should  do  nothing  out  of  sight  that  they  wouldn't 
do  before  the  whole  congregation.  I  don't  hold  to  that,  however* 
Sir  it  would  soon  break  up  tavern-keeping  altogether.  Yea,  Pet«i 
did  drink  awAilly,  in  a  comer." 

"To  intoxication,  do  you  mean,  Mre,  Horton?" 

"  To  delirrum  tremus,  sir — yes,  full  up  to  that  His  way  wa  f 
to  come  down  to  the  village  on  the  pretence  of  business,  and  t/ 
come  right  to  our  house,  where  I  've  known  him  to  take  thrcf 
julepa  in  the  first  half-hour.  Sometimes  he  'd  pretend  to  go  !/■ 
town  to  see  his  sister,  when  he  would  stay  two  or  three  days  up- 
iituirs  in  a  room  that  Horton  keeps  for  what  he  calls  his  eaie> — ht 
has  given  the  room  the  name  of  his  tenri2 — hoapital-ward  be  means." 


^Jatiie  worthy  Mr.  Hortoo  &  member  of  the  meetiog  also, 
my  good  landlady?" 

Mrs.  Horton  had  the  grace  to  colour;  but  she  answered  with 
out  stammering,  habit  fortifying  us  in  moral  disorepaneiea  mueli 
more  serious  than  even  tliia. 

"  He  was,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  may  aay  he  is  yet;  though 
he  hasn't  attended,  now,  for  more  than  two  years.  The  question 
got  to  be  between  meetin'  and  the  bar ;  and  the  bar  carried  the 
day,  so  far  as  Horton  ia  concerned.  I  We  held  out  better,  I  hope, 
and  expect  to  gam  a  mtory.  It  'a  quite  enough  to  have  one 
backslider  in  a  family,  I  toll  my  husband,  'Squire." 

"  A  sufficient  supply,  ma'am  —  quite  a  sufficiency.  So  Petei 
Goodwin  lay  ill  your  house  drank,  days  at  a  time  ?" 

"  I  'm  sorry  to  say  be  did.  He  was  here  a  week  once,  with 
delirrum  tremus  on  him ;  but  Horton  carried  him  through  by 
the  use  of  julepa;  for  that'a  tho  time  to  take  'em,  everybody 
says;  and  we  got  him  home  without  old  Dolly's  knowing  that  he 
ladn't  been  with  his  sister  the  whole  time.  That  turn  satisfied 
Peter  for  three  good  months." 

"  Bid  Peter  pay  as  be  went,  or  did  you  keep  a  score  7" 

"  Ready  money,  air.  Cateh  ns  keeping  an  account  with  a  man 
-when  his  wife  ruled  tho  roast  I  No,  Peter  paid  like  a  king,  for 
every  mouthful  he  swallowed." 

"  I  am  tar  from  certiun  tbat  the  compariaon  is  a  good  one, 
kings  being  in  no  degree  remarkable  for  paying  their  debts.  But, 
is  it  not  possible  that  Peter  may  have  set  his  own  house  on  fire, 
ind  thus  have  caused  all  this  calamity,  for  which  my  client  ia 
held  responsible?" 

"  I  'to  thought  that  over  a  good  deal  unce  the  murder,  'Squii«, 
but  don't  well  see  how  it  can  be  made  out.  Setting  the  building 
on  fire  is  simple  enough ;  but  who  killed  the  old  couple,  and  who 
mbbed  the  boose,  unless  this  Miuy  Monson  did  botb?" 
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day  to  dawn  after  a  darker  night  than  this.     I  believe  that  Un, 
Goodwin  and  her  husband  were  very  nearly  of  the  same  hctghtf " 

"  Exactly ;  I  've  seen  them  measure,  back  to  back.  He  was  a 
very  short  man,  and  she  a  very  tall  woman!" 

"  I>o  you  know  anything  of  a  German  female  who  is  said  to 
have  lived  with  the  unfortunate  conplef" 

"  There  has  been  some  talk  of  such  a  person  ance  the  fire  j 
bat  Dolly  Goodwin  kept  no  help.  She  was  too  stingy  for  that; 
then  she  had  no  need  of  it,  being  very  strong  and  stirring  fw  her 
Ume  of  life." 

"  Might  not  a  boarder,  like  Miss  Monson,  have  induced  ber  to 
take  this  foreigner  into  ber  femily  for  a  few  weeks  ?  The  nearest 
neighbours,  those  who  would  be  moat  likely  to  know  all  abont  it, 
say  that  no  wages  were  given;  the  woman  working  for  her  food 
and  lodging." 

"'Squire  Dunscomb,  yon '11  never  make  it  out  that  any  Ger- 
man killed  Peter  and  his  wife." 

"  Perhaps  not;  though  even  that  is  possible.  Such,  however, 
is  not  the  object  of  my  present  enquiries — but,  here  comos  my 
associate  counsel,  and  I  will  take  another  occasion  to  continue 
this  conversation,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton." 

Timms  entered  with  a  hurried  air.  For  the  first  time  in  hia 
life  he  appeared  to  his  associate  and  old  master  to  be  agitated. 
Cold,  calculating,  and  cunning,  this  man  seldom  permitted  him- 
self to  be  so  much  thrown  off  his  guard  as  to  betray  emotion ; 
but  now  be  actually  did.  There  was  a  tremor  in  his  form  that 
extended  to  his  voice;  and  he  seemed  aiiraid  to  trust  the  latte 
even  in  the  customary  salutations.  Nodding  his  bead,  he  drew 
chair  and  took  his  seat. 

"You  have  been  to  the  gaol?"  asked  Dunscomb. 

A  nod  was  the  answer. 

"  You  were  admitted,  and  had  an  interview  with  our  client?' 

Nod  the  third  was  the  only  reply.  , .  . 
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*'  Vii  you  put  the  questions  to  her,  as  I  deared  ?" 

"  I  did,  »r;  but  I  wonid  sooaer  cross-eKamine  all  Duke's^  than 
undertake  to  get  aujthing  she  dora  not  wish  to  tell,  out  of  that 
ODe  young  lady!" 

"  I  fancy  most  young  ladies  have  a  faculty  for  keeping  such 
oiattera  to  themselvea  as  they  do  not  wish  to  reveal.  Am  I  td 
understand  that  yoo  got  no  answers  f" 

"  I  leally  do  not  know,  'Squire.  She  was  polite,  and  obliging, 
and  smiling — but,  somehow  or  other,  I  do  not  recollect  her  re- 
plies." 

"  You  must  be  &lling  in  love,  Timms,  to  return  witJi  sncb  an 
aocount,"  retorted  Zhmscomh,  a  cold  but  very  sarcastio  smile 
passing  over  his  &ice.  "Have  a  care,  sir;  'IJs  a  passion  that 
makes  >  fool  of  a  man  sooner  than  any  other.  I  do  not  thin^ 
there  is  much  danger  of  the  lady's  returning  your  flame ;  unless, 
indeed,  you  can  manage  to  make  her  acquittal  a  condition  of  the 
match." 

"  I  am  afraid  —  dreadfully  afraid,  her  acquittal  will  be  a  very 
desperate  affiiii,"  answered  Timma,  passing  his  bands  down  his 
hee,  as  if  to  wipe  away  his  weakness.  "  The  deeper  I  get  into 
the  matter,  the  worse  it  appears  I" 

"  Have  yon  given  our  client  any  intimation  to  this  effect  f " 

"  I  hadn't  the  heart  to  do  it.  She  is  just  as  composed,  and 
calm,  and  tranquil,  and  judidous — yes,  and  ingenious,  as  if  ike 
were  only  the  counsel  in  this  afiair  of  life  and  death  1  I  couldn't 
distrust  so  much  tianqiiiUi^.     I  wish  I  knew  her  history  I" 

"  My  interrogatories  pointed  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  her 
furnishing  us  with  the  means  of  enlightening  the  court  and  jury 
on  that  most  material  point,  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst" 

"  I  know  they  did,  sir;  but  they  no  more  got  at  the  truth  than 
my  own  pressing  questions.  I  should  like  to  see  that  lady  on  the 
stand,  above  all  things !  I  think  she  would  bother  sancy  Williams, 
and  fturly  put  him  out  of  countenance.     By  the  way,  mx,  I  heai 
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be  is  cmp b^etl  against  oa  by  the  nephew,  who  is  quite  fononi 
thaat  the  loss  of  the  money,  which  he  pretends  was  ft  much 
larger  sum  than  the  neighbourhood  has  commonly  snpposed." 

"  I  have  always  thought  the  relations  would  employ  some  one 
to  BB&Jat  the  public  proseoutor  in  a  case  of  this  magnitude.  The 
theory  of  our  goremment  is  that  the  public  virtue  will  see  the 
kwB  executed;  but,  in  my  experience,  Timms,  this  pnblio  virtae 
is  u  yery  acquiescent  and  indifferent  quality,  seldom  troubling 
ilaelf  even  to  abate  &  nnisance,  nntil  its  own  nose  b  offended,  oi 
its  own  pocket  damaged." 

"  Roguery  ia  always  more  active  than  honesty — I  found  that 
oat  long  mux,  'Squire.  But,  it  is  naf  ral  for  a  public  prosecntor 
not  to  preas  one  on  trial  for  life,  and  the  accused  a  woman,  closer 
than  circumstances  seem  to  demand.  It  is  true,  that  popular 
feeling  is  strong  ag'in  Maiy  Monson ;  b*it  it  was  well  in  the  ne- 
phew to  fee  such  a  bull-dog  as  Williams,  if  he  wishes  to  make  a 
clean  sweep  of  it." 

"Does  our  client  know  this?" 

"  Certainly;  she  seems  to  know  all  about  her  caae,  and  has  a 
strange  pleasure  in  entering  into  the  mode  and  manner  of  her 
defence.  It  would  do  your  heart  good,  sir,  to  see  the  manner  in 
which  she  listens,  and  advises,  and  conaulta.  She 's  wonderful 
hand^me  at  such  tdmesi" 

"  You  are  in  love,  Timms;  and  I  shall  have  to  engage  some 
other  asustant  First  Jack,  and  then  you  I  TJmph  I  This  is  a 
strange  worid,  of  a  Teri^." 

"I  don't  think  it's  quite  as  bad  with  me  as  that,"  saidl^ms, 
this  time  rubbing  his  shaggy  eye-brows  as  if  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  he  were  dreaming,  "  though  I  must  own  I  do  not  feel  pro- 
raaely  as  I  did  a  month  once.  I  wish  you  would  see  our  cUent 
yonraelf,  ur,  and  make  her  understand  how  important  it  is 
to  her  interest  that  we  should  know  something  of  her  past  his- 
tory," 
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"  Do  ;ou  Uuok  her  name  a  rightfully  set  forth  in  the  indiot 
ttent?" 

"  Bj  DO  means — but^  as  she  haa  c&lled  herself  Mary  Monson, 
•lie  cannot  aviul  herself  of  her  own  acte." 

"  Cerl^ly  not  —  I  aated  merely  as  a  matter  of  information. 
She  must  be  made  to  feel  the  neoeaaily  of  fortifying  us  on  that 
particular  point,  else  it  will  go  &r  towards  convictiDg  her.  Jurors 
do  not  like  aliases." 

"  She  knows  this  already  j  for  I  have  l^d  the  matter  before 
her,  a^nand  again.  Nothing  seems  to  move  her,  however;  and 
as  to  apprehenmon,  she  appears  to  be  above  all  fear." 

"  This  is  most  extraordinary  1  —  Have  you  interrogated  the 

"  How  can  1 7  She  speaks  no  English ;  and  I  can't  utter  a 
irrllsble  in  any  foreign  tongne." 

"Hal  Does  she  pretend  to  that  muoh  ignorance?  Marie 
Uoulin  speaks  very  intelligible  English,  as  I  know  from  having 
eonversed  with  her  often.  She  is  a  clever,  prudent  Swiss,  from 
one  of  the  French  cantons,  and  is  known  for  her  fidelity  and 
trustworthiness.  With  me  she  will  hardly  venture  to  practise 
this  deception.  If  she  has  feigned  ignorance  of  English,  it  was 
in  order  to  keep  her  secrets." 

Timma  admitted  tho  probability  of  its  being  so ;  then  ho  en- 
tered into  a  longer  and  more  minute  det^  of  the  state  of  the 
case.  In  the  first  place,  he  admitted  that,  in  spite  of  all  his  own 
efforts  tn  the  oontraiy,  the  popnlar  feeling  was  setting  strong 
■gainst  their  client.  "  Frank  Williams,"  as  he  called  the  sauqy 
person  who  bore  that  name,  bad  entered  into  the  sbnggle  might 
and  main,  and  was  making  his  custonuiy  impressions. 

"  His  fees  must  be  liberal,"  continued  Tinuns,  "  and  I  should 
think  areiu  some  way  dependent  on  the  result;  fbr  I  never  saw 
tbe  fellow  more  engaged  in  my  life." 
_  "  This  predons  Code  does  allow  such  a  bargain  to  be  made 


t44  THK    WATS    Og    THX     U  O  U  R. 

between  the  coonsel  and  his  client,  or  an;  other  bai^n  thai  h 
Dot  downright  conspiracy,"  returned  Dunscomb;  "  but  I  do  not 
Me  wh&t  is  to  be  shared,  even  should  Mary  Monson  be  hanged." 
"  Do  not  speak  in  that  manner  of  so  agreeable  a  person,"  cried 
Timms,  actually  manifesting  emotion — "it  is  unpleasant  to  think 
o£  It  is  true,  a  conviction  will  not  bring  money  to  the  proso- 
entjon,  nnleaa  it  should  bring  to  light  some  of  Mrs.  Goodwin'i 

Donecomb  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  bis  associate  proceeded 
with  his  narratiTe.  Two  of  the  reporters  were  offended,  and  thtai 
allnuons  to  the  cause,  which  were  ahnost  daily  in  their  respeetiTo 
journals,  were  ill-natored,  and  calculated  to  do  great  harm,  though 
so  &r  covered  as  to  wear  an  ur  of  seeming  candour.  The  natural 
effect  of  this  "constant  dropping,"  in  a  community  accustomed 
to  refer  everything  to  the  common  mind,  bad  been  "  to  wear  away 
the  stone."  Many  of  those  who,  at  first,  had  been  disposed  to 
sustain  the  accused,  unwilling  to  believe  that  one  so  young,  so 
educated,  so  modest  in  deportment,  so  engaging  in  manners,  and 
of  the  gentler  sez,  could  possibly  be  guil^  of  the  crimes  im- 
puted, were  now  changing  their  opinions,  under  the  control  of 
this  potent  and  doister  mode  of  working  on  Uie  public  sentdmenL 
The  agents  employed  by  T^mms  to  counteract  this  malign  infiu- 
enoe  had  tailed  of  their  otgect ;  they  working  merely  for  money, 
while  those  of  the  other  m.de  were  resenting  what  they  regarded 
as  an  affront. 

The  &mily  of  the  Burtons,  the  nearest  ndgbbours  of  the 
Goodwins,  no  longer  received  Timms  with  the  frank  cordiality  that 
they  bad  manifested  in  the  earlier  period  of  his  intercourse  with 
them.  Then,  they  had  been  oommnnicatjvc,  eager  to  tell  all  that 
they  knew,  and,  as  the  lawyer  fancied,  even  a  little  more ;  while 
they  were  now  reserved,  uneasy,  and  indisposed  to  let  one-half 
of  the  real  facta  within  their  knowledge  be  known.  Tinmu 
thought  they  bad  been  worked  upon,  and  that  they  might  ezpeol 
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Home  Iioslile  and  importaat  testimonj  from  that  quarter.  Tho 
consnltation  ended  by  am  esclamadoa  from  Dunsoomb  on  the 
Bnbjeot  of  the  abuses  that  were  so  &st  creeping  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  rendering  the  boasted  freemen  of  America, 
(bough  in  a  different  mode,  little  more  likely  to  receive  its  benefit 
&om  an  nnpollnted  stream,  than  they  who  live  nnder  the  worn 
out  and  confessedly  oorrnpt  systems  of  tbe  old  world.  Such  is 
die  tendency  of  tb'u^  nod  eaib  one  of  the  ways  nt  tho  boor. 
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CHAPTEK  XV 

'An  lime  itr  riba  through  which  the  uio 
IHd  peer,  u  throngh  A  grate ; 
And  H  tbtkt  womui  all  her  crew  I 
Ii  Ihat  a  Death,  and  are  there  twoT 
II  Death  that  womaD's  mate." 

Tht  FiantOK  Sl^ 

Attee  a  Bhort  preparatoiy  interview  with  Anns  Updike,  Dudj- 
EOmb  lepaired  to  the  gaol,  whither  he  had  ah-ead;  despatched  a 
note  to  aDOonnce  his  intended  vimt  Good  Mn.  Qott  received 
him  with  earnest  attention;  for,  as  the  day  of  trial  approached, 
this  kind-hearted  woman  manifested  a  warmer  and  warmer  in- 
terest in  the  &t«  of  her  prisoner. 

"  Too  are  welcome,  Mr.  Dunscomb,"  said  this  well-disposed 
and  gentle  turnkey,  as  she  led  the  way  to  the  door  that  opened 
on  the  galleiy  of  die  gaol ;  "  and  weloome,  again  and  again.  I 
do  wish  this  business  may  fell  into  good  bands;  and  I  'm  s&aid 
Timms  is  not  getting  on  with  it  as  well  as  be  might." 

"  My  associate  baa  the  repatatiou  of  being  a  skilful  attorney 
aud  a  good  manager,  Mrs.  Gott." 

"So  he  baa,  Mr.  Dunscomb;  but  somehow — I  scarce  know 
how  myself — but  somehow,  he  doesn't  get  along  with  thia  cause, 
as  well  as  I  have  known  him  to  get  along  with  others.  The 
excitement  in  tbe  county  is  terrible;  and  Gott  has  had  seven 
anonymous  letters  to  let  him  know  that  if  Mary  Monson  escape, 
his  hopes  Irom  tbe  public  are  gone  for  ever.  I  tell  him  not  to 
mind  sncb  contemptible  things ;  but  he  is  frigbtenod  half  ovt  of 
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his  wits.     It  takefl  good  oonmge,  'Squire,  to  treat  an  anonymone 
tetter  with  the  contempt  it  merits." 

"  It  somctimea  does,  indeed.  Tb&a  jon  think  we  shall  uavc 
op-hill  work  with  the  dofeace !" 

"  Dreadful ! — I  've  never  known  a  cause  so  generaUj  tried  out 
of  doors  as  this.  WhSit  makes  the  matter  more  provoking,  Mary 
MoQSon  might  have  had  it  all  her  own  way,  if  she  had  been  so 
minded;  for,  at  first,  she  was  populari^  itself  with  ail  the  neigh- 
bours. Folks  nat'rallj  like  beauty,  and  elegance,  and  youth- 
and  Maiy  has  enough  of  each  to  make  &ieuds  anywhere." 

"  What !  with  the  ladies  ?' '  said  Dunsoomh,  smiling.  "  Surely 
not  with  your  sex,  Mrs.  Gott?" 

"  Yes,  with  the  women,  as  well  as  with  the  meo,  if  she  would  - 
only  use  her  means ;  hut  she  stands  in  her  own  light.  Crowds 
have  been  round  the  outer  windows  to  hear  her  play  on  the  haip 
— they  tell  me  she  uses  the  real  Jew's  Harp,  'Squire  Dunscomb ; 
such  as  Boyal  David  used  to  play  on ;  and  that  she  has  great 
skill.  There  is  a  German  In  the  village  who  knows  all  about 
music,  and  he  says  Mary  Monson  has  been  excellently  taught — 
by  the  very  best  masters." 

"  It  is  extraordinary;  yet  it  would  seem  to  be  so.  Will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  open  the  door,  Mrs.  Gott  7" 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  answered  this,  in  one  sense,  very  mngulai 
turnkey,  thongh  in  another  a  very  every-day  character,  jingling 
her  keys,  but  not  taking  a  forward  step  to  comply;  "  Mary  Mon- 
>on  expects  yoo.  I  suppose,  dr,  you  know  that  saucy  Frank 
Williams  is  retuned  by  the  fiicnds  of  the  Goodwins?" 

"  Mr.  Tinuns  has  told  me  as  much  as  that.  I  cannot  say, 
however,  that  I  have  any  particular  apprehension  of  encountering 
Mr.  Williams." 

"No,  sir;  not  gou,  I'U  engage,  not  in  open  court;  but  out 
if  doors  he's  very  formidable." 

"  I  timst  this  cau;e,  one  involving  the  life  and  reputation  <^  ii , 
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very  intgrcstiDg  female,  will  not  be  tried  out  of  doorfa,  Sire.  Ctoti 
The  'iBsae  ia  too  serious  for  such  a  tribunal." 

"  So  a  body  would  think;  but  a  great  deal  of  kw-bniunes  ia 
settled,  they  tell  me,  under  the  sheds,  and  in  the  streets,  and  in 
the  taverns ;  moat  especially  in  the  juror'a  bed-rooms,  and  settled 
in  a  way  it  ought  not  to  be." 

"  I  am  afrdd  you  are  nearer  right  than  every  just-minded  per- 
son oonld  wish.  But  we  wiH  talk  of  this  another  time — tho 
door  if  yon  please,  now." 

"  Yes,  Mr,  in  one  minute.  It  would  be  h>  easy  for  Mary  Moe- 
son  to  be  just  as  popular  with  evei^body  in  Biberry  as  she  is  with 
me.  Let  her  come  to  one  of  the  side-windows  of  the  gallery  this 
evening,  and  show  herself  to  the  folks,  and  play  on  that  harp  of 
hcr's,  and  Koyal  David  himself  could  not  have  been  better  liked 
by  the  Jews  of  old,  than  she  would  soon  be  by  our  people  here- 
abouts." 

"  It  is  probably  now  too  late.  The  court  sits  in  a  few  days ; 
and  the  mischief,  if  any  there  be,  must  be  done." 

"  No  snch  thing,  begging  your  pardon,  'Squire.  There 's  that 
in  Mary  Monson  that  can  carry  anything  she  pleases.  Folks 
now  think  her  proud  and  consequential,  because  she  will  not  just 
stand  at  ooe  of  the  grates  and  let  them  look  at  her  a  little." 

"  I  am  afraid,  Mrs.  Gott,  your  husband  has  taught  you  a 
greater  respect  for  those  yon  call '  the  people,'  than  they  deserve 
to  receive  at  your  hands." 

"  Gott  is  dreadfully  afraid  of  them " 

"  And  he  is  set  apart  by  the  laws  to  see  them  exeented  on 
these  very  people,"  interrupted  Donscomb,  with  a  sneer;  "to 
levy  on  their  possessions,  keep  the  peace,  enforoe  the  laws ;  in 
short,  to  make  them  feel,  whenever  it  is  necessajy,  that  they  are 
governed  f" 

"Oott  says  'that  the  people  will  role.'  That's  hit  grenl 
raying."  -,  , 
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' '  Will  ten*  to  rule,  is  tme  enough ;  but  the  muBt  that  the 
mass  of  aaj  satioD  can  do,  is  oocasioaallj  to  check  the  proceed  - 
ingB  of  their  gOTemors.  The  everj-d&y  work  ia  moat  effectually 
done  by  a  iavoured  few  here,  just  as  it  is  done  by  a  favoured  few 
eveiywhere  else.  The  door,  now,  if  jou  please,  mj  good  Mrs 
Gott" 

"  Ye8^  ur,  in  one  minute.  Dear  me  I  hov  odd  that  you  should 
hink  so.  Why,  I  thou^t  that  yon  were  a  democrat,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb?" 

"  So  I  am,  as  between  forma  of  goTemment ;  but  I  never  was 
fool  enough  to  think  ^t  the  people  can  really  rule,  further  than 
by  occasional  checks  and  rebukes," 

"  What  would  Gott  say  to  this !  Why,  he  is  so  much  afraid 
of  the  people,  that  he  tells  me  he  never  does  anything,  without 
fancying  some  one  is  looking  over  his  ahoalders." 

"  Ay,  diat  ia  a  very  good  rule  fiir  a  man  who  wishes  to  be 
chosen  theriff.  To  be  a  huhop,  it  would  be  betl«r  to  remember 
the  omniacieut  eye." 

"I  do  declare — oh!  Qotl  never  thinks  of  thai,  more's  the 
pity,"  applying  the  key  to  the  lock.  "  When  you  wish  to  come 
out,  'Squire,  just  call  at  tliis  grate" — then  dropping  her  voice  to 
a  whisper — "try  and  persuade  Mary  Monson  to  show  herself  at 
one  of  the  side  grates." 

But  Dunscomb  entered  the  gallery  with  no  such  intention.  As 
he  was  expected,  hia  reception  was  natural  and  easy.  The  pri* 
Boner  was  carefully  though  simply  dressed,  and  she  appeared  all 
the  better,  most  probably,  for  some  of  the  practised  arts  of  her 
woman.  Marie  Moulin,  herself,  kept  modestly  within  the  cell, 
where,  indeed,  she  passed  most  of  her  time,  leaving  the  now 
luite  handsomely  furnished  gallery  to  the  uses  of  her  mistress. 

After  the  first  few  words  of  salutation,  Dunseomh  took  the 
shair  he  was  invited  to  occupy,  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  hov  to 
address  a  woman  of  bis  companion's  mien  and  general  air  as  Q 
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mlprit  nlMJut  to  be  tried  for  her  life.  He  first  attempted  wonls 
of  coarse. 

"  I  see  jott  have  bad  a  [«opet  regard  to  your  comforte  in  this 
tniserahle  place,"  be  remarked. 

"  Do  not  call  it  hy  so  forbiddiitg  a  name,  Mr.  Dunscomb,"  ms 
the  answer,  pven  with  a  sorrowful,  but  exceedingly  winning 
smile  —  "it  is  my  place  of  refuge." 

"  Do  you  still  perust  in  refusing  to  tell  me  against  tehat,  Miss 
Monson  f  " 

"  I  perdst  in  nothing  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  I  hope.  At 
mother  lime  I  may  be  more  oonunnnicative.  Bat,  if  what  Mrs. 
Gott  tells  me  is  correct^  I  need  these  walls  to  prevent  my  being 
torn  to  pieces  by  those  she  calls  the  people,  outdde." 

Dunscomb  looked  with  amazement  at  the  being  who  quietly 
Disde  this  remark  on  her  own  aitaation.  Of  beautiful  form,  with 
all  the  nguB  of  a  gentle  ori^  and  refined  education,  young, 
handsome,  delicate,  nay,  dainty  of  speech  and  acta,  there  she  sat-, 
indicted  for  arson  and  murder,  and  about  to  be  tried  for  her  life, 
with  the  composure  of  a  lady  in  her  drawing-room  1  The  illumi- 
Dated  ezpresdoa  that,  at  times,  rendered  her  countenance  so  very 
remarkable,  had  now  ^ven  place  to  one  of  sobered  sadnoBs; 
though  apprehension  did  not  appear  to  be  in  the  least  prodo- 
.  minant. 

"  The  sheriff  has  instiUed  into  his  irifc  a  very  healthful  respect 
for  those  she  calls  the  pecple — healthful,  for  one  who  looks  to 
their  voices  for  his  support     This  is  very  American." 

"  I  suppose  it  to  be  much  the  same  eveiywhere.  I  have  been 
a  good  deal  abroad,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  and  cannot  say  I  perceive 
any  great  difference  in  men." 

"  Nor  is  there  any,  though  oiicnmstanoes  cause  different  modef 
of  betraying  their  weaknesses,  as  well  la  what  there  is  in  them 
that  is  good.  But  the  people  in  this  country,  Miss  Monscu^ 
poweaa  a  power  that,  in  your  case,  is  not  to  be  despsed.     Ai 
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Urn.  QM  would  mtim&te,  it  may  be  prudent  for  you  ro.  lemem 
berJiot" 

"  Surely  jwu  would  not  have  me  make  an  exhibition  of  my- 
Klf,  Mr.  Dunaoomb,  at  tlie  window  of  a  gaol  1" 

"  As  &r  from  that  as  poeaiUe.  I  would  hare  you  do  nothing 
that  is  unbecoming  one  of  your  habits  and  opinions  — nothing, 
in  short,  that  would  be  improper,  as  a  meatu  of  defence,  by  on« 
aoonsed  and  tried  by  the  State.  Nevertheless,  it  is  always  wisn 
to  make  friends  than  to  make  enemies." 

Mary  Monson  lowered  her  eyes  to  the  carpet,  and  Dunscomb 
perceived  that  her  thoughts  wandered.  Tbey  were  not  on  her 
critical  situation.  It  was  indiqiensably  ueeessaty,  however,  that 
he  should  be'  explicit,  and  he  did  not  shrink  from  his  duty. 
Qently,  but  disdnctly,  and  with  a  cleameas  that  a  far  less  f^flied 
mind  tlian  that  of  the  accused  could  comprehend,  he  now  opened 
the  subject  of  the  approaching  trial.  A  few  words  were  first 
ventured  on  its  grave  character,  and  on  the  vast  importance  it 
was  in  all  respects  to  his  client;  to  which  the  latter  listened  at- 
tentively, but  without  the  slightest  visible  alarm.  Nest,  he 
kUuded  to  the  stories  that  were  in  oiioulation,  the  impression 
they  were  produdng,  and  the  danger  there  was  that  her  ri^ts 
might  be  affected  by  these  unisfer  opinions. 

"  But  I  am  to  be  tried  by  a  judge  and  a  jury,  they  tell  me," 
said  Maiy  Monson,  when  Dunscomb  ceased  speaking  — "  they 
will  come  from  a  distance,  and  will  not  be  prejudiced  against  me 
by  all  this  idle  gossip." 

"  Judges  and  jurors  are  only  men,  and  nothing  goes  farther 
with  less  effort  than  your  '  idle  gossip.'  Nothing  is  repeated  a<y 
soiately,  or  it  is  very  rare  to  find  it  so ;  and  those  who  only  half 
eomprehend  a  subject  are  certain  to  relate  with  eza^erationg  and 
Ihlse  colourings." 

"  How,  then,  can  the  elect'VH  disoovra  the  real  characters  of 
Aoae  for  whom  they  are  required  to  voteT"  demanded  Uaiy 


MoDflon,  stDiling;  "or  get  juet  ideas  of  the  measuiiss  they  an; 
to  ani^rt  or  to  oppose?" 

"  Half  the  time  thej  do  neither.  It  exceeds  all  onr  present 
memw,  at  least,  to  difihse  sufficient  infonnation  for  that.  The 
eonsoquence  ia,  t^t  appearances  and  aasertoons  are  made  to  take 
■he  place  of  &cts.  The  mental  food  of  the  bulk  of  tliia  nation 
a  an  opinion  simulated  by  the  artful  to  answer  their  own  pur> 
poees.  But  the  power  of  the  maseeH  is  getting  to  be  very  formi' 
dable  —  more  formidable  in  a  way  never  eontemplated  by  those 
who  formed  the  inatitations,  than  in  any  way  that  was  foreseen. 
Among  other  things,  they  begin  to  hold  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  hollow  of  their  hands." 

"  I  am  not  to  be  tried  by  die  masses,  I  trust.  If  so,  my  fata 
wonld  be  very  hard,  I  fear,  jnd^ng  from  what  I  hear  in  my  littlo 
escnRdons  in  tlte  neighbourhood." 

"  Ezouraions,  Miss  Monson  I"  repeated  the  astonished  Duuscomb. 

"  ExcurBiona,  ar;  I  make  one  for  the  benefit  of  air  and  exer- 
cise, every  fevourable  night,  at  tliis  fine  season  of  the  year. 
Sniely  you  would  not  have  me  cooped  up  here  in  a  gaol,  without 
the  relief  of  a  little  fresh  aii?" 

"  With  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the  sheriff,  or  (hat 
of  his  wife?" 

"  Perhaps  not  strictiy  with  those  of  either;  though  I  suspect 
good  Mrs.  Gott  has  an  inkling  of  my  morementa.  It  wonld  be 
too  hard  to  deny  myself  air  and  ezeidse,  both  of  which  are  T017 
)r  to  my  health,  because  I  am  charged  with  these  horrid 


Dunscomb  passed  a  hand  over  his  brow,  as  if  he  deared  to 
di&a  bia  mental  vision  by  friction  of  the  physical,  and,  for  a  mo> 
ment,  sat  absolutely  lost  in  wonder.  He  scarce  knew  whether  he 
was  or  was  not  dreaming. 

"  And  yon  have  actually  been  oalsi<le  of  tbec<e  wall^  Mia 
UonmnI"  he  excliumed,  at  length. 
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"Twenty  times,  at  least.  Why  should  I  stay  within  them, 
wben  the  means  of  qnittiog  titem  are  always  in  my  power  V 

As  Mary  Moiuon  sud  thb,  she  showed  Her  counsel  a  aet  of 
Keys  that  corresponded  olosely  with  those  which  good  Mrs.  Qot( 
waa  in  {he  habit  of  using  whenever  she  came  to  open  the  door 
of  that  particular  gallery.  A  quiet  smile  betrayed  how  little 
the  prisoner  fancied  there  was  anything  remarkable  in  all  this. 

"  Are  you  aware,  Miss  Monson,  it  is  felony  to  assist  a  prisoner 
to  escape?" 

"  So  they  tell  me,  Mr.  Dunscomb;  but  as  I  have  not  escaped, 
or  made  any  attempt  to  escape,  and  have  returned  regularly  and- 
in  good  season  to  my  gaol,  no  one  can  be  harmed  for  what  I  have 
done.     Such,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Timma." 

Dunscomb  did  not  like  the  expresBioa  of  face  that  accompanied 
this  speech.  It  might  be  too  much  to  say  It  was  absolutely  onn* 
oing;  but  there  was  so  mnoh  of  the  manceuvring  of  one  accus- 
tomed to  manage  in  it,  that  it  awakened  the  unpleasant  distrust 
that  existed  in  the  earlier  days  of  his  intercourse  with  Hiis  singular 
young  woman,  and  which  had  now  been  dormant  fur  several  weeks. 
There  was,  however,  so  much  of  the  cold  polish  of  the  upper 
olassea  In  his  client's  manner,  that  the  offending  expression  was 
tlirown  off  from  the  surface  of  her  looks,  as  light  ia  reflected 
from  the  ground  and  silvered  mirror.  At  the  very  inatant  which 
succeeded  this  seeming  gleam  of  cunning,  all  was  calm,  quiet^ 
refined,  gentle,  and  without  apparent  emotion  in  the  countenance 
of  the  accused. 

"  Timms  I"  repeated  Dunscomb,  slowly.  "  So  he  has  known 
of  this,  and  I  dare  say  has  had  an  agency  in  bringing  it  about?" 

"  As  you  say  it  is  felony  to  wd  a  priaoner  to  escape,  I  can  say 
neither  yea  nor  no  to  this,  Mr.  Dunacomb,  leat  I  betray  an  ao- 
eomplicc.  I  should  rather  think,  however,  that  Mr.  Timms  ia 
Dot  a  person  to  be  easily  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  law." 

Again  the  counsellor  disliked  the  expression;  though  Mary 


MoDBon  locked  unnsnall;  pre%  at  tliat  particukr  moiticul  He 
did  not  panee  to  analjze  Hs  feelings,  notwithstanding,  but  rather 
Bonght  to  relieve  his  own  curioaty,  which  had  been  a  good  de«] 
axonsed  by  the  informatdon  jnat  received. 

"  As  jon  have  not  hesitated  to  tell  me  of  what  you  call  joar 
'exeurMcns,'  Misa  Monson,"  he  continued,  "perliaps  yoa  will  w 
fer  extend  your  confidence  aa  to  let  me  know  where  you  go  ?" 

"  I  can  have  no  objection  to  that.  Mr.  Timms  tells  me  the 
law  cannot  compel  a  counsel  to  betray  his  client's  secrets;  and 
of  course  I  am  safe  with  yon.  Stop  —  I  hare  a  duty  to  perfonn 
that  has  been  too  long  delayed.  Gentlemen  of  your  professon 
■re  entitled  to  their  fees ;  and,  as  yet,  I  have  been  very  remiss  in 
this  respect  Will  you  do  me  the  Stvour,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  to  ac- 
cept that,  which  yon  will  see  has  been  some  time  in  readiness  to 
be  ofiered." 

DuDscomb  was  too  much  of  a  professional  man  tfl  feel  any 
embarrassment  at  this  act  of  justice;  but  he  took  the  letter, 
broke  the  seal,  even  before  hia  client^s  eyes,  and  held  up  for 
esamination  a  note  for  a  thousand  dollars.  Prepared  as  he  was 
by  Tlmms's  account  for  a  liberal  reward,  this  large  sum  took  him 
a  good  deal  by  surprise. 

"This  is  an  unusual  fee,  Miss  Monson  I"  he  exclaimed;  "one 
much  more  considerable  than  I  should  expect  from  you,  were  I 
working  for  remuneration,  as  in  your  case  I  oertmily  am  not." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  law  look  for  thor  reward,  I  believe,  as 
much  as  others.  We  do  not  live  in  the  times  of  chivalry,  when 
gallant  men  assisted  distressed  dunsels  as  a  matter  of  honour; 
but  in  what  has  well  been  termed  a  'bank-note  world.' " 

"  I  have  DO  wish  to  set  myself  up  above  the  &ir  practices  of 
oiy  profession,  and  am  as  ready  to  accept  a  fee  as  any  man  in 
Nassau-Sti^t  Nevertheless,  I  took  your  case  in  hand  with  a 
very  different  mo^ve.  It  would  piun  me  to  be  obliged  to  worll 
for  a  fee.  on  the  present  unhappy  occauon  " 
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Mary  Monson  looked  grateful,  and  for  a  minute  ehe  seemed  to 
be  reflecting  on  some  echeme  hj  which  she  could  devise  a  enbeti- 
tnte  for  the  old-faahioned  mode  of  proceeding  in  a  case  of  thia 
Rort. 

"  Tou  have  a  niece,  Mr.  Ihinscomb,"  she  at  length  exclaimed-^ 
"  as  Marie  Moulin  informs  me  f  A  charmiog  girl,  and  who  is 
about  to  be  married?" 

The  lawyer  assented  by  an  inclinatioa  of  the  head,  fastening 
his  penetrating  black  eyes  on  the  full,  ezpreaaive,  grejish-blae 
OSes  of  his  companion. 

"You  intend  to  return  to  town  &ia  evening?"  said  Maiy 
Monson,  in  conUnnation. 

"  Such  is  my  intention.  I  came  here  to-day  to  confer  witlt 
fou  and  Mr.  Timms,  on  the  snliject  of  the  trial,  to  see  how 
matters  stand  on  the  spot,  by  personal  observation,  and  to  intro- 
duce to  you  one  who  feels  the  deepest  interest  in  your  welfare, 
and  desires  most  esmeatly  to  seek  your  aeqoaiutance." 

The  prisoner  wag  now  silent,  interrogating  with  her  singularly 
expressive  eyes. 

"  It  is  Anna  Updyke,  the  step-danghter  of  my  nearest  friend, 
Itt.  MoBrain ;  and  a  very  sincere,  warm-hearted,  and  excellent 
ipii-" 

"  I  have  heard  of  her,  too,"  returned  Mary  Monson,  with  a 
■mile  so  strange,  that  her  counsel  wished  she  had  not  given  thia 
demonstration  of  a  feeling  that  seemed  out  of  place,  under  all 
the  circumstBQCos.  "  They  teU  me  she  is  a  moat  channing  ^rl, 
and  that  she  is  a  very  great  fevonrite  with  your  nephew,  the 
young  gentleman  whom  I  have  styled  my  legal  vidette," 

"  Vidette  1  That  ia  a  singular  term  to  be  used  by  yow  /*'        , 

"  Oh !  you  will  remember  that  I  have  been  much  in  countriei 
where  such  persons  abound.  I  must  have  caught  the  word  fix>m 
tome  of  the  young  eoldiers  of  Europe  But,  Mr.  John  Wilmetef 
*»  an  admirer  of  the  young  lady  you  have  named  f " 
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"  I  hope  he  IB.  I  know  of  no  one  with  whom  I  thuik  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  bo  happy." 

Dunecomb  spoke  earnestly,  and  at  sach  times  his  n^aouer  nas 
nngularly  sincere  and  impreBsive.  It  waa  this  appearanee  of 
feeling  and  nature  that  gave  him  the  power  he  possessed  over 
juries ;  and  it  may  be  said  to  have  made  no  small  part  of  his 
fbrtune.  Mary  Monsou  seemed  to  be  surprised ;  and  she  ^tened 
her  remarkable  eyes  on  the  uncle,  in  a  way  that  might  have 
admitted  of  different  iuterpretatioos.  Her  lips  moved  as  if  she 
spoke  to  herself;  and  the  smile  that  succeeded  was  both  mild 
and  sad. 

"  To  be  sure,"  added  the  prisoner,  slowly,  "  my  information 
U  not  on  the  very  best  authority,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a  ser- 
vant—  hut  Marie  Moulin  is  both  discreet  and  observant." 

"  She  is  tolerably  well  qualified  to  speak  of  Anna  Updyko, 
having  seen  her  almost  daily  for  the  last  two  years.  But,  we  are 
all  surprised  that  you  should  know  anything  of  this  young  wo- 

"  I  know  her  precisely  as  she  is  known  to  your  niece  and  Miss 
Updyke — in  other  words,  as  a  maid  who  is  much  esteemed  by 
those  she  serves  —  but,"  apparently  wishing  to  change  the  dis- 
course —  "  we  are  forgetting  the  purpose  of  your  visit,  all  this 
time,  Mr.  Dunacomh.  Bo  me  the  favour  to  write  your  address 
in  town,  and  that  of  Dr.  McBrain  on  this  card,  and  we  will  pro- 


DuQSComb  did  as  de^red,  when  he  opened  on  the  details  thai 
were  the  object  of  his  little  journey.  As  had  been  the  case  in 
all  his  previous  interviews  vrith  her,  Mary  Monson  surprised  him 
with  the  coolness  with  which  she  spoke  of  an  issue  that  involved 
her  own  fate,  for  life  or  for  death.  While  she  carefully  absbined 
from  making  any  allusion  to  circumstances  that  might  betray 
her  previous  history,  she  shrunk  from  no  inquiry  that  bore  os 
'Jie  acts  of  which  she  bad  been  accused.     Every  question  put  b 


DiinEComb  that  related  to  the  murders  and  the  arsou^  was  an 
swered  firanklj  and  frcelj,  there  being  no  wish  apparent  to  con- 
oeal  the  minutest  circumstance.  She  made  several  exccodingl^v 
shrewd  and  useful  suggestJoDs  on  the  subject  of  the  approaching 
trial,  pointing  out  defects  in  the  testimony  against  her,  and  rea- 
soning with  angular  acnteness  on  particular  fitcta  that  were 
known  to  be  much  relied  on  by  the  prosecution.  Wo  shall  not 
reveal  these  detuls  any  further  in  this  stage  of  our  narratlTo, 
for  they  will  necessarily  appear  at  length  in  our  subseqacot 
pages ;  but  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  those  remarks  that 
may  be  better  given  at  present. 

-  "I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Dunsoomb,"  Mary  Monson  suddenly 
said,  while  the  subject  of  her  trial  was  yet  under  discussion, 
"  that  I  have  ever  mentioned  to  you  the  fact  that  Mr.  an4  Mrs. 
Goodwin  were  not  happy  together.  One  would  think,  from  what 
was  sud  at  the  time  of  the  inquest,  that  they  were  k  very  afieo- 
tionate  and  contented  couple ;  but  my  own  observation,  during 
the  short  time  I  was  under  their  roof,  taught  me  better.  The 
husband  drank,  and  the  wife  was  avaricioos  and  very  quarrelsome. 
I  am  afraid,  eh,  there  are  few  really  happy  couples  to  be  found 
on  earth  1" 

"  If  you  knew  McBrain  better,  you  would  not  say  that,  mj 
dear  Miss  Monson,"  answered  the  counsellor  with  a  sort  of  glee — ■ 
"  there  's  a  husband  for  you !  —  a  fellow  who  is  not  only  happy 
m&  one  wife,  but  who  is  happy  with  three,  as  he  will  tell  you 
himsel£" 

"  Not  all  at  the  same  time,  I  hope,  sir  ?" 

Dunscomb  did  justice  to  his  friend's  character,  by  relating  how 
the  matter  really  stood  j  after  which  ho  asked  permis^on  to  va- 
troduce  Anna  Updyka.  Mary  Monson  seemed  sl&rtled  at  this 
request,  and  asked  several  questions,  which  induced  her  counsel 
to  surmise  that  she  was  fearful  of  being  recognised.  Nor  wae 
Dunscomb  pleased  with  all  the  expedients  adopted  by  his  client, 


in  order  to  extract  infonnation  from  him.  He  thought  ±o} 
Blightlj  iodioated  canniiig,  a  quality  that  he  might  he  said  to 
abhor.  Accustomed  as  he  was  to  all  the  efforts  of  ingenuity  in 
illustrating  a  principle  or  maintaining  a  proposition,  he  had 
always  avoided  evcrythiDg  like  sophistry  aud  falsehood.  ThL-. 
weakness  on  the  part  of  Mary  Monson,  however,  was  eoon  for 
gotten  in  the  graceful  manner  in  which  she  acquiesced  in  the 
wish  of  the  stranger  to  be  admitted.  The  permission  was  finally 
accorded,  as  if  on  honour  were  received,  with  the  laet  of  a  fenjale 
and  the  easy  dignity  of  a  gentlewoman. 

Anna  Updyke  po^iessed  a  certain  ardour  of  character  that  had 
more  than  once,  given  her  prudent  and  sagacious  mother  unea^ 
ucssj  and  which  sometimes  led  her  into  the  commission  of  acts., 
always  innocent  in  thomsclvcs,  and  perfectly  under  the  restraint 
of  principles,  which  the  world  would  have  been  apt  to  regard  at 
imprudent.  Such,  however,  was  far  from  being  her  reputatjon, 
her  modesty  and  the  diffidence  wilh  which  she  regarded  herself, 
being  amply  sufficient  to  protect  her  from  the  common  observa- 
don,  even  while  most  beset  by  the  weakbess  named.  Her  love 
for  John  Wilmetcr  was  so  disinterested,  or  to  herself  so  seemed 
tA  he,  that  she  liracjed  she  could  even  assist  in  brining  about 
his  union  with  another  woman,  were  that  necessary  to  his  happi- 
ness. She  believed  that  this  mysterious  stranger  was,  to  say  the 
least,  an  object  of  intense  interest  with  John,  which  soon  made 
her  an  object  of  intense  interest  with  herself;  and  each  hour 
increased  her  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  oue  so  wtuated, 
■Vicndlesa,  accused,  and  seemingly  suspended  by  a  thread  over 
in  abyss,  as  she  was.  When  she  first  made  her  proposal  to 
Dunscomb  to  be  permitted  to  visit  his  client,  the  wary  and  ex- 
oerienced  counsellor  strongly  objected  to  the  step.  It  was  im- 
prudent, conld  load  to  no  good,  and  might  leave  an  ItnpresMon 
unfavourable  to  Anna's  owi  character.  But  this  advice  wbg 
unheeded  by  a  girl  of  Anna  'Tpdyke'a  generous  temperament 


Qniet  and  gentle  as  ehe  ordinarily  appeared  to  be,  there  was  a 
deep  oudet-cniTent  of  feeling  and  entbu^aam  in  her  moral  oou- 
atitutioD,  that  bore  her  onvard  in  any  course  which  she  considered 
to  be  right,  with  a  total  abnegation  of  self.  This  was  a  quality 
to  lead  to  good  m  evil,  aa  it  might  receive  a  direction;  and 
happily  nothing  had  yet  occurred  in  her  brief  existence  to  carry 
her  away  towards  the  latter  goal. 

Surprised  at  the  steadings  and  warmth  witli  which  his  young 
friend  porserered  in  her  request,  Dunsoomb,  aflier  obtaining  the 
permiauou  of  her  mother,  and  promising  to  take  good  oare  of 
his  charge,  was  perraittfid  to  convey  Aooa  to  Biberry,  in  the 
manner  related. 

Now,  that  her  wish  was  about  to  be  gratified,  Anna  Updyke, 
like  thonsands  of  others  who  have  been  more  impelled  by  im- 
pulses than  goremcd  by  reason,  shrank  from  the  execution  of 
her  own  purposes.  But  the  generous  ardour  revived  in  her  in 
time  to  save  appearances ;  and  she  was  admitted  by  well-meaoing 
Mrs.  Gott  to  the  gallery  of  the  prison,  leaning  on  Danscomb's 
arm,  much  as  she  might  have  entered  a  drawing-room,  in  a  regu- 
lu  moruing  call. 

The  meeting  between  these  two  charming  young  women  was 
irank  and  cordial,  though  sli^tly  qualified  by  the  forms  of  the 
world.  A  watchM  and  critical  observer  might  have  detected 
less  of  nature  in  Mary  Monson'a  manner  than  in  that  of  her 
guest,  even  while  the  welcome  she  gave  her  victor  was  not  with' 
out  cordiality  and  feeling.  It  is  true  Uuit  her  courl«ay  was  more 
elaborate  and  European,  if  one  may  nse  the  expression,  than  it 
ia  usual  to  see  in  an  American  female,  and  her  air  was  less  ardent 
than  that  of  Anna;  but  the  last  was  highly  stmck  with  bei 
wuutonance  and  general  appearance,  and,  on  the  whole,  not 
liasatjsfied  with  her  own  reception. 

The  power  of  sympathy  and  the  force  of  affinities  soos  made 
themselves  felt,  as  between  these  two  youthful  females.     Anna 


regarded  Mttry  as  a  stranger  most  grierouslj  wronged  j  and  fijr 
gelling  all  that  there  waa  which  was  questicmable  or  mysterious 
in  her  mtoalion,  or  remembering  it  only  to  feel  the  infiuencc  of 
its  interest,  while  she  submitted  to  a  species  of  community  of 
feeling  with  John  Wilmeter,  as  she  fancied,  and  soon  got  to  be 
as  much  entranced  with  the  stranger  as  seemed  to  be  the  &te  of 
all  who  approached  the  circle  of  her  acquaintance.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mary  Monson  felt  a  oonsolatdon  and  gratificati<»i  in  this 
viwt  to  which  she  had  long  been  a  stranger.  Good  Mrs.  Gtott 
was  kind-hearted  and  a  woman,  but  she  had  no  claim  to  the  re 
finement  and  peculiar  sendbilities  of  a  My ;  while  Marie  Moulin, 
discreet,  respectful,  even  wise  as  she  was  in  her  own  way,  was, 
after  all,  nothing  but  an  upper  servant.  The  chasm  between  the 
cultivated  and  the  uncultivated,  the  polished  and  the  unpolished, 
is  wide  J  and  the  accused  fully  appreciated  the  change,  when  one 
of  her  own  class  in  life,  habits,  associations,  and,  if  the  reader 
will,  projudicea,  so  unexpectedly  appeared  to  sympathize  witi, 
and  to  console  her.  Under  such  circumstances,  three  or  four 
hours  made  the  two  &st  and  deeply-intcreBted  friends,  on  their 
own  accounts,  to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  produced  by  the  gener- 
ous advances  of  one,  and  the  perilous  condition  of  the  other. 

Dunscomb  returned  to  town  that  evening,  leaving  Anna 
Updyke  behind  him,  ostensibly  under  the  care  of  Mra.  Gott. 
Democracy  has  been  carried  so  fer  on  the  high  road  of  nltraism 
'n  New  York,  as  in  very  many  interests  to  become  the  victim  of 
its  own  expedients.  Perhaps  the  people  are  never  so  far  from 
osetciMng  a  healthful,  or  indeed,  any  authority  at  all,  as  when 
made  to  seem,  by  the  expedients  of  demagogues,  to  possess  aa 
absolute  control.  It  is  necessary  merely  to  bestow  a  power  which 
it  is  impossible  for  the  masses  to  wield  with  intelligence,  in  order 
to  effect  this  little  piece  of  legerdemain  in  politics,  the  quasi 
people  iu  all  such  cases  becoming  the  pas^ve  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  their  leaders,  who  strengthen  their  own  authority  by 


t'lis  geemiDg  support  of  the  mt^ority.  In  all  caeos,  IkOwGvcr,  In 
nhicli  the  agency  of  nnmberB  can  be  felt,  its  force  is  mode  to 
prevail,  the  tendency  neceasarilj  being  to  bring  down  all  ropre- 
aentation  to  the  level  of  the  majority.  The  effect  of  the  change 
has  been  pretty  equally  divided  between  good  and  evil.  In  many 
coses  benefits  have  accroed  to  the  conmianity  by  the  exercise  of 
tbis  direct  popular  contiol,  while  ia  probably  quite  as  many  the 
result  has  been  exaotly  the  reverse  of  that  which  was  anticipated. 
In  DO  one  instance,  we  believe  it  will  be  generally  admitted,  has 
the  departure  from  the  old  practice  been  less  advantageous  than 
in  rendering  the  office  of  sheriff  elective.  Instead  of  being  a 
leading  and  independent  man,  who  has  a  pride  in  his  position, 
and  regards  the  character  of  his  county  as  he  does  his  own,  this 
futtcljoaary  has  got  to  be,  nine  times  in  ten,  a  mere  political 
manteuvrer,  who  seeks  the  place  as  a  reward  for  party  labours, 
and  fills  it  very  much  for  his  personal  benefit,  conferring  no 
dignity  on  it  by  his  own  position  and  character,  lessening  its 
authohty  by  his  want  of  the  qnalities  calculated  to  increase  it, 
and,  in  a  good  many  instances,  making  it  quite  as  difficult  to  wrest 
money  from  his  hands,  as  from  those  of  the  original  debtor. 

It  is  a  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  that  the  sberiff  has 
quite  lost  all,  or  nearly  all  of  the  personal  consideration  that  was 
once  connected  with  his  office;  and  has  snuk,  in  most  of  the 
strictly  rural  counties,  into  a  gaoler,  and  the  head  of  the  actira 
b^ifis.  His  object  is  altogether  money;  and  the  profit  connected 
with  the  keeping  of  the  prisoners,  now  reduced  almost  entirely 
to  felons,  the  accused,  and  persons  conunitted  for  misdemeanors, 
U  one  of  the  inducements  for  aspiring  to  an  office  once  so  hon- 
ourable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  not  at  all  aurpri^g  that  Duns- 
oomb  was  enabled  to  make  such  an  arrangement  with  Mrs.  Gott 
■IB  would  phice  Anna  Updyke  in  a  private  room  in  the  house 
t*taehed  to  the  gaol,  and  which  formed  the  sheriff's  dwelling 


The  a  mnsollor  preferred  leaving  her  with  Mrs.  Horton ;  but  to 
this  Anna  hereelf  objected,  both  because  she  had  takea  a  strong 
dislike  to  the  garrubus  but  shrewd  landlady,  and  because  it 
would  have  separated  her  too  much  &om  the  person  she  had 
tome  especially  to  console  and  sympathize  with. 

The  arrangement  made,  Dunscomb,  as  has  already  been  men- 
Uaned,  took  his  departure  for  town,  witli  the  nnderstanding  tliat 
ho  was  to  return  the  succeeding  week;  the  Circuit  and  Oyer  and 
Terminer  utting  on  Monday;  and  the  District  Attorney,  Mr. 
Qarth,  having  given  notice  to  her  counsel  that  the  indictment 
against  Mary  Monson  would  be  certainly  traversed  the  second 
Jay  of  HiB  sitting,  wMoh  would  be  on  Tuesday. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

■*  Let  her  locki  be  the  leddeet  that  evBi  weiG  Ken, 
And  her  eyei  naj  be  e'en  anj  eclour  but  (froeo ; 
Be  they  light,  gnj,  or  bli.ck,  their  liutre  and  hoe, 
I  aweu  I  're  no  choice,  enly  let  her  haTs  tna" 

TheDutrma 

fwo  days  after  this,  Diinscomb  was  in  his  library,  kte  at  night, 
bdding  a  brief  discourse  with  McBrain'g  coachman,  who  has 
been  already  introduce)!  to  the  reader.  Some  orders  had  been 
^ven  to  the  last,  in  relation  to  another  trip  to  Biberrj,  whither 
the  master  and  our  lawyer  were  to  proceed  next  day.  The  man 
was  an  old  and  iudnlged  servant,  and  often  took  great  liberties 
in  Qxeee  conferences;  In  Uiis  reapect  the  Americana  of  his  class 
differ  very  little  from  the  rest  of  their  fellow-creatures,  notwitli- 
standing  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  to  the  contrary.  They 
obey  the  impulses  of  their  characters  much  as  tlie  rest  of  man- 
kind, though  not  absolutely  without  some  difference  in  manner. 

"  I  s'posea,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  that  this  is  like  to  be  the  last 
journey  that  I  and  the  doctor  will  have  to  take  soon  ag'in,  in 
that  quarter,"  coolly  observed  Stephen,  when  his  master's  fiiend 
had  told  him  the  hour  to  be  at  the  door,  with  the  other  pre  para 
dons  that  would  be  necessary ;  "  nnless  we  should  happen  to  be 
called  in  at  the  post  mortal." 

"  Post  mortem^  you  must  mean,  Hoof,"  a  slight  smile  flashii^ 
rm  the  lawyer's  countenance,  and  as  quickly  disappearing.  "  So 
ym  consider  it  a  settled  thing  that  my  client  is  to  be  fonnd 
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"That's  wliat  the;  say,  Bir;  luid  things  turn  out,  in  lliia 
country,  pretty  moch  aa  they  lay  aforehand.  For  my  part,  m, 
I  never  quite  liked  the  criminal's  looks," 

"  Her  loots  /  I  do  not  know  where  you  would  go  to  find  a 
more  lovely  young  woman,  St'-phenl" 

This  was  said  vrith  a  vivacity  and  suddenness  that  startled  the 
C3achman  a  little.  Even  Dunscomb  seemed  surprised  at  his  own 
animaljon,  and  had  the  grace  to  change  ct^our.  The  &ct  was, 
that  he  too  was  feeling  tiie  influence  of  womftn,  youthfiil,  lovely, 
q>irited,  refined,  and  eurrounded  with  difficulties.  This  was  the 
third  of  Mary  Monson's  conquests  since  her  arrest,  if  John  Wil- 
meter's  wavering  admiradon  could  be  placed  in  this  category ; 
vii.,  Tinims,  the  nephew,  and  the  counsellor  himself.  Neither 
was  abaolulelj  in  love;  but  each  and  all  submitted  to  an  interest 
of  an  unusual  degree  in  tbe  person,  charHct«r  and  fortunes  of  this 
unknown  female.  Timms,  alone,  had  got  so  lar  as  to  contemplate 
a  marriage;  the  idea  having  crossed  his  mind  that  it  might  be 
almost  as  useful  as  popularity,  to  become  the  husband  of  one 
possessed  of  so  much  money. 

"  I  '11  not  deny  her  good  looks,  'Squire,"  returned  Stephen 
Boof — or  Stephen  Huff,  as  he  called  himself — "but  it's  hei 
bad  looks  that  isn't  so  much  to  my  &ncy.  Vhy,  sir,  once  the 
doctor  had  a  horse  that  was  agreeable  onoogh  to  the  eye,  having 
a  good  colour  aud  most  of  Uie  p'ints,  bat  who  wasn't  no  traveller, 
not  a  bit  on't.  One  that  know'd  the  animal  could  see  where  the 
&ult  lay,  the  fetlock  j'int  being  oncommou  lon^sh;  and  that  'a 
what  I  call  good  looks  and  bad  looks." 

"  You  mean,  Stephen,"  said  Dunscomb,  who  had  regained  all 
bis  sangfroid,  "  that  Mary  Monson  has  a  bad-looking  ankle,  I 
suppose,  wherein  I  think  you  miserably  mistaken.  No  matter ; 
she  will  not  have  to  travel  under  your  lash  very  far.  But,  how 
is  it  with  the  reporters?  —  Do  you  see  any  more  of  yonr  friend 
that  asks  so  many  questions?" 
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"  TLey  be  an  axing  set,  'Squire,  if  anybody  can  be  so  called," 
returned  Stephen,  grinning.  "  Would  you  think  it,  sir  ?  —  one 
day  when  I  was  a  oomin'  in  from  Timbully  einptj,  one  on  'em 
axed  me  for  a  ride !  a  chap  as  hadn't  his  foot  in  a  reg'Iar  private 
eoach  since  he  was  bom,  a  wantin'  to  drive  about  in  a  vehicle  oa 
well  knovra  as  Doctor  McBrain'a  beat  carriage!  Them's  the 
tfort  of  chaps  that  spreads  all  the  reports  that 's  going  up  and 
down  tbe  land,  tltey  tell  me." 

"  They  do  their  share  of  it,  Stephen ;  though  there  are  enough 
to  help  them  who  do  not  openly  belong  to  their  corps.  Well ; 
what  does  your  acquaintance  want  to  know  now?" 

"  Oncommon  curious,  'Squire,  about  the  bones.  Ke  axed  me 
more  than  forty  questions ;  what  we  thought  of  them ;  and  about 
Uieir  being  male  or  female  bones;  and  how  we  know'd;  and  a 
great  many  more  slch  matters.  I  answered  him  acoordin'  to  my 
abilitdes;  and  so  he  made  au  article  on  the  snbject,  and  has  sent 
me  the  papers." 

"  An  article !  Concerning  Mary  Monson,  and  on  your  infuiv 
mation  ?" 

"  Sarbun,  sir;  and  the  bones.  Vhy  they  cut  articles  out  of 
much  narrower  cloth,  I  can  tell  yon,  'Squire.  There  'a  the  cookc, 
and  chambermaids,  and  waiters  about  town,  none  of  rich  can  hold 
up  their  heads  with  a  reg'lar,  long-establisbed  physician's  coach- 
man, who  goes  far  ahead  of  even  au  omnibus  driver  in  public 
estimation,  as  you  must  know,  'Squire — 'but  such  sort  of  folks 
furnish  many  an  article  for  the  papers  now-a-days  —  yes,  and 
articles  that  ladies  and  gentlemen  read." 

"  That  is  ccrt^nly  a  angular  sooroe  of  useful  knowledge  — 
cse  must  hope  they  are  well-grounded,  or  tliey  will  Qooa  cease 
to  be  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  all.  Have  yon  the  paper  about 
you,  Stephen  F" 

Hoof  handed  the  lawyer  a  journal  foldeil  with  a  paragraph  iu 
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tIov  that  was  bo  much  thumbed  and  dirtied,  it  was  not  veij  e&sj 
to  read  it. 

"  We  nnderatand  that  the  trial  of  Muj  Mousou,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin,"  said  the  '  article/  "  will 
eome  off  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Dukes,  at  a  very  early  day. 
Strong  attempts  have  been  made  to  make  it  appear  that  the  ' 
skeletons  found  in  the  ruins  of  Goodwin's  dwelling,  which  our 
readers  will  remember  was  burned  at  the  time  of  the  murders, 
are  not  human  bones;  but^  we  have  been  at  great  pains  to  inveb- 
tjgate  this  very  material  pomt,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  ^ving 
it  as  our  profound  conviction  that  it  will  be  made  to  appear  that 
these  melancholy  memorials  are  all  that  remain  of  the  excellent 
couple  who  were  so  suddenly  taken  out  of  existence.  We  do  not 
speak  lightly  on  this  subject,  having  gone  to  the  founttun-head 
for  our  facta,  as  well  as  for  our  science." 

"  Hoof  on  McBrun !"  muttered  Dunscomb,  arching  his  brows 
— "  this  is  much  of  a  piece  with  quit«  one-half  of  the  knowledge 
that  is  poured  into  the  popular  mind,  now-a-da^.  Thank  you, 
Stephen ;  I  will  keep  this  paper,  which  may  be  of  nsc  at  the 
trial." 

"  I  thought  our  opinions  was  vorth  something  more  than  no- 
thing, BT,"  answered  the  gratified  coachman — "a  body  doesn't 
ride  at  all  hours,  day  and  night,  year  arter  year,  and  come  out 
where  he  started.  I  vishes  yon  to  keep  that  'ere  paper,  'Squire, 
a  little  carefdlly,  for  it  may  be  wanted  in  the  college  where  they 
reads  all  sorts  of  things,  one  of  these  days." 

"  It  shall  be  cared  for,  my  fiieud — I  hear  some  one  at  the 
jtreetdoor  belL —  It  is  late  for  a  call ;  and  I  fear  Peter  has  gOQ<« 
to  bed.     See  who  is  there,  and  good  night" 

Stephen  withdrew,  the  rin^g  being  repeated  a  little  imp*- 
tienlly,  and  was  soon  at  the  streetnioor.  The  fellow  admitted 
the  visiters,  and  went  ruminating  homeward,  Dunscomb  iiiai» 
taining  n  very  respectable  reputation,  in  a  bachelor  point  c^  v 
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tyr  moralfi.  Aa  for  the  lawyer  himself,  be  was  in  tht  aot  of 
readiDg  a  eeoond  time  the  preoions  opinion  expressed  in  the  jour- 
nals, when  the  door  of  his  library  opened,  a  little  heutatiDglj  it 
must  be  confessed,  and  two  females  stood  on  its  tlireshold 
Although  faia  enlarely  unexpected  vi^teis  were  so  much  muffled 
in  shawls  and  veils  it  was  not  possible  to  distinguish  even  tbe 
outlines  of  their  persona,  Dunsoomb  &ncied  each  was  joutbAil 
and  haodsome,  the  instant  he  oast  his  eyes  on  them.  The  result 
showed  how  well  be  guessed. 

Throwing  aside  the  garments  that  concealed  their  forms  and 
fcces,  Mary  Monson  and  Anna  TIpdyke  advanced  into  tiie  room. 
The  first  was  perfectly  self-possessed  and  biilliastly  handsome ; 
while  her  companion,  flushed  with  excitement  and  exercise,  was 
not  much  behiad  her  in  this  important  particular.  Ihins- 
comb  started,  and  fancied  there  was  felony,  even  in  his  hospi- 
tality. 

"  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  me  to  travel  by  daylight," 
commenced  Mary  Monson,  in  tbe  most  natural  manner  in  the 
world ;  "  that,  and  the  distance  we  had  to  drive,  must  explain 
the  unseasonableness  of  this  visit.  Toa  told  me  once,  youraelf, 
that  you  are  both  a  late  and  an  early  man,  wbicb  enconraged  me 
to  venture.  Mr.  Timms  has  written  me  a  letter  which  I  have 
(bought  it  might  be  well  to  show  you.  There  it  is;  and  when 
yon  have  cast  an  eye  over  it,  we  will  speak  of  its  contents." 

"  Why,  this  is  very  much  like  a  conditional  proposal  of  mar- 
riage 1"  cried  Donsoomb,  dropping  tbe  band  that  held  the  letter, 
>B  soon  as  be  had  read  tbe  first  paragraph.  "  Conditional,  so  fer 
w  the  result  of  your  trial  is  concerned  1" 

"I  forgot  tbe  opening  of  the  epistle,  ^ving  very  little  thought 
to  its  purport;  though  Mr.  Tinuns  has  not  written  me  a  line 
lately  that  has  not  touched  on  this  interesting  subject  A  mar- 
TVffi  between  him  and  me  is  so  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  (dl 
the  possibilities,  that  I  look  upon  bis  advances  as  merR  embellish- 
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meat  I  hsTe  answered  Mm  directl;  in  the  negative  once,  and 
Ihat  onglit  to  satisfy  any  prudent  person.  They  tell  me  no  wo 
man  should  many  a  man  she  has  onc«  refused ;  and  I  shall  plead 
this  as  a  reason  for  _continned  obduracy." 

This  was  s^d  pleasantly,  and  without  the  leaat  appearance  of 
resentment  J  but  in  a  way  to  show  she  regarded  her  attorney's  pro- 
posal as  very  much  out  of  the  beaten  tract.  As  for  Danscomb, 
he  passed  his  hand  over  his  brows,  and  read  the  rest  of  a  pret^ 
long  letter  with  grave  attention.  The  purely  bosiness  part  of 
this  communication  was  much  to  tlie  point;  important,  clearly 
put,  and  every  way  creditable  to  the  writer.  The  lawyer  read 
it  attentively  a  second  lime,  ere  he  once  opened  bis  mouth  in 
comments. 

"  And  why  is  this  shown  to  me  ?"  he  asked,  a  little  vexed,  aa 
was  seen  in  his  manner.  "  I  have  told  yon  it  is  felony  to  assist 
a  prisoner  in  an  attempt  to  escape." 

"  I  have  shown  it  to  you,  because  I  have  not  the  remotest  in- 
tention, Mr.  Dunscomb,  to  attempt  anything  of  tiie  sort  I  shall 
not  quit  my  asylum  so  easily." 

"  Then  why  are  you  here,  at  this  hour,  with  the  cert^nty  that 
most  of  the  night  must  be  passed  on  the  road,  if  you  mean  to 
return  to  your  prison  ere  the  son  reappears  ?" 

"  For  air,  exercise,  and  to  show  you  this  letter.  I  am  often  in 
town,  but  am  compelled,  for  more  reasons  than  you  are  aequ^nt«d 
with,  to  travel  by  night" 

"  May  I  ask  where  you  obt^n  a  vehicle  to  make  these  joor- 
niea  in?" 

"  I  use  my  own  carriage,  and  trust  to  a  very  long-tried  and 
most  fmthfol  domestjo.  I  think  Miss  Updyke  will  say  he  drove 
us  not  only  carefully,  hut  with  great  speed.  On  that  score,  we 
have  no  grounds  of  complaint.  But  I  am  very  much  fatigued, 
knd  must  ask  permission  to  sleep  for  an  hour.  Ton  have  a  di«W' 
ing-Toom,  I  take  it  for  jrranted,  Mr.  Dnnscomb  ?"  ,  •  i 
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"  Ny  nieoe  fiindefl  she  has  two.  Shall  I  pat  lights  in  oue  of 
Aem?" 

"  By  no  means.  Anna  knows  the  honse  as  well  os  she  doee 
her  mother's,  and  will  do  tiie  honours.  On  no  acconnt  let  Mias 
WilmeteT  be  disturbed.  I  am  a  little  a£r^d  of  meeting  her, 
niiix  we  have  practjeed  a  piece  of  treachery  touching  Marie 
Moulin.  But,  no  matter;  one  hour  on  a  sofa,  in  a  dark  room, 
is  all  I  ask.  That  will  bring  us  to  midnight,  when  the  carriage 
will  agmn  be  at  the  door.  You  wish  to  gee  your  mother,  my 
dear,  and  here  is  a  safe  and  veiy  suitable  attendant  to  accompany 
you  to  her  house  and  back  agun." 

All  this  was  sud  pleasantly,  but  with  a  ^gnlar  lur  of  autho- 
rity, as  if  this  mysterions  being  were  accustomed  to  plan  out  and 
direct  the  movements  of  others.  She  had  her  way.  In  a  minute 
tx  two  she  was  stretched  on  a  so&,  covered  with  a  shawl,  the  door 
was  dosed  on  her,  and  Bunscomb  was  on  his  way  to  Mrs. 
McBroin's  residence,  which  was  at  some  distance  from  his  own, 
with  Anna  leaning  on  his  arm. 

"  Of  coarse,  my  dear,"  smd  the  lawyer,  as  he  and  his  bcautifiil 
companion  left  his  own  door  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  "wo 
shall  sea  no  more  of  MaryMonson?" 

"  Not  see  her  again  1  I  should  be  very,  very  sorry  to  think 
that,  sir!" 

"  She  is  no  cdmpletoa,  and  means  to  take  Tinuns's  adriee. 
That  fellow  has  written  a  strong  letter,  in  no  expectation  of  its 
being  seen,  I  fancy,  in  which  he  points  out  a  new  source  of  dan- 
ger; and  plainly  advises  his  client  to  abscond.  I  can 'see  the 
infatualjon  of  love  in  this;  for  the  letter,  if  produced,  would 
bring  him  into  great  trouble." 

"  And  yon  suppose,  sir,  that  Moxj  Monson  intends  to  follow 
this  advice?" 

"  Beyond  a  question.  She  is  not  only  a  very  clever,  but  she 
is  a  very  cunning  woman.     This  last  qnality  is  one  that  I  admirf. 
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in  her  the  least.    I  should  be  b&lf  in  love  with  her  myself"  — 

This  was  exactly  the  state  of  the  connsellor'a  feelings  towsida 
his  client,  in  spite  of  his  bravado  and  afiected  diHcenunent;  ■ 
woman's  charms  often  overshadowing  a,  philosophy  that  is  deepa 
even  than  his — "  but  for  this  very  trait,  which  I  £nd  little  to 
my  taste.  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  sent  home  to  he  put 
under  your  mother's  care,  where  yon  properly  bebng ;  and  I  am 
got  oat  of  the  way  to  save  me  from  the  pains  and  penalUes  of  as 
indictment  for  felony." 

"  I  think  you  do  not  understand  Mary  Monson,  uncle  Tom" — 
BO  Anna  had  long  called  her  friend's  relative,  as  it  might  be  in 
anticipation  of  the  time  when  the  appellatjon  would  be  correct— 
"She  is  not  the  sort  of  person  to  do  as  yon  suggest;  hut  would 
rather  make  it  a  point  of  houonr  to  remain,  and  face  imy  accusar 
tion  whatever," 

"  She  must  have  nerves  of  steel  to  confront  justice  in  a  casa 
like  her's,  and  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling  in  Duke's. 
Justice  is  a  very  pretty  thing  to  talk  about,  my  dear;  but  we  old 
practitionera  know  that  it  is  little  more,  in  human  bands,  than 
the  manipulations  of  human  pasdons.  Of  lat«  years,  the  out- 
siders— outside  barbarians  they  might  very  properly  be  t^med — 
have  almost  as  much  to  do  with  the  result  of  any  warmly-con- 
tested suit,  as  the  law  and  evidence.  'Who  is  on  the  jury?'  ii 
the  first  qnestjon  asked  now-a-days;  not  what  are  the  iaota.  1 
have  told  all  this,  very  pltunly,  to  Mary  Monson " 

"To  induce  her  to  fly?"  asked  Anna,  prettily,  and  a  little 
.■anartly. 

"  Not  BO  mncb  that,  as  to  induce  her  to  consent  to  an  appliosF 
tion  for  delay.  The  judges  of  tius  country  are  so  much  over^ 
worked,  so  little  pud,  and  usually  are  so  necessitous,  that  almost 
any  application  for  delay  is  granted.  Business  at  chambers  is 
Badly  neglected ;  for  that  is  done  in  a  comer,  and  docs  not  address 
^If  to  the  public  eye,  or  seek  public  enlogiums;  but  he  il 
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thought  the  cleveresl:  fellow  who  will  soonest  sweep  ont  a  crowdod 
xlender.  Causes  are  tried  by  tallow  candles  until  midnight, 
with  half  the  jurors  asleep ;  and  hard-working  men,  accustomed 
to  he  asleep  hy  eight  each  night,  are  expected  to  keep  tbeii 
thoughts  and  minds  active  in  the  face  of  all  these  obstacles." 

"  Do  yon  tell  me  this,  uncle  Tom,  in  the  expectation  that  I 
am  to  onderetand  it?" 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  child ;  but  my  heart  ia  full  of  the  f^ing 
justice  of  the  land.  We  shout  hosannas  in  praise  of  the  insli- 
tatjona,  while  we  abut  our  eyes  to  the  gravcBt  consequences  thai 
KTQ  fast  undennining  ns  in  the  most  important  of  aH  onr  interests. 
But  here  we  are  already ;  I  had  no  notion  we  had  walked  so  fast. 
Tes,  there  is  papa  MeBr^'a  one-horse  vehicle,  well  emptied  of 
its  contents,  I  hope,  by  a  hard  day's  work." 

"  A  doctor's  life  most  be  so  laborions!"  ezclumed  the  pretty 
Anna.    "  I  think  nothing  could  tempt  me  to  marry  a  phymcian." 

"  It  is  well  a  certain  lady  of  onr  acquaintance  was  not  of  your 
way  of  thinking,"  retomed  Bunscomb,  laughing;  for  his  good 
humour  always  returned  when  he  could  ^ve  his  friend  a  rub  on 
his  matrimonial  propeuuties,  "else  vonld  McBrain  have  been 
troubled  to  get  his  last  and  beat  Never  mind,  my  dear;  he  ia 
a  good-natured  fellow,  and  will  make  a  very  kind  papa." 

Anna  made  no  reply,  but  rang  the  bell  a  little  pettishly;  for 
no  child  likes  to  have  a  mother  married  a  second  time,  there  be- 
ing much  greater  toleration  for  fathers,  and  asked  her  companion 
in.  As  the  wife  of  a  physician  in  foil  praotjce,  the  bride  had 
already  changed  many  of  her  long-cherished  habits.  In  this  re- 
spcot,  however,  she  did  no  more  than  follow  the  fortunes  of 
woman,  who  so  cheerfully  makes  any  sacrifice  in  behalf  of  him 
ihe  loves.  If  men  were  only  one-half  as  disinterested,  aa  self- 
denying,  and  as  true  aa  the  other  sez,  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
affections,  what  a  blessed  state  would  that  of  matrimony  be  I 
Htill,  there  are  erring,  and  selfish,  and  domineering,  and  oapri- 
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rioos,  vain,  beartleBS  and  self-willed  femules,  wbom  nature  nerd 
tatended  for  married  life ;  and  who  are  guilty  of  a  specieB  of 
profanation,  wLen  they  stand  up  and  tow  to  love,  honour  luid 
obey  their  husbands.  Many  of  these  disregard  their  eolemn 
pledges,  made  at  the  altar,  and  under  the  immediate  iuvxtation 
of  the  Deity,  as  they  would  diaregard  a  promise  made  in  jest, 
and  think  no  more  of  the  duties  and  offices  that  ore  so  peculiarly 
the  province  of  their  sex,  than  of  the  pas^ngond  idle  promises 
of  vanity.  But,  if  such  womeu  exist,  and  that  they  do  our  daily 
experience  proves,  they  are  as  exceptions  to  the  great  law  of 
female  faith,  which  is  tenderneas  and  truth.  They  are  not 
women  in  character,  whatever  they  may  be  in  appearance ;  hut 
creatures  in  the  guise  of  a  sez  that  they  di^edit  and  caricature. 

Mrs.  McBrain  was  not  a  person  of  the  disposition  just  de- 
scribed. She  was  gentle  and  good,  and  bid  fair  to  make  the 
evening  of  her  second  husband's  days  very  happy.  Sooth  to 
say,  she  was  a  good  deal  in  love,  notwithstanding  her  time  of 
life,  and  the  still  more  mature  years  of  the  bridegroom ;  and  had 
been  so  much  occupied  with  the  duties  and  cares  that  belonged 
to  her  recent  change  of  condition,  as  to  be  a  little  forgetful  of 
her  daughter.  At  no  other  period  of  their  joint  lives  would  she 
have  permitted  this  beloved  child  to  he  absent  from  her,  under 
such  circumstances,  without  greater  care  for  her  safety  and  oom- 
forts ;  but  there  is  a  honey-week,  as  well  as  a  honey-moon ;  and 
the  intenseness  of  its  feelings  might  veiy  well  disturb  the  ordi- 
nai7  round  of  even  maternal  duties.  Glad  enough,  however, 
was  she  now  lo  see  her  daughter ;  when  Anna,  blooming,  and 
Buuhng,  and  blushing,  flew  into  her  mother's  arms. 

"There  she  is,  widow — Mrs.  Updyke — I  beg  pardon — mar- 
nod  woman,  and  Mrs.  McBrain,"  cried  Duuscomb — "Ned  is 
■uoh  au  uneasy  fellow,  he  keeps  all  his  friends  in  a  fever  with 
his  emoljons,  and  love,  and  matrimony ;  and  that  just  soils  him, 
IS  he  has  only  to  administer  a  pill  and  set  all  right  again.    Bn^ 


tLere  she  is,  safe  and  tmmarried,  thank  heaveu;  wliich  is  alirajs 
J  sort  of  consolation  to  me.  She 's  back  again,  and  you  will  do 
well  to  keep  her,  nntjl  my  ncpheir,  Jack,  comes  to  ask  peimia- 
uoD  to  can-;  her  off,  for  good  and  all." 

Anna  blushed  ^ore  deeply  than  ever,  while  the  mother  smiled 
and  embraced  her  child.  Then  succeeded  questions  and  answers, 
nntJl  Mrs.  McBrain  had  heard  the  whole  story  of  her  daughter's 
intercoiUBe  with  Mary  Monson,  bo  far  as  it  has  been  made  known 
to  the  reader.  Beyond  that,  Anna  did  not  think  herself  autho> 
riaed  to  go;  jr,  if  she  made  'any  reyelation,  it  would  be  premature 
for  OS  to  repeat  it 

"  Here  we  are,  all  liable  to  be  indicted  for  felony,"  cried 
Dunacomb,  as  bood  as  the  young  lady  hod  told  her  tale.  "  Timma 
will  be  hanged,  in  place  of  his  client;  and  we  three  will  have 
oelU  at  Sing  Sing,  as  accessaries  before  tbe  act.  Yes,  my  dear 
bride,  you  are  what  the  law  terms  a  'particeps  criminis,'  and 
may  look  out  for  the  sheriff  before  you  are  a  week  older." 

"And  why  all  this,  Mr.  Ihinsoomb?"  demanded  the  haif- 
amused,  half-^ghtened  Mrs.  McBrain. 

"  For  uding  and  abetting  a  prisoner  in  breaking  gaol.  Mary 
Monson  is  off,  beyond  a  question.  She  lay  down  in  Sarah's 
drawing-room,  pretending  to  be  weaned,  ten  minutes  ance;  and 
has  no  doubt  got  through  with  her  nap  already,  and  is  on  her 
way  to  Canada,  or  Texas,  or  California,  or  some  other  out-of-the- 
way  oonntry;  Cuba,  for  aught  I  know." 

"Is  this  so,  think  yon,  Anna?" 

"  I  do  not,  momma.  So  Sir  &om  belieying  Mary  Monson  to 
be  flying  to  any  ont-of-(bo-way  plaoe,  I  have  no  doubt  that  we 
shall  find  her  hat  asleep  on  Mr.  Dunscomb's  so&." 

"  Uncle  Dunscomb's  sofa,  if  yon  please,  young  lady." 

"  No,  sir ;  I  shall  call  you  tincle  no  longer,"  answered  Anna, 
ialushing  scarlet  — ' "  until — until " 

"  You  have  a  legal  claim  to  the  use  of  the  word.     Well,  thai 
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ftill  come  in  dae  timej  I  trust;  if  not,  it  eball  be  my  cai'e  to  boc 
you  have  a  tdtle  to  a  atill  dearer  appelkdon.  There,  widow— 
MiB.  KcBraiD,  I  mean  —  I  think  that  will  do.  Bnt,  seriouBly, 
oUld,  yon  cannot  ima^ne  tliat  Mary  Monson  means  ever  to  re> 
ijoia  to  Ler  prison,  there  to  be  tried  for  life  ?" 

"  If  tliere  is '  £)ith  in  woman,  she  does,  »r ;  else  would  I  not 
have  ezposod  myself  to  the  risk  of  accompanying  her," 

"  In  what  manner  did  you  come  to  town,  Anna?"  asked  dte 
ansious  mother.  "  Are  you  not  now  at  the  mercy  of  some  drivai 
of  a  hackney-coach,  or  of  some  pubHb  cabman?" 

"  I  understand  that  the  carriage  which  was  in  waiting  for  o^ 
half  a  mile  from  Biberry,  is  Mrs.  Monson's " 

"Mrs. !"  inlermpted  Dunsoomb  —  "Is  she,  then,  a  roamed 
woman  ?" 

Anna  looked  down,  trembled,  and  was  consdous  of  having  be- 
trayed  a  secret  So  very  predoos  to  herself  had  been  the  com- 
munication of  Marie  Moulin  on  this  point,  that  it  was  ever 
uppermost  in  her  thoughts;  and  it  had  now  escaped  her  undw 
an  impulse  she  could  not  control.  It  was  too  late,  however,  to 
retreat;  and  a  moment's  reflection  told  her  it  would  every  why 
be  better  to  tell  all  she  knew,  on  this  one  point,  at  least. 

This  was  soon  done ;  for  even  Marie  Moulin's  means  of  in- 
formation were  somewhat  limited.  This  Swiss  had  formerly 
known  the  prisoner  by  another  name ;  though  what  name,  sha 
would  not  reveal  This  was  in  Europe,  where  Marie  had  actually 
passed  three  years  in  this  mysterious  person's  employmenL  Mario 
had  even  come  to  America,  in  consequence  of  this  connection,  at 
the  death  of  her  own  mother;  hut,  unable  to  find  her  fonnei 
mbtress,  had  taken  service  with  Sarah  Wilmoter.  Mary  Monsm 
was  single  and  unbetrothed  when  she  left  Europe.  Sooh  was 
Marie  Monlin's  statement  But  it  was  understood  she  was  now 
married ;  though  to  whom,  she  could  not  say.  If  Anna  Updyke 
knew  more  than  this,  she  did  not  reveal  it  at  that  interview 


"  Alt  I  Here  is  aiiotliei  ease  of  a  wife's  elopement  from  bei 
husband,"  interrupted  Dunsoomb,  as  soon  as  Anoa  reached  tlus 
ptnnt  in  her  noiratioD ;  "  and  I  dare  say  something  or  other  will 
be  foimd  Id  this  wretched  Code  to  uphold  her  in  her  disobedieooe. 
Toa  have  done  well  to  marry,  Mrs.  MoBrain ;  for,  according  to 
the  modern  opinions  in  these  matters,  instead  of  providing  your- 
lelf  with  a  lord  and  master,  yon  have  only  engnged  an  upper- 
■ervant," 

"  No  true-hearted  woman  can  ever  look  upon  her  husband  in 
■0  degrading  a  light,"  answered  the  bride,  with  spirit 

"  That  will  do  for  three  days ;  but  wait  to  the  end  of  tliree 
years.  There  are  runaway  wives  enough,  at  this  moment,  roam- 
ing up  and  down  the  land,  setting  the  laws  of  God  and  man  at 
defiance,  and  jingling  tbeir  purses,  when  they  happen  to  liave 
money,  under  their  lawful  husbands'  noses;  ay,  enough  to  set 
up  a  three-twled  bashaw  I  But  this  damnable  Code  will  uphold 
them,  in  some  shape  or  other,  my  life  for  it.  One  can't  endure 
her  husband  because  he  smokes ;  another  finds  &alt  with  his  not 
going  to  church  bat  once  a  day;  another  quarrels  with  him  for 
going  three  times;  another  says  he  has  too  much  dinner-com- 
pany; and  another  protests  she  can't  get  a  male  friend  in^e  of 
her  house.  All  these  ladies,  forgetful  as  they  are  of  their  highest 
earthly  duties,  forgetful  as  they  are  of  woman's  very  nature,  are 
the  models  of  divine  virtues,  and  lay  claim  to  the  sympathies  of 
mankind.  They  get  those  of  fools ;  but  prudent  and  reflecting 
men  shake  their  heads  at  such  wandering  deisees." 

"  Too  are  severe  on  us  women,  Mr.  Dunscomh,"  said  tuo 
bride. 

"  Not  on  you,  my  dear  Mrs.  McBrain  —  never  a  syllable  on 
^ou.  ■  But  go  on,  ohild ;  I  have  had  the  case  of  one  of  these 
vagrant  wives  in  my  hands,  and  know  how  mistaken  has  been 
the  disposition  to  pity  het.  Slen  lean  to  the  woman's  side ;  but 
the  fi^quency  of  the  abuse  is  begiiining  to  open  the  eves  of  &.e 
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public.  Oo  on,  Anna  dear,  and  let  ua  bear  it  all  —  or  all  yoa 
have  to  tell  ns." 

Very  little  remuncd  to  be  related.  Marie  Moulia,  hersol^ 
knew  very  Utile  of  that  vbicb  had  occntred  ^nce  ber  separatioK 
from  her  preeent  mistfesa  in  France.  Sbe  did  make  cue  state- 
ment, however,  that  Anna  had  deemed  yery  important;  bat 
which  ebe  felt  bound  to  keep  aa  a  eecret,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
injunctions  received  from  the  Swiaa. 

"  I  should  have  a  good  deal  to  say  about  this  aflto,"  observed 
Dunscomb,  when  his  beautifiil  companbn  waa  done,  "did  I  be- 
lieve that  we  shall  find  Mary  Monaon  on  our  return  to  my  honac. 
In  tliat  case,  I  should  say  to  you,  my  dear  widow — Mrs.  McBrun, 
I  mean  —  the  devil  take  that  fellow  Ned,  he  '11  have  half  the 
women  in  town  bearing  his  name  before  he  is  done — Well,  Hea- 
ven be  praiaed  I  he  can  neither  marry  me,  nor  ^ve  me  a  step- 
&ther,  let  him  do  his  very  beat  There  'a  comfort  in  that  consi> 
deration,  at  any  rate." 

'^Ton  were  about  to  tell  us  what  yoa  would  do,"  put  in  the 
bride,  slightly  vexed,  yet  too  well  aasnred  of  the  connaellor's 
attachment  to  her  husband  to  feel  angry — "  you  muat  know  how 
much  value  we  all  give  to  your  advice." 

"  I  was  about  to  say  that  Anna  should  not  return  to  this 
mysterious  convict — no,  she  is  not  yet  convicted,  but  ehe  ia  in- 
dicted, and  that  is  something — but  return  ehe  should  not,  were 
there  the  least  chance  of  our  Snding  her,  on  our  return  home. 
Let  her  go,  then,  and  aatisfy  her  cariosity,  and  pass  the  night 
with  Sarah,  who  must  be  through  with  her  first  nap  by  this 

Aaoa  urged  her  motber  to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  putting 
forward  ber  engagement  with  Mary  Monson,  not  to  desert  her. 
MoBrain  driving  to  the  door,  from  paying  bis  last  viat  that 
night,  his  wife  gave  her  assent  to  the  proposition ;  the  tenderest 
mother  occawonally  permitting  another  and  more  powerful  feeUng 
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to  cnirp  the  place  of  matenuJ  care.  Mrs.  McBrain,  it  must  be 
admitted,  tjioaglit  more  of  Ae  bridegroom,  aixtj  as  he  iras,  tihaii 
of  her  charming  daughter;  nor  was  she  yet  quite  free  from  the 
awkwardoeBS  that  ever  accompanies  a  new  conaeotion  of  Hub  na- 
ture when  there  are  grown-up  children ;  more  cspeoiall  j  on  the 
part  of  the  female.  Then  Anna  had  communicated  to  her  mo- 
ther a  most  material  circumstance,  which  it  does  not  suit  our 
present  purpose  to  reveat. 

"  Now  for  a  dozen  pwr  of  gloves  that  we  do  not  find  Mary 
Monson,"  said  the  lawyer,  as  he  walked  smartlj  towards  his  own 
reaidenoe,  with  Anna  Updjke  under  his  arm. 

"Done!"  cried  the  young  lady — "and  you  shall  pay  if  you 
lose." 

"As  bound  in  honour.  Peter" — the  grey-headed  bla^  who 
answered  the  smnmons  to  the  door — "  will  be  glad  enough  to  see 
us  -J  for  the  old  fellow  is  uot  accustomed  to  let  his  young  rogue 
of  a  master  in  at  midnight,  with  a  charming  young  woman  tinder 
his  arm." 

Anna  Updjke  was  right,  Mary  Monson  was  in  a  deep  sleep 
on  the  sofa.  So  profound  was  her  rest,  there  was  a  he^tatjon 
ihoat  disturbing  her;  though  twelve,  the  hour  set  for  the  return 
of  the  carriage  to  Blberry,  was  near.  For  a  few  minutes  Buna- 
oomb  conversed  with  his  agreeable  companion  in  his  owo 
library. 

"If  Jack  knew  of  your  being  in  the  house,  he  would  never 
forgive  my  not  having  him  called," 

"  I  shall  have  plenty  of  occasions  for  seeing  Jack,"  returned 
the  young  lady,  colouring.  "  Toa  know  how  as^duous  he  is  to 
this  cause,  and  how  deyoted  he  is  to  the  prisoner," 

"  Do  not  run  away  with  any  such  nation,  ohild ;  Ja(i  is  youra, 
heart  and  sotil." 

"  Hist— there  is  the  carriage;  Mary  must  be  caUed." 

Away  went  Anna,  laughing,  blushing,  but  with  teais  is  hei 
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Bjes.     In  a  minute  Mary  Monaon  made  her  appcarimce,  some- 
ffbnt  refreshed  and  calmed  by  her  short  nap. 

"  Make  no  excuse  for  waking  me,  Anm^"  sdd  this  aaacoount- 
ablo  womau.  "  We  cau  hoth  sleep  on  the  road.  The  caniage  is 
as  easy  as  a  cradle ;  and,  luckily,  th6  roads  are  quite  good." 
"Still  they  lead  to  a  prison,  Mrs.  Monsonl" 
The  prisoner  smiled,  and  seemed  to  be  lost  in  thought.  It 
was  the  first  time  any  of  her  new  acquaintances  had  ever  ad- 
dressed her  as  a  married  woman ;  though  Marie  Moulin,  vith 
the  exception  of  her  first  exclamation  at  their  recent  meeting, 
had  invariably  used  tho  appellation  of  Madame.  All  this,  how- 
ever, was  soon  forgotten  in  tho  leave-taking.  Dunscomb  thought 
he  had  seldom  seen  a  female  of  higher  tone  of  manners,  or  greater 
personal  charms,  than  this  angular  and  mysterious  young  woman 
appeared  to  be,  oe  ahe  curtsied  her  adieu. 
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CHAPTER  SVn. 

"  What  then  BTiiil  irapaachmenU,  or  the  law's 
Severest  candemnation  while  the  queen 
May  snatch  Mm  from  the  uplifled  hand  of  jDsticeT" 

EaiiqfBMt*. 

PEftHAPS  the  most  oert^n  proof  that  any  people  can  give  of  & 
high  moral  condition,  is  in  the  administration  of  justice.  Abso- 
lute infikllibUity  is  unattainable  to  men;  bnt  there  are  vide  chasms 
in  right  and  wrong,  between  the  legal  justice  of  one  state  of  so- 
ciety and  that  of  anotbcr.  As  the  descendants  of  Englishmen, 
we  in  this  country  are  apt  to  ascribe  a  higher  tone  of  purity  to 
the  courts  of  the  mother  country,  than  to  those  of  any  other 
European  na^on.  In  this  we  may  be  right,  without  inferring 
the  necessity  of  believing  that  eveu  the  ermine  of  England  is 
spotless;  for  it  ean  never  be  forgotten  that  Bacon  and  Jcffiies 
once  filled  her  highest  judicial  seats,  to  say  nothing  of  many 
others,  whose  abuses  of  their  tmata  have  doubtless  been  lost  in 
their  comparative  obscuri^.  Passing  from  the  parent  to  its  off- 
spring, the  condiUou  of  American  justice,  so  far  as  it  is  dependent 
on  the  bench,  is  a  profound  moral  anomaly.  It  would  seem  that 
every  known  expedient  of  man  has  been  resortod  to,  to  render  it 
corrupt,  feeble,  and  ignorant;  yet  he  wonld  be  a  hardy,  not  to 
say  an  andadoua  commentator,  who  should  presume  to  affirm  that 
it  is  not  entitled  to  stand  in  the  very  foremost  ranks  of  human 
hitegrity, 

HI  pud,  without  retiring  pensions,  with  nothing  to  expect  in 
the  way  of  family  and  hereditary  honours  and  dignities;  with 


little,  ID  short,  either  in  possesdou  or  in  prospect,  to  ^ve  kdj 
particular  inducemeat  to  be  honest,  it  is  certain  that,  as  a  whole, 
the  judges  of  this  great  republic  maj  lay  clum  to  be  classed 
among  the  most  upright  of  which  history  furnishes  any  account 
Unhappily,  popular  caprice,  and  popular  ignorance,  have  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  selectaon  of  the  magiatratea,  of  late  j  and  it 
b  easy  to  predict  the  result^  which,  like  that  on  the  militia,  is  soon 
to  pull  down  even  this  all-important  machinery  of  society  to  th« 
level  of  the  common  mind. 

Not  only  have  the  obvious  and  weU-eamed  indocements  tr> 
keep  men  honest — competence,  honours,  and  security  in  office- 
been  recklessly  thrown  away  by  the  open  hand  of  popular  delu- 
uon,  but  all  the  minor  expedients  by  which  those  who  cuinot 
think  might  be  made  to  feel,  have  been.lmd  aside,  leaving  the 
machinery  of  justice  as  naked  as  the  hand.  Although  the  colonial 
system  was  never  elaborated  in  these  last  particulars,  there  were 
some  of  its  useiiil  and  respectable  remains,  down  as  late  as  the 
commeneement  of  the  present  century.  The  sheriff  appeared 
with  his  sword,  the  judge  was  escorted  to  and  from  the  court- 
house to  his  private  dwelling  with  some  show  of  attention  and 
respect,  leaving  a  salutary  irapression  of  authority  on  the  ordmary 
observer.  All  this  has  disappeared.  The  judge  slips  into  the 
county  town  almost  unknown ;  lives  at  an  inn  amid  a  orowd  of 
lawyers,  witnesses,  suitors,  jurors  and  horse-shedders,  as  Timms 
colls  them;  finds  his  way  to  the  bench  as  best  he  may;  and 
seems  to  think  that  the  more  work  he  can  do  in  the  shortest 
time  is  the  one  great  purpose  of  his  appointment.  Nevertheless, 
these  men,  at  yet,  are  Borprisingly  incorrupt  and  intelligent. 
How  long  it  will  rem^n  so,  no  one  can  predict;  if  it  be  for  a 
human  life,  however,  the  working  of  the  problem  will  demon- 
itrate  the  fallibility  of  eveiy  appreciation  of  human  motives.  ■^ 
One  bad  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  office  of  a  ma- 
gistrate, however,  has  long  been  apparent,  in  the  lessening  ot  tbt 
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influence  of  the  judge  on  the  juries ;  &e  power  that  alone  renden 
die  latter  institution  even  tolerable.  This  is  putting  an  irrespoa- 
nble,  uauallj  an  iguorant^  and  often  a  corrupt  arbiter,  in  the 
judgment-seat,  in  lieu  of  the  man  of  high  qualities  for  which  il 
was  alone  intended. 

The  cdrcuit  and  oyer  and  termlQer  for  Duke'a  presented  no- 
thing novel  in  its  bench,  ite  bar,  its  jnrorB,  and  we  niight  add  ita 
wituessee.  The  first  was  a  cool-headed,  dispaadonate  man,  with 
a  very  respectable  amount  of  le^  learning  and  experience,  and 
■  perfectly  lair  character.  No  one  suspected  him  of  acting  wrong 
from  evil  motdves ;  and  when  he  did  err,  it  was  ordinarily  &om 
the  pressure  of  business ;  though,  occaaioaally,  he  was  mistaken, 
becanse  the  books  could  not  foresee  every  possible  phase  of  a 
sase.  The  bar  was  composed  of  plun,  hard-working  men,  mate- 
rially above  the  level  of  Timms,  except  in  connection  with  mo- 
ther-wit; better  educated,  better  mannered,  and,. as  a  whole,  of 
materially  higher  origin;  though,  as  a  body,  neither  profoundly 
learned  nor  of  very  refined  deportment  Nevertheless,  these 
persona  had  a  very  fair  portion  of  all  the  better  qualities  of  the 
northern  professional  men.  They  were  shrewd,  quick  in  the 
application  of  their  acquired  knowledge,  ready  ia  their  natural 
resources,  and  had  that  general  aptitude  for  afiairs  that  probably 
is  the  &uit  of  a  practice  that  includes  all  the  different  branches 
of  the  profession.  Here  and  there  was  a  usurer  and  eztortjoner 
amoDg  them ;  a  fellow  who  disgraced  his  oalling  by  running  up 
nnnecessaiy  bills  of  crarti,  by  evading  the  penal  statntes  passed  ta 
prevent  abuses  of  this  nature,  and  by  cunning  attempts  to  obiaia 
more  for  the  use  of  his  money  than  the  law  sanctioned.  But 
■uch  was  not  the  general  charoeter  of  the  Duke's  county  bar, 
which  was  rather  to  be  censured  for  winking  at  irregular  pro 
oeedings  out  of  doors,  for  brow-beating  witnesses,  and  for  regard- 
Jig  the  end  so  intensely  as  not  always  to  be  particular  in  reference 
to  the  means,  than  for  such  gross  and  postively  illegal  imd  op- 


pros^vo  mcasnrea  as  thoae  just  mentioned.  As  for  the  joron 
the;  were  jost  wLat  that  Bncient  inalitution  might  be  supposed 
to  be,  in  a  conotr;  where  so  many  of  the  bodj  of  the  people  ue 
liable  to  be  summoned.  An  unusually  largo  proportion  of  theso 
men,  when  all  the  drcumstances  are  considered,  were  perhaps  as 
fit  to  be  thus  employed  as  could  be  obt^ed  from  the  body  of  the 
community  of  any  country  on  earth;  but  a  yery  serious  nmnber 
were  altogether  unsuited  to  perform  llie  delicate  duties  of  their 
station.  Portniiat«ly,  the  ignorant  are  yeiy  apt  to  be  infincnced 
by  the  more  intelligent,  in  cases  of  this  nature ;  and  by  this  exer- 
cise of  a  very  natural  power,  less  injustice  is  committed  than 
might  otherwise  occor.  Here,  however,  is  the  opening  for  the 
"  horse-shedding"  and  "  pillowing,"  of  which  Timms  has  spoken, 
and  of  which  so  mnch  use  is  made  around  every  country  coiirt- 
house  in  the  state.  '  This  is  the  crying  evil  of  the  Umes ;  and, 
taken  in  connection  vritli  the  enormous  abuse  which  is  rendering 
a  competition  in  news  a  regular,  money-gotting  occupation,  one 
that  threatens  to  set  at  defiance  all  laws,  principles  and  fikcts. 

A  word  remains  to  be  sud  of  the  vritnessea.  Perhaps  the 
rarest  thing  connected  with  the  administration  of  jualiee  all  over 
the  world,  is  an  intelligent,  perfectly  impartial,  cle^-headed,  dis- 
criminating witness ;  one  who  distinctly  knows  all  he  says,  fiilly 
appreciates  the  effect  of  hia  words  on  the  Jury,  and  who  has  the 
dispo^tion  to  submit  what  be  knows  solely  to  the  law  and  the 
evidence.  Men  of  experience  are  of  opinion  tliat  an  oath  usually 
extracts  the  tmth.  We  think  so  too ;  hnt  it  is  truth  as  the  wit- 
ness  nnderstands  it;  facts  as  he  has  seen  them;  and  opinions 
that,  nncoDsdonsly  to  himself,  have  been  warped  by  reports, 
sneers'  and  malice..  In  a  oonnbry  of  popular  sway  like  this,  there 
is  not  one  man  in  a  thousand,  probably,  who  has  sufficient  inde- 
pendence of  mind,  or  suffident  moral  courage,  to  fancy  he  baa 
seen  even  a  fiict,  if  it  be  of  importance,  differently  from  what 
the  oody  of  the  commanity  has  seen  it;  and  nothing  is  luoi* 
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BOQimon  than  to  find  witnesses  colouring  thw  teetimoa;,  I«aKii- 
tDg  its  force  b;  feeble  statemente,  or  altogetlier  abandoniDg  Hm 
trath,  Doder  this  preseure  from  nithout,  in  casea  of  a  natoie  and 
magnitude  to  awake  a  strong  popular  feeling.  It  is  by  no  meann 
uncommon,  indeed,  to  persuade  one  class  of  men,  by  means  of 
tliis  influence,  that  thej  did  not  see  that  which  actually  occurred 
before  their  eyes,  or  that  they  did  see  that  which  never  had  an 


Under  no  circumstances  do  men  congregate  nilli  loss  merito- 
rious motives  than  in  meeting  in  and  around  a  court  of  justioe. 
The  object  is  victory,  and  the  means  of  obt^uiuDg  it  will  not 
always  bear  the  light.  The  approaching  Cironit  and  Oyer  and 
Terminer  of  Duke's  was  no  exception  to  llie  role;  a  crowd  of 
evil  paadons,  of  unister  practices,  and  of  plausible  pretences^ 
being  arrayed  agunst  justice  and  the  law, 'in  two-thirds  of  the 
caoscB  on  the  calendar.  Then  it  was  that  Timma  and  saucy 
Williams,  or  Dick  Williams,  as  he  was  familiarly  termed  by  his 
associates,  came  out  In  their  strength,  playing  off  against  each 
other  the  outnJoor  practices  of  the  profession.  The  first  indica- 
tion that  the  former  now  got  of  the  very  serious  character  of  tba 
struggle  that  was  about  to  take  place  between  them,  was  in  the 
extraordinary  dvility  of  saucy  Williams  when  they  met  in  the 
bar-room  of  the  inn  they  each  frequented,  and  which  had  long 
been  the  aieua  of  their  antagonistical  wit  and  practices. 

"  I  never  saw  you  look  better,  Timms,"  said  Williams,  in  tiie 
most  cardial  manner  ima^nable;  "on  the  whole,  I  do  not  lo- 
member  to  have  ever  seen  you  looking  so  well.  You  grow  younger 
instead  of  older,  eveiy  day  of  your  life.  By  the  way,  do  you 
intend  to  move  on  Butterfield  aguost  Town  this  circuit  7" 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  do  it^  if  you  are  ready.  Cross-notices 
liBve  been  ^ven,  you  know." 

Williams  knew  this  very  well;  and  he  also  knp,w  that  it  hud 
Qmh  done  to  entitle  the  respective  parties  to  costs,  in  tiie  erent 
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df  anything  ocouTTtog  to  give  either  ude  an  advaDtage;  llu> 
oause  bong  one  of  those  nuts  out  of  which  practitioaers  are  very 
apt  to  extract  the  whole  of  the  iemel  before  they  are  dona 
with  it. 

"  Yes,  I  am  awaie  of  that,  and  I  believe  we  are  quite  ready. 
I  see  that  Mr.  Town  is  ber^  and  I  observe  several  of  his  wit- 
nesses; bot  I  have  so  much  bnsiness,  I  have  no  wish  to  try  a 
long  slander  cause ;  words  spoken  in  heat,  and  never  thoaght  of 
■gain,  but  to  make  a  profit  of  them." 

"  You  are  employed  against  us  in  the  murder  case,  I  bear  ?" 

"  I  rather  think  the  friends  of  the  deceased  so  regard  it;  but 
I  have  scarcely  had  time  to  look  at  the  testimony  before  the 
coroner"  —  This  was  a  deliberate  mystification,  and  Timms  per- 
fectly understood  it  as  such,  well  knowing  that  the  other  had 
given  the  out-door  work  of  the  case  nearly  all  of  his  time  for  the 
last  fortnight — "  and  I  don't  like  to  move  in  one  of  these  big 
matters  without  knowing  what  I  am  about  Your  senior  counsel 
has  not  yet  arrived  firom  town,  I  believer' 

"He  cannot  be  here  nnUl  Wednesday,  having  to  argue  a 
great  insurance  case  before  the  Superior  Court  to-day  and  to- 

This  conversation  occurred  after  the  grand  jui;  bad  been 
charged,  the  petit  jurors  sworn,  and  the  judge  had  heard  several 
motions  for  correcting  the  calendar,  laying  causes  over^  &C,  &C. 
Two  hours  later,  the  District  Attorney  being  absent  in  his  room, 
engaged  with  the  grand  jury,  Williams  arose,  and  addressed  the 
'»urt,  which  bad  just  called  the  first  dvil  cause  oq  the  calendar. 

"  May  it  please  the  court,"  he  said,  coolly,  but  with  the  grave 
aspect  of  a  man  who  felt  he  was  dealing  with  a  very  serious 
matter — "  there  is  a  capital  indictment  depending,  a  case  of  arson 
iind  murder,  which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  State  to  call  on  al 

The  judge  looked  still  more  grave  than  the  counsel,  and  it  vn* 
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f  DHjr  tn  &ee  tiiat  lie  deeply  regretted  it  ehould  &11  to  his  lot  to  tr; 
inoh  an  issue.  He  leaned  forward,  with  mi  elbow  on  the  very 
primitive  sort  of  desk  with  which  he  was  furnished  hj  the  public, 
indented  it  with  the  point  of  his  knife,  and  appeared  to  be  pass- 
ing in  review  auch  of  the  ciroumBtances  of  this  important  case 
as  he  had  become  aoqumnted  with,  judicially.  We  aay  'judi- 
cially;' for  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  for  either  judge,  counsel,  oa 
jurors,  in  the  state  of  society  that  now  exists,  to  keep  distinotly 
in  their  minds  thatVhich  has  been  obtained  under  legal  evidence, 
from  that  which  floats  about  the  conununity  on  the  thousand 
tongues  of  rumour — feet  from  fiction.  Nevertheless,  the  re-  . 
apectable  ma^trate  whose  misfortune  it  was  to  preside  on  this 
very  serious  occasion,  was  a  man  to  perform  all  his  duty  to  the 
•^oiDt  where  public  opinion  or  popular  clamour  is  encountered. 
The  last  is  a  bug-bear  tliat  few  have  moral  courage  to  face ;  and 
ihe  evil  consequences  are  visible,  hourly,  daily,  almost  incessantly, 
in  most  of  the  intoreste  of  life.  This  popular  feeling  is  the  great 
moving  lever  of  the  republic ;  the  wronged  being  placed  beneath 
the  fiilorum,  while  the  outer  arm  of  the  engine  is  loaded  with 
numbers.  Thus  it  is  that  we  see  the  oldest  families  among  us 
(Quietly  robbed  of  their  estates,  after  generations  of  possession ; 
the  honest  man  proscribed ;  the  knave  and  demagogue  deified ; 
mediocrity  advanced  to  high  places;  and  talents  and  capacity 
held  in  abeyance,  if  not  actually  trampled  under  foot.  Let  the 
truth  be  said :  these  are  evils  to  which  each  year  ^vea  additional 
force,  until  the  tyranny  of  the  majority  has  taken  a  form  and 
oombination  which,  unchecked,  must  speedily  place  every  per. 
■onal  right  at  the  mercy  of  plausible,  but  wrong-doing,  popular 
wjmbinations. 

"Haathe  prisoner  been  arrdgned?"  asked  the  judge.     "J 
remember  nothing  of  the  sort." 

"  No,  yonr  honour,"  answered  Timma,  now  rising  for  the  firs! 
time  in  the  discussion,  and  looking  abou*  h!m  as  if  to  scan  thr 
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ennrd  for  witneesea.  "  The  piosecutiua  does  not  j«t  know  the 
pica  we  sIiaL  put  in." 

"You  aro  retained  for  the  prisoner,  Mr.  TimmE  ?" 

"  Yes,  sir;  I  appear  in  her  behalf^  But  Mr.  Dnnscomb  ie 
aiao  retedned,  and  will  be  engaged  in  the  New  York  Superior 
Court  until  Wednesday,  in  an  insurance  eaae  of  great  magni- 
tuJ;." 

"  No  inauranoe  case  can  be  of  the  magnitude  of  a  trial  foi 
life,"  returned  Williama.  "  The  justice  of -the  State  must  be 
vindicated,  and  the  person  of  the  citizen  protected." 

This  sounded  well,  and  it  caused  man;^  a  head  in  the  crowd, 
which  conbuned  both  witnesses  and  jurors,  to  nod  with  approba- 
tion. It  is  true,  that  everj  Ihoughtfdl  and  observant  man  mogt 
have  bad  many  occasions  to  observe  how  fiillaeious  such  a  de- 
claration is,  in  troth;  but  it  sounded  well,  and  the  ears  of  the 
multitude  are  always  open  to  flattery, 

"  We  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  justice  of  the  State, 
or  ffitb  the  protection  of  the  citizen,"  answered  Timms,  looking 
round  to  note  the  effect  of  his  words  —  "  our  object  is  to  defend 
the  innocent;  and  the  great  and  powerful  community  of  New 
York  will  find  more  pleasure  in  seeing  an  accused  acquitted  than 
:n  seeing  fifty  criminals  condemned." 

This  sentiment  sounded  quite  as  well  as  that  of  Williams's, 
and  heads  were  agwn  nodded  in  approbation.  It  told  particularly 
well  in  a  paragraph  of  a  newspaper  that  I^nuns  had  engaged  to 
publish  what  he  considered  his  best  remarks. 

"  Tt  seems  to  me,  gentlemen,"  interposed  the  judge,  who  un- 
derstood the  meaning  of  these  ad  et^tandum  remarks  perfectly 
well,  "  that  your  conversation  is  premature  at  least,  if  not  alto- 
gether improper.  Nothing  of  this  nature  should  be  said  until 
the  prisoner  has  been  arr^gned." 

"  I  submit,  your  honour,  and  acknowledge  the  justice  of  thd 
reproof,"  answered  Williams.     "  I  now  move  the  court, 
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b&U'  ot  the  District  Attorney,  Uikt  Maiy  Honson,  fdw  tUnds 
indicted  for  murder  and  arson,  be  furaigned,  and  hra  {Jeaa  va- 
tered ^" 

"  I  could  wish  tJiiB  step  might  be  delayed  until  I  can  liau 
bom  the  leading  oonirael  for  the  defence,"  objected  Timins, 
"which  mnst  now  ooonr  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  hours." 

"  I  perceive  tliat  the  prisoner  is  a  female,"  said  the  judge,  in 
a  tone  of  regrei 

"  Yes,  your  honour ;  she  is,  and  young  and  handsome,  they  ' 
tell  me,"  answered  Williams;  "for  I  have  never  been  able  to 
get  a  ught  of  her.  She  is  too  much  .of  a  great  lady  to  be  seen 
■t  a  grate,  by  all  I  can  Icam  of  her  and  her  proceedings.  Flays 
on  the  harp,  sir;  has  a  French  valet  de  ehambre,  or  something 
of  that  sort " 

"This  IB  all  wrong,  Mr.  Williams,  and  must  be  cheated," 
again  interposed  the  judge,  tbongh  very  mildly;  for,  while  his 
experience  taught  him  that  tho  object  of  snch  remarks  was  to 
create  pn^*udice,  and  his  conscience  prompted  him  to  put  an  end 
to  a  proceeding  so  unrighteous,  he  stood  in  so  much  awe  of  tJiis 
particular  counsel,  who  had  half  a  dozen  presses  at  his  command, 
that  it  required  a  strong  inducement  to  bring  him  out  as  he 
ought  to  be,  in  oppodtioa  to  any  of  his  more  decided  movements. 
As  for  the  community,  with  the  best  intentions  as  a  whole,  it 
etood  pasdve  under  this  grow  wrong.  What  'is  everybody's 
business'  is  literally  'nobody's  busness,'  when  the  public  virtue 
Is  the  great  moving  power;  tbe  upright  preferring  their  ease  to 
eyerything  else,  and  the  lU-diaposed  manifesting  the  oeaselesa 
activity  of  the  wicked.  All  the  andent  barriers  to  this  species 
of  injustice,  which  have  been  erected  by  the  gathered  wisdom 
of  our  fathers  and  the  experience  of  ages,  have  been  thrbwn 
down  by  the  illusions  of  a  seeming  liberty,  and  the  whole  ma- 
shinory  of  justice  is  left  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  an  outside 
public  opinion,  which,  in  itself,  is  wielded  by  a  few  of  the  wmbJi  . 
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men  in  the  country.  These  are  sober  trutbs,  as  a  close  examinar 
tioii  will  show  to  any  one  who  may  dioose  lo  enter  into  the 
investigation  of  the  ungrateful  subject.  It  is  not  what  is  said, 
we  Tery  well  know ;  but  it  is  what  is  doru. 

Williams  received  the  mild  rebuke  of  the  judge  like  one  who 
felt  bis  position ;  paying  very  little  respect  to  its  spirit  or  its 
letter.  li<«  knew  his  own  power,  and  underslood  perfectly  well 
that  this  perticular  magistrate  was  soon  to  mn  for  a  new  term  of 
office,  and  might  be  dealt  with  more  freely  on  that  account. 

"I  know  it  is  very  wrong,  your  honour  —  very  wrong" — ■ 
rejoined  th^  wily  counsel  to  what  had  been  said  —  "so  wrong, 
that  I  regard  it  as  an  insult  lo  the  State.  When  a  perwn  is 
capitally  indicted,  man  or  woman,  it  is  his  or  her  bounden  duty 
to  put  all  nverboard,  that  there  may  be  no  secrets.  The  harp 
was  once  a  sacred  instrument,  and  it  b  highly  improper  to  intro 
dace  it  into  our  gaols  and  criminftls'  cells " 

'*  There  is  no  criminal  as  yet  —  no  crime  can  be  established 
without  prwf,  Qnd  the  verdict  of  twelve  good  men  and  true," 
iaierrupted  Timios — "  I  object,  therefore,  to  the  learnod  counsel's 
remarks,  and " 

"  Genllsraen,  gentli^men,"  put  in  the  judge,  a  tittle  more 
pointedly  than  in  his  former  rebuke  — "  this  is  all  wrong,  I  re- 
peat" 

"You  perceive,  my  brother  Timms," rejoined  the  indomitable 
Willian>s,  "  the  court  is  altogether  against  you.  This  is  not  a 
■>ountry  of  lords  and  ladies,  fiddles  and  harps,  but  of  the  people  ; 
and  when  the  people  find  a  bill  for  a  capital  offence,  capital  car« 
should  be  taken  not  to  give  more  oQence." 

Wiiliams  had  provided  himself  with  a  set  of  supporters  that 
are  'common  enough  in  the  courts,  whose  business  it  was  to  grin, 
and  sneer,  and  smile,  and  look  knowing  at  particular  hits  of  the 
counsel,  and  otherwise  to  back  up  his  wit,  and  humour,  and  lo^c, 
by  the  ^ency  of  sympathy.     This  expedient  is  getting  toi  b« 
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i|aite  cotnmon,  and  is  consUntlj  practised  in  Boita  that  relate,  in 
any  manner,  to  politics  -or  political  men.  It  ia  sot  so  oommoo, 
cert^ly,  in  trials  for  life ;  thoogb  it  may  be,  and  has  been,  osed 
with  effect,  even  on  such  serious  occasions.  The  influence  of 
these  wily  demonstrations,  which  are  made  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  public  opinion,  is  very  great  on  the  credulous  and  igno- 
rant; men  thus  narrowly  ^fted  invariably  looking  aroaad  them 
to  find  support  in  the  common  mind. 

The  hits  of  Williams  told,  to  Timms's  great  annoyance;  ntv 
did  he  know  exactly  how  to  parry  them.  Had  he  been  tbc 
assailant  himself,  he  could  have  wielded  the  weapons  of  his  uita- 
gonial  with  equal  skill ;  but  his  dexterity  was  veiy  much  con- 
fined to  the  offensive  in  cases  of  this  nature;  for  he  perfectly 
comprehended  all  the  prejudices  on  which  it  was  necessary  to 
act,  while  be  possessed  but  a  very  narrow  knowledge  of  the 
means  of  correcting  them.  Nevertheless,  it  wonld  not  do  to  let 
the  prosecution  close  the  bu^nesa  of  the  day  with  so  moch  of 
the  ur  of  triumph,  and  the  indomitable  attorney  made  an- 
other effort  to  place  his  client  more  fiivourably  before  the 
public  eye. 

"  The  harp  is  a  most  reli^ous  instrument,"  he  coolly  observed, 
"  and  it  has  no  relation  to  the  violin,  oi  any  light  and  Mvolous 
piece  of  music.  David  used  it  as  the  instrument  of  praise,  and 
why  should  not  a  person  who  stands  charged " 

"  I  have  told  you,  gentlemen,  that  all  this  is  irregular,  and 
cannot  bo  permitted,"  cried  the  judge,  with  a  little  more  of  tlie 
appearance  of  firmness  than  he  had  yet  exhibited. 

The  truth  was,  that  he  stood  less  in  fear  of  Tinuns  than  of 
Williams;  the  connection  of  the  last  with  the  reporters  being 
known  to  be  much  the  most  extensive.  But  Timms  knew  his 
man,  and  understood  very  well  what  the  committal  of  counsel 
bad  got  to  be,  under  the  loose  notions  of  liberty  that  have  grown 
np  in  the  country  within  the  last  twenty  years,  lime  was,  and 
18 
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tbat  at  no  remote  period,  when  the  lavyer  who  had  been  thm 
tre&ted  for  indeconun  at  the  bar  vonid  hare  been  a  diagnced 
man,  and  would  have  appealed  in  viun  to  the  commtmity  for 
sympathj;  little  or  none  would  he  have  received.  Men  then 
understood  that  the  law  was  their  maater,  established  by  them- 
Behes,  and  was  to  bo  respected  accordingly.     But  that  feeling  is 

»■  in  a  great  measure  eztdnct  -  Liberty  ia  every  hour  getting  to  bo 
more  and  more  personal ;  its  concentration  conaiBtdng  in  render- 
ing every  mau  his  own  legislator,  hia  own  judge,  and  his  own 
juror.  It  is  monarchical  and  aristooratdc,  and  all  that  is  rile  and 
dangerous,  to  see  power  exercised  by  any  but  the  people ;  those 
whom  the  constitution  and  the  laws  have  set  apart  expressly  to 
discharge  a  delegated  antbority  being  obliged,  by  clamours  sos- 
tuned  by  all  the  arts  of  oupidl^  and  fraud,  to  defer  to  the  pass- 
ing opinions  of  the  hour.  No  one  knew  this  better  than  ^Hmms, 
who  had  just  as  lively  a  recollection  as  his  opponent  tliat  thia 
very  judge  was  to  come  before  the  people,  in  the  next  antumn, 
as  a  candidate  for  reflection.  The  groat  strain  of  American 
fbroEUght  was  consequently  applied  to  this  man's  conscience,  who, 
over-worked  and  nnder-pud,  was  expected  to  rise  above  the  weak* 
neraes  of  humanity,  as  a  sort  of  sublimated  politioal  theory  that 
is  getting  to  be  much  in  ia^on,  and  which,  if  true,  would  super- 
eede  the  neoesdty  of  any  ooort  or  any  government  at  alL  Timms 
knew  this  well,  and  was  not  to  be  restruned  by  one  who  was  thus 
stretched,  as  it  might  be,  on  the  tenter-hooks  of  political  nnoei^ 

I    ttun^. 

"  Ye%  your  honoor,"  retorted  tliis  indomitable  individnal,  "  1 
un  fally  aware  of  its  impropriety,  and  was  just  as  much  so  when 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecatdon  was  carrying  it  on  to  the  injury 
of  my  client;  I  might  say  almost  unchecked,  if  not  encoiK 
tiged." 

"  The  ooort  did  its  best  to  stop  Mr.  WiUiame,  sir;  and  muet 
di>  the  same  to  keep  you  within  the  proper  limitB  of  praotioo, 
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tjiileaa  these  Improprieties  ve  restrained,  I  shall  ooufine  the 
wnnse]  for  the  State  to  the  r^dIu  officer,  and  asagn  new  ooaosel 
to  the  accused,  as  from  the  oonrL" 

Both  WiUiams  and  Q^mins  looked  amused  at  this  menace] 
oeither  having  the  smallest  notion  the  judge  dare  put  such  a 
threat  in  execution.  What  I  presume  to  curb  lioentJonsneM 
when  it  chose  to  assume  the  aspect  of  human  rights  f  '  This  was 
Du  act  behind  the  age,  more  espedally  in  a  country  in  which 
liberty  is  bo  fiist  getting  to  be  all  meanB,  with  bo  very  litdp 
regard  to  the  end. 

A  desultory  conversation  enaued,  vhen  it  was  finally  settled 
that  (he  trial  most  be  postponed  until  the  arrival  of  the  counsel 
expected  from  town.  From  the  beginning  of  the  disousaon, 
Williams  knew  such  must  be  the  termination  of  that  day's  work ; 
but  he  had  accomplished  two  great  objects  by  his  motion.  In 
the  first  plaoe,  by  conceding  delay  to  the  accused,  it  placed  the 
pronecutdou  on  ground  where  a  mmilat  &Tour  might  be  asked, 
should  it  be  deemed  eqtedient  This  r^riBtdng  of  motions  fbr 
delay  is  a  common  rute  of  the  bar,  since  it  places  iii%  party  whose 
rights  are  seemingly  postponed  in  a  mtoation  to  demand  a  similar 
eoncession.  Williams  knew  that  his  case  was  ready  as  related  to 
his  brie^  the  testimony,  and  all  that  could  properly  be  produced 
in  court ;  but  he  thought  it  might  be  strengthened  out  of  doors, 
among  l^e  jurors  and  the  witnesses.  We  say,  the  nltueBses;  be- 
muse  even  this  class  of  men  get  their  impressions,  quite  fro- 
qnently,  as  much  from  what  they  subsequently  hear,  as  from 
what  they  have  seen  and  know.  A  good  reliable  witness,  who 
relates  no  more  than  he  actually  knows,  conceals  nothing,  oolourJ 
nothing,  and  leaves  a  perfectly  ^r  impiesdon  of  the  truth,  ii 
perhaps  the  rarest  of  all  the  parties  conoened  in  the  administr^ 
tion  of  justice.  No  one  understood  this  better  than  Williams; 
■od  hie  agents  were,  at  that  very  mtonent,  aotively  employed  in 

r:,9,N..<ib,  Google 


2BS  IBX    WATI    or    THK     HOUR. 

aideaTOuring  to  persuade  certain  individuals  that  t^ej  knew  > 
great  deal  more  of  the  fiuitd  connected  with  the  maideia,  than 
the  truth  would  justify.  This  was  Dot  done  open);  or  directly; 
not  in  a  way  to  alarm  the  consdenoes  or  piide  of  those  who  wpre 
to  be  duped,  but  by  the  agency  of  hints,  and  suggestions,  and 
plausible  reasonings,  and  all  the  other  ohvious  devicea,  by  means 
of  which  the  artful  and  unprincipled  are  enabled  to  act  on  the 
opinions  of  tiie  credulous  and  inexperienced. 

While  all  these  secret  en^es  were  at  work  in  the  sli-eets  of 
Biberry,  the  external  machinety  of  justice  was  set  in  motion  with 
the  usual  forms.  Naked,  but  business-like,  the  blind  goddess  was 
invoked  with  what  is  termed  "republican  simplicity,"  one  of  the 
great  principles  of  which,  in  some  men's  estimation,  is  to  get  the 
maximum  of  work  at  the  minimum  of  coat.  We  are  no  advocates 
for  the  senseless  parade  and  ruthless  expenditure — ruthless,  be- 
cause extracted  from  the  means  of  the  poor — with  which  the 
governments  of  the  old  world  have  invested  their  dignity;  and 
we  believe  that  the  reason  of  men  may  be  confided  in,  in  ma- 
oa^ng  these  matters,  to  a  certiun  extent;  tiioagh  not  to  the 
extent  that  it  woujd  seem  to  be  the  fiishion  of  the  Americas 
theories,  to  be  desirable.  Wigs  of  all  kinds,  even  when  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  hair,  we  hold  in  utter  detestation;  and  we  shall 
maintain  that  no  more  absurd  scheme  of  clothing  the  human 
countenance  with  terror  was  ever  devised,  than  to  clothe  it  with 
das.  Nevertheless,  as  comfort,  decency  and  taste  unite  in  re- 
commending clothing  of  some  sort  or  other,  we  do  not  see  why 
the  judicial  fiinctjonary  should  not  have  his  appropriate  attire  as 
well  as  the  soldier,  the  sidlor,  or  the  priest.  It  does  not  a.'bi'^- 
iianly  follow  that  extrovBgaooes  are  to  be  imitated  if  we  submit 
to  this  practice ;  though  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  nakedness  of  "  republican  simplicity,"  which  has  got 
to  be  a  sort  of  political  idol  in  the  land,  has  its  ori^n  in  a  s|Hiil 
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th&t  denounces  the  past  as  a  species  of  moral  sacnicc  to  :lie 
present  Idme. 

Let  all  tliis  be  as  it  may,  it  is  quite  certdn  that  "  republican 
Bimplioity" — the  slang  lever  by  means  of  vhich  the  artful  move 
the  gorenunent — has  left  the  admintatration  of  justice  among 
na,  BO  &r  as  externals  are  concerned,  as  naked,  as  may  be.  In- 
deed, ao  much  have  the  judges  become  exposed  to  sinister  iufli^ 
enoes,  by  means  of  the  intimades  wiA  which  they  are  invested 
by  means  of  "republican  smplidty,"  that  it  has  been  found 
expedient  to  make  a  special  pcovision  agaioat  undue  modes  of 
approaching  their  ears,  all  of  which  would  have  been  far  more 
efficiently  secured  by  doubling  their  salaries,  making  a  respecta- 
ble proridoQ  for  old  age  in  the  way  of  pensions,  and  surroanding 
them  with  such  forms  as  would  keep  the  evil-disposed  at  a  rea- 
wnable  distance.  Neither  Timms  nor  "saucy  Williams,"  how- 
:)ver,  reasoned  in  this  fesMon.  They  were,  in  a  high  degree, 
pnutical  men,  and  saw  things  as  they  are ;  not  as  they  ought  Us 
^e.  Little  was  either  troubled  with  theories,  regrets,  or  princi- 
ples. It  was  enough  for  each  that  he  was  familiar  with  the 
workings  of  the  system  under  which  he  liyed;  and  which  he 
knew  how  to  pervert  in  a  way  the  most  likely  to  effect  his  own 
purposes. 

The  reader  may  be  surprised  at  the  aotive  pertinacity  with 
which  Williams  pursued  one  on  trial  for  her  life ;  a  class  of  per- 
sons with  whom  the  bar  usually  professes  to  deal  tenderly  and  in 
mercy.  But  the  fact  was  that  he  had  been  specially  retained  by 
the  next  of  kin,  who  had  large  expectations  from  the  abstracted 
hoards  of  his  aunt ;  and  that  the  fashion  of  the  day  had  enabled 
him  to  achieve  snob  a  ceiU  per  cent  bargain  with  his  client,  as 
.uinsed  bis  own  compensation  altogether  to  depend  on  the  me^ 
tinre  of  bis  snooeas.  Should  Blaiy  Monson  be  sentenced  to  the 
ealbws,  it  was  highly  probable  her  rerelationB  would  put  th« 
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wroDged  in  tbe  w&y  of  being  rigbted,  when  tikis  limb  of  the  law 
would,  in  a!l  probability,  come  in  for  a  fiill  share  of  the  reco- 
vered  gold.  How  different  all  this  was  from  the  modves  and 
conduct  of  Dunacomb,  the  reader  will  readily  perceive ;  for,  while 
the  profeasion  in  tiiia  eountij  abounds  with  WUUams's  and 
Timms's,  men  of  the  highest  tone  of  feeling,  the  fairest  practioe, 
and  the  clearest  peioeptiMiB  of  what  is  right,  are  by  iko  meaci 
Btnmgcrs  to  the  bar. 


D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


CHAPTER  XVra. 

*  Hkhi  Imat  tireuly  racked  iiH  with  thj  atay ; 
llierelbre  leqniie  me  not  to  aik  tfaee  twioe : 
Beplj  at  once  to  all    What  ii  concluded  t" 

Maumiag  Biide. 

DmasQ  the  mt«rT&l  between  the  occuirence  of  ihe  Bccne  in 
Dourt  that  Las  just  been  related,  and  the  appearance  of  IhiDSComb 
at  Biberry,  the  communitj  was  rapidly  taking  sides  on  the  Bubjeot 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mary  Monson.  The  niudowa  of  the 
gaol  were  crowded  all  day;  throngs  collecting  there  to  catch 
glt^ees  of  the  eiEtraordinary  female,  who  was  rightly  enongh 
reported  to  be  living  in  s  Bpeciea  of  luxury  in  so  nnnsool  a  place, 
and  who  was  known  to  play  on  an  instnuuent  that  tlie  popular 
mind  was  a  good  deal  disposed  to  regard  as  sacred.  As  a  matter 
of  course,  a  hundred  stories  were  in  drcolation,  touching  the 
character,  history,  sayings  and  doings  of  this  remarkable  peison, 
that  had  no  foundation  whatever  in  bratb ;  for  it  is  an  infirmity 
of  human  nature  to  circulate  and  place  its  belief  in  falsehoods  of 
this  sort;  and  more  especially  of  human  nature  as  it  is  exhibited 
in  a  country  where  care  has  been  taken  to  stimulate  the  curiosity 
of  the  vulgar,  without  exactly  placing  them  in  a  condition  to  ap 
pease  its  lon^ngs,  either  intelligent!;  or  in  a  very  good  taste. 

This  interest  would  have  been  manifested,  in  such  a  case,  had 
there  been  no  partioular  moving  cause ;  but  the  secret  practaces 
of  Williams  and  Timms  greatly  increased  its  intensity,  and  wa« 
brinjjpng  the  popnlation  of  Duke's  to  a  at^te  of  ezcitement  that 
^ma  very  little  favourable  to  an  impartial  administration  of  jufr 


Iloa  Dbcus^ons  had  taken  place  at  every  comer,  and  in  all  the 
bar-rooms;  and  many  were  the  alleged  ^ts  connected  with  the 
morders,  which  had  their  sole  existence  in  mtnoor,  that  was  ad- 
duced in  the  heat  of  argnment,  or  to  make  out  a  Buppomtitdons 
caae.  All  this  time,  Williams  was  either  in  conrt,  oMending 
oloaely  to  his  different  causes,  or  was  seen  paBsing  between  the 
oourt^house  and  the  tarem,  with  bundles  of  papers  under  hia 
arms,  like  a  man  absorbed  in  business.  Timms  played  a  veiy 
dmitar  part,  though  he  found  leisure  to  hold  divers  conferenoce 
with  several  of  his  confidential  agents.  Testimony  was  his  Mm ; 
and,  half  a  dozen  times,  when  he  fancied  himself  on  the  point 
of  establishing  something  new  'and  important,  the  whole  of  tlie 
ingenious  fabric  he  had  reared  came  tumbling  about  his  eare,  in 
consequence  of  some  radical  defect  in  the  foundation. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
the  day  preceding  that  which  had  been  set  down  for  the  trial, 
when  the  stage  airived  bringing  "  'Squire  BanBCoaib,"  his  carpet- 
bags, his  trunk,  and  his  books.  McBrun  shortly  after  drove  up 
in  his  own  carriage ;  and  Anna  was  soon  in  her  mother's  arms. 
The  excitement,  so  general  in  the  place,  had  naturally  enough 
extended  to  these  females ;  and  Mrs.  HcBrain  and  her  daughter 
were  soon  closeted,  talking  over  the  a^r  of  Mary  Monson. 

About  eight  that  evening,  Dunscomb  and  Timms  were  busy, 
looking  over  minutes  of  testimony,  brie&,  and  other  written  do- 
cuments that  were  connected  with  the  ^proaching  trial.  Mrs. 
Horton  had  reserved  the  best  room  in  her  house  for  this  distin- 
guished counsel ;  an  apartment  in  a,  wing  that  was  a  good  deal 
removed  from  the  noise  and  bustle  of  a  leading  inn,  during  n 
(nrcuit.  Here  Dunscomb  had  been  duly  installed,  and  here  ha 
early  set  up  "  his  traps,"  as  he  termed  his  flesh-brushes,  sponges, 
briefs,  and  cal&kin-covered  volumes.  Two  tallow  candles  threw 
a  dim,  lawyer-like  light  on  the  scene;  while  unrolled  paper4ui>- 
ttuns  slint  out  as  much  of  ni^t  as  such  an  imperfert  smenn 
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Kiuld  esotutle.  Tlie  odour  of  eegars  —  excellunt  Havatmas,  by 
the  vay — waa  fragrant  in  the  ^aoe;  and  one  of  the  little  fouii< 
taiDB  of  smoko  was  stuck  knowingly  in  a  comer  of  tlie  eminent 
oounsel's  mouthy  while  Timms  had  garnished  bis  skinny  lipi 
with  the  short  stamp  of  a  pipe.  Neither  said  anything;  one  of 
'Jie  parties  presenting  dociimenta  that  the  other  read  in  ^leisoe. 
Such  WHS  the  state  of  matters,  when  a  alight  tap  at  the  door  was 
eacceeded  hy  the  nnexpected  appearance  of  "  saucy  Williams." 
Timms  atarted,  gathered  together  all  his  papers  with  the  utmost 
core,  and  awaited  the  explanation  of  thia  unlooked-for  Tidt  with 
the  most  lively  cariosity.  Bunscomb,  on  the  other  band,  received 
his  guest  with  urbanity,  and  like  one  who  felt  tliat  the  wrangling 
of  the  bar,  in  which,  by  the  way,  he  had  too  much  self-respect 
and  good  temper  to  indulge,  had  no  necessary  connection  with 
the  courteaes  of  private  life.  •' 

WilliamB  had  scaioely  a  claim  aupcrioi  (o  those  of  Timms,  to 
bo  considered  a  gentleman ;  though  he  had  the  advantage  of 
having  been  what  is  termed  liberally  educated — a  pbraae  of  very 
doubtful  import,  when  put  to  the  test  of  old-fashioned  notions  on 
Buch  subjecla.  In  manners,  he  had  the  defects,  and  we  may  add 
the  merits,  of  the  school  in  which  he  had  been  educated.  All 
that  has  been  asld  of  Timms  on  this  subject,  in  the  way  of  ceu- 
Bore,  was  equally  applicable  to  Williams;  but  the  last  possessed 
a  self-command,  an  admirable  reliance  on  his  own  qualities,  which 
would  have  fitted  him,  as  regards  this  one  quality,  to  be  an  em- 
peror. Foreigners  wonder  at  the  eelf-possesuon  of  Americana  in 
the  presence  of  the  great ;  and  it  is  really  one  of  the  merits  of  the 
institutions  that  it  causes  every  person  to  feel  that  he  is  a  man, 
and  entitled  to  receive  the  treatment  due  to  a  being  so  high  In 
the  scale  of  earthly  creations.  It  is  true,  that  this  feeling  often 
degenerates  into  a  vulgar  and  over-sensitive  jealousy,  &equentlj 
rendering  its  possessor  exacting  and  ridiculous;  but,  oa  ths 
ihole,  the  efieot  is  manly,  not  to  say  ennobling. 
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Now,  ■Williams  was  self-possessed  by  nature,  as  well  sB  bj 
iseo^tioii  and  edncatiou.  Thoiigli  keenly  alive  to  the  diffcreuMl 
and  chances  of  fortune,  ho  never  succumbed  to  mere  rank  and 
wealth.  Intriguing  by  diapomtdon,  not  to  eaj  by  education,  ho 
eonld  affect  a  deference  he  did  not  feel ;  but,  apart  from  the  pod- 
tive  consequences  of  power,  he  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  the 
presence  of  the  most  magnificent  sovereign  who  ever  reigned 
No  wonder,  then,  tJiat  he  felt  quite  at  home  in  the  company  of 
his  present  host;  though  fully  aware  that  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  New  York  bar.  As&proofof  thisind» 
pendence  may  be  cited  the  fact  that  he  had  no  sooner  pud  his 
salutations  and  been  invited  to  be  seated,  than  he  deliberately 
8elect«d  a  segar  from  the  open  box  of  Dunsoomb,  lighted  it,  took 
a  chair,  raised  one  leg  coolly  on  the  comer  of  a  table,  and  began 
to  BAoke. 

;'  The  calendar  is  a  litde  crowded,"  observed  this  free-and-easy 
visitor,  "  and  is  likely  to  carry  ns  over  into  the  middle  of  next 
week.     Are  you  retted  in  Daniels  against  Fireman's  Insu- 

"  I  am  not — a,  brief  Vas  ofiered  by  the  plaintdfT,  but  I  declined 
taking  it." 

■'  A  little  conscientions,  I  suppose.  Well,  I  leave  all  the  ran 
of  my  suits  on  the  shoulders  of  my  dients.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
KiUn  to  their  griefe,  without  being  called  on  to  tmart  for  them. 
I  have  heard  yon  are  in  Cogswell  a^iust  Davidson  V 

"  In  that  cause  I  have  been  retained.  I  may  as  well  say,  at 
oDce,  we  intend  to  move  it  on." 

"  It 's  of  no  great  moment— :  if  you  beat  us  at  the  circuit,  our 
turn  will  come  on  execution." 

"  I  believe,  Mr.  Williams,  your  clients  have  a  knack  at  gaining 
the  day  in  that  mode.  It  is  of  no  great  interest  to  me,  however, 
M  I  rarely  take  the  management  of  a  cause  after  it  quits  the 


D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


"  How  do  you  Uke  the  Code,  broUier  IhiiiBcomb  ? " 

"Damnable,  car.  I  am  too  old,  in  die  first  place,  to  like 
jh&nge.  Then  change  from  bad  to  worse  is  adding  folly  to  ini< 
becility.  The  Gammon  Law  practice  had  its  BaHe,  I  allow ;  but 
this  new  Bystem  has  no  merits." 

"  I  do  not  go  aa  &r  as  that;  acd  I  rather  begin  to  like  the 
new  plan  of  remuneration.  We  are  nothing  out  of  pocket,  and 
BomelimeBare  a  handsome  smn  in.    Ton  defend  Mary  Monson?" 

l^mms  felt  assured  that  his  old  antagonist  had  now  reached 
tbe  case  that  had  really  brought  him  to  the  room.  He  fidgeted, 
looked  eagerly  rooud  to  see  that  no  stray  paper  could  full  beneath 
the  hawk-like  eye  of  the  other  party,  and  then  sat  io  comparative 
composure,  waiting  the  result. 

"  I  do,"  Dunscomh  quietly  replied }  "  and  I  shall  do  it  con 
amore  —  I  suppose  you  know  what  that  means,  Mr,  Williams  ?' ' 

A  sarcastio  smile  passed  over  the  steeled  30untenance  of  the 
other,  his  appearance  being  literally  Bardouio  for  an  instant 

"  I  presume  I  do.  We  know  enough  I^tin  in  Duke's  to  get 
along  with  such  a  quotation;  though  our  &iend  Timms  here  de> 
spises  the  clashes.  '  Con  amore'  means,  in  this  instance,  a  '  lover's 
seal,'  I  suppose;  for  they  tell  me  that  all  who  approach  the 
ciiminal  sabmits  to  ber  power  to  charm." 

"  The  accused,  if  you  please,"  put  in  tbe  opposing  attorney ; 
"hut  no  eriminal,  until  the  word  'gmlty'  has  been  pronounced." 

"  I  am  convicted.  They  say  you  are  to  be  tbe  happy  man, 
Timms,  in  the  event  of  an  acquittal.  It  is  reported  all  over  the 
caunty,  that  you  are  to  beoome  Mr.  Monson  as  a  reward  for  your 
services;  and  if  half  that  I  hear  be  true,  you  will  deserve  her, 
with  a  good  estate  in  the  barg^n." 

Here  Williams  laughed  heartily  at  his  own  wit;  but  Duns- 
ocmb  looked  grave,  while  bis  assoiuate  counsel  looked  angry.  In 
pcont  of  fact  tbe  nail  had  been  hit  on  the  head ;  and  oonsaons- 
Mse  lighted  the  spirit  witbin,  with  its  calm,  mild  glow.     The 

.ogle 
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aeni<»r  counsel  was  too  proud,  and  too  dignified,  to  make  any  lo 
ply;  bat  TimmB  wiu  tionbled  with  uo  auoh  feeling. 

"  If  there  are  any  such  niraoura  in  old  Duke's,"  retorted  the 
,lsst,  "it  will  not  need  mesmeiism  to  discover  their  author.  In 
my  opinion,  the  people  ought  to  carry  on  their  suits  in  a  spirit 
c^  liberality  and  justice ;  and  not  in  a  rindlctiTe,  malioioaB  tem- 
per." 

"  Wo  are  all  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,"  answered  Wil- 
liams, with  a  sneer.  "  I  ot«isider  it  liberal  to  ^ve  you  a  hand- 
Home  yoang  woman  with  a  full  purse ;  though  uo  one  oan  say 
how,  or  by  whom,  it  has  been  filled.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Dtmscomb, 
I  am  instructed  to  make  a  proposal  to  yoa;  and  as  Timms  is  in 
the  conrt,  this  may  be  as  good  a  moment  as  another  to  present  it 
for  consideration.  My  o5er  is  from  the  nephew,  next  of  kin,  and 
sole  heir  of  the  late  Peter  Goodwin ;  by  whom,  as  you  probably 
know,  I  am  retmned.  This  gentleman  is  well  assured  that  his 
deceased  relatiTes  had  a  large  sum  in  gold  by  them,  at  the  time 
of  the  murfers " 

"  So  verdict  has  yet  shown  that  there  has  been  any  murders 
at  all,"  interrupted  Timms. 

"  We  have  the  verdict  of  the  inquest,  begpng  your  pardon, 
brother  Timms — that  is  something,  surely;  though  not  enough, 
quite  likely,  to  convince  your  mind.  But,  to  proceed  with  my 
proportion  :  —  My  client  b  well  assured  that  such  a  secret  frmd 
existed.  He  also  knows  that  your  client,  gentlemen,  is  flush  of 
money,  and  money  in  gold  ccans  that  correspond  with  many  piecei 
that  have  been  seen  by  different  individuals  in  the  possessioD  of 

"Ay,  eagles  and  half-cagles,"  intermpted Timms — "a  reson- 
blance  that  comes  from  the  stamp  of  the  mint." 

"  Go  on  with  your  proposition,  Mr.  Williams" — said  Zhius- 
.-omb. 

"  We  ofler  to  withdraw  all  our  extra  counsel,  myself  inclsdod, 


THB     WATS    OF    THB     B  O  l  R.  3U1 

tnA  to  leave  the  ottae  altogether  with  the  State,  which  ii  vci; 
niTich  the  same  thing  aa  an  aoqiuttal ;  provided  yon  wilt  return  to 
lu  five  tliouBand  dollar^  in  this  gold  corn.  Not  pay,  for  that 
might  be  compounding  a  felony ;  but  return." 

"  There  could  be  no  compounding  a  felony,  if  the  indictment 
be  not  quashed,  but  traveraed,"  said  the  senior  counsel  for  the 
defence. 

"  Very  trae ;  but  we  prefer  the  word  '  return.'  That  loavei 
everything  dear,  and  will  enable  ns  to  face  the  county.  Our 
object  is  to  get  our  righU— let  the  State  tate  care  of  its  justice 
for  itself." 

'*  Tou  can  hardly  expect  that  such  a  proportion  should  bo 
accepted,  Williams  f" 

"  I  am  not  ao  sure  of  that,  Timms;  life  is  sweeter  than  money 
even.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  answer  of  your  associate,  how- 
ever. Yon,  I  can  see,  have  no  intention  of  lessening  the  marriag<3 
pordon,  if  it  can  be  helped." 

Such  mde-hits  wera  so  common  in  court,  as  between  these 
worthies,  that  neither  thought  much  of  them  out  of  court.  But 
Williams  gave  a  dgnal  proof  of  the  acutenesa  of  his  obaervation, 
when  he  espressed  a  wish  to  know  in  what  light  his  proposal  was 
viewed  by  Dunsoomb.  That  learned  gentleman  evidently  pud 
moro  respect  to  the  offer  than  had  been  manifested  by  his  asso- 
ciate j  and  now  sat  mlently  nuninatiug  on  ite  nature.  Thus 
directly  appealed  to,  he  felt  the  neoesaty  of  ^ving  some  sort  of 
an  answer. 

"  Ton  have  come  expressly  to  make  this  proposition  to  ua, 
Mr.  Williams?"  Bunscomb  demanded. 

"  To  be  fi-ank  with  you,  ur,  such  is  the  main  object  of  my  - 
risit" 

"  Of  course  it  is  sanationed  by  your  client,  and  you  speak  by 
aoUioTity  f " 

"  It  ifl  fully  sanctioned  by  my  client,  who  would  greatly  prefei 


the  plan ;  aad  I  act  direotlj  bj  his  wntten  inftruotiouB.  NothiDg 
ahort  of  these  would  indoce  me  to  make  the  proposition." 

"  Yet?  well,  sir.  Will  aa  answer  by  ten  o'clock  this  evening 
meet  jour  viewa?" 

"  Perfectly  go.  An  answer  at  any  time  between  this  and  Uic 
Bitting  of  the  court  to-morrow  morning,  will  fully  meet  csr  rieWE. 
The  terms,  however,  cannot  be  diminished.  Owing  to  the  shorl- 
ness  of  the  time,  it  may  be  well  to  onderstand  that." 

"  Then,  Mr.  Williams,  I  ask  a  little  time  for  reflection  and 
ooDsnltadon.    We  may  meet  a^in  tonight" 

The  other  assented,  rose,  coolly  helped  himself  1«  another 
BCgar,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  door,  when  an  espresuve  gestoK 
from  Timma  induced  bim  to  pause. 

"Let  na  understand  each  other,"  said  the  last,  with  em- 
phasis. "  Is  this  a  taroce,  with  a  complete  cesBatloa  of  hostili- 
tjes;  or  is  it  only  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  the  midst  of 

"  I  hardly  comprehend  your  meaning,  Hilr.  Timms.  The  ques- 
tion is  dmply  one  of  taking  certain  forces — allied  forces,  the; 
may  be  called  —  irom  the  field,  and  leaving  you  to  contend  only 
with  the  main  enemy.  There  need  be  nothing  said  of  a  tmce, 
once  nothing  farther  can  be  done  until  the  court  opens." 

"  That  may  do  very  well,  Williams,  for  those  that  haven't 
practised  in  Duke's  as  long  as  myself;  but  it  will  not  do  for  me. 
There  is  an  army  of  reporters  bore,  at  this  moment;  and  I  am 
afimd  that  the  allies  of  whom  you  speak  have  whole  corps  of 
skinnishers." 

Williams  maintained  a  oonntenance  so  unmoved  that  even  the 
judicious  Timms  was  a  little  shaken;  while  Dunscomb,  who  had 
all  the  reluctance  of  a  gentleman  to  believe  in  an  act  cf  meao- 
nesB,  felt  outraged  by  his  assodate's  suspidons. 

"  Come,  come,  Mr.  Timms,"  the  last  exd^med,  "  I  beg  we 
.'jay  have  nc  more  of  this.     Mr.  Williams  has  come  wltli  &  pto- 


pofdtion  worthy  of  our  oon^deration ;  let  as  meet  il  in  tha  spirit 
in  which  it  is  offiired." 

"  Yes,"  repeated  Williama,  with  a  look  that  might  well  havt 
explained  his  sobriquet  of  'saucy;'  yes,  in  the  spirit  in  which  il 
is  offered.     What  do  yon  say  to  that,  Timma?" 

"  That  I  shall  manage  the  defence  precisely  as  if  no  such  pn> 
podtion  bod  been  made,  or  any  negotantion  accepted.  Yon  oan 
do  the  same  for  the  prosecution." 

'! Agreed!"  Williams  rejoined,  making  a  sleeping  gestaie 
with  his  hand,  and  immediately  quitting  the  room. 

Dunscomb  was  ulent  for  «  minute.  A  thread  of  smoke  arose 
from  the  end  of  his  segar ;  but  the  volume  no  longer  poured  from 
between  bis  lips.  He  was  ruminating  too  intensely  even  to 
smoke.  Rising  suddenly,  he  took  his  hat,  and  motioned  towards 
the  door. 

"  Timms,  wo  must  go  to  the  gaol,"  he  s^d ;  "  Maiy  Monson 
must  be  spoken  to  at  once." 

"  If  Williams  had  made  bis  proportion  ten  days  ago,  there 
might  be  some  use  in  listening  to  it^"  returned  the  junior,  follow- 
ing the  senior  counsel  from  the  room,  carrying  all  the  papers  in 
the  cause  under  an  arm ;  "  but,  now  that  all  the  mischief  is  done, 
it  would  be  throwing  away  five  thousand  dollars  to  listen  to  bis 
proposition." 

"  We  will  see— we  will  see,"  answered  the  other,  hurrying 
down  stairs  —  "what  means  the  rumpus  in  that  room,  Timmsf 
Mrs.  Horton  has  not  treated  mo  well,  to  place  a  troublesome 
neighbour  so  near  me.  I  shall  atop  and  tell  her  as  much,  aa  we 
gn  through  the  hall." 

"  Yon  bad  better  not,  'Squire.  We  want  all  our  Mends  jut' 
now ;  and  a  sharp  word  might  cause  us  to  lose  this  woman,  who 
baa  a  devil  of  a  tongue.  She  tells  me  that  a  crazy  man  was 
brought  here  privately;  and,  being  well  pud  for  it,  she  has  con- 
ijented  to  give  bim  what  she  oalls  her  '  drunkard's  parlour,'  until 


the  eonit  has  settled  his  aSur.  His  room,  like  your  own,  ib  M 
moob  ont  of  Jie  way,  that  the  poor  fellow  pves  very  little  trov 
ble  to  the  gre&t  body  of  the  boarders." 

"  Ay,  very  little  trouble  to  you,  and  the  rest  of  you,  in  the 
main  building;  but  a  great  deal  to  me.  I  shall  speak  to  Mis 
Horton  on  the  subject^  as  we  pass  out." 

"  Better  not,  'Squire.  The  woman  ia  our  friend  now,  I  know ; 
but  a  warm  word  may  turn  her  to  the  righl>«bout" 

It  ia  probable  Dunscomb  was  influenced  by  his  companion; 
for  he  left  the  honse  withont  putting  bis  threat  in  exeontion.  In 
k  few  Uiinntes  he  and  Timms  were  at  the  gaol.  As  oounsel  coold 
not  well  be  refused  admiason  to  their  client  on  the  eve  of  trial, 
the  two  lawyers  were  admitted  to  the  gallery  within  the  outer 
door  that  has  been  bo  ofl^n  mendoned.  Of  course,  Mary  Monson 
was  notified  of  the  visit;  and  she  received  iJtem  with  Anna  Up- 
djke,  the  good,  gentle,  considerate  Anna,  who  was  ever  disposed 
to  help  the  weak  and  to  console  the  unhappy,  at  her  dde.  Buns- 
comb  had  no  notion  that  the  intimacy  had  grown  to  this  head ; 
but  when  be  came  to  reflect  that  one  of  the  parties  was  to  be 
tried  for  ber  life  next  day,  he  was  disposed  to  overlook  the  mani- 
fest indiscretion  of  his  old  favourite  in  being  in  such  a  place. 
Mrs.  McBrain's  presence  released  him  from  all  responsibility; 
and  he  returned  the  warm  pressure  of  Anna's  band  in  kindness, 
if  not  with  positive  approbation.  Aa  for  the  ^rl  herself,  the 
very  sight  of  "  Uncle  Tom,"  as  she  had  so  long  been  accustomed 
to  call  the  counsellor,  cheered  her  heaft,  and  raised  new  hopes  in 
behalf  of  her  friend. 

In  a  few  clear,  pointed  words,  Dunscomb  let  the  motive  of  his 
viut  be  known.  There  was  little  time  to  throw  away,  and  he 
went  directly  at  his  object,  stating  everything  succinctly,  but  In 
the  most  intelligible  manner.  Notbing  could  have  been  more 
ealm  than  the  manner  in  which  Mary  Monson  listened  to  hia 
statement;  her  deportment  being  as  steady  aa  that  of  one  tattiw 
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D)  judgment  herself,  nttlier  than  that  of  a  person  vhose  OffU  &t« 
was  iDVoIved  in  the  issue. 

"  It  is  a  large  sum  to  ruse  In  so  short  a  time,"  continued  tha 
kind-hearted  Danscomb;  "  but  I  deem  the  propomtion  so  impo<^ 
tant  to  your  interest,  that,  rather  than  lose  this  advantage,  1 
vonld  not  hesitate  about  advancing  the  mone;  mjself,  should 
you  be  unprepared  for  so  heavy  a  demand," 

"As  respects  the  money,  Mr.  Danscomb,"  returned  the  fur 
priaoner,  in  the  most  easy  and  natoral  manner,  "that  need  ffve 
na  no  concern.  By  sending  a  confidential  messenger  to  town  — 
Mr.  John  Wilmeter,  for  instance"  —  here  Anna  pressed  less 
closely  to  her  friend's  dde — "  it  would  be  very  easy  to  have  five 
hundred  eagles  or  a  thousand  balf-eaglea  here,  by  breakfast-time 
to-morrow.  It  is  not  on  account  of  any  such  difficulty  that  I 
hesitate  a  moment  What  I  dislike  b  the  injoatice  of  the  thing. 
I  have  never  tooched  a  cent  of  poor  Mrs.  Goodwin's  hoard;  and 
it  would  be  &l80  to  admit  that  I  am  returning  that  which  I  never 
received." 

"  We  must  not  be  partjoular,  ma'am,  on  immaterial  pointy 
when  there  is  so  much  at  stake." 

"  It  may  be  immaterial  whether  I  pay  money  under  one  form 
or  another,  Mr.  Bunsoomb;  but  it  cannot  be  immatenal  to  my 
future  standing,  whether  I  am  acquitted  in  the  teeth  of  this  Mr. 
Williams's  opposltjon,  or  under  favour  of  his  porchase." 

"  Acqaitt«d  I  Our  case  is  not  absolutely  clear,  Mise  Monson— 
it  ia  my  duty  to  tell  you  as  muchl" 

"  I  understand  such  to  be  the  opinion  of  both  Mr.  Timms  and 
yourself,  sir ;  I  like  the  candour  of  your  conduct,  but  am  not 
sonverted  to  your  way  of  thinking.  I  shall  be  acquitted,  gentle- 
men— yes,  honourably,  triumphantly  acquitted;  and  I  cannot 
consent  to  lessen  the  impression  of  such  a  termination  to  my 
t&dt,  by  patting  myself  in  the  way  of  being  even  suspected  of  n 
»llu«on  with  a  man  like  this  saucy  Williams.     It  is  far  better 


to  meet  him  openly,  and  to  defy  bim  to  do  his  worst.  Periupa 
Bcme  such  trial,  followed  by  complete  Bnccess,  will  be  necessaiT 
Co  my  fatnre  happiness." 

Amia  now  pressed  nearer  to  the  side  of  her  Mend ;  psadng  u 
aim,  unooBsdoiisly  to  herself,  aroond  her  wdst  As  for  Duns- 
comb,  he  gazed  at  the  handaonte  prisoner  in  a  sort  of  stupefied 
wonder.  The  place,  the  hour,  the  boBineas  of  the  succeeding 
day,  and  all  the  accessories  of  the  scene,  had  an  effect  to  increase 
the  oonfiiaon  of  hie  mind,  and,  for  the  moment,  to  call  in  qne»- 
tjon  the  fidelity  of  his  senses.  As  he  gazed  at  the  prison-like 
aspect  of  the  galleiy,  his  eye  fell  an  the  countenance  of  Marie 
Moulin,  and  rested  there  in  surprise  for  half  a  minute.  The 
Swiss  maid  waa  looking  earnestly  at  her  mistress,  with  an  ex 
presaion  of  concern  and  of  care  so  intense,  that  it  caused  &e 
coimsellor  to  search  for  their  cause.  Por  the  first  lime  it  flashed 
on  his  mind  that  Mary  Monson  might  be  a  lunatic,  and  that  the 
defence  so  often  set  up  in  capital  cases  as  to  weary  the  common 
mind,  might  be  rendered  justly  aviulable  in  this  particular  in- 
stance. The  whole  conduct  of  this  serring-voman  had  been  bo 
singular;  the  deportmeut  of  Mary  Monson  herself  was  so  much 
out  of  the  ordinary  rules ;  and  the  adhesion  of  Anna  tJpdyke, 
ft  girl  of  Mngular  prudence  of  conduct,  notwithstanding  her  dis- 
poeition  to  enthusiasm,  so  marked,  that  the  inference  was  &i 
from  unnatural.  Nevertheless,  Mary  Monson  had  never  looked 
more  calm,  more  intellectual;  never  manifested  more  of  a  mien 
of  high  intelligence,  than  at  that  very  instant  The  singulai 
illumination  of  the  countenance  to  which  we  have  had  occasion 
already  Uy  allude,  waa  conspicuons,  but  it  was  benignant  and 
quiet;  and  the  flush  of  the  cheeks  added  lustre  to  her  eyea 
Then  the  sentiments  expressed  were  just  and  noble,  free  &om 
the  cunmng  and  roendad^  of  a  maniac ;  and  such  as  any  jam 
might  be  proud  to  have  the  wife  of  his  bosom  entert^.  AU 
these  conuderations  quickly  chased  the  rising  distrust  irom  Dont 
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Bomb'x  mind,  and  bk  thoughU  reverted  to  the  business  that  bad 
brought  him  there. 

"  Tou  are  the  best  jadge,  ma'am,  of  what  wOI  most  oontribute 
[o  your  happinesa,"  rejoined  the  counsellor,  after  a  brief  pause. 
"  Id  the  ignorance  in  which  we  are  kept  of  the  past,  I  migbl 
well  add,  the  only  judge ;  though  it  is  possible  that  jour  female 
oompouionH  know  more,  in  this  respect,  than  your  legal  advisers. 
It  is  proper  I  should  say,  once  more,  and  probably  for  the  latit 
time,  that  your  case  vrill.be  greatly  prejudiced  unleaa  you  enable 
OK  to  dwell  on  your  past  life  freely  and  truly." 

"  I  am  accused  of  murdering  an  unoSending  female  and  her 
huabasd ;  of  settiag  fire  to  tbe  dwelling,  and  of  robbing  them  of 
their  gold.  These  are  accusations  that  can  properly  be  answered 
only  by  a  complete  acquittal,  after  a  solemn  investigation.  No 
half-way  measores  will  do.  I  must  be  fbnnd  not  guil^,  or  a  blot 
rcstfi  on  my  character  for  life.  My  portion  is  angular — I  bad 
almost  said  cmel — in  some  respects  ovring  to  my  own  wilful- 


Here  Anna  Updyke  pressed  closer  to  her  friend's  side,  as  if 
she  would  defend  her  against  these  self-accuaations;  while  Marie 
Moulin  dropped  her  needle,   and  listened   with    the   liveliest 


"  In  many  respects,  perhaps,"  continued  Mary,  after  a  short 
pause,  "  and  I  most  take  the  consequences.  Wilfulness  has  evor 
been  my  greatest  enemy.  It  has  been  fed  by  perfect  independ- 
enoe  and  too  much  money.  I  doubt  if  it  be  good  for  woman  ta 
be  thus  tried.  We  were  created  for  dependence,  Mr.  Dunsoomb; 
dependence  on  our  fathers,  on  oor  brothers,  and  perhaps  on  oui 
husbands"  —  here  there  was  another  pause;  and  the  cheeks  of 
the  fmr  speaker  flushed,  while  ber  eyes  became  brilliant  to  light 

"  Perhaps  C  repeated  the  counsellor,  with  solemn  emphasis. 

"I  know  that  men  think  di^rently  from  iia  on  this  Bab> 

jeot " 

D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


"From  1M — do  jon  desire  me  to  believe  tliat  most  womea 
wish  to  be  independent  of  their  husbands?  Ask  the  jounf; 
woman  at  jour  side,  if  that  be  ber  feeling  of  the  duties  of  bei 
Kex." 

Anna  dropped  her  bead  on  her  bosom,  and  blushed  scarlet 
Id  all  her  day-dreams  of  happiness  with  John  Wilmeter,  the  very 
reverse  of  the  feeling  now  alluded  to,  bad  been  uppermost  in  her 
mind ;  and  to  her  nothing  had  ever  seemed  half  as  sweet  as  the 
pietore  of  leaning  on  him  for  enpport,  guidance,  authority,  and 
advice.  The  thought  of  independence  would  have  been  painful 
to  ber;  for  a  principle  of  nature,  the  instinct  of  her  sez,  taught 
her  that  the  part  of  woman  was  "to  love,  honour,  and  obey."  As 
for  Maiy  Monson,  she  quailed  a  little  before  the  severe  eye  of 
Dunscombj  but  education,  the  accidents  of  life,  and  possibly  a 
secret  principle  of  ber  pecoliar  temperament,  united  to  stimulate 
her  to  mainttun  her  original  ground. 

"  I  know  not  what  may  be  the  particular  notions  of  Miss  Up- 
dyke,"  returned  this  wngnlar  being,  "but  I  can  feel  my  own 
lon^ngs.  They  are  all  for  independence.  Men  have  not  dealt 
billy  by  women.  Possessing  the  power,  they  have  made  all  tho 
laws,  fashioned  all  tho  opinions  of  the  world,  in  their  own  &TOur. 
Let  a  woman  err,  and  she  can  never  rise  from  her  fell;  nhile 
men  live  with  impuni^  in  the  midst  of  their  gnilt  If  a  woman 
think  differently  from  those  around  her,  she  is  expected  to  oon- 
eeal  her  opinions,  in  order  to  receive  those  of  her  masters.  Even 
in  the  worship  of  God,  the  highest  and  most  precious  of  all  oor 
duties,  she  is  expected  to  play  a  secondary  part,  and  act  as  if  the 
Christian  Faith  fevoured  the  sentiment  of  another,  which  teaches 
that  women  have  no  souls." 

"  All  this  is  as  old  as  (he  repinings  of  a  very  truacherous  na- 
ture, young  lady,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coolly;  "and  I  have 
often  heard  it  before.  It  is  not  surprising,  however,  that  a  young, 
handsome,  bighlv-educated,  and  I  presume  rich,  perFon  of  yoin 
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Bex,  gliould  be  seduced  b;  nodons  seemioglj  bo  attfactive,  and 
long  for  what  Bbe  will  be  apt  to  term  the  emancipation  of  hot 
anx.  Thifi  is  an  age  of  emaudpation ;  prudent  greyheaded  men 
become  deluded,  and  exhibit  their  follj  bj  succumbing  to  a  wild 
and  ezceedingly  dlly  philauthropical  hurrah !  Even  rell^on  is 
emondpated  I  There  are  churches,  it  is  true;  but  thej  exist  as 
appendages  of  sodety,  instead  of  being  divine  institutions,  estab- 
lished for  the  secret  purposes  of  unerring  wisdom ;  and  we  hear 
men  openly  commending  this  or  that  ecclesiastical  organization, 
because  it  has  more  or  less  of  the  savour  of  republicanism.  But 
one  new  dogma  remans  to  be  advanced — that  the  government 
of  the  universe  is  demooratioal — in  which  the  'music  of  the 
spheres'  is  a  popular  song;  and  the  disappearance  of  a  world  a 
mattor  to  be  referred  to  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity. 
Among  other  absurdities  of  the  hour  is  a  new  law,  ^ving  to 
married  women  the  control  of  their  property,  and  drawing  a  line 
of  covetousnesB  across  the  bolster  of  every  marriage  bed  in  the 
State  I" 

"  Surely,  Mr.  Diinscomb,  a  man  of  your  integrity,  character, 
manliness,  and  principles,  would  defend  the  weaker  sex  In  the 
maintenance  of  its  rights  against  prodigality,  tyranny,  and  ne* 

"  These  are  so  many  words,  my  dear  ma'am,  and  are  totally 
without  meaning,  when  thoroughly  sifted.  God  created  woman 
to  be  a  help-meet  to  man — to  comfort,  solace,  and  ud  him  in  tiia 
pursuit  after  worldly  happiness ;  but  always  in  a  dependent  rela- 
tion. The  marriage  condition,  viewed  in  its  eveiy-day  aspect,  lias 
■uSiuient  causes  of  disagreement,  without  drawing  in  this  of  pro- 
perty. One  of  the  dearest  and  nearest  of  its  ties,  indeed,  thai 
of  a  perfect  identification  of  interests,  is  at  once  cut  off  by  this 
foolish,  not  to  say  wicked  attempt  to  light  the  torch  of  oonten&n 
Id  every  household.  It  were  bettor  to  teach  our  women  not  to 
thn>W  themselves  away  on  men  who  cannot  be  tnisted  j  to  incnl 
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cate  tbe  neoesuty  of  not  marrying  ia  baste  to  repent  at  It^urc, 
tlmn  to  tinker  the  old,  venerable,  and  long-tried  usages  of  onr 
fathers,  by  crotchela  that  come  far  more  from  the  feverish  auda- 
city of  ignorance,  than  from  philosophy  or  wisdom.  Why,  unless 
the  courts  interpose  tbeir  pradenoe  to  rectify  the  blunders  of  the 
le^slature,  as  they  have  ab%ady  done  a  hundred  times,  the 
labourer's  wife  may  have  her  action  against  her  hnaband  for  tbe 
earthen  bowl  he  haa  broken ;  and  the  man  may  be  saed  by  the 
wife  for  rent  I  The  happiness  of  every  home  is  hourly  put  in 
jeopardy,  in  order  that,  now  and  then,  a  wife  may  be  saved  from 
the  eonrsefl  of  a  speculator  or  a  spendthrift." 

"  Might  not  this  have  been  done  before,  uncle  Tom,  by  means 
of  settlementa  F"  asked  Anna,  m&i  interest 

"  Certainly ;  and  that  it  is  which  renders  all  this  silly  quaokery 
BO  much  the  worse.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  magnitude  of 
the  stake  might  seem  to  demand  eztraordinaiy  care,  the  means 
already  existed  for  providing  all  useful  safeguards ;  and  any  new 
legislation  was  quite  unnecessary.  This  very  law  will  produce 
twenty-fold  more  nnhappiness  in  &milie3,  than  it  will  prevent  of 
misery,  by  setting  up  distinct,  and  often  conflicting  ucNests, 
among  those  who  ought  to  live  as  'bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh 
of  their  flesh." 

"  You  do  not  give  to  woman  her  proper  place  in  society,  Mr. 
Dunscomb,"  returned  Mary  Monson,  haughtily;  "your  com- 
ments are  those  of  a  bachelor.  I  have  heard  of  a  oertiun  Miss 
Millington,  who  once  had  an  interest  with  yon,  and  who,  if  living, 
would  have  taught  you  juster  sentiments  on  this  subject" 

Dunscomb  turned  as  white  as  a  sheet;  his  hand  and  lip  qui< 
vered ;  and  all  desire  to  continue  the  discourse  suddenly  left  him. 
The  gentie  Anna,  ever  attentive  to  his  wishes  and  ulings,  stole 
to  his  aide,  olently  offering  a  glass  of  water.  She  had  seen  thl> 
a(pt*tion  before,  and  knew  there  Vas  a  leaf  in  "Uncle  ToroV 
history  that  he  Hi  not  wish  eveiy  vulgar  eye  to  read 
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Aa  for  Mary  Mouson,  she  went  into  her  ceU,  like  i>ne  who  de- 
olined  aaj  futther  commnnioation  with  her  counsel.  Timms  van 
struck  with  her  lofty  and  dedded  manner;  bnt  stood  too  much 
in  awe  of  her,  to  interpose  a  remonstrance.  After  a,  few  minntoa 
taken  by  Dtinscomb  to  regain  his  self-command,  and  a  brief  con- 
sultation t<^ether,  the  two  lawyers  quitted  the  prison.  All  this 
time,  the  aconsed  remained  in  her  cell,  in  resentful  silenoo, 
elosel;  and  anxuniBly  wat4^ed  by  the  searching  eye  of  her  seniot 


D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


CHAPTER  XES. 

•>Met]iInlu,ii;u  I  gueaa,  the  luilt 'i  but  anuli. 
It  might  be  pardoned." 

Tht  OijAaa. 

Pkbbaps  no  surer  test  of  high  pnnciples,  aa  it  is  oert^  no 
more  aoonrate  test  of  high  breeding  can  be  found,  than  &  distaste 
for  injurious  gosdp.  In  woman,  subject  as  Bhe  is  nnquestionabl^ 
by  her  edocation,  habits,  and  active  cariosity,  to  the  influence  of 
this  vice,  its  existence  is  deplorable,  leading  to  a  thousand  wrongs, 
among  the  chief  of  which  is  a  &lse  appreciatioa  of  oarselves; 
but,  when  men  submit  to  so  vile  a  propensity,  ibey  become  con- 
tcmptible,  as  well  as  wicked.  Aa  a  resolt  of  long  obaerration, 
we  should  say  that  those  who  are  most  obnoxious  to  the  just 
condemnatdoD  of  the  world,  are  the  most  addicted  to  finding  faults 
in  others ;  and  it  is  only  the  comparatively  good,  who  are  bo  be- 
cause they  are  humble,  that  abstain  from  meddling  and  dealing 
in  scandal' 

When  one  reflects  on  the  great  amount  of  injuatice  that  is  thus 
inflicted,  without  even  the  most  remote  hope  of  reparation,  how 
far  a  loose,  ill-considered  and  Ignorant  remark  will  float  on  the 
tongues  of  the  idle,  how  much  nnmerited  misery  is  oftentimes 
entailed  by  such  onweighed  assertions  and  opinions,  and  how 
small  b  the  retnm  of  benefit  in  any  form  whatever,  it  would 
almost  appear  a  necessary  moral  consequence  that  the  world,  by 
general  consent,  would  determine  to  eradicate  bo  pernicionB  an 
evil,  in  the  common  interest  of  mankind.     That  it  does  not,  » 
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pTobabl;  owing  to  the  power  that  ia  atill  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Father  of  Sin,  hy  the  Infinite  Wiedom  that  has  seen  fit  to  pUoe 
ns  in  this  condition  of  trial.  The  parent  of  all  lies,  gos^p,  is 
one  of  the  most  &miliar  of  the  means  he  employs  to  pat  his 
falsehoods  ia  circulation. 

Tliis  rice  is  heartless  and  dangerous  when  confined  to  its  natural 
limile,  the  circles  of  society ;  but,  when  it  invades  the  outer  walks 
of  life,  and,  most  of  all,  when  it  gets  mixed  up  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  it  becomes  a  tyrant  as  ruthless  and  injurioos 
in  its  way,  as  he  who  fiddled  while  Borne  was  in  flames.  We 
have  no  deure  to  exaggerate  the  evils  of  the  state  of  society  in 
which  we  live ;  but  an  honest  regard  to  truth  will,  we  think,  in- 
duce every  observant  man  to  lament  &%  manner  in  which  this 
power,  under  the  gniae  of  popular  opinion,  penetrates  into  all  the 
avenues  of  the  courts,  cormptjng,  perverting,  and  often  destroy- 
ing, the  healthful  action  of  their  systems. 

Biberry  furnished  a  clear  example  of  the  truth  of  these  remarks 
on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  Mary  Monson  was  to  be  tried. 
The  gaol-window  had  Its  crowd  of  oooise ;  and  though  the  dispo- 
sition of  curtains,  and  other  similar  means  of  concealment^  com- 
pletely baffled  vulgar  cnrio^ty,  they  could  not  cloak  the  resentful 
feelings  to  which  this  reserve  gave  birth.  Most  of  those  who 
were  drawn  thither  belonged  to  a  class  who  fancied  it  was  not 
affliction  enough  to  be  accused  of  two  of  the  highest  crimes 
known  to  the  laws ;  but  that  to  this  grievous  misfortune  sbonld  be 
added  a  submission  to  the  stare  c^  the  multitude.  It  was  the  people's 
laws  the  accused  was  supposed  to  have  disregarded ;  and  it  was 
their  privilege  to  antidpate  punishment,  by  insult- 

"  Why  don't  she  show  herself,  and  let  the  public  look  on  her  ?" 
demanded  one  curious  old  man,  whose  head  had  whitened  under 
a  steadily  increasing  misconception  of  what  the  rights  of  this 
public  were.  "  I  've  seen  murderers  afore  now,  and  ain't  a  Mt 
afeard  on  'em,  if  they  be  well  ironed  and  looVd  a'ter." 

8T3  U 
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This  Bally  prodnced  &  heartleaa  laugh ;  for,  sooth  to  saj,  where 
Tie  &elsj  under  sucli  droamstanceB,  aa  reason,  and  justice,  and 
Ktr^Ution  would  t«ll  them  to  feel,  ten  feel  aa  the  demons  prompi 

"  Tou  cannot  expect  that  a  lady  of  fashion,  who  playa  on  the 
harp  and  talks  French,  will  show  her  pretty  face  to  he  gazed  at 
by  common  folk,"  rejoined  a  ahahby-genteel  sort  of  personage, 
out  of  whose  waJstcoat-pocket  obtruded  the  leaves  of  a  small  note- 
book, and  the  end  of  a  gold  pen.  This  man  wan  a  reporter,  ren- 
dered malignant  by  meeting  with  opposition  to  his  views  of 
iraa^ning  that  the  universe  was  created  to  furnish  paragraphs  for 
newspapers.  He  waa  a  half-educated  European,  who  pronounced 
all  his  words  in  a  sort  of  boarding-school  dialect,  as  if  abbreTio- 
tion  offended  a  taste  'acken'd  over  by  learning.' 

Another  laugh  succeeded  this  supercilious  sneer;  and  three  or 
four  lads,  half-grown  and  clamorous,  called  aloud  the  name  of 
"  MiU'y  Monson,"  demanding  that  she  should  show  herself.  At 
that  moment  the  accused  was  on  her  knees,  with  Anna  Updyke 
at  her  side,  praying  for  that  support  which,  as  the  crisis  arrived, 
she  found  to  be  more  and  more  necessary ! 

Changing  from  the  scene  to  the  open  street,  we  find  a  petti- 
fogger, one  secretly  prompted  by  Williams,  spreading  a  report 
that  had  its  ori^  no  one  knew  where,  but  which  waa  gradually 
finding  its  way  to  the  ears  of  half  the  population  of  Duke'a,  ex- 
citing prejudice  and  inflicting  wrong. 

"  It 's  the  curi'stest  story  I  ever  beard,"  said  Sam  Tongc  t,  aa 
ths  pettifogger  waa  usually  styled,  though  his  re^  name  was 
Hubbs;  "and  one  so  hard  to  believe,  that,  though  I  tell  it,  I  call 
on  no  man  to  believe  it.  Yon  see,  gentlemen" — the  little  group 
around  him  was  composed  of  suitors,  witnesses,  jurors,  grund- 
lurors,  and  others  of  a  stamp  that  usually  mark  these  several 
classes  of  men — "  that  the  account  now  is,  that  this  Mary  Mon- 
son was  sent  abroad  for  her  schoolin'  when  only  ten  years  old; 
afld  that  she  staid  in  the  old  countriea  long  enough  to  I'am  K'- 
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play  the  harp,  ajid  other  deviltriee  of  the  eame  natur'.  It 's  e 
miEfortin',  as  I  gay,  for  any  yonng  woman  to  be  eent  out  of 
Amerily  for  an  edication.  Edicadon,  as  eveiybody  knows,  is  tbf 
groat  glory  of  our  ooontry;  and  a  body  would  think  that  what 
can't  bo  I'ara't  here,  isn't  worth  knowin'." 

This  sentiment  was  well  Teceived,  as  would  be  ai:y  opioion 
that  asserted  American  Bnperiori^,  with  that  particular  class  of 
li8t«DerB.  Eye  turned  to  eye,  nod  answered  nod,  and  a  murmur 
exprcsfdve  of  approbation  passed  throngh  the  little  crowd. 

"  But  there  was  no  great  harm  in  that,"  put  in  a  person  named 
Hicks,  who  was  accustomed  to  connect  consequences  with  theoi 
causes,  and  to  trace  causes  down  to  their  consequences.  "  An^ 
body  might  have  been  edicated  in  France  as  well  as  Mary  Mrai- 
eon.      That  will  hardly  tell  ag'iu  her  on  the  trial." 

"  I  didn't  say  it  would,"  answered  Sam  Tongue ;  "  though  it 't 
gin'rally  conceded  that  France  is  no  country  for  religion  or  true 
freedom.  Give  me  reli^on  and  freedom,  say  I;  a  body  can  got 
along  with  bad  crops,  or  disapp'intmenta  in  gin'ral,  so  long  as  he 
hss  plenty  of  religion  and  plenty  of  freedom." 

Another  mnrmni',  another  movement  in  the  group,  and  ot^ter 
nods  denoted  the  spirit  in  which  this  was  received  too. 

"All  this  don't  make  ag'iu  Mary  Monson;  'spcdally  as  yon 
Bay  she  was  sent  abroad  so  young.     It  wasn't  her  fault  if  her 

"  She  had  no  parents — there 's  the  great  mystery  of  her  case. 
Never  had,  so  far  as  oan  be  discovered.  A  gal  without-  parente, 
without  fii'nds  of  any  sort,  is  edicat«d  in  a  foreign  land.  Tarns  to 
ipeak  foreign  tongues,  plays  on  foreign  music,  and  comes  honw 
a'ter  she's  grown  up,  with  her  pockets  as  full  as  if  she  'd  beec 
lo  Califomy  and  met  a  vein ;  and  no  one  can  tell  where  it  all 
»me  from !" 

"  Well,  iJoi  won't  tell  ag'in  her,  ne'ther,"  rejoined  Hicks,  who 
bad  now  defended  the  accused  so  much  that  he  began  to  take  ar 


btetBSt  in  her  acquittal.  "  Evideac«  must  be  direct,  aid  have  I 
p'int,  to  tell  ag'in  man  oi  woman.  As  for  Califomy,  it 's  made 
lawful  by  treaty,  if  CongreBB  will  only  let  it  alone." 

"  I  know  that  as  well  as  tlie  best  lawyer  iu  Buke'e ;  but  cfia 
racier  can  tell  ag'in  an  accused,  as  is  very  likely  to  be  shown  in 
the  Oyer  and  Tarminer  of  this  day.  Character  oounte,  let  me 
tell  you,  when  the  facts  get  a  little  confused ;  and  this  ia  just 
what  I  was  about  to  say.  Mary  Uonson  has  money;  where  doea 
it  come  bm?" 

"  Those  that  think  her  guilty  say  that  it  comes  from  poor  Mra. 
Qoodwin'a  stockin',"  returned  Hicks,  with  a  laugh;  "hat^Pa 
my  part,  I've  leen  that  stockin',  and  am  satisfied  it  didn't  hold 
6ve  hundred  dollars,  if  it  did  four." 

Here  the  reporter  out  with  his  notes,  scribbling  away  for  some 
time.  That  evening  a  paragraph,  a  little  altered  to  give  it  point 
dad  interest,  appeared  is  an  evening  paper,  in  which  the  conflict* 
ing  stflt^mcnte  of  Tongue  and  Hicks  were  so  presented,  that 
neither  of  these  worUues  could  have  recognised  his  own  child. 
That  paper  was  in  Bibeny  next  morning,  and  had  no  inconaideiv 
able  influence,  ultimately,  on  the  fortunes  of  the  accused. 

In  the  bar-room  of  Mrs.  Horton,  the  discussion  was  also  lively 
and  wily  on  this  same  subject.  As  this  was  a  place  much  fre- 
quented by  the  jurors,  the  agents  of  Timras  and  Williams  were 
very  numerous  in  and  around  that  house.  The  reader  is  not  to 
suppose  that  these  men  admitted  directly  to  themselves  even,  the 
true  character  of  the  rascally  business  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged ;  for  their  employers  were  much  too  shrewd  not  te  cover, 
to  a  certain  degree,  the  deformity  of  their  own  acts.  One  set 
had  been  ti51d  that  they  were  favouring  justice,  bringing  down 
aristocratic  pride  te  the  level  of  the  rights  of  the  mass,  demon- 
gtrating  that  this  was  a  free  country,  by  one  of  the  very  vilest 
piocedures  that  ever  polluted  the  fountains  of  justice  at  their 
very  Eonrca      On  the  other  hand,  the  agents  of  Timnra-had  ben 
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pWBUaded  that  thej  were  working  in  beti&If  of  a  perseonted  and 
Injnted  womim,  who  waa  pressed  upon  by  tbe  well-known  avarioc 
of  the  nephew  of  the  Qoodwins,  and  who  was  in  danger  of  be- 
eoming  the  victim  of  a  chun  of  exttaordinaij  occurrences  that 
had  thrown  her  into  the  meshes  of  the  law.  It  is  true,  this 
reasoning  was  backed  by  liberal  gifts ;  which,  however,  were  mads 
toassume  the  aspect  of  compensation  fairly  earned;  for  the  biggest 
villun  going  derives  a  certun  degree  of  satisfaction  in  persuading 
himself  that  he  is  acting  under  the  influence  of  motives  to  which 
he  is,  in  truth,  a  stranger.  The  homage  which  vice  pays  to  virtue 
is  on  a  much  more  extended  scale  than  is  commonly  supposed. 

Williams's  men  had  moch  the  best  of  it  with  the  mass.  Thoy 
addressed  themselves  to  prejndices  as  wide  as  the  dominion  ot 
man ;  and  a  certain  personal  zeal  was  mingled  with  their  cupidity. 
Then  they  had,  by  far,  the  easiest  task.  He  who  merely  aids  the 
evil  principles  of  our  nature,  provided  he  conceal  the  cloven  foot, 
is  ranch  more  sure  of  finding  willing  listeners  than  be  who  looka 
for  support  la  the  good.  A  very  nnnsoal  sort  of  story  was  circu- 
lated in  this  bai-room  at  the  expense  of  the  accused,  and  which 
earned  with  it  more  credit  than  common,  in  consequence  of  its 
being  so  much  out  of  the  beat«n  track  of  events  as  to  seem  to 
set  invention  at  defiance. 

Mary  Monson  was  s^d  to  be  an  heiress,  well  connected,  and 
well  educated  —  or,  as  these  three  very  material  dromnslancos 
were  stated  hy  the  Williams'  men — "well  to  do  herself,  of  friends 
well  tb  "lo,  and  of  excellent  schooling,"  She  had  been  married 
to  a  person  of  equal  position  in  society,  wealth  and  character,  but 
many  years  her  seniw — too  many,  the  stAry  went,  considering 
her  own  time  of  life;  for  a  great  difference,  when  one  of  the  par- 
lies is  youthful,  is  apt  to  tax  the  tastes  too  severely — and  that 
xtnneotion  had  not  proved  happy.  It  Lad  been  formed  abroad, 
and  more  on  foreign  than  on  American  principles ;  the  bridegroom 
(wing  a  Frenchman.     It  was  what  is  called  a  tnariagt  de  roixn^ 
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made  throngii  Qie  agency  of  fiiends  and  executors,  rather  Uutn 
tbrongh  the  Bympatbiee  and  feelings  that  should  alone  bring  inait 
and  woman  together  in  this,  the  closest  union  known  to  haniaii 
beings.  After  a  year  of  married  life  abroad,  the  nnmatehed 
oonple  had  come  to  America,  where  the  wife  possessed  a  very 
ample  fortune.  This  estate  the  recently  enacted  laws  gave  solely 
and  absolntely  to  herself;  and  it  soon  became  a  source  of  dissen' 
sion  between  man  and  wife.  The  husband,  quite  naturally,  ooQ' 
sidered  himself  entitled  to  advise  and  direct,  and,  in  some  measnro, 
to  control,  while  the  affluent,  youth:^l,  and  pretty  wife,-  was  in* 
disposed  to  yield  any  of  the  independence  she  so  much  prized  ^ 
but  which,  in  sooth,  was  asserted  in  the  very  teeth  of  one  of  the 
most  salutary  laws  of  nature.  In  consequence  of  this  very  dif- 
ferent manner  of  -riewiog  the  marriage  relation,  a  coolness  ensued, 
which  was  shortly  followed  by  the  disappearance  of  the  wife. 
This  wife  was  Mary  Monson,  who  had  secreted  herself  in  the 
retired  dwelling  of  the  Goodwins,  while  the  hired  agents  of  her 
linsbaad  were  running  np  and  down  the  land  in  search  of  the 
fugitive  in  places  of  resort  To  this  account,  so  strange,  and  yet 
in  many  respects  so  natural,  it  was  added  that  a  vein  of  occult 
madness  esisted  in  the  lady's  &mily;  and  it  was  suggested  that, 
as  so  much  of  her  conduct  as  was  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
might  be  traced  to  this  malady,  so  was  it  also  poaaible  that  the 
terrible  incidente  of  the  fire  and  the  deaths  were  to  be  imputed 
to  the  same  deep  afflictdou. 

We  are  far  from  saying  that  any  rumour  expressed  in  the 
terms  we  have  used,  was  circulating  in  Mrs.  Horlon's  bar-room ; 
but  one  that  contained  all  their  essentials  was.  It  is  one  of  the 
onrions  effects  of  the  upward  tendency  of  truth  that  almost  every 
effort  to  conceal  it  altogether  &ilB ;  and  this  at  the  very  timo 
when  idle  and  heartless  gossip  is  filling  the  world  with  lies.  The 
tongue  does  a  thousand  times  more  ctU  than  the  sword ;  desuriya 
]ioro  happiness,  infiicts  mwe  incurable  wounds,  leaves  derpei 
Hlglf 


aikl  mote  indelible  Bears.   Truth  is  rarely  met  with  unalloyed  by 
&behood. 

"TbU  ol  Uiat  unmix'd,  no  iQortal  e'ei  shall  Gud" — 
Was  the  judgment  of  Pope  a  century  since ;  nor  baa  all  the 
boasted  progress  of  these  later  limes  induced  &  change.  It  is 
remarkablo  that  a  country  nhich  Bcems  honestly  devoted  to  im- 
provement of  every  sort,  that  has  a  feverish  desire  to  take  the 
lead  ut  the  wariare  against  all  sorts  and  species  of  falsehood, 
^vea  not  the  slightest  heed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  the 
channels  of  intelligence  pure,  as  well  as  open .'  Such  ia  the  hat ; 
and  it  is  a  melancholy  but  a  jnst  admission  to  acknowledge  that 
with  all  the  i&eans  of  publicity  preserved  by  America,  Utere  is 
no  coantry  in  which  it  is  more  difficult  to  get  unadulterated  truth 
impressed  on  the  common  mind.  The  same  wire  that  transmits 
a  tiue  acconnt  of  the  piioe  of  cotton  from  Halifax  to  New  Or- 
leans, carries  a  spark  that  imparts  one  that  is  £klae.  The  two 
arrive  together;  and  it  is  not  nntal  each  has  done  ite  work  that 
*ha  real  fact  is  ascorliuned. 

Notrnthstanding  these  undoubted  obstacles  to  the  circulatJon 
of  unalloyed  truth,  that  upwaj^l  tendency  to  which  we  have 
illnded  occa^onally  brings  out  clear  and  strong  rays  of  the  divine 
quality,  that  illumine  the  moral  darkness  on  which  they  shine, 
as  the  sun  touches  the  verge  of  the  thunder-cloud.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  an  occasional  report  is  heard,  coming  from  no  one 
knows  where ;  ori^nating  with,  no  one  knows  whom ;  circulating 
in  a  sort  of  ander-ourront  beneath  the  torrents  of  fah«hood,  thai: 
is  singularly,  if  it  be  not  absolutely  oorrcct. 

Of  this  oharaoter  was  the  strange  rumour  that  found  ite  way 
Into  Biherry  on  the  morning  of  Mary  Monson's  trial,  touching 
the  history  of  that  mysterious  young  woman's  past  life.  Wilmefor 
heard  it,  first,  with  a  pang  of  disappointment,  though  Anna  had 
□eeily  regdned  her  power  in  his  heart;  and  this  pang  waa  imme- 
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liately  succeed  by  unbonndod  Burprise.  He  told  tbe  tale  fat 
MillingtoQ ;  &nd  togeth<iT  tliej  endeavoared  to  trace  the  report 
to  gomething  like  its  source.  All  efibrts  of  this  nature  were  in 
vain,  Ooe  had  heard  the  atory  from  another;  but  no  one  conld 
say  whence  it  came  originally.  The  young  men  gave  the  pursuit 
op  aa  useless,  and  proceeded  together  towards  the  room  of  Timnis, 
where  they  knew  Dunacomb  was  to  be  found,  just  at  that  time. 

"  It  is  remarkable  that  a  story  of  this  nature  should  he  in  such 
general  circulatJOD,"  stud  John,  "  and  no  one  be  able  to  tell  who 
brought  it  to  Biberry.  PartB  of  it  seem  extravagant.  Do  tiey 
not  strike  you  so,  sir?" 

"  There  is  nothing  too  extravagant  for  some  women  to  do/' 
answered  Millington,  thonghtfoUy.  "  Now,  on  siieh  a  person  aa 
Sarah,  or  even  on  Anna  Updyke,  Home  calculationa  might  be 
made — cerbun  calculations,  I  might  say;  hut,  there  are  women, 
Jack,  on  whom  one  can  no  more  depend,  than  on  the  constancy 
of  the  winds." 

"  I  admire  your  — '  even  on  Anna  Updyke ! ' " 

"  Do  you  not  agree  with  me  ?"  returned  the  nnohserrant  Mil- 
lington. .  "  I  have  always  conudered  Sarah's  friend  aa  a  partdco. 
larly  reliable  and  safe  sort  of  person. 

"Even  on  Anna  Updyke! — and  a  particularly  reliable  and 
safe  wrt'  of  person  ! — You  have  thought  tliia,  Mike,  because  she 
is  Sarab'a  bosom  friend!" 

"  That  may  have  prejudiced  me  in  her  favour,  I  wUl  allow ; 
for  I  like  most  things  that  Sarah  likes." 

John  looked  at  his  fnend  and  future  brother-in-law  with  an 
amused  surprise ;  the  idea  of  liking  Anna  Updyke  on  any  account 
but  her  own,  striking  him  as  particularly  absurd.  Bnt  tbeywere 
won  at  Timms's  door,  and  the  conversation  dropped  as  a  matter 
af  course. 

No  one  who  hak  ever  travelled  much  in  the  interior  of  Am& 
iva,  can  easily  mistake  the  character  of  one  of  the  small  odifiM^ 
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Wiili  the  guble  to  the  street,  onuunented  with  what  ue  orro- 
E^eoiul;  termed  Venitian  bUnds,  pwnted  white,  and  with  an  air 
of  t»bacoi>-smoke  and  the  ehabbj^'genteel  about  it,  notwithstand- 
ing its  architectural  pretendons.  ThiB  is  a  lawyer's  office,  thai 
brought  edgewajs  to  the  street,  as  if  its  owner  felt  the  necessitj 
of  approaching  the  thoroughfare  of  the  world  a  little  less  directl; 
than  the  rest  of  mankind.  It  often  happens  that  these  buildings, 
email  as  tbey  usually  are,  contaiu  two,  or  even  three  rooms ;  and 
that  the  occupants,  if  single  men,  Bleep  in  them  as  well  as  trans- 
act their  buKuesa.  Such  was  the  case  with  Timms,  his  "office," 
as  the  Btnictore  was  termed,  containing  his  bed-room,  in  addition 
to  an  inner  and  an  outer  apartment  devoted  ta  the  purposes  of 
the  law.  DunBcomb  was  in  the  sanctum,  while  a  single  clerk  and 
three  or  four  clients,  countrymen  of  decent  exterior  and  very 
expecting  countenances,  occupied  the  outer  room.  John  and 
Millingtoa  went  into  the  presence  with  little  or  no  hesitation. 

Wiljuetei  was  not  accustomed  to  much  circumloeutJon ;  and 
.he  at  once  communicated  the  substance  of  the  strange  rumour 
that  was  in  circulation,  touching  l^eir  interestJng  client  The 
uncle  listened  with  intense  attention,  taming  pale  as  the  nephew 
proceeded.  Instead  of  answenng  or  making  any  comment,  ho 
sank  upon  a  chair,  leaned  his  hands  on  a  table  and  his  head  on 
his  hands,  for  folly  a  minute.  All  were  struck  with  these  ^gns 
of  agitation;  but  no  one  dared  to  interfere.  At  length,  this 
awkward  pause  came  to  a  oloee,  and  Bunscomb  nused  his  head, 
the  hoe  still  pale  and  agitated.  His  eye  immediately  sought  that 
of  Millington. 

"Yon  had  heard  this  story,  Michael?"  demanded  the  oouu- 
eeSor. 

"  I  had,  ur.  John  and  I  went  together  to  try  to  trace  it  to 
tame  authority." 

"With  what  success?" 

"  None  whatever.     It  is  in  every  one's  mouth,  bat  no  one  oan 
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Bay  whence  U  caine.    Most  rumoucs  have  &  clue^  but  (bis  Beocu 
to  ItaTe  none." 

"  Do  you  trace  the  connecdon  which  has  struck  —  which  hat 
oppretted  mo  ?" 

"  I  do,  sir,  and  was  so  strock  the  moment  I  heard  the  nunoor ; 
for  the  fiictfl  are  in  wngolnr  conformity  with  what  you  communi- 
eated  to  me  Bome  months  since." 

"  They  are,  indeed,  and  create  a  strong  probability  that  there    - 
is  more  truth  in  tbis  nunour  than  is  commonly  to  be  found  ia 
each  reporta.     What  has  become  of  TimmaT" 

"  On  the  ground,  'Squire/'  auswered  that  worthy  from  the 
outer  room  —  "just  despatching  my  clerk"  —  this  word  he  pro- 
nounced 'clurk'  instead  of  'clark,'  by  way  of  showing  he  knew 
how  to  spell — "  with  a  message  to  one  of  my  men.  He  will  find 
him,  and  be  with  as  in  a  minute." 

In  the  mean  lime,  Timms  had  a  word  to  say  to  each  client  in 
Bnoceaaion ;  getting  rid  of  them  all  by  merely  telling  each  man, 
in  hia  tarn,  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  doubt  that  he  would  got 
the  better  of  bis  opponent  in  the  trial  that  was  so  near  at  hand. 
It  may  be  said  here,  as  a  proof  how  much  a  legal  prophet  may 
be  mistaken,  Timms  was  Bubsequently  beaten  in  each  of  thest 
thrue  suits,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  as  many  anxious  hus- 
bandmen, each  of  whom  fondly  coasted  on  success,  from  the  oily 
promises  he  had  received. 

In  a  very  few  minutes  the  agent  expected  by  Timms  appeared 
in  the  ofiBoe.  He  was  plain-looking,  racier  rough  and  honest  in 
appearance,  witb  a  moat  wily,  viilanons  leer  of  the  eye.  His 
employer  introduced  him  as  Mr.  Johnson. 

"  Well,  Johnson,  what  news  ?"  commenced  Timms.  "  These 
&re  irienda  to  Mary  Monson,  and  yon  can  speak  out,  always 
jToiding  partic'lar  partJo'lars."  - 

JohLson  leered,  helped  himself  to  a  chew  of  tobacco  with 
great  deliberation,  a  trick  he  bad  when  be  needed  a  momeiit  of 
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thongbl  before  he  made  hu  revelations ;  bowed  respoclfiilly  to 
the  great  York  kvyer;  took  a  good  look  at  each  of  the  young 
mco,  as  if  to  measure  their  means  of  doing  good  or  harm  ^  and 
then  condescended  to  reply. 

"  Not  very  good,"  waa  the  answer.  "  That  foreign  instrument, 
which  they  say  is  jost  such  an  one  as  David  used  when  be  played 
Wfore  Sanl,  has  done  a  good  deal  of  harm.  It  won't  do,  'Squire 
Timma,  to  fiddle  off  an  indictment  for  murder  1  Mankind  gets 
engaged  in  each  causes;  and  if  they  desire  music  on  the  trial, 
it's  the  music  of  law  and  evidcnoe  that  they  want." 

"  Have  you  heard  any  reports  concerning  Mary  Monson's  past 
life? — if  BO,  can  yon  tell  where  they  come  from?" 

Johnson  knew  perfectly  well  whence  a  portion  of  the  rumoars 
came ;  those  which  told  in  ^your  of  the  accused ;  hut  theae  he 
easily  comprehended  were  not  the  reports  to  which  Timms 
alluded. 

"  Biberry  is  full  of  all  sorts  of  mmonrs,"  returned  Johnson, 
eantionsly,  "  as  It  commonly  is  in  court-time.  Parties  like  to 
make  the  moat  of  thdr  causes." 

"  You  know  my  meaning — we  have  no  lime  to  lose;  answer 
at  once." 

"  I  suppose  I  do  know  what  yon  mean,  'Sqmre  Timms ;  and 
I  have  heard  the  report.  In  my  judgment,  the  person  who  set 
it  afloat  is  no  friend  of  Mary  Monson's." 

"  Yon  think,  then,  it  will  do  her  damage  V' 

"  To  the  exlent  of  her  neck.  Eve,  before  she  tauohed  the 
Mpple,  could  not  have  been  acquitted  in  the  face  of  such  a  ru- 
monr.    I  look  npon  your  client  as  a  lost  woman, 'Squire  Timms.' 

'<  Does  that  seem  to  be  the  common  sentiment — that  is,  so  far 
IB  yon  can  judge?" 

"Among  the  jurors  it  does." 

"  The  jurors  1"  exolumed  Donscomb— "  what  can  yoTi  poedUy 
know  of  the  opinions  of  the  jorors,  Mr,  Johnson  V 
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A  oold  amile  paeeed  over  the  man's  taoe,  and  he  looked  steadily 
>t  Tiicma,  as  if  to  catch  a  clae  that  might  conduct  him  safely 
through  the  difficulties  of  hia  cose.  A  frown  that  was  plain 
enough  to  the  agent,  though  admirably  concealed  from  all  othen 
in  the  room,  told  him  to  be  csutious. 

"  I  only  know  what  I  see  and  hear.  Jnrore  are  men,  and  otha 
men  can  aometimos  get  an  insight  into  their  feelings,  withont 
running  oonnter  to  law.  I  heard  the  romour  related  myself,  in 
the  presence  of  seven  of  the  panel.  It  'b  troe,.  nothing  was  aud 
of  the  murder,  or  the  arson;  bat  such  a  history  of  the  previous 
life  of  the  accused  was  ^veu  as  Lady  Washington  couldn't  tavu 
itood  np  ag'in,  had  she  been  livin',  and  on  trial  for  her  liiv." 

"Was  anything  ^d  of  insanity?"  asked  Dunscomb. 

"  Ah,  that  plea  wilL  do  no  good,  now-a-<lays ;  it 's  worn  o^iL 
They  'd  hang  a  murderer  from  Bedlam.  Insanity  has  been  over- 
done, and  can't  be  depended  on  any  longer." 

"  Was  anything  said  on  the  subject  ?"  repeated  the  counsellor. 

"Why,  to  own  the  truth,  there  was;  but,  as  that  told  far 
Mary  Monson,  and  not  ag'in  her,  it  was  not  pressed." 

"  Yon  think,  then,  that  the  story  has  been  drculatod  by  per- 
sons in  favour  of  the  prosecution  ?" 

"  I  know  it.  One  of  the  other  side  said  to  me,  not  ten  mi* 
nutcB  ago — 'Johnson,'  said  he — 'we  are  old  friends' — he  always 
speaks  to  me  in  that  familiar  way — '  Johnson,'  stud  he,  '  you'  d  a 
done  better  to  have  ^'n  np.  What  'a  five  thousand  dollars  to  the 
ikes  of  her  ?  and  them  yon  know  is  the  figures-" 

"  This  is  a  pretty  exhibition  of  the  manner  of  administering 
jasticcl"  exclaimed  the  indignant  Ihioscomb.  "Long  as  I  have 
been  at  the  bar,  I  hod  no  conception  that  such  practices  prevailed. 
At  all  events,  this  illegality  will  ^rc  a  fair  occasion  to  demand  a 
new  trial." 

"Ay,  the  sharpest  lawyer  that  ever  crossed  Harlem  bridge 
can  I'arn  somathing  in  old  Duke'^"  sud  Johnaon,  nodding 
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'•'Squire  Timms  will  stAnd  to  that.  Ah  for  new  trials,  I  cml; 
wonder  the  lawyers  don't  get  one  eaoli  lime  they  are  beaten ;  foi 
the  law  would  bear  them  out" 

"I  should  like  to  know  how,  Master  Johnson,"  put  in  Timms. 
'  That  would  be  a  secret  worth  knowing." 
"A  five-dollar  note  will  buy  it." 
"  There  'a  one  of  ten — ^now,  tell  me  your  secret" 
"  WeU,  'Squire,  you  be  a  gentleman,  whatever  folks  may  say 
and  think  of  you.    I  'd  rather  do  business  with  you,  by  one-half, 
dian  do  business  with  Williams ;  notwithstanding  he  has  such  a 
name,  up  and  down  the  country.    Stick  to  it,  and  you  '11  get  the 
nomination  to  the  Sinat' ;  and  the  nomination  secured,  yon  're 
sure  of  the  seat     Nomination  is  the  government  of  Ameriky ; 
and  that's  secured  by  a  wonderful  few  I" 

"  I  believe  you  are  more  than  half  right,  Johnson"  —  Here 
Xhrnscomb,  his  nephew,  and  MilUngton  left  the  office,  quite  un- 
noticed by  the  two  worthies,  who  had  entered  on  a  subject  as 
engroasing  as  that  of  Timma's  elevation  to  the  Senate.  And,  by 
the  way,  as  this  book  is  very  likely  te  be  introduoed  to  the  world, 
it  may  be  weil  enough  to  explain  that  we  have  two  sorts  ot 
"Senates"  in  this  counti;;  wheels  within  wheels.  There  is  Uie 
Senate  of  each  State,  without  an  exception  now,  we  believe ;  and 
there  is  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  the  last  being,  in  every 
sense,  much  the  most  digolfied  and  important  body.  It  being 
unfortunately  true,  that  "  nominations"  are  the  real  people  of 
America,  unless  in  coses  which  arouse  the  nation,  the  State  Se- 
nates very  ofl»n  contain  members  altogether  onsuitod  to  their 
trusts ;  men  who  have  obtuned  their  seats  by  party  legerdemain ; 
and  who  had  much  better,  on  their  own  account,  as  well  as  on 
that  a£  the  public,  be  at  home  attending  to  their  own  private 
tt&irs.  This  much  may  be  freely  sud  by  any  citizen,  of  a  State 
Senate,  a  collection  of  political  partisans  that  commands  no  par^ 
ticnlar  respect;  but,  it  is  very  different  with  that  of  tie  TJniWd 
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Btates;  and  we  ahall  confine  ourselves  to  saying,  in  r<.  fcronixi  b 
that  body,  which  it  is  the  fashioa  of  the  times  to  leverenoc  at 
the  most  illustrious  polidcal  body  on  earth,  that  it  is  not  quite  as 
obikozious  to  this  judgment  as  the  best  of  its  usterhood  oi  the 
Heveral  Stales;  though  very  iar  from  being  immaculate,  or  wh»t 
witli  a  little  more  honesty  in  political  leaders,  it  might  be. 

"  I  believe  yon  are  half  nght,  Johnson,"  answered  Timms  — 
"Nomination  U  the  government  in  this  country;  liberty,  people, 
and  all !  Let  a  man  get  a  nomination  on  the  right  ude,  and 
he  'b  as  good  as  elected.  But,  now  for  this  mode  of  getting  new 
trials,  Johnson  f" 

"  Why,  'Sqmra,  I  'm  amazed  a  man  of  your  experience  should 
ask  the  question  I  The  law  is  sharp  enough  in  keeping  jurors, 
and  constables,  and  door-keepers  in  their  places;  but  the  jurors, 
and  coaetables,  and  door-keepers,  don't  like  to  be  kept  in  their 
places;  and  there  isn't  one  cause  in  ten,  if  they  be  of  any  length, 
in  which  the  jurors  don't  stray,  or  the  constables  don't  get  into 
the  jury-rooms.  Yon  can't  pound  free-bom  Americans  like 
cattle  \" 

"I  understand  you,  Johnson,  and  will  take-th(j%int  Z  knew 
there  was  a  screw  loose  in  this  part  of  our  jurisprudence,  but  did 
not  think  it  as  important  as  Z  now  see  it  is.  The  fact  is,  John- 
son, we  have  been  telling  the  people  so  long  that  they  are  per* 
feet,  and  every  man  that  he,  in  his  own  person,  is  one  of  these 
people,  that  onr  citdzens  don't  like  to  submit  to  restrainta  that 
are  .disagreeable.'  Still,  we  aie  a  law-abiding  people,  as  oveiy 
-  one  says." 

"That  may  be  ho,  'Squire;  but  we  are  not  jury-room -abiding, 
Dor  be  the  constables  outside-of-the-door-abiding,  take  my  word 
for  it  As  you  say,  sir,  every  man  is  beginning  to  think  he  is  a 
part  of  the  people,  and  a  great  part,  too ;  and  he  soon  gets  the 
notion  that  he  can  do  as  he  has  a  mind  to  do." 

"Whore  is  Mr.  Danscomb?" 
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"  He  stepp'd  out  witli  tlie  young  geatleme.1,  a  kw  moniout^ 
riaee.  I  dare  Bay,  'Squire  Timma,  he 's  gone  to  engage  men  to 
talk  down  tliU  rumour  about  Mary  Monaon.  That  job  ahonld 
bave  been  mine,  by  rigbtsl" 

"  Not  hp,  Johnaon — not  he.  Your  grand  lawj-ers  don't  meddle 
with  auch  matters;  or,  when  they  do,  they  pretend  not  to.  No, 
ho  has  gone  to  the  gaol,  and  I  most  follow  him." 

At  the  gaol  was  Donsoomb,  sure  enough.  Mary  Monson, 
Anna  and  Sarah,  with  Marie  Moulin,  all  dressed  for  the  court; 
the  former  with  beantjfol  amplicity,  bat  still  more  beautiful 
cate;  the  three  last  plainly,  but  in  at&e  well  suited  to  their  re- 
spective stationB  in  life.  There  was  a  common  air  of  concern  and 
anxiety ;  tboagh  Mary  Monson  still  maintained  her  self-oommand. 
Indeed,  the  quiet  of  her  manner  was  truly  wonderfal,  for  the 
circumstances. 

"  Proyidence  has  placed  me  in  a  most  trying  situation,"  she 
said  J  "  but  I  see  my  course.  Were  I  to  shrink  from  this  trial, 
evade  it  in  any  manner,  a  blot  would  rest  on  my  name  as  long  as 
I  am  remembered.  It  is  indispensable  that  I  should  be  acqviiied. 
This,  by  Ood's  blessing  on  the  innocent,  must  come  to  pass,  and 
I  may  go  forth  and  &oe  my  friends  with  a  quiet  mind." 

"These  friends  ought  to  be  known,"  answered  Sunscomb, 
"  and  should  be  hero  to  countenance  you  with  their  preaence." 

"They!  —  He! — Never — while  I  live,  never!" 

"  You  see  this  young  man,  Mary  Monson  —  I  believe  he  is 
known  to  you,  by  name?" 

Mary  Monson  torned  her  face  towards  Millington,  amiled 
loldly,  and  seemed  undisturbed. 

"What  is  he  to  me? — Here  is  the  woman  of  his  heart;— let 
tiim  turn  to  her,  with  all  his  care." 

"  You  understand  me,  Mary  Mcmson  —  it  is  important  that  I 
■ibonld  be  assured  of  that." 
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"Perhaps  I  io,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  and  perhapa  I  do  lut.  Ton 
are  enigmatical  this  morning  j  I  cannot  be  certain." 

« In  one  short  half-hoar  the  bell  of  yonder  court-bouse  will 
ring,  when  yon  are  to  be  tried  for  your  lii^." 

The  cheek  of  the  aconsed  blanched  a  little;  but  ita  colour 
B3on  returned,  while  her  eye  assumed  a  look  even  prouder  than 


"Let  it  come" — was  her  quiet  answer — "the  innocent  need 
not  tremble.  These  two  pure  beings  have  promised  to  accompany 
me  U>  the  place  of  trial,  and  to  give  me  their  countenance.  Why, 
then,  should  I  he»tat«7" 

"I  shall  go,  too"  —  stud  Millingtotij  steadily,  like  one  whose 
mind  was  made  up. 

"  You !  —  Well,  for  the  sake  of  this  dear  one,  you  may  go, 

"For  no  other  reason,  Mary?" 

"  Tor  no  other  reason,  sh:.  I  am  aware  of  the  interest  you 
and  Mr.  Wilmetcr  have  taken  in  my  case ;  and  I  thank  yoo  both 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.     Ah !  kindness  was  never  lost  on 

A  flood  of  tears,  for  the  first  tame  wnoe  her  imprisonment,  so 
fer  as  any  one  knew,  burst  from  this  extraordinary  being;  and, 
for  a  few  minutes,  she  became  woman  in  the  fullest  meaning  of 
the  term. 

During  this  interval  Ihinscomb  retired,  perceiving  that  it  was 
useless  to  nrge  anything  on  his  client  while  weeping  almost  oon- 
vuMvely;  and  aware  that  he  bad  several  things  to  do  before  the 
court  met  Besides,  he  left  the  place  quite  satisfied  on  an  all- 
Important  point;  and  he  and  Millington  walked  by  themselves 
towards  the  coort^honse,  their  heads  close  together,  tad  their 
vtrioee  reduced  nearly  to  whispers. 
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'  1  Utuih,  ind  ira  confounded  to  app;ttr 

Before  thy  preBcnce,  Cato," 
"What'i  thy  crime?" 
"  I  am  a  NuinidiaD." 

Cato. 

W^iiHlN  the  half  hour  meationed  hj  Daaaooinh  the  cooithuusc 
bell  rang,  and  there  waa  a  msh  towards  that  biulding,  in  order  to 
secure  seats  for  the  approaching  trial.  All  that  has  been  related 
in  the  preceding  chapter  occurred  between  the  hours  of  six  and 
nine  that  morning,  it  being  one  of  the  "  wajs  of  the  hour"  in  the 
mareh  of  improvement,  to  drive  the  admiuiatration  of  justice  with 
^  as  near  an  approach  to  r^lroad  speed  as  ia  piactjcable.  Many 
of  the  modern  judges  go  to  work  as  early  as  eight  in  the  morning 
— perhaps  most  do  in  the  country  drcuits — and  continue  to  call 
causes  until  nine  and  ten  at  night,  illustrating  the  justice  of  the 
land  by  means  of  agents  who  are  half  asleep,  and  stupid  from 
&tjgae. 

We  have  said  that,  everything  like  dignity,  except  as  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  high  character  of  its  duties,  and  the  mann^  in 
which  they  are  performed,  has  been  banished  from  the  courts  of 
New  York.  Even  on  this  solemn  occasion,  when  a  human  being 
was  to  be  put  on  trial  for  her  life,  and  she  a  woman,  there  wan 
DO  departure  from  the  naked  simplidty  that  has  been  set  up  on 
the  pedestal  of  reason,  in  open  opposition  to  the  ancient  accessi> 
nes  by  which  the  Law  asserted  its  power.  It  rcmiuns  to  be  seen 
whether  hiunnn  nature  has  not  been  as  much  over-estimated 
873 


under  Ihe  new  arrangement  as  it  me  underrated  tj  the  old 
Thfire  is  a  medium,  in  truth,  that  it  is  ever  safe  to  respect;  and 
there  ia  reuson  to  apprehend  that  in  throwing  awa^  the  uieleES 
vestments  of  idle  parade,  those  necessary  to  decency  were  caeJ 
Bade  with  them. 

Quite  a  fourth  of  the  audience  assembled  in  Ihihe's  county 
court-house,  on  ihis  occadon,  were  females.  The  curiosity,  whicL 
13  said  to  be  80  natural  to  the  sex,  was,  on  this  oocadon,  quick- 
ened by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  woman  having, 
been  murdered,  and  a  woman  accused  of  having  committed  the 
oScnce.  It  was  s^d,  however,  that  many  were  summoned  as 
witnesses,  it  being  generally  understood  that  the  state  had  sub 
pccnaed  the  country  hx  and  near. 

At  length,  a  general  and  expecting  sOence  succeeded  the  busllc 
of  the  crowds  entering  and  obtaining  seats,  and  the  eyes  of  the 
spectators  were  very  generally  turned  towards  the  door,  in  the 
wish  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  principal  personage  in  the  approach- 
ing scene.  We  know  not  why  it  is  that  the  spectacle  of  others' 
woes  has  so  great  a  charm  for  most  persons.  Nature  has  given 
us  sympathy,  and  oompassion,  and  a  desire  to  alleviate  misery ; 
yet  most  of  us  like  to  look  upon  it,  as  a  mere  spectacle,  when  wt 
have  neither  the  vrish  nor  the  power  to  be  more  than  uselesc 
spectators.  Thousands  will  assemble  to  see  a  man  hanged,  wheii 
all  know  that  the  law  has  a  grasp  too  tight  to  be  unloosed,  and 
that  the  drcle  of  the  gallows  is  no  place  for  feelings  of  commisc' 
ration.  But,  so  it  is ;  and  many  a  female,  that  day,  who  would 
have  gladly  alleviated  any  distress  that  it  was  in  her  power  Ui 
lessen,  nat  there,  a  cnriouB  and  interested  observer  of  all  thiit 
passed;  to  note  the  workings  of  the  countenance,  the  writhing^ 
of  the  inner  soul,  if  any  such  there  should  be,  or  the  gleams  ol 
hope,  that  might,  at  intervals,  lighten  the  gloom  of  despair. 

The  court  was  occupied  for  half  an  hour  with  heanng  motions, 
ukd  in  granting  orders,  nothing  seeming  to  impede  its  ntililwiait 


prograsa.  Tliea  the  movement  wttbin  the  bar  ceased,  and  an 
expectation  that  was  even  eolema,  fell  on  the  whole  masa  of  hu- 
man beings  that  were  collected  in  that  narrow  apace. 

"  This  is  the  day  for  which  the  tdal  of  M^iy  Monson  was^  by 
tfrangement,  set  down,"  observed  the  judge.  "Mr.  District 
Attorney,  aie  yon  ready?" 

"  We  ive,  sir — entirely  so,  I  believe.  If  the  coort  please,  Mr. 
WiLiams  and  Mr.  Wright  will  be  assooiated  with  me  in  thin 
case.  It  is  one  of  importance,  and  I  do  not  like  the  reeponsi- 
iiAity  of  tiying  it  alone." 

"The  conit  has  so  nnderstood  it — who  is  for  the  accused?" 

"  I  am  retained  to  defend  Mary  Monson,"  answered  Bnn- 
Ecomb,  rising  with  dignity,  and  speaking  with  the  self-possession 
of  one  long  accustomed  to  the  courts.  "  Mr.  Timms  will  assis' 
mo." 

"Are  you  ready,  gentlemen?" 

"  I  believe  we  are,  your  honour ;  though  the  prisoner  has  not 
yet  been  airaigned.' 

"  Mr.  Dialxiot  Attorney,  we  will  proceed." 

As  the  sheriff  now  leA  the  room,  in  person,  rather  an  unnsoa. 
thing  in  bringing  a  prisoner  into  court,  expectation  was  at  ita  height 
[n  the  midst  c£  a  breathing  silence,  the  door  swung  round -~ 
court-room  doors  are  now  made  to  swing  like  turnpikes,  in  order 
to  prevent  noise — and  Mr.  Oott  entered,  followed  by  Mary 
Monson,  Anna,  Sarah,  Marie  Moulin,  and  the  two  young  men. 
The  kind-hearted  wife  of  the  sheriff  was  already  in  the  room, 
■nd,  by  means  of  a  constable,  had  managed  to  keep  seats  reserved 
for  those  who  might  attend  the  prisoner.  To  these  scats  the 
party  now  retired,  with  the  exception  of  Marie  Monlin,  who  at- 
tended her  mistress  within  the  bar. 

Every  observer  was  struck  with  the  unexpected  air,  manner, 
ind  attjre  of  the  prisoner.  Dunscomb  saw,  at  a  glance,  t^t  her 
ippraranoe  had  made  a  mi^  &vourable  impression.     This  was 
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■ometlung,  and  he  hoped  it  might  couateract  much  of  ihe  ma- 
DaeuTring  of  Davis  and  Williams.  The  judge,  in  particular,  a 
kind-hearted  and  ver^  well  meaning  man,  was  taken  ^Itogethei 
by  smrprise.  There  is  nothing  in  which  there  is  more  &eema- 
eonry  than  in  the  secret  Bymptoma  of  social  castes.  Each  indi- 
vidual is  more  or  less  of  a  judge  of  these  matters,  up  to  the  level 
of  his  own  asaooiations,  while  all  beyond  is  mystery.  It  hajK 
pcned  that  the  judge,  now  about  to  try  Mary  Monaon,  belonged 
to  an  old,  historical.  New  York  family,  a  tiling  of  rather  rare 
occnrrence  in  the  great  movemente  of  Hie  times,  and  he  possessed 
an  hereditary  tact  in  discerning  persons  of  bis  own  habits  of  life. 
Almost  at  a  glance,  he  perceived  that  tie  prisoner  had  the  4ir, 
manners,  countenance  and  finesse,  of  one  accustomed,  from  in- 
fancy, to  good  company.  The  reader  may  smile  at  this,  but  he 
must  pardon  ns  if  we  say  the  smile  will  betray  ignorance,  rather 
than  denote  the  philosophy  that  he  may  &ncj  controls  his  opi- 
Dions.  DuDBcomb  was  much  gratified  when  the  judge  rather 
earnestly  interposed  against  the  act  of  the  sheriff,  who  was  about 
to  place  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  little  barricadeo  space  al- 
lotted to  the  use  of  ordinary  oriminals,  directing  him  to — 

"  Give  the  prisoner  a  chair  wiiAin  the  bar,  Mr.  Sheriff.  Gen- 
tlemen, be  BO  good  as  to  maike  room,  that  the  accused  may  sit 
near  her  counsel.  Mr.  Attorney,  let  the  prisoner  be  arraigned, 
as  soon  as  she  has  rested  from  the  fatigue  and  agitetion  of  ap- 
pearing here." 

This  ceremony,  now  little  more  than  a  blank  form,  waa  soon 
ended,  and  the  plea  of  "not  guilty"  was  entered.  The  next 
step  was  to  empannel  the  jury,  a  task  of  inSnIte  difficulty,  and 
one  that  has  got  to  be  so  much  an  out-work,  in  the  proceedings 
in  criminal  cases,  as  almost  to  baffle  the  powers  of  the  law.  It 
IB  no  unusual  thing  for  the  time  of  the  court  to  be  occupied  a 
ireek  or  two,  in  Hob  preliminary  proceeding,  until  the  evil  hai 
got  to  be  so  crying  as  to  induce  the  executive  to  reoommend  tha' 


the  le^Blotuie  may  devise  some  mode  of  relief.  One  of  tlie 
moat  besetdtig  vioes  of  all  Amerioan  legislatjon,  in  thoae  coses  in 
which  abuses  are  not  the  offiipring  of  party,  is  a  false  phika- 
thropy,  in  which  the  wicked  and  evil  doer  has  been  protected  at 
the  expense  of  the  upright  and  obedient.  The  abuse  just  men- 
tioned is  one  of  those  in  which  the  bottom  has  been  reached  some- 
what sooner  than  common ;  but,  it  is  hazarding  little  to  predict, 
that  more  than  half  which  has  been  done  within  the  last  few 
years,  under  the  guise  of  liberty  and  philanthropy,  will  hare  to 
be  undone,  ere  the  citizen  will  be  lefl  to  the  qiuet  enjoyment  of 
his  rights,  or  can  receive  the  just  protection  of  the  laws. 

One  of  the  common-sense  and  real  improvements'  of  the  day, 
is  to  swear  the  jurors,  in  all  the  causes  that  are  to  be  tried,  by 
one  process.  This  is  a  saving  of  time;  and  though  the  cere- 
mony might  be,  and  oaght  to  be  made,  much  more  solemn  and 
impressive  than  it  is,  as  by  causing  all  other  business  to  cease, 
and  to  make  every  one  present  rise,  and  stand  in  revereutial  si- 
lence, while  the  name  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  is  invoked, 
still  it  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  ancient  mode,  and  has  rea* 
son  to  sustain  it.  It  ^ves  us  pleasure  to  note  such  circnm- 
stances  in  the  "  ways  of  the  hour,"  whenever  a  sense  of  right 
can  induce  one  who  loathes  the  fiattery  of  the  people  quite  as 
much  as  he  loathes  that  of  princes,  and  flattery  of  all  sorts,  to  say 
aught  in  &vour  of  what  has  been  done,  or  is  yet  doing  around  him. 

The  clerk  called  the  name  of  Jonas  Wattles,  the  first  joroi 
drawn.  This  man  was  a  respectable  mechanic,  of  no  great  force 
in  the  way  of  mind,  but  meaning  well,  and  reputed  honest 
Tiiums  gave  the  senior  counsel  a  look,  which  the  other  unde^ 
Btiod  to  mean,  "  he  may  do."  No  objection  being  made  on  ac- 
eonnt  of  the  stato,  Jonas  Wattles  took  his  seat  in  the  jury-box- 
irhich  was  thought  great  good  luck  for  a  capital  case. 

"Ira  Tmeman,"  cried  the  clerk. 

A  meaning  pause  succeeded  the  announcement  of  this  name 
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Traeman  was  &  penon  of  considerable  local  influence,  and  would 
probably  carry  great  weight  in  a  body  composed  principally  of 
men  even  leea  instructed  than  he  was  himself.  What  was  more, 
both  Timmg  and  Williams  knew  that  their  respective  agents  had 
been  hard  at  work  to  gain  his  ear,  thongh  neither  knew  exactly 
with  what  degree  of  snccess.  It  was  consequently  equally  ha- 
zardous to  accept  or  to  oppose,  and  the  two  legal  gladiators  stood 
at  bay,  each  waiting  for  the  other  to  betray  his  opinion  of  the 
man.  The  judge  soon  became  wearied,  and  inquired  if  the  jnror 
was  accepted.  It  was  a  somewhat  amu^ng  sight,  now,  to  observe 
the  manner  in  which  Timms  proceeded  with  Williams,  and  Wil- 
liams met  Timms. 

"  I  should  like  to  hear  the  gentleman's  objections  to  this  juror," 
observed  [Hmmg,  "  as  I  do  not  see  that  his  challenge  is  peremp- 
tory." 

"  I  have  not  challenged  the  juror  at  all,"  answered  WiUiamsj 
"  but  have  understood  the  challenge  comes  from  the  defence." 

"  This  is  eztr'or'uary  t  The  gentleman  looks  defiance  at  the 
jurors,  and  now  declares  he  does  not  challenge!" 

"Looks I  If  looks  made  a  challenge,  the  state  might  at  once 
suffer  these  foul  murders  to  go  unpunished,  for  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman's  countenance  is  a  perfect  thundercloud — " 

"I  trust  that  connsel  will  recollect  the  gravity  of  this  cause, 
and  snfFer  it  to  be  conducted  with  the  decorum  that  ought  never 
to  be  wanting  in  a  court  of  justice,"  interposed  the  judge. 
'<  Unless  there  is  a  direct  challenge,  from  one  side  or  the  other, 
the  juror  must  take  his  seat,  of  course." 

"I  should  like  to  ask  the  juror  a  question  or  two,"  Timms 
replied,  speaking  very  cautiously,  and  like  one  who  waa  afrdd  of 
hurting  the  feelings  of  the  party  under  examination ;  and  in 
iruth  wary,  lest  on  investigation  he  might  discover  that  Trueman 
fras  likely  to  be  the  sort  of  person  he  wanted.  "  Ton  have  boea 
It  Bibeny,  juror,  since  the  opening  of  the  court  t" 


Trueman  nodded  his  bead. 

"  Of  oonrse,  jon  have  been  round  among  youi  &iendg  sod 

bcighbonrs,  that  yon  have  met  with  here?" 

Another  nod  from  Trueman,  with  a  sort  of  aflrmalive  grant. 

"  You  have  probably  heard  more  or  less  said  concerning  Maij 
Monson — I  mean  in  a  legal  and  proper  way?" 

A  third  nod  of  assent. 

"  Can  yon  speak  anything,  in  particular,  that  hafl  been  said  in 
yoor  presence?" 

Tmeman  seemed  to  tax  his  memory;  then  he  raised  his  head, 
rad  answered  deliberately  and  with  great  clearness, 

"  I  waa  going  from  the  tavern  to  the  court-house,  when  I  met 
David  Johnson — 

"Never  mind  those  particulars,  Mr.  Trueman,"  interrupted 
rimms,  who  saw  that  the  jnror  had  been  tallcing  with  one  of  his 
own  most  confidential  agents  —  "  what  the  court  wishes  to  know 
is,  if  any  one  has  been  reporting  drcnmstances  unfavonrabh  to 
Maij  Monson  in  your  presence?" 

"  Or  in  herfavoar,"  put  in  'Williams,  with  a  sneer. 

"  Juror,"  interposed  the  judge — "  tell  us  if  any  one  has  spoken 
to  you  on  the  merits  of  this  case — for  or  aganst  ?" 

"Merits"  —  repeated  Tnieman,  seeming  to  reflect  again  — 
'^  No,  your  bonour;  I  can't  say  that  there  has." 

Now,  this  was  as  bold  a  &lseliood  as  waa  ever  nttered ;  but 
Trueman  reconciled  the  answer  to  his  oonsdenoe  by  ohoowng  to 
consder  that  the  conversation  he  had  heard  had  been  on  the 
demerits  of  the  accused. 

"  I  do  not  see,  gentlemen,  that  you  can  challenge  for  canse," 
ibserved  his  Honour — "unless  you  have  further  facte." 

"  Perhaps  we  have,  mt,"  answered  WiUiams.  "  Ton  weru 
paying,  Mr.  Trneman,  that  you  met  David  Johnson  as  yon  were 
^ng  from  tbe  inn  to  the  oonrt-honse  —  Did  I  nndetstand  yoD 
30iTait]y  ?'  ,-,  , 
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"  Just  80,  '9qnire.  I  had  been  having  a  long  talk  ffith  Pctei 
Titos"— one  of  Williams's  most  active  and  confidential  agents — 
"when  Johnson  come  up.  Johnson  Bays,  says  he,  'a  pleasant 
day,  gentlemen — I'm  glad  to  see  yon  both  out;  for  the  faces  of 
old  Mends  is  getting  scarce         " 

"I  see  no  objection  to  the  jnror's  being  received,"  WiUiauu 
carelessly  remarked ;  satisfied  that  Titos  had  not  neglected  lui 
duty  in  that  long  talk. 

"  Yes,  he  is  as  good  a  jnror  as  Duke's  can  furnish,"  observed 
Timms,  perfectly  sure  Johnson  had  turned  to  account  the  advan- 
tage of  having  the  last  word,  Trueman  was  accordingly  admitted 
to  the  box,  as  the  second  man  of  the  twelve.  The  two  managers 
of  this  cause  were  both  right.  Titus  Aad  crammed  his  old  ac- 
quaintance Tmeman  with  all  that  was  circulatdng  to  the  prejudice 
of  Ae  prisoner;  ezpressing  snrprise  when  he  had  stud  all  he  bad 
to  say,  at  hearing  that  hia  friend  was  on  the  pannel.  "  Well," 
Biud  Titus,  as  Johnson  approached,  "if  questioned,  you'll  re- 
member I  said  I  didn't  dream  of  year  being  a  juryman  — bat, 
just  as  hke  as  not,  you'll  not  be  drawn  for  the  case  at  all."  On 
the  other  hand,  Johnson  was  quite  eloquent  and  pathetic  in 
giving  his  old  acquaintance  the  history  of  Mary  Monson's  case, 
whom  he  pronounced  "a  moat  injured  and  parsecuted  woman." 
Trueman,  a  shrewd,  mana^ng  fellow  in  general,  &ncied  himself 
just  as  impartial  and  fit  to  try  the  cause,  ailer  he  had  heard  the 
stpries  of  the  two  men,  as  he  had  ever  been ;  but  in  this  he  was 
mistaken.  It  requires  an  unusually  clear  bead,  exceedingly  high 
principles,  and  a  great  knowledge  of  men,  to  maintain  perfect 
impartiality  In  these  cases;  and  cert^nly  Trueman  was  not  the 
man  to  boast  of  all  these  rare  qualities.  In  general,  the  last  word 
tells;  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  first  impressions  become 
difficult  to  eradicate.  Snch  was'the  fact  in  the  present  instance  ; 
Trueman  taking  his  seat  in  the  jury-box  with  an  exceedingly 
itrong  bias  against  the  accnsed. 
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We  are  aware  that  tiieee  are  not  the  colours  in  which  it  is  tha 
feshion  to  delineate  the  yenerable  and  much  vaunted  institnlion 
of  the  jury;  ccrtmnlj  a  most  efficient  agent  in  curt^ling  the 
power  of  a  prince;  but  juat  aa  certainly  a  most  irresponsiblo, 
vague,  and  quite  o^u  an  unprincipled  means  of  administering 
the  law,  when  men  are  not  urged  lo  the  desire  of  doing  right  by 
political  pressure  from  without,  and  are  left  to  the  perverse  and 
free  workings  of  a  very  evil  nature.  We  represent  things  as  we 
believe  them  to  exist,  knowing  that  scarce  a  case  of  magnitude 
occurs  in  which  the  ministers  of  corruption  are  not  at  work 
.among  the  jurors,  or  a  verdict  rendered  in  which  the  fingers  of 
the  Father  of  Lies  might  not  be  traced,  were  the  veil  removed, 
and  the  facts  exposed  to  the  light  of  day.  It  is  true,  that  in 
trials  for  life,  the  persecution  of  the  prisoner  rarely  takes  so  direct 
a  form  as  has  been  represented  in  the  case  of  Mary  Monson ;  bat 
the  press  and  the  tongue  do  an  incalculable  amount  of  evil,  even 
in  such  cases ;  all  the  ancient  safeguards  of  the  law  having  been 
cither  directly  removed  by  ill-considered  legislation,  or  rendered 
dead-letters  by  the  "  ways  of  the  hour." 

It  was  regarded  as  exceedingly  good  progress  to  get  two  jurors 
into  the  box,  in  a  capital  case,  in  the  first  balf-honr.  His  Honotir 
had  evidently  resigned  himself  to  a  twenty-four  hours'  job;  and 
great  was  his  satisfaction  when  he  saw  Wattles  and  Trueman  safely 
«eated  on  their  hard  and  nncomfortable  seats;  for  it  would  almost 
seem  that  discomfort  has  been  brought  into  the  court-houses  as  a 
sort  of  auxiliary  to  the  old  practice  of  starving  a  jury  into  a 
verdict 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  a  suspicion,  on  the  part  of  Timins, 
of  the  truth  in  regard  to  his  being  over-reached  in  the  case  of 
Trueman,  or  to  some  other  cause,  he  rdsed  no  objections  to  either 
of  the  six  jurors  next  called.  His  moderation  was  imitated  by 
Williams.  Then  followed  two  peremptory  challenges;  one  in 
behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and  one  in  behalf  of  the  people,  as  it  is 
15 
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termed.  Thia  was  getting  on  so  much  better  than  everybody 
expected,  that  all  vere  in  good  humour;  and  it  is  not  exceeding 
the  tratli  if  ire  add,  In  a  slight  degree  more  disposed  to  view  the 
prisoner  and  her  case  with  favour.  On  such  trifles  do  hunuui 
decisions  very  often  depend. 

All  this  time,  fiilly  an  hour,  did  Mary  Monson  sit  in  redgnod 
inbinission  to  her  fate,  composed,  attentive,  and  singularly  lady- 
like. The  spectators  were  gready  divided  in  their  private  speca- 
ladoDS  on  her  guilt  ot  innocence.  Soma  saw  in  her  quiet  manner 
ourions  interest  In  the  proceedings,  and  nnchan^ng  colour,  proofs 
not  only  of  a  hardened  consdence,  but  of  an  experience  in  scenes 
cdmUar  to  that  in  which  she  was  now  engaged ;  overlooking  all 
the  probabilities,  to  indulge  in  conjectures  so  severe  against  one 
so  young. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,"  cried  the  judge,  "  time  is  precious,  I^et 
us  proceed." 

The  ninth  juror  was  drawn,  and  it  proved  to  be  a  country 
trader  of  the  name  of  Hatfield.  This  person  was  known  to  he  a 
man  of  considerable  influence  among  persons  of  his  own  class, 
and  to  have  a  reputation  for  judgment,  if  not  for  principles. 
"  They  might  as  well  send  the  other  eleven  home,  and  lot  Hat- 
Geld  pronounce  the  verdict,"  whispered  one  lawyer  to  another; 
"  there  is  no  material  in  that  box  to  withstand  his  logic." 

"Then  he  will  hold  this  young  woman's  life  in  his  hand," 
was  the  reply. 

"  It  will  be  pretty  much  so.  The  glorious  InsUtution  of  th« 
jury  is  admirably  devised  to  bring  about  such  results." 

"  Yon  forget  the  judge.  He  has  the  last  word,  you  will  re 
aiomber." 

"  Thank  Grod  it  is  so ;  else  would  our  condition  be  terrible 
Lynch  law  is  preferable  to  laws  administered  by  jurors  who  fiin^ 
themselves  so  many  legislators." 

"  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  spirit  of  the  times  has  ii> 
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railed  the  jury-box;  and  the  oosrt  has  not  one-half  tte  aDsieiit 
influence.     I  should  not  like  to  have  this  Hatfield  against  me." 

It  would  seem  tlat  Williams  was  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  j 
for  he  mattered  to  himself,  desired  the  juror  not  to  enter  the 
bos,  and  seemed  to  be  pondering  on  the  course  be  ought  to  pur- 
sue. The  truth  was  that  he  himself  bad  recently  sued  Qatfield 
for  debt,  and  the  proceedings  had  been  a  little  vindictive.  Ono 
of  the  dangers  that  your  really  skilful  lawyer  has  to  guard  agdnat 
is  the  personal  anim<ffiity  that  is  engendered  by  his  own  profes- 
Honal  practice.  Many  men  have  nunds  so  constituted  diat  their 
opinions  are  affected  by  prejudices  thus  created ;  and  they  do  BOt 
scruple  to  transfer  their  hostility  Irom  the  counsel  to  the  cause 
he  is  employed  to  defend.  It  is  consequently  incumbent  on  the 
pmdcnt  lawyer  to  make  his  estimate  of  character  with  judgment, 
and  be  as  sure  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  that  his  client 
is  not  to  saSer  for  his  own  acts.  As  hostility  to  the  counsel  is 
not  a  legal  objection  to  a  juror,  Williams  was  under  the  necessity 
of  presenting  such  as  would  command  the  attention  of  the  court. 

"  I  wish  the  juror  may  be  sworn  true  answers  to  make' '  — 
said  Williams. 

Timms  now  pricked  up  his  ears ;  for,  if  it  were  of  importance 
£)r  WiUiams  to  oppose  the  reception  of  this  particular  individual, 
it  was  probably  of  importance  to  Mary  Monson  to  have  him  re- 
ceived. On  this  principle,  therefore,  he  was  ready  to  resist  the 
attack  on  the  juror,  who  was  at  once  sworn. 

"  Yon  reside  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Blackstone,  I  believe, 
Mr.  Hatfield  f"  asked  Williams. 

A  simple  assent  was  the  reply. 

"lu  practice  there,  in  one  of  the  learned  profesaonsf" 

Hatfield  was  cert^n  his  interrogator  knew  better,  for  Willianu 
fiad  been  in  his  store  fifty  times;  but  ha  answered  with  the  same 
ipuocent  manner  as  that  with  which  the  question  was  put. 

"I'm  in  trade." 
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"In  trade  I — Keep  &  store,  I  dare  My,  Mr.  Hatfield?" 

"I  do — and  one  in  wliich  I  Itave  Bold  you  hundreds  mjsclf.'* 

A  general  amile  encceeded  this  sally ;  and  Timms  looked  round 
tt  the  autUcnce,  with  his  nose  pointing  upwards,  as  if  he  scented 
his  game. 

"  I  dare  say — I  pay  as  I  go,"  returned  Williams ;  "  and  my 
memory  is  not  loaded  with  such  tranBactions " 

"  Mr.  Williams,"  interrupted  the  judge,  a  little  impadently, 
"the  time  of  the  court  is  Tery  precious." 

"So  is  the  dignity  of  the  outraged  laws  to  the  Slate,  your 
Honour.  We  shall  soon  be  through,  sir — Many  people  in  die 
habit  of  frequenting  your  store,  Mr.  Hatfield  ?" 

"  As  much  so  as  is  usual  in  the  conntry." 

*'Ten  or  fifteen  at  a  time,  on  some  occasions?" 

"I  dare  say  there  may  be." 

"  Has  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin  ever  been  discussed  by 
your  customers  in  your  presence?" 

"I  don't  know  but  it  has — such  a  thing  is  very  likely;  bnt 
one  hears  so  much,  I  can't  say." 

"  Did  yon  never  join  in  snch  a  discussion  yourself  I"' 

"I  may,  or  I  may  not" 

"  I  ask  you,  now,  distinctly,  if  yon  bad  no  such  discusaon  on 
the  26th  of  May  last,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
In  tbe  forenoon?" 

The  sharpness  of  the  manner  in  which  this  question  was  put, 
the  minuteness  of  the  details,  and  the  particularity  of  the  inter- 
[i^tories,  quite  confounded  the  juror,  who  answered  accord- 
ingly. 

"Such  a  thing  might  have  taken  place,  and  it  might  nol  I 
Jo  not  remember." 

"  Is  Jonas  White  (a  regular  countiy  loafer)  in  the  babit  of 
being  in  your  store  ?" 

"  He  is  —  it  is  a  considerable  lounge  for  labouring  men." 


TBK    WAT«    OF    TH«     HOUR.  841 

"And  Stephen  Hookf" 

"Ten;  he  is  there  a  good  deal  of  bis  time." 

"Now,  I  beg  you  to  remember — did  not  auch  a  conversalioii 
bika  place,  in  which  700  hore  a  part^  between  the  honia  of 
oleven  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon;  IVliite  and  Hoolc  being 
prerent?" 

Hatfield  seemed  perplexed.  He  very  conscientiouBly  desired 
to  tell  the  troth,  having  nothing  to  gain  by  an  opposite  course; 
but  be  really  bad  no  recollection  of  any  such  discussion,  as  well 
might  be  the  case ;  no  snch  couversadon  ever  having  taken  place. 
Williams  knew  the  habits  (^  the  loafers  in  question,  had  selected 
the  time  a  little  at  random,  and  adopted  the  partacuUrity  merely 
as  a  means  of  confounding  the  juror,  of  whom  he  was  seriously 
afraid. 

"Snch  a  thing  may  have  happened,"  answered  Hatfield,  after 
a  pause  —  "I  don't  remember." 

"It  may  have  happened — Now,  ur,  allow  me  to  ask  yon  if, 
in  that  conversation,  yon  did  not  express  an  opinion  tbat  you  did 
not,  and  emtld  not  believe  that  a  lady  educated  and  delicate,  like 
the  prisoner  at  tiio  bar,  did,  or  would,  under  any  circumstances, 
commit  the  offence  with  which  Maiy  Monson  is  chained  ?" 

Hatfield  grow  more  and  more  confounded;  for  Williams's 
manner  was  more  and  more  confident  and  cool.  In  this  state  of 
feeling  he  aufiered  the  reply  to  escape  him — 

"I  may  have  smd  as  much — it  seems  qnit«  natural." 

"  I  presume,  after  this,"  observed  Williams,  carelessly,  "youi 
Honour  will  order  the  juror  not  to  enter  the  box  ?" 

"  Not  so  fest — not  so  fiist,  brother  Williams,"  put  in  Timma, 
who  felt  it  was  now  his  turn  to  say  a  word,  and  who  was  thumb- 
ing a  small  pocket-almanac  very  diligently  the  while. 

"This  discuaaion,  I  understand  the  learned  gentleman,  took 
place  in  the  juror's  store  F" 

"  It  did,  sir,"  was  the  answer  —  "a  place  where  such  discns- 
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aota  are  very  apt  to  occur.     Hook  and  White  loaf  half  thuii 
time  awaj  in  that  store." 

"  All  quite  likely — very  likelj  to  happen  —  Mr.  HatSeld,  do 
you  open  your  store  on  the  Sabbath?" 

"  Gert^nly  not — I  am  very  particular  to  do  nothing  of  tlie  sort" 

"A  chnrch-member,  I  suppose,  sir?" 

"  An  nndeserrjng  one,  sir." 

"  Never,  on  any  account^  in  the  practice  of  opening  your  3toK 
of  a  Sabbatb,  I  understand  you  to  say?" 

"  Never,  except  in  cases  of  sickness.  "We  most  all  respect  the 
wants  of  the  Mck." 

"  Are  Hook  and  White  in  the  habit  of  loaSng  about  on  your 
premises  of  a  Sunday?" 

"  Never —  I  wouldn't  tolerate  it.  The  store  is  a  public  plooe 
of  a  weeknlay,  and  they -can  come  in  if  they  please;  bot  I 
wouldn't  toleratei^suoh  visits  on  the  Sabbath." 

"  Ye%  if  the  court  please,  the  26th  of  last  May  happened  to 
^1  onL  ihe  Sabbath  day !  My  brother  Williams  forgot  to  look 
into  Hie  almanao  before  he  made  up  bis  bnef." 

Here  Timms  sat  down,  cocking  his  nose  still  higher,  quite 
certain  of  having  made  a  capital  hit  towards  his  views  on  the 
Senate,  Utough  he  actuaUy  gained  nothing  for  the  cause.  There 
was  a  general  umper  in  the  aadience ;  and  Williams  felt  that  he 
had  lost  quite  as  much  as  his  opponent  had  gained 

"Well,  gendemeuj  lime  is  predous  —  let  us  get  on,"  inter- 
posed  the  judge — "  Is  the  juror  to  enter  the  box  or  not  ?" 

"  I  tniat  a  trifling  mistake  as  to  the  day  of  the  month  is  not 
about  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,"  answered  Williams,  nusing 
himself  higher  on  his  stilts,  as  he  found  himself  sinking  lower 
in  his  &ots.  "I  put  it  on  the  26tb  by  a  miscalcnladon,  I  can 
now  see.  It  was  probably  on  the  25th — Satorday  is  the  loafer's 
holidny; — yes,  it  must  have  been  on  Saturday  the  25th  that  the 
Kuversation  took  place." 
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"  Do  yon  remember  this  feot,  juror  F" 

"  I  remember,  now  so  mncb  has  been  said  od  tho  sabjeot," 
tnswered  Hatfield,  firmly,  "  that  I  was  not  at  home  at  all  he- 
tneea  the  20tli  and  the  27th  of  May  last.  I  could  have  beld 
no  such  couvoraation  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  May;  nor  do  I 
knoit  that  I  think  Mary  Mooson  either  innocent  or  goilty." 

As  all  this  was  troe,  and  was  uttered  with  the  confidence  of 
Unth,  it  made  an  impression  on  the  audience.  Williams  doubted ; 
for  BO  fine  was  his  skill  In  mana^ng  men,  that  he  often  succeeded 
in  giuning  jarors  by  letting  them  understand  he  suspected  them 
of  being  prejudiced  against  his  case.  With  tlte  weak  and  vain, 
this  mode  of  proceeding  has  frequently  more  success  than  a  con- 
trary course ;  the  party  suspected  bang  doubly  aniious  to  illus- 
trate his  impartiality  in  his  verdict.  This  was  what  Williams, 
and  indeed  the  bar,  very  generally  calls  "  standing  so  erect  as  to 
lean  backward." 

"  Mr.  Williams,"  eaii  the  judge,  "  you  must  challenge  peremp- 
torily, or  the  juror  will  ho  received." 

"No,  your  Honour,  the  State  will  accept  the  juror;  I  now 
see  that  my  information  has  been  wrong." 

"We  challenge  for  the  defence,"  sud  Timms,  deciding  on  the 
instant,  on  the  ground  that  if  Williams  was  so  ready  to  change 
his  course  of  proceeding,  there  must  be  a  good  reason  for  it 
"Stand  aside,  juror." 

"Peter  Bailey,"  called  the  clerk. 

No  objection  b^ng  made,  Peter  Buley  took  his  seat.  The 
two  next  jurors  were  also  received  nnqnestdoned ;  and  it  only 
temained  to  draw  the  twelfth  man.  This  was  so  much  better 
luck  than  commonly  happens  in  capital  cases,  t^at  everybody 
seemed  more  and  more  pleased,  as  if  all  were  anxious  to  come  to 
&e  testimony.  The  judge  evidently  felicitated  himself,  rubbing 
his  hands  with  very  great  satdg&ction.  The  bar,  generally,  en- 
tered into  his  feelings;  for  it  helped  along  ite  buunesa.  , 
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"On  tlie  whole,"  obserred  one  of  the  lawyers  who  was  in 
UtensiTO  practioej  speaking  to  tmother  at  his  aide,  "  I  wonld  «a 
BOOH  try  one  of  these  mnrder-cases  as  to  go  throngh  with  a  good 
water-cause." 

"Oh I  they  are  excruciating!  Qet  into  a  good  water-causo, 
irith  about  tlUrty  witnesses  on  a  aide,  and  you  are  in  for  a  week. 
I  was  three  days  at  one,  only  last  oiremL" 

"Are  there  many  witnesaes  in  this  case?" 

"About  forty,  I  hear,"  glancing  towards  the  benches  where 
most  of  the  females  sat.  "  They  tell  me  there  will  be  a  very 
formidable  ajrray  as  to  character.  Ladies  from  York  by  the 
dozen  I" 

"  Tbey  will  be  wanted,  if  all  they  say  is  true." 

"  If  all  you  hear  is  true,  we  hare  reached  a  new  epoch  in  tbo 
history  of  mankind.  I  have  never  seen  the  day  when  half  of 
that  I  hear  is  more  than  half  true.  I  set  the  rest  down  as  '  lea- 
ther and  prunella.' " 

"  Robert  Robinson,"  cried  the  clerk. 

A  respectable-looking  man  of  fifty  presented  himself,  and  was 
about  to  enter  the  box  without  stopping  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  he  would  be  welcome  there.  This  person  had  much  more 
the  air  of  the  world  than  either  of  the  other  jurors;  and  with 
those  who  are  not  very  particular,  or  very  discriminating  in  such 
matters,  might  readily  euoagh  pass  for  a  gentleman.  He  was 
neatly  dressed,  wore  gloves,  and  bad  certiun  chains,  an  eye-glass, 
and  other  appliances  of  the  sort,  that  it  is  not  usual  to  see  at  a 
country  circuit.  Neither  Williams  nor  Timms  seemed  to  know 
the  juror;  but  each  looked  sarprised,  and  ondecided  how  he 
ought  to  act.  The  peremptory  challenges  were  not  exhausted; 
end  there  was  a  common  impulse  in  the  two  lawyers,  first  to  ao- 
?epl  one  so  respectable  in  mien,  and  atdre,  and  general  air;  and 
then,  by  a  sudden  revolution  of  feeling,  to  reject  one  of  whom 
they  knew  nothing 
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"I  suppose  tUe  summoiiB  is  &I1  right/'  Williams  carele^l; 
Kmai^ed.     "Tlie  juror  le^des  in  Duke's  7" 

*'I  do,"  WM  the  answer. 

"  Is  a  freeholder,  and  entitled  to  serve  J" 

A  somewhat  superdliotts  emile  came  over  the  countenance  of 
the  juror ;  and  he  looked  round  at  the  person  vho  ooold  presume 
Eo  make  such  a  remark,  with  something  very  like  an  air  of  ooo- 
tonipt. 

"  I  am  Doctor  Robinson,"  he  then  observed,  laying  emphasis 
on  his  learned  appellation. 

Williams  seemed  at  a  loss;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  he  had  ncv^ 
heard  of  any  snoh  phyacian  in  the  county.  Timms  was  quite 
as  much  mystified;  when  a  member  of  the  bar  leaned  across  a 
table,  and  whispered  to  Dunscomb  that  the  juror  wns  a  celebrated 
quack,  who  made  pills  that  would  cure  all  diseases;  and  who, 
having  made  a  fortune,  had  bought  a  place  in  the  county,  and 
wns  to  all  legal  purposes  entitled  to  serve. 

"  The  juror  can  stand  aade,"  said  Dunscomb,  rising  in  hia 
slow  dignified  manner.  "  If  it  please  the  court,  we  challenge 
peremptorily." 

Timms  looked  still  more  surprised;  and  when  told  the  reason 
for  the  course  taken  by  bis  associate,  bo  was  even  sorry. 

"  The  man  is  a  quack,"  said  Dunscomb,  "  and  there  is  quackery 
enough  in  this  system  of  a  jury,  vithout  calling  in  assistance  from 
the  more  open  practitioners." 

"  I  'm  afraid,  'Squire,  he  is  juat  the  sort  of  man  we  want,  I 
con  work  o'n  such  spirits,  when  I  ^1  altogether  with  more  eveiy- 
day-kind  of  mon.  A  little  quackery  does  no  harm  to  some 
Muses." 

■"  Ira  Kingsland,"  called  out  the  olerk. 

In  Kingsland  appeared,  a  stud,  solid,  respectable  husband- 
man— one  of  those  it  is  a  mistaken  usage  of  the  country  to  term 
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yeomen ;  and  of  a  class  that  conttdas  more  useful  informalioD, 
practical  good  Bensa  and  judgment,  tbaa  might  be  iutajpned, 
under  all  the  drcmnstances. 

As  no  objection  was  r^sed,  this  juror  was  received,  and  th« 
pannel  was  complete.  Af(«r  cautioning  the  jurors  about  listen- 
ing and  talking,  in  the  nsunl  vay,  the  judge  adjourned  the  emrt 
&a  ilinntT. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

"  I  know  it  £■  dreadfiil  1    I  feel  Hie 
Anf^sh  of  thy  generous  soul  —  bat  I  was  boiu 
To  marder  all  who  lova  roe." 

Ot«rge  DamatU, 

UuNSCOMB  vas  followed  to  hia  room  by  Millington,  betveen 
ffhom  and  himself,  John  Wilmeter  had  occasion  to  remm-k,  a 
sudden  intimacy  had  sprung  up.  The  counseUor  had  always 
liked  his  student,  or  he  would  never  have  consented  to  ^ve  him 
his  niece ;  but  it  was  not  umial  for  him  to  hold  as  long,  or  seem- 
ingly as  confidential  oonversatJons  with  tha  young  man,  aa  now 
proved  to  be  the  ease.  When  the  interview  was  over,  Millington 
mounted  a  horse  and  galloped  off,  in  the  direction  of  town,  in 
that  almost  exploded  manner  of  moving.  Time  was,  and  that 
ivithin  the  memory  of  man,  when  the  gentlemen  of  New  York 
were  in  their  saddles  hours  each  day;  but  all  this  is  changing 
with  the  times.  We  live  in  an  age  of  baggies,  the  gig,  phaeton, 
and  curricle  having  disappeared,  and  the  utilitarian  vehicle  just 
named  havlDg  taken  th^  places.  Were  it  not  for  the  women,  who 
still  have  occasion  for  closer  carriages,  the  whole  nation  would 
goon  he  riding  about  in  bugles  I  Beresford  is  made,  by  one  of 
his  annotators,  to  complain  that  everything  like  individuality  is 
becoming  lost  in  England,  and  that  the  progress  of  great  improve- 
ments mast  be  checked,  or  independent  thinkers  will  shortly  be 
ont  of  the  question.  If  this  be  true  of  England,  whxt  might  not 
be  said  on  the  same  subject  of  America?  Here,  where  there  is 
w  much  community  as  to  have  completely  engulphed  everything 
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like  individual  thought  nod  action,  we  take  it  the  taost  iinicativc 
people  on  earth  are  to  be  found.  This  truth  is  manifested  in  t 
thousand  things.  Every  town  is  getting  its  Sroadwaj,  thus  de- 
feating the  very  object  of  names ;  toniay  the  country  ia  dotted 
with  Grecian  temples,  to-morrow  with  Gothic  villagea,  all  the 
purposes  of  domestic  architecture  being  sadly  forgotten  in  each; 
and,  as  one  of  the  Spcnscrs  is  said  to  have  introduced  the  article 
of  dress  which  bears  Lis  namo,  by  betting  he  co'ald  set  the  fashion 
of  cutting  off  the  skirts  of  the  coat,  bo  might  one  who  is  looked 
up  to,  in  tius  oonntry,  almoBtnet  the  fashion  of  cutting  off  the  nose. 

Dunscomb,  however,  was  a  perfectly  original  thinker.  This 
he  manifested  in  his  private  life,  as  well  as  in  his  public  profes- 
sion. His  opinions  were  formed  in  his  own  way,  and  his  acts 
were  as  much  those  of  the  individual  as  drcumstanoes  would  at 
bU  allow.  His  motaTCS  in  despatching  Millingt«n  so  suddenly 
to  town  were  known  to  himself,  and  will  probably  be  shewn  to 
the  reader,  as  the  narrative  proceeds. 

"  Well,  MT,  how  are  we  getting  on  ?"  asked  John  Wilmet«r, 
throwing  himself  into  a  ohair,  in  his  nncle's  room,  with  a  heated 
and  esclted  air.    "  I  hope  things  are  going  to  your  mind  1" 

"  We  have  got  a  jury,  Jack,  and  that  is  all  that  can  be  b^ 
in  the  matter,"  returned  the  uncle,  looking  over  some  papers  as 
the  conversation  proceeded.  "  It  is  good  progress,  in  a  capital 
case,  to  get  a  jury  empannelled  in  the  first  forenoon." 

"  You  '11  hove  the  verdict  in,  by  this  time  ttt-morrow,  sir,  I  'm 

"  Why  afraid,  boy  f  The  sooner  the  poor  woman  is  acquitted, 
the  better  will  it  be  for  her." 

■  "  Ay,  if  she  be  acquitted ;  but  I  fear  everything  ia  looking 
dark,  in  the  case." 

"And  this  &om  you,  who  fancied  the  accused  an  anget  of 
light,  only  a  week  since  ! " 

"  She  is  certainly  a  most  fascinating  creature,  vhett  the  eAooiOi 
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Ur  he"  eaii  John,  witb  empba^ ;  " but  she  does  not  always 
ohooK  to  appear  in  that  cliaraotcr." 

"  Sbe  is  moat  ccrtainlja  fascinating  creature,  when  ihe  chooiet 
lo  he!''  returned  the  uncle,  with  very  much  the  same  sort  of 

But  Dunscomb's  isitiuier  was  very  different  from  that  of  his 
nephew.  John  was  excited,  petulant,  irritable,  and  in  a  slate  to 
feel  and  aay  difiagreeable  things;  dissatisfied  with  himself,  and 
consequently  not  veiy  well  pleased  with  others.  A  great  change 
had  come  over  his  feelings,  truly,  within  the  last  week,  and  the 
image  of  the  gentle  Anna  Updyke  was  fast  taking  the  place  of 
that  of  Mary  Monson.  As  the  latter  seldom  saw  the  young 
man,  and  then  only  at  the  grate,  the  former  had  got  to  be  the 
means  of  communication  between  the  youthful  advocate  and  his 
client,  throwing  them  constantly  in  each  other's  way.  On  such 
occa^ons  Anna  was  always  so  truthful,  so  gentle,  so  earnest,  so 
natural,  and  so  sweetly  feminine,  that  John  must  have  been 
made  of  stone,  to  rcmiuu  insensible  of  her  excellent  qualitiei. 
If  women  did  but  know  how  much  their  power,  not  to  say  charms, 
are  increased  by  gentleness,  by  tenderness  in  lieu  of  coldness  ot 
manner,  by  keeping  within  the  natural  circle  of  their  sex's  feel- 
ings, instead  of  aping  an  independence  and  spirit  more  suited  to 
men  than  («  their  own  condition,  we  should  see  less  of  discord  in 
dumesUo  life,  happier  wives,  better  mothers,  and  more  reasonable 
mistresses.  No  one  knew  this  better  than  Dunscomb,  who  had 
not  been  an  indifferent  spectator  of  his  nephew's  course,  and  who 
fancied  this  a  favourable  moment  tc  eaj  a  word  to  him,  on  a  sub- 
ject that  he  felt  to  be  important 

"  This  choosing  to  be  is  a  very  material  item  in  the  female 
ibaracter,"  continued  the  connsellor,  after  a  moment  of  ^lent 
■nd  profound  thonght.  "  Whatever  else  you  may  do,  my  boy, 
in  the  way  of  matrimony,  marry  a  gentle  and  (eminine  woman. 
Take  mj  word  for  ii^  there  is  n'.  true  happiness  with  any  other.'' 


■'Women  have  their  tastes  and  caprices,  and  like  to  iuJulgt 
them,  sir,  as  veil  as  onrselvea," 

"All  that  may  be  true,  but  avoid  what  is  termed  a  woman  of 
Independent  spirit.  They  are  usually  so  many  devils  incarnate^ 
If  they  happen  to  nniTe  moneyed  independence  with  moral  inde- 
pendence, I  am  not  qnite  cert^n  that  their  granny  is  not  woras 
than  that  of  Nero.  A  tyrannioftl  woman  is  worse  than  a  tyran- 
nical man,  beoanse  she  is  apt  to  be  capricious.  At  one  moment 
she  will  blow  hot,  at  the  next  cold ;  at  one  time  she  will  ^ve, 
at  the  next  clutch  back  her  gifts;  to-day  she  is  the  devoted  and 
obedient  wife,  to-morrow  tbe  domineering  partner.  No,  no.  Jack, 
marry  a  tronuin;  which  means  a  kind,  gentle,  affectionate, 
thongbtAil  creature,  whose  heart  is  so  iiill  of  you,  there  is  no 
room  in  it  for  herself.  Marry  just  such  a  girl  as  Anna  Updykc, 
if  you  can  get  her." 

"  I  tliauk  yon,  sir,"  answered  John,  colouring.  "  I  dare  jsay 
the  advice  is  good,  and  I  shall  bear  it  in  mind.  What  would 
yon  think  of  a  woman  like  Slary  Monson,  for  a  wife  ?" 

Dunscomb  turned  a  vacant  look  at  bis  nephew,  as  if  his 
thonghta  were  fiuf  away,  and  his  chin  dropped  on  his  bosom. 
This  abstraction  lasted  hut  a  minute,  however  when  the  young 
man  got  his  answer. 

"  Mary  Monson  is  a  wife,  and  I  fear  a  bad  one,"  returned  ihe 
eounsellor.  "  K  she  be  the  woman  I  suppose  her  to  be,  her  his- 
tory, brief  as  it  is,  is  a  very  lamentable  one,  John,  you  are  my 
BMter's  son,  and  my  heir.  Yon  are  nearer  to  me  than  any  other 
human  being,  in  one  sense,  though  I  certainly  love  Sarah  quito 
as  well  as  I  do  yon,  if  not  &  little  better.  These  ties  of  feeling 
are  strange  links  in  out  nature  I  At  one  time  I  loved  your  mo- 
ther with  a  tenderness  such  as  a  fatlier  might  feel  for  a  child ;  in 
short,  with  a  brother's  love  — a  brother's  love  for  a  young,  and 
pretty,  and  good  girl,  and  I  thought  I  could  never  love  uiothei 
ere  vt 
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k  period  (^  many  years  when  it  iras  supposed  that  we  were  to 
pass  down  the  vale  of  life  in  oompaitj,  as  hrotlier  and  sister^ 
old  bachelor  and  old  maid.  Your  father  deranged  all  this,  and 
at  tbirty-fonr  my  sister  left  me.  It  was  like  pulling  my  heart- 
etrings  ont  of  me,  and  so  much  the  worse,  boy,  because  they 
were  already  sore." 

John  started.  His  nncle  spoke  hoarsely,  and  a  shudder,  that 
Iras  so  violent  as  to  be  perceptible  to  his  compajuon,  passed 
through  his  frame.  The  cheeks  of  the  oonnecllor  were  usually 
colourless ;  now  they  appeared  absolutely  pallid. 

"  This,  then,"  thought  John  Wilmeter,  "  is  the  insensible  old 
bachelor,  who  was  thought  to  live  ^together  for  himself.  How 
little  does  the  world  really  know  of  what  is  passing  within  it  I 
Well  may  it  be  s^d,  'there  is  a  skeleton  in  every  house.'" 

Dunecomb  soon  reoovered  his  self^ommand.  Reaching  forth 
an  arm,  he  took  his  nephew's  hand,  and  s^d  affection- 
ately— 

"  I  am  not  often  thus,  Jack,  as  you  must  know,  A  vivid 
rccollectiou  of  days  that  have  long  been  past  came  freshly  over 
me,  and  I  believe  I  have  been  a  little  unmanned.  To  you,  my 
early  history  is  a  blank ;  but  &  very  few  words  will  serve  to  tell 
all  yoa  need  ever  know.  I  was  about  your  time  of  life.  Jack, 
when  I  loved,  courted,  and  became  engaged  to  Mary  MillingtoL 
— Michael's  great-aunt.     Is  this  new  to  you?" 

"Xot  entirely,  sir;  Sarah  has  told  me  something  of  tho-same 
sort — -yoa  know  the  girls  get  hold  of  &uni!y  anecdotes  sooner 

"  She  then  probably  told  you  that  I  was  cruelly,  heartlessly 
Jilted,  for  a  richer  man.  Mary  married,  and  left  one  daughter; 
who  also  married  early,  her  own  cousin,  Frank  Millington,  the 
Muun  of  Michael's  father.  You  may  now  see  why  I  have  evw 
felt  so  much  interest  in  your  future  brother-in-law." 

"He  is  a  good  fellow,  and  quit«  free  from  all  jilting  blood) 
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I'll  answer  for  it     But,  what  has  become  of  this  Mrs.  Ei-aoll 
MillingtOD  7     I  remember  no  such  person." 

"  Like  her  mother,  she  died  ;oang,  leaving  on  only  daughter 
to  mherit  her  name  snd  very  ample  fortone.  The  reason  yon 
never  kneir  Mr.  Frank  Millington  Is  probably  because  be  went 
to  Paris  early,  where  be  educated  his  daughter,  in  a  great  degree 
— tliere,  and  in  England — and  when  he  died,  Mildred  Milling- 
ten,  the  heiress  of  both  parents,  is  sud  to  have  bad  quite  twenty 
thousand  a  year.  Certaia  officious  friendB  made  a  match  for  her, 
I  have  heard,  with  a  Frenchman  of  some  family,  but  small  means ; 
and  the  recent  revolution  has  driven  them  to  this  country,  when^ 
'  as  I  have  been  told,  she  took  the  reins  of  domestic  government 
inte  her  own  hands,  until  some  sort  of  a  separation  has  been  the 


"  Why,  diis  aoooont  is  snrprisingly  like  the  report  we  havi. 
had  concerning  Mary  Monson,  this  morning !"  cried  Jack,  spring- 
ing to  his  feet  with  excitement. 

"  I  believe  her  to  be  the  same  person.  Many  things  unite  to 
create  this  opinion.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  certainly  a  marked 
family  resemhlitnce  to  her  grandmother  and  mother;  then  the 
education,  manners,  languages,  money,  Marie  Moolin,  and  the 
initials  of  the  assumed  name,  each  and  all  have  their  solution  lu 
this  belief.  The  '  Mademoiselle'  and  the  '  Madame'  of  the  Swisb 
maid  are  esplmned ;  iu  short,  if  we  can  believe  this  Mary  Mon- 
son to  be  Madame  de  Larocheforte,  we  can  find  an  ezplanaiioa 
of  ererything  that  is  pumling  in  her  antecedents." 

"  But,  why  should  a  woman  of  twenty  thousand  a  year  he  lir 
iog  in  the  cottage  of  Peter  Goodwin?" 

"  Because  she  i$  a  woman  of  twon^  thousand  a  year.  Mona 
ie  Larocheforte  found  her  money  was  altogether  at  her  own  com- 
mand, by  this  new  law,  and,  naturally  enough,  he  desired  to  play 
Bome  thing  more  than  a  puppet's  part  in  his  own  abode  and  &mily. 
The  lady  clings  to  her  dolUrs,  which  she  loves  more  than  hei 
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busbaudj  a  quarrel  ensues,  and  she  ohoosea  to  retire  from  ]i^ 
protection,  and  conceal  herself,  for  a  time,  under  Peter  Goodwin's 
roof,  to  evade  pursuit.  Capricious  and  wrong-headed  women  do 
a  thousand  strange  things,  and  thoughtless  gabblers  often  sustain 
them  in  what  they  do." 

"  This  is  tendering  the  marriage  tie  very  slight  I" 

'*  It  is  treating  it  with  contempt;  settdng  at  nanght  the  lam 
of  God  and  man  — one's  duties,  and  the  highest  obligations  of 
woman.  SUll,  many  of  the  sex  &,naj  if  Ihej  abstidn  from  one 
great  and  distinct  ofience,  the  whole  catalogue  of  the  remaining 
misdeeds  is  at  their  mercy." 

"  Not  to  the  extent  of  murder  and  arson,  surely !  Why  sbooid 
such  a  woman  commit  these  crimes?" 

"One  never  knows.  We  are  fearfully  constituted,  John; 
morally  and  physically.  The  forest  form  often  conceals  the 
blackest  heart,  and  vice  versa.  But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  there 
is  a  vein  of  insanity  in  this  branch  of  the  Millingt«ns;  and  it  la 
possible  Madame  de  Larocheforte  is  more  to  be  pided  than  to  be 


"  You  surely  do  not  think  her  guilty,  uncle  Tom  ?" 

The  counsellor  looked  intently  at  his  nephew,  shaded  his  brow 
a  moment,  gazed  upward,  and  answered — 

"  I  do.  There  is  snch  a  chain  of  proof  agunst  her  as  will 
scarce  admit  of  explanation.  I  am  afraid,  Jack — I  am  afraid 
that  she  has  done  these  deeds,  terrible  as  they  are  I  Such  has 
been  my  opinion,  now,  for  some  lime;  though  my  mind  has 
vacillated,  as  I  make  no  doubt  will  prove  to  be  the  case  with 
those  of  most  of  the  jurors.  It  is  a  sad  alternative;  but  I  sec 
no  safety  for  her  except  in  the  plea  of  insanity,  I  am  in  hope? 
that  something  may  be  made  ont  in  that  respect." 

"We  are  quite  without  witnesses  to  the  point;  are  we  not. 
nrf" 

"  Certmnly ;  but  Michael  Millington  has  gone  to  town  to  send 
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b;  telegraph  for  the  oeareBt  connecdoua  of  Madame  de  Larochu 
foite,  who  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia.  Tht 
husbaikd  himself  is  somewhere  on  the  Hndsoa,  He  moat  b« 
hunted  up  too.  Michael  will  see  to  all  this.  I  shall  get  the 
judge  to  adjourn  early  this  evening;  and  we  mast  spin  out  the 
trial  for  the  next  day  or  two,  in  order  to  collect  our  forces.  Tho 
judge  is  young  and  indulgent.  He  has  certiun  ridiculous  notions 
about  saving  the  time  of  the  public;  but  does  not  feel  seeoit 
enough  in  his  seat  to  be  very  poaitiTe." 

At  this  instant  Tinuns  burst  into  the  room,  in  a  high  state  of' 
exdtement,  exclaiming,  the  moment  he  was  sure  that  his  wordft 
-   would  not  reach  any  hostile  ears — 

"  Our  case  is  desperate  I  All  the  Burtons  are  coming  out  dead 
agmnst  us ;  and  neither  '  the  new  philanthropy,'  nor  '  Friends,' 
nor  '  anti-gallows,'  can  save  us.  I  never  knew  excitement  get  up 
BO  fast.  It 's  the  infernal  aiistocraoy  that  kills  us !  —  Williauu 
makes  great  use  of  it;  and  our  people  will  not  stand  aristocracy 
See  what  a  magnanimous  report  to  the  le^slature  the  learned 
Attorney-General  has  just  made  on  the  subject  of  aristocracy 
How  admirably  be  touches  np  the  kings  and  countesses  I" 

"Pshaw!"  exclaimed  Dunsoomb,  with  a  contemptuous  curt 
of  the  lip  —  "  not  one  in  a  thousand  knows  the  meaning  of  the 
word ;  and  he  among  the  rest.  The  report  you  mention  is  that 
of  a  refined  gentleman,  to  be  sure,  and  is  addressed  to  his  equals 
What  exclusive  pobtical  privilege  does  Mary  Monson  possess ! 
or  what  does  the  patroon,  unless  it  be  the  privilege  of  bavinj; 
more  stolen  from  him,  by  political  frauds,  than  any  other  man  in 
the  State  ?  This  cant  about  social  aristocracy,  even  in  a  state  of 
society  in  which  the  servant  desM^a  his  master  with  impunity,  iL 
the  midst  of  a  dinner,  is  very  miserable  stuff!  Aristocracy,  for 
sooth  I  If  there  be  aristocracy  in  America,  the  blackguard  is  tht 
aristocrat.     Away,  then,  with  all  this  trash,  and  speak  common 

•ense  in  future."  ,-.  i 
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"  Tod  amaze  me,  nr  I     Why,  I  regard  you  as  a  sort  of  aristo-    ' 
jrat,  Mr.  Dnnscomb." 

"Me! — And  what  do  you  see  aiistocralio  about  me,  prayT" 

"  AVhy,  Bir,  you  don't  look  like  the  rest  vf  us.  Your  very 
tealk  13  different — your  language,  manners,  dress,  habits  aad 
opinions,  all  differ  from  those  of  the  Duke's  oouuty  bar.  Now, 
to  my  nodon,  that  is  being  ezoluMve  and  peculiar;  and  whatever 
is  peculiar  is  aristocratic,  is  it  not?" 

Here  DnuBComb  and  his  nephew  burst  out  in  a  laugh ;  and, 
for  a  few  minutes,  Mary  Monson  wae  forgotten.  Timms  was 
quite  in  earnest;  for  he  had  fallen  into  the  eveiy-day  notaons,  in 
this  respect,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  get  him  out  of  them. 

"  Perhaps  the  Duke's  county  bar  contains  the  aristocrats,  and 
I  sm  the  cerfl"  said  the  counsellor. 

"That  cannot  be — ^you  must  be  the  aristocrat,  if  any  there  be 
among  us.  I  don't  know  why  it  is  so,  but  so  it  is;  yes,  yoK  are 
the  aristocrat,  if  there  be  one  at  our  bar." 

Jack  smiled,  and  looked  funny;  hut  he  had  the  discretion  to 
bold  his  tongue.  He  bad  beard  that  a  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  top 
of  (he  English  aristAoracy,  was  so  remarkable  for  his  personal 
habits  as  actually  to  be  offenuve;  a  man  who,  according  to 
Timms's  notions,  would  have  been  a  long  way  down  the  soml 
iodder;  hut  who,  nevertheless,  was  a  top-peer,  if  not  a  top-saw 
yer.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  Timms  confounded  a  gentleman  with 
an  aristocrat;  a  confusion  in  ideas  that  is  very  common,  and 
which  is  far  from  being  unnatural,  when  it  is  remembered  bow 
few  formerly  acquired  any  of  the  graces  of  deportment  who  had 
not  prcTionsly  attained  po^lave,  exclusive,  poliUoal  rights.  As 
fitr  the  Attorney-General  and  his  report.  Jack  had  sufficient 
wgocity  to  see  it  was  a  document  that  sud  one  thing  and  meant 
another;  professing  deference  for  a  people  that  it  did  not  stop  to 
compliment  with  the  poBsession  of  either  common  honee^  oi 
good  manners. 
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"  1  h<^  my  Mistooracy  ia  not  likcl;  to  affect  the  ioteiesls  lA 
my  clionL" 

"  No;  there  is  little  danger  of  thai  It  ia  the  democracy  of 
the  Burtons  which  will  do  that  I  leam  from  Johnson  that  tbe^ 
aro  coming  out  stronger  and  stronger ;  and  I  feel  certain  Williams 
is  sure  of  tiieir  testimony.  By  the  way,  ^,  I  had  a  hint  from 
Lim,  as  we  left  the  court-house,  that  the  five  thousand  dollars 
might  yet  take  him  from  the  field." 

"  This  Mr.  Williams,  as  well  as  yoniBelf,  Timms,  most  Iw 
more  cautions,  or  the  law  will  yet  assert  its  power.  It  is  very 
much  humbled,  I  sjn  aware,  under  the  majesty  of  the  people 
and  a  feeble  administration  of  iU  authority;  but  its  arm  is  long, 
and  its  gripe  poten^  when  it  chooses  to  exert  its  force.  Take 
my  advice,  and  have  no  more  to  do  with  such  arrangements." 

The  diDner-bell  put  an  end  to  the  discos^n.  Timms  vanished 
like  a  ghost;  bat  Bnnacomb,  whose  habits  were  gentlemanlike, 
and  who  knew  that  Mrs.  Horton  had  assigned  a  particular  seat 
to  him,  moved  more  deliberately;  following  his  nephew  about 
the  time  Timma  waa  half  through  the  meal. 

An  American  tavern-dinner,  during  the  idtljug  of  the  drcmt, 
ia  every  way  worthy  of  a  minute  and  graphic  description ;  but 
our  limits  will  hardly  admit  of  oar  asauming  the  taak.  If 
"  miacry  makes  a  man  acquainted  with  strange  bed-fellows,"  so 
does  the  law.  Judges,  advocates,  witnesses,  sherifis,  clerks,  con- 
stables, and  not  unfrcquently  the  acouaed,  dine  in  common,  with 
niil-road  speed.  The  rattling  of  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  the 
clatter  of  plates,  the  rosbing  of  waiters,  landlord,  landlady,  cham- 
ber-maids, ostler  and  bar-keeper  included,  produce  a  coD&idon 
that  would  do  honour  to  the  most  profound  "republican  umpli- 
dty."  Everything  approaches  a  state  of  nature  but  the  eatables ; 
and  they  are  invariably  overdone.  On  an  evil  day,  some  Yankee 
iavuntod  an  article  termed  a  "  cooking-atove ;"  and  since  its  ap- 
{■oarauoe  everything  like  good  cookery  has  vanished  from  the 


wmtnon  American  table.  There  is  plenty  spoiled ;  abunJance 
abuacd.  Of  made  disbes,  with  the  oxceplion  of  two  or  three  of 
very  simple  characters,  there  never  were  any ;  and  these  have 
been  burned  to  cinders  by  the  baking  processes  of  the  "cook- 
stoves." 

It  mattera  little,  however,  to  the  convives  of  a  circuit-conrt 
Jinner,  what  the  disbes  are  called,  or.of  what  they  are  composed, 
"Haste"  forbids  "taste;"  and  it  actually  occurred  that  day,  as 
it  occurs  almost  invariably  on  Bucb  occasions,  that  a  very  clever 
conntry  practitioner  was  asked  the  materiel  of  the  dish  he  had 
been  eating,  and  be  could  not  tell  it  I  Talk  of  tbe  mysteries  of 
French  cookery !  The* "  cook-stove"  produces  more  mystery  than 
all  the  art  of  all  the  cnlinary  artists  of  Paris ;  and  this,  too,  on  a 
^irinciple  that  tallies  admirably  witb  that  of  Ibe  purest "  republic 
can  simplicity;"  ^nce  it  canses  all  things  to  taste  alike. 

To  a  dinner  of  this  stamp  Dunscomb  now  sat  down,  just  ten 
minutfis  after  the  first  clatter  of  a  plate  was  heard,  and  just  as 
the  only  remove  was  seen,  in  the  form  of  slices  of  pie,  pudding 
and  cake.  With  his  habits,  railroad  speed  or  lightning-line  eating 
could  find  no  favour;  and  he  and  Jack  got  their  dinner,  as  best 
they  might,  amid  the  confusion  and  remnants  of  the  close  of  such 
a  repast  Nine-tenths  of  those  who  had  so  lately  been  at  work 
as  trencher-men  were  now  picking  tbeir  teeth,  smoking  segars, 
or  preparing  fresh  quids  for  the  afternoon.  A  few  clients  were 
already  holding  their  lawyers  by  the  button ;  and  here  and  there 
one  of  the  latter  led  the  way  to  hia  room  to  "  settle"  some  slander 
cause  in  which  the  plaintiff  bad  got  frightened. 

It  is  a  bad  sign  when  eating  is  carried  on  without  conversation 
To  converse,  however,  at  such  a  table,  is  morally  if  not  physicallj 
impossible.  Morally,  because  each  man's  mind  is  so  intent  on 
getting  as  mncb  as  he  wants,  that  it  is  almost  impos^ble  to  bring 
his  thoughts  to  bear  on  any  other  subject ;  pbysic^y,  on  acoonut 
if  the  clatter,  a  movement  in  which  an  eclipae  of  a  plate  by  the 


body  of  a  waiter  ia  do  unusoal  thing,  and  universal  ac.uvit;  at 
the  teeth.  ConveTsntion  under  such  orcumstaucea  would  be 
truly  a  sort  of  veiitriloquiBm ;  the  portion  of  the  human  frame 
iiicluded  in  the  term  being  all  la  all  juat  at  that  moment 

Notwithstanding  these  embarrassmoute  and  unpleasant  accom- 
pBniments,  Dunscomb  and  hia  nephew  got  their  dinners,  iind  wrrti 
about  to  quit  the  table  aa  McBrain  entered.  The  doctor  would 
not  expose  bis  bride  to  the  confusion  of  the  common  table,  where 
there  was  so  much  that  is  revolting  lo  all  trcdned  in  the  usages 
of  good  companjj  Eungnlarly  blended  with  a  decency  of  deport- 
ment, and  a  consideration  for  the  rights  of  each,  that  serve  to 
form  bright  spots  in  American  character ;  .but  ho  bad  obtained  a 
more  private  room  lor  the  females  of  his  party. 

"  We  should  do  pretty  well,"  observed  McBrain,  in  explain- 
ing his  accommodations,  "  were  it  not  for  a  troublesome  neighbour 
in  an  adjoining  room,  who  is  either  insane  or  intoxicated.  Mra 
Horton  has  put  us  in  your  wing,  and  I  should  think  you  must 
xcasionally  hear  from  him  too?" 

"  The  man  is  constantly  drunk,  they  tell  mc,  and  is  a  little 
troublesome  at  timea.  On  the  whole,  however,  he  does  not  annoy 
me  much.  I  shall  take  (he  liberty  of  dining  with  you  to-morrow, 
Ned;  this  eating  against  time  docs  not  agree  with  my  consti- 
tution." 

"  To-morrow  1 — I  was  thinking  that  my  examination  would 
be  ended  this  afternoon,  and  that  we  might  return  to  town  in  the 
morning.     You  will  remember  I  have  patients  to  attend  to." 

"  You  will  have  more  reason  for  patience.  If  you  get  through 
in  a  week,  you  will  be  lucky." 

"It  is  a  curious  case  1  I  find  all  the  local  facnlty  ready  to 
■wear  through  thick  and  thin  against  her.  My  own  opinion  ii 
Qxed — ^but  what  ia  the  opinion  of  one  man  against  those  of  sevei'sl 
Id  the  same  profesaion  f" 

"  We  will  put  that  question  to  ^fra.  Horton,  who  ia  coiniae  ti 
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ajk  Low  we  have  dined — Thant'ee,  my  good  Mrs  Horton,  we 
have  done  remarkably  well,  conBideriog  all  the  circamstances." 

The  landlady  was  pleased,  and  amirked,  and  expressed  her 
j^ratlficatioD.  The  iotis  entendu  of  Donacomb  was  lost  upon  her ) 
aud  human  vamty  is  very  apt  to  accept  the  flattering,  and  to  over- 
look the  disagreeable.  She  was  pleased  that  the  great  Tork  lawyei 


Mrs.  Horton  was  an  American  landlady,  in  the  strictest  scnat 
of  the  word.  This  implies  many  features  distinct  from  her  Eur* 
pcan  oounterpart;  some  of  which  fell  greatly  in  her  &vour,  saA 
others  not  so  much  so.  Decency  of  exterior,  and  a  feminine 
deportment,  are  so  cbaraoteristio  of  the  sex  in  this  oonntiy,  that 
they  need  scarcely  be  adverted  to.  There  were  no  sly  jokes,  no 
diMbles  enlendret  with  Mrs.  Hort^^i;  who  mmntained  too  grave 
a  countenance  to  admit  of  such  liberties.  Than,  she  was  entirely 
free  from  tlie  little  expedients  of  a  desire  to  g^  that  are  naturally 
enough  adopted  in  older  commanities,  where  the  pressure  of 
numbeni  drives  the  poor  to  their  wlla'-end,  in  order  to  live.  Ame- 
rican abundance  had  generated  American  liberality  in  Mrs.  Hor- 
ton ;  and  if  one  of  her  guests  asked  for  bread,  she  would  give 
him  the  loaf.  She  waa,  moreover,  what  the  country  round  termed 
"  accommodating}"  meaning  that  she  was  obliging  and  good-na- 
tured. Her  &ults  were  a  fierce  love  of  gossip,  concealed  under 
a  veil  of  great  indifference  and  modesty,  a  prying  curiosity,  and  a 
determination  to  know  everything,  touching  everybody,  who  ever 
came  imder  her  roof.  Thia  last  propensity  had  got  her  into 
difficulties,  several  injurious  reports  having  been  traced  to  bci 
tongue,  which  was  indebted  to  her  ima^nation  for  fully  one-half 
of  what  she  had  circulated.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that, 
among  the  right  set,  Mrs.  Horton  was  a  great  talker.  As  Donr- 
comb  was  a  &vourite,  be  was  not  likely  to  escape  on  the  present 
occasion;  the  room  being  clear  of  all  the  guests  but  those  of  \aa 
iwn  party. 
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"  I  am  glad  to  get  a  little  quiet  talk  witli  yoQj  'Squire  Duna 
comb,"  the  landlady  commenced ;  "  for  a  body  can  depend  on 
what  ia  heard  &om  Buch  aathority.  Do  thej  mean  hi  hang  Hatj 
Monson  f  " 

"  It  is  rather  prematm^  to  sak  that  qneetioD,  Mrs.  Horton. 
The  jot;  is  empannelled,  and  there  ve  stand  at  presenL" 

"Isit  agood  jury? — Some  of  our  Duke's  coon^  juries  ar« 
Bone  too  good,  they  tell  me." 

"The  whole  institntion  is  a  miserable  contrivaiice  for  the 
administratiDn  t^  justice.  Gonld  a  higher  class  of  citizens  com- 
pose the  juries,  the  system  might  stJll  do,  irith  a  few  improTe- 
ments." 
.  "  Why  not  elect  them?"  demanded  the  landlady,  who  was, 
ex  officio,  a  politician,  much  as  women  are  nsnally  politicians  in 
this  country.  In  other  words,  she  feU  her  opinions,  without 
knowing  their  reasons. 

"  God  forbid,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton — we  have  elective  judgesj 
that  will  do  for  the  presenL  Too  mnch  of  a  good  thing  is  aa 
injurious  aa  the  poffltively  bad.  I  prefer  the  present  mode  of 
drawing  lots." 

"  Have  you  got  a  Quaker  in  die  box  ? — If  yon  have,  you  are 
safe  enough." 

"  I  doubt  if  the  District  Attorney  would  suffer  that ;  although 
he  appeals  to  be  kind  and  considerate.  The  man  who  goes  into 
that  box  must  be  prepared  to  hang  if  necessary." 

"  For  my  part,  I  wish  all  hanging  was  done  away  with.  I 
can  see  no  good  that  hanging  can  do  a  man." 

"  You  mistake  the  object,  my  dear  Mrs.  Horton,  though  your 
ai'gument  is  quite  as  good  as  many  that  are  openly  advanced  on 
the  same  wde  of  the  question." 

"  Just  hear  me,  'Squire,"  rejoined  the  woman ;  for  she  loved 
dearly  to  get  into  a  discus^on  on  any  question  that  she  was  an 
customed  to  hear  debated  among  her  guests.     "  The  country 
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tuiDgs  a  body  to  reform  a  body;  and  what  good  can  that  do  whoa 
a  body  is  dead?" 

"Very  ingeniously  put,"  returned  the  eonnsellor,  politely 
offering  bis  box  to  tbe  landlady,  who  took  a  few  grMoa;  and 
then  deliberately  helpifig  himself  to  a  pinch  of  snaff — "  quite 
as  ingeniously  as  much  of  the  argument  that  appears  in  pnblio. 
The  objection  lies  to  tbe  premises,  and  not  to  the  deduction, 
which  is  absolutely  logical  and  just.  A  hanged  body  Je  certainly 
an  unreformed  body;  and,  as  you  say,  it  is  quite  useless  to  hang 
in  order  to  reform." 

"  There  1' '  exclaimed  tbe  woman  in  triumph — "  I  told  'Squire 
Timms  that  a  gentleman  who  knows  as  much  as  you  do  must  be 
on  our  side.  Depend  on  one  fliing,  lawyer  Dunaoomb,  and  you 
too,  gentlemen  —  depend  on  it,  that  Maty  Monson  will  never  be 
hanged," 

This  was  s^d  with  a  meaning  so  peculiar,  (bat  it  struck  Buns- 
comb,  who  watched  the  woman's  earnest  countenance  while  sht- 
was  speaking,  with  undeviatiug  interest  and  intensity. 

"  It  is  my  duty  and  my  wish,  Mrs.  Horton,  to  believe  aa  much, 
and  to  mate  others  believe  it  also,  if  I  can,"  be  answered,  now 
anxious  te  prolong  a  discourse  that  a  moment  before  he  bad  found 


"  Tou  can,  if  you  will  only  try.  I  believe  in  dreams  —  and  I 
dreamt  a  week  ago  that  Maiy  Monson  would  be  acquitted.  It 
would  be  ag'in  all  our  new  notions  to  hang  so  nice  a  lady." 

"  Our  latles  might  take  offence  at  it;  and  taste  is  of  tome  in- 
Snence  yet,  I  am  bound  to  Eigree  with  you." 

"  But  you  do  agree  with  me  in  the  uselcssuess  of  han^og 
when  the  object  is  to  reform?" 

"  Unfortunately  for  the  force  of  that  argument,  my  dear 
landlady,  society  does  not  punish  for  the  purposes  of  reforma- 
tion —  that  is  a  very  common  blunder  of  superficial  philantlrO' 
pista." 
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"  Nol  for  tbe  puipOECS  of  reformation,  'Squire ! — You  astonisll 
me !    Why,  for  wliat  else  Bhould  it  pnniah?" 

"  For  Us  own  pioteotion.  To  prevent  others  from  comniittdng 
murder.  Have  you  no  other  reason  than  your  dream,  my  good 
Mrs.  Horfon,  for  thinking  Mary  Monson-will  be  acquitted?" 

The  woman  put  on  a  knowing  look,  and  nodded  her  head 
ngni£cantly.  At  the  same  time,  she  glanced  towards  the  conn- 
■ellor'a  companions,  as  much  as  to  say  that  their  presence  pre- 
vented her  being  more  explidt 

"  Ned,  do  me  the  &vour  to  go  to  your  wife,  and  (ell  her  I  eball 
stop  in,  and  say  a  kind  word  aa  I  [nas  her  door; — and,  Jack,  go' 
and  bid  Sarah  be  in  Mrs.  McBnun's  parlour,  ready  to  g^ve  me 
my  morning's  kiss." 

The  Doctor  and  John  complied,  leaving  Dunsoomb  alone  with 
fhe  woman. 

"  May  I  repeat  the  question,  my  good  hindlady  f — Why  do 
jou  think  Moiy  Monsou  is  to  be  acquitted  ?"  asked  Bunscomb, 
in  one  of  his  softest  tones. 

Mrs.  Barton  mnsed,  seemed  anxious  to  speak,  but  struggling 
with  some  power  tbat  withheld  her.  One  of  her  hands  was  in  i 
pocket  whore  the  jingling  of  keys  and  pence  made  its  presence 
known.  Drawing  forUi  this  band  mechanically,  Dunsoomb  saw 
that  it  contained  several  eagles.  The  woman  cast  her  eyes  on 
the  gold,  returned  it  hastily  to  her  pocket,*  rubbed  bcr  forehead, 
and  seemed  the  wary,  prudent  landlady  onoe  more. 

"  I  hope  you  lite  your  room,  'Squire,"  she  cried,  in  a  tho. 
roughly,  inn-keeping  spirit.  "It's  the  very  best  in  this  house; 
though  I  'm  obliged  to  tell  Mrs.  McBrain  Ibe  same  story  as  to 
licr  apartment  But  you  have  the  best.  You  have  a  trouble 
some  neighbour  between  you,  I  'm  afrud ;  but  he  '11  not  be  there 
many  days,  and  I  do  all  I  can  to  keep  him  quiet." 

"  Ib  that  man  crasy?"  asked  the  counsellor,  rising,  perceiving 
that  he  had  no  more  to  expect  from  the  woman  just  tlien;  "or 
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Is  he  only  drank  7  I  hear  him  groan,  and  then  I  hear  hun  sw6ar; 
though  I  cannot  nnderstand  what  he  saya." 

"  He  'a  sent  here  by  his  fnenda;  and  your  wing  is  the  only 
place  we  have  to  keep  him  in.  When  a  body  is  well  pdd,  'Squire, 
I  suppose  you  know  that  the  foe  most  not  bo  forgotten?  Now, 
inn-keepers  have  fees,  as  well  as  yon  gentlemen  of  the  bar.  How 
wonderfully  Timms  is  getting  along,  Mr.  Danscomb!" 

"  I  believe  hia  practice  mcreases ;  and  they  tell  mo  ho  stands 
nest  to  Mr.  Williams  in  Duke's." 

"  He  does,  indeed ;  and  a  '  bright  particular  star,'  as  the  poet 
says,  has  he  got  to  be  I" 

"  If  be  be  a  star  at  aU,"  answered  the  couusellor,  curling  hli 
iip,  "  it  must  be  a  very  par^cular  one,  indeed.  I  am  sorry  to 
leave  you,  Mrs.  Horlon;  but  the  intermission  is  nearly  np." 

Dimscomb  gave  a  little  friendly  nod,  which  the  landlady 
retomed ;  the  former  went  hia  way  with  ungular  coolness  of 
manner,  when  it  is  remcmbeifd  that  on  him  rested  the  responu* 
bility  of  defending  a  fellow-creatore  from  the  gallowa.  What 
rendered  this  deliberadon  more  remarkable,  was  the  fact  that  ha 
bad  no  &ith  in  the  virtno  of  Mrs.  Haiton's  dream. 


r:,9,N..<ib,  Google 


CHAPTER  XXIT. 

"  WUt  thon  behold  me  sinking  in  mj  woes, 
And  will  thoD  not  reach  out  a  friendly  arm. 
To  rUBS  one  from  nmidBt  thii  plunge  of  ararow  V 

"Call  the  namee  of  the  jurors,  Mr.  Clerk,"  said  the  judge. 
"  Mr.  Sheriff,  I  do  not  see  the  prisoner  in  her  place." 

This  produced  a  sllr.  The  jurors  were  called,  and  answered 
to  their  names;  and  shortly  aStei,  Mary  Mouaon  appeared.  The 
last  was  accompanied  bj  the  ladies,  who  might  now  be  said  to 
belong  to  her  party,  though  no  one  but  herself  and  Marie  Mouha 
came  within  the  bar. 

There  was  profound  stOlness  in  the  hall,  for  it  was  felt  that 
aoit  the  issue  of  life  or  death  was  actually  approaching.  Matv 
Mooson  gazed,  not  with  disquietude  but  interest,  at  the  twelve 
men  who  were  to  decide  on  her  innocence  or  guilt — men  of 
habits  and  opinions  so  different  from  her  own —  men  so  obnoxiouB 
to  prejudices  against  those  whom  the  accidents  of  life  had  made 
objects  of  envy  or  hatred  —  men  too  much  occupied  with  the 
r-ircs  of  existence  to  penetrate  the  arcana  of  thought^  and  who 
consequently  held  their  opinions  at  the  mercy  of  others — men 
unskilled,  because  without  practice,  in  the  very  solemn  and  im. 
portanl  office  now  imposed  on  them  by  the  law — men  who  might 
iudeed  ho  trusted,  so  long  as  they  would  defer  to  the  court  and 
reason,  but  who  were  terrible  and  dangerous,  when  they  listened, 
as  is  too  apt  to  be  the  case,  to  the  suggestions  of  their  own  ip^  ■ 
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/raises,  ignorance  and  prcjndioe.  Yet  these  men  were  Muy 
Monson's  peers,  in  the  eyes  of  the  law — would  have  been  so 
viewed  and  accepted  in  a  case  involving  the  feelings  and  practicea 
of  social  castes,  about  which  thej  knew  absolutely  nothing,  or, 
what  is  worse  than  nothing,  a  vei^.  little  through  the  medium  of 
misrepresentation  And  mistaken  conclusions. 

It  ia  the  fashion  to  extol  the  institution  of  the  juiy.  Our  own 
esperience,  bj  no  means  trifling,  as  foreman,  as  suitor,  and  as  a 
disinterested  spectator,  does  not  lead  us  to  coincide  in  this  opi-, 
nion.  A  narrative  of  the  corrupt^  misguided,  partial,  pr^udiced, 
or  ignorant  conduct  that  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  in  these 
bodies,  would  make  a  legend  of  its  own.  The  power  that  most 
mbteads  such  men,  is  one  unseen  by  themselves,  half  the  time, 
end  is  consequently  so  much  the  more  dangerous.  The  feelings 
of  neighbourhood,  political  hostility,  or  party  animosities,  are 
among  the  commonest  evils  that  justice  has  to  encounter,  when 
brought  in  contact  with  tribunals  thus  composed.  Then  come 
the  feelings  engendered  by  so<aal  castes,  an  inexhaustible  source 
of  e^l  pas^ons.  Mary  Monson  had  been  told  of  the  risks  she 
ran  from  that  soorce;  though  she  had  also  been  told,  and  with 
great  truth,  that  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  God  still  remains  in  the 
bearta  and  minda  of  men,  as  to  render  a  majority  of  those  who 
were  to  be  the  arbiters  of  her  fate  conscientioos  and  careful  in  a 
capital  case.  Perhaps,  as  a  rule,  the  singularity  of  his  situation, 
with  a  man  who  finds  himself,  for  the  first  time,  sitting  as  a  juror 
in  a  trial  for  a  human  life,  is  one  of  llie  most  avnihible  correctives 
of  his  native  tendencies  to  do  evil. 

"  Mr.  District  Attorney,  are  you  ready  to  proceed  ?"  inquired 
the  judge. 

This  functionary  rose,  bowed  to  the  court  and  jury,  and  eom- 
uenced  his  opening.  His  manner  was  unpretending,  natural, 
md  solemn.  Although  high  talent  and  ori^nal  thought  are  very 
rare  in  this  country,  as  they  are  everywhere  else,  there  is  a  vast 
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fimd  of  iotellecli  of  a  Becondary  order,  ever  at  the  cotmnwd  of 
trhe  public.  The  District  Attorney  of  Buke'a  vta  a  liviog  witness 
of  this  truth.  He  saw  all  within  his  reach  clearly,  and,  posaess- 
ing  great  experience,  he  did  his  dul^,  on  this  oocafflon,  in  a  very 
creditable  manner.  No  attemfft  was  made  to  awaken  prejudioe 
of  any  Bort  agadnat  the  accused.  She  was  presented  by  the  grand 
inquest,  and  it  was  his  and  their  painful  duty,  including  his 
honour  on  the  bench,  to  investigate  this  matter,  and  make  a 
,  solemn  decision,  on  their  oaths.  Mary  Monaon  waa  entitled  la 
a  fair  hearing,  to  all  the  advantages  that  tlie  lenity  of  the  crimi- 
nal law  of  a  very  humane  Bt&t«  d  Bodety  coold  afibrd,  and  "  fbi 
God's  sake  let  her  be  acquitted  should  the  State  fail  to  establish 
her  guUtl" 

Mr.  District  Attorney  ttien  proceeded  to  give  a  narrative  of 
the  events  as  he  suppoeed  them  to  have  occurred.  He  spoke  of 
the  Goodwins  as  "poor,  but  honest"  people,  a  sort  of  iUustration 
(bat  is  in  much'  favour,  and  deservedly  so,  when  true.  "It 
aeema,  gentlemen,"  the  Diatrict  Attorney  continued,  "  tliat  the 
wife  had  a  propensity,  or  a  &ncy,  to  collect  gold  [neces,  no  doubt 
ns  a  store  against  iJie  wants  of  age.  This  money  was  kept  ir.  a 
stocking,  according  to  the  practice  of  country  ladies,  and  was 
often  exhibited  to  the  neighbours.  We  may  have  occasion,  gen- 
tlemen, to  show  you  that  some  fitiecn  or  twen^  persons,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  have  seen  and  handled  this  gold.  You  need  not 
be  told  what  natural  curiouty  is,  but  must  all  know  how  closely 
persons  Gtlle  accustomed  to  see  money  of  this  sort^  would  be  apt 
to  examine  the  more  rare  pieces,  in  partJcnlar.  There  happened 
to  be  several  of  these  pieces  among  the  gold  of  Mrs.  Goodwin ; 
and  one  of  them  was  an  Italian  or  a  Dutch  coin,  of  the  value  of 
four  dollars,  which  commonly  goes  by  the  name  of  the  king  whose 
likeness  is  on  the  piece.  This  Dnteh  or  Italian  coin,  no  mattei 
which,  or  William,  woa  aeen,  and  handled,  and  ezunhtad  hi 
aeveral  persona,  x-  we  shall  show  y.ra. 
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"  Now,  geuHemen,  the  stocking  that  contained  the  gold  coins, 
vnu  kept  in  a  bureau,  which  bureau  waa  saved  from  the  fire,  with 
aU  iU  contents :  but  the  stocking  and  the  gold  were  missing  I 
ITicse  fao  Is  will  be  shown  to  jon  by  proof  that  puta  them  beyond 
tt  jjerodventure.  We  shall  next  show  to  yon,  gentlemen,  tiat  on 
&  public  examiuation  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  the  contents  of 
her  purse  were  laid  open,  and  the  Dutch  or  Italian  com  I  have 
mentioned  waa  found,  along  with  more  than  a  hundred  dollar; 
of  other  pieces,  which  being  in  American  coin,  cannot  so  readily 


"  The  prosecution  relies,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  proof  that 
will  be  offered  in  connection  with  this  piece  of  money,  to  esta- 
blish the  guilt  of  the  prisoner.  We  are  aware  that,  when  this 
piece  of  money  was  found  on  her  person,  she  affirmed  it  waa 
hers ;  that  she  had  been  possessed  of  two  such  pieces,  and  that 
the  one  seen  in  Mrs.  Qoodwin'a  stooking  had  been  a  present  irom 
herself  to  that  unfortunate  woman. 

"  Gentlemen,  if  persons  accused  of  crimes  could  vindicate 
themsolveB  by  their  own  naked  statements,  there  would  be  very 
few  oonvietions.  Beason  tells  us  that  proof  must  be  met  by 
proof.  Asscrtdons  wiU  not  be  received,  aa  ag^nst  the  accused, 
uor  will  they  be  taken  in  her  favour.  Tour  own  good  sense  will 
tell  you,  gentlemen,  tliat  if  it  be  shown  that  Dorothy  Goodwin 
possessed  this  particular  piece  of  gold,  valued  it  highly,  and  was 
in  the  practice  of  hoarding  all  the  gold  she  could  lay  her  hands 
on  lawfully;  that  the  said  Dorothy  Goodwin's  residence  waj 
burned,  she  herself  murdered  by  a  savage  and  cruel  blow  or  blows 
on  the  occiput,  or  bead;  that  Mary  Monson,  the  prisoner  at  tbo 
bar,  knew  of  the  existence  of  this  little  stock  of  gold  coins,  bad 
Been  it,  handled  it,  and  doubtless  coveted  it ;  residing  in  the  same 
bouse,  with  easy  access  to  the  bedside  of  the  unhappy  couple, 
with  easy  aceees  to  the  bureau,  to  the  keys  which  opened  that 
bureau,  for  its  drawers  were  found  locked,  josl.  at  Mrs.  Ooodnin 
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ires  ill  the  habit  of  leaving  &em; — but,  gentlemen,  if  all  |U> 
he  shown  to  yon,  and  ve  then  trace  the  aforesaid  piece  or  o<nn  to 
the  pocket  of  Mary  MonsoD,  we  make  out  a  prima  facie  case  o'' 
guilt,  aa  I  couceive ;  a  case  ibat  will  throw  on  her  the  omu  of 
showing  that  she  came  in  poesessiou  of  the  Kud  piece  of  coin 
lawfully,  and  by  no  improper  meoaa.  Failing  of  this,  your  duty 
will  be  plain. 

"  It  is  incumbent  on  the  prosecudon  to  make  out  its  case, 
citber  by  direct  proof,  on  the  oaths  of  credible  witnesses,  or  by 
such  circumstances  as  shall  leave  no  doubt  in  your  minds  of  the 
guilt  of  the  accnsed.  It  is  also  incumbent  that  we  show  that  the 
crimes,  of  which  the  prisoner  is  accused,  have  been  committed, 
and  committed  by  her. 

"  Gentlemen,  we  shall  offer  you  this  proof.  We  shall  show 
you  that  the  skeletons  of  which  I  havo  spoken,  and  which  lie 
ander  that  pall,  sad  remans  of  a  most  ruthless  scene,  are  beyond 
all  question  the  skeletons  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin.  Thia 
will  be  shown  to  yon  by  proof;  though  all  who  knew  the  parties, 
con  almost  sec  the  likeness  in  these  sad  relics  of  mortality.  Fo 
t«r  Goodwin,  as  will  be  shown  to  you,  was  a  very  short,  but 
sturdy  man,  while  Dorothy,  his  wife,  was  a  woman  of  large  size. 
The  skeletons  meet  this  description  exactly.  They  were  found 
on  (be  charred  wood  of  the  bedstead  the  unhappy  couple  habitu- 
ally used,  and  on  the  very  spot  where  they  had  passed  so  many 
previous  nights  in  security  and  peace.  Everything  goes  to  cor- 
roborate the  identity  of  the  persons  whose  remains  have  been 
found,  and  I  regret  it  should  be  my  duty  to  add,  that  everything 
goes  to  fasten  the  guilt  of  these  murders  on  tho  prisoner  at  th ) 
bar. 

■'Gentlemen,  although  we  rely  mainly  on  the  possession  of 
the  Dutch  or  Italian  coin,  no  matter  which,  to  establish  the  case 
for  the  state,  we  shall  offer  you  a  great  deal  of  sustaining  and 
seoondaiy  proof    In  the  first  place,  the  fact  that  a  female,  youti|^ 
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tiAndBouio,  veil,  nay,  expensi'.el;  educated,  conuDg  from  nobodj 
rfuows  whioce,  to  go  nobody  knows  whither,  should  Buddeal; 
appear  iu  a  place  as  retired  as  the  bouse  of  Peter  Goodwin,  why 
DO  one  can  say,  are  in  themselves  very  suspicious.  Gentlemen, 
'  all  is  not  gold  tbat  glitters.'  Many  a  man,  and  many  a  woman, 
in  places  large  as  New  York,  are  not  what  they  seem  to  be. 
They  dress,  and  laugh,  and  sing,  and  appear  to  be  among  the 
gayest  of  the  gay,  when  they  do  not  know  where  to  lay  their 
beads  at  night.  Large  towns  are  moral  blotches,  they  say,  on 
the  Cice  of  the  community,  and  they  conceal  many  things  that 
nil!  not  bear  the  light.  Frcm  one  of  these  large  townsj  it  is  to 
be  presumed  from  her  dress,  manners,  education,  amusements, 
and  all  belonging  to  ber,  came  Mary  Monson,  to  ask  an  asylum 
in  the  dwelling  of  the  Qoodwins.  Gentlemen,  why  did  she 
fome  ?  Had  she  heard  of  the  hoard  of  Mrs.  Goodwin,  lud  did 
she  crave  the  possesion  of  the  gold  T  These  questions  it  will  be 
TOUT  dnty  to  answer  in  your  verdist.  Should  the  reply  be  in  the 
affirmative,  yon  obtun,  at  once,  a  direct  clue  to  the  motives  for 
the  murder. 

"  Among  the  coUatcral  proof  that  will  be  offiired  are  ttu  fol- 
'owing  ciroum stances,  to  which  I  now  ask  your  particular  atten- 
tion, in  order  that  yon  may  give  to  the  testimony  its  proper  value. 
It  will  be  shown  that  Mary  Monson  had  a  largu  sum  in  gold  in 
her  possession,  afier  the  arson  and  murdtrs,  and  consequently 
afier  the  robbery,  but  no  one  knew  of  her  having  any  before. 
[t  wilt  be  shown  that  she  has  money  in  abundance,  scattering  it 
right  and  left,  as  ne  suppose  to  procure  ber  acquittal,  and  this 
money  we  believe  she  took  from  the  bureau  of  Mrs.  Goodwin  — 
how  much,  is  not  known.  It  is  thought  that  the  sum  was  very 
!ai^ ;  the  gold  alone  amounted  to  near  a  thousand  dollars,  and 
two  witnesses  will  tesdfy  to  a  still  larger  amount  in  bank  notes. 
The  Qoodwins  talked  of  purchasing  a  farm,  valued  at  five  thou- 
ttnd  dollars  j  and  as  they  were  known  never  to  run  in  deb^  tho 


fair  iuference  is,  tli&t  thej  must  liave  hod  at  kast  that  gum  b} 
them.  A  legacy  was  left  Borotlij  Ooodwiu  within  the  last  ax 
months,  which  we  hear  was  very  oon^erable,  and  we  hope  tc 
be  able  to  put  a  witness  on  the  stand  who  wilt  tell  you  aL 
&bout  it 

"  But,  gentlemen,  a  circumstance  worthj  of  all  attention  in  an 
iDvcetigation  like  this,  is  connected  with  an  answer  to  tiua  ques- 
tion— Who  ia  MaiyMonson?  What  are  her  parentage,  birth- 
place, occupation,  and  place  of  reddenee  ?  Why  did  she  come 
to  Biberry  at  all  ?  In  a  word,  what  is  her  past  history  ?  Let 
this  be  satisfactorily  explained,  and  a  great  step  is  taken  lowardd 
her  vindication  from  these  moat  grave  charges.  Shall  we  have 
witnesses  to  character  ?  No  one  will  be  happier  to  listen  to  them 
than  myself.  My  duty  is  far  from  pleasant.  I  ^ncerely  hope 
the  prisoner  will  find  lawful  means  to  convince  you  of  her  inno- 
cence. There  is  not  one  within  the  walls  of  this  building  who 
will  hear  such  a  verdict,  if  suBtained  by  law  and  Evidence,  with 
ijrcatcr  pleasure  than  it  will  be  heard  bj  me." 

After  pursuing  this  vein  some  time  longer,  the  worthy  func- 
tionary of  thb  stat«  showed  a  little  of  that  cloven  ^t  which 
seems  to  grow  on  all,  even  to  the  cleanest  heels,  who  look  to  the 
pojiular  voice  for  preferment.  No  matter  who  the  man  is,  rich 
or  poor,  young  or  old,  foolish  or  wise,  he  bows  down  before  the 
idol  of  Numbers,  and  there  worships.  Votes  being  the  one  thing 
wanted,  must  be  bought  by  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  conscience. 
Now  it  is  by  wild,  and,  half  the  time,  impracticable  schemes  of 
philanthropy,  that  while  they  seem  to  work  good  to  the  majority, 
«re  quit«  likely  to  disregard  the  righteof  the  minority;  now  they 
are  flourishes  against  negro  slavery,  or  a  revolution  in  favour  of 
(he  oppressed  inhabitants  of  Grim-Tartaiy,  of  the  real  Btat«  of 
which  country  we  are  all  as  ignorant  as  ite  inhabitants  are  igno- 
rant of  us;  now,it's  an  exemption  law,  to  enable  a  man  to  e» 
cape  from  the  payment  of  bis  just  debts,  directly  in  the  teeth  at 
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ih^  sound  policy,  not  to  saj  morality,  that  if  a  man  owe  be 
l^1louId  Lc  made  to  pay  as  long  as  he  has  aaythiug  to  do  it  with; 
iiow,  it  is  a  hyma  in  praise  of  a  liberty  that  the  poet  ueithei: 
comprcheuds  nor  cares  to  look  into  farther  than  may  suit  his  own 
itelGsh  patriotism;  and  now,  it  is  some  other  of  the  thousand 
modes  adopted  by  the  designing  to  delude  the  masses  and  advanoe 


On  this  occasion  the  District  Attorney  was  very  cautious,  but 
ho  showed  the  cloven  foot.  He  paid  a  passing  tribute  to  tha 
god  of  Numbers,  worshipped  before  the  hierarchy  of  votes. 
"  Gentlemen,"  he  continued,  "  like  myself,  yon  are  plaiu,  unpre- 
tending citizens.  Neither  you,  nor  your  ^ves  and  daughters, 
speak  in  foieigu  tongues,  or  play  on  foreign  instruments  of  mufio. 
We  have  been  brought  up  in  repubKcan  simplicity,  [God  bless 
it !  say  we,  could  we  ever  meet  with  it,]  aud  lay  no  cl^ms  te  su- 
periority of  any  sort  Our  place  is  in  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  there  we  ate  content  to  remiun-  We  shall  pay  no  respect 
to  dress,  accomplishments,  foreign  languages,  or  fureigu  music; 
but,  the  evidence  sustaining  us,  will  show  the  world  tbat  the  law 
irowns  as  well  on  the  great  as  on  the  little ;  on  the  pretending, 
as  well  as  on  the  unpretending." 

As  these  grandiose  seutiinents  were  uttered,  several  of  the  ju- 
rors half  rose  from  their  seats,  in  the  eagerness  to  hear,  and  looks 
of  approbation  passed  from  eye  to  eye.  This  was  accepted  as 
good  republican  doctrine;  no  one  there  seeing,  or  feeling,  as  taste 
and  truth  would  have  shown,  that  the  real  pretension  was  on  the 
side  of  an  exaggerated  self-estiiem,  tLat  prompted  te  resistance 
ere  resistance  was  necessary,  under  the  influence  of,  perhaps,  the 
lowest  passion  of  human  nature  —  we  allude  to  envy.  With  a 
Ktfle  more  in  the  same  vein,  the  ffistrict  Attorney  concluded  hia 
ipening. 

The  great  coolness,  not  to  say  mdifierence,  with  which  Alaiy 
Uonson  listened  to  this  speech,  was  the  mbjcct  of  general  ooiof 
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ment  among  the  memberB  of  the  bar.  At  times  sbe  bad  been 
attentive,  occasionally  belfajing  surprise  j  tbeo  indigaation  would 
just  gleam  tu  her  remarkable  eye;  but,  on  the  whole,  an  nncom- 
mon  calmness  reigned  in  her  demeanour.  She  had  prepared 
tablolB  for  notes ;  and  twice  she  wrote  in  them  as  the  Bistriot 
Attorney  proceeded.  This  was  when  he  adverted  to  her  post 
life,  and  when  he  commented  on  the  Butch  coin.  While  he  was 
speaking  of  castes,  flattering  one  set  under  the  veil  of  pretending 
humility,  and  undermining  their  opposites,  a  look  of  quiet  con- 
tempt was  apparent  in  every  feature  of  her  very  eipresMve  face. 

"  K  it  please  the  court,"  said  Dnnacomb,  rising  In  his  deli- 
berate way,  "^fore  the  prosecntdon  proceeds  with  its  witnesses, 
I  eould  wish  to  appeal  to  Qie  courtesy  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
odier  side  for  a  list  of  thor  names." 

"  I  believe  we  are  not  bound  to  furnish  any  such  list,"  an- 
swered Williams,  quickly. 

"  Perhaps  not  bound  exactly  in  law;  but,  jt  strikes  me,  bound 
in  justice.  This  is  a  trial  ,for  a  life ;  the  proceedings  are  insti- 
tuted by  the  Stale.  The  object  is  justice,  not  vengeance  —  the 
protection  of  society,  through  the  agency  of  an  impartial,  though 
stern  justice.  The  State  cannot  wish  to  effect  anything  by  sur- 
prise. We  are  accused  of  murder  and  arson,  with  no  other  notioe 
of  what  is  to  be  shown,  or  Aou)  anything  is  to  be  shown,  than 
what  is  contained  in  the  bill  or  complunt.  Any  one  can  see 
how  important  it  may  be  to  us,  to  be  apprised  of  the  names  of 
the  witnessea  a  little  in  advance,  that  we  may  inquire  into  charao- 
leT  and  note  probabilities.  I  do  not  insist  on  any  right ;  but  I 
•iiik  a  favour  that  humanity  sanctions." 

"  If  it  please  the  court,"  said  Williams,  "we  have  an  important 
irust.  I  will  here  say  that  I  impute  nothing  improper  to  either 
if  the  prisoner's  counsel ;  bat  it  is  my  duty  to  suggest  the  neces- 
nty  of  our  being  cautious.  A  great  deal  of  money  has  bei'Q 
expended  already  in  this  cose ;  and  there  is  always  dan^  cf 
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vituessea  being  bought  oS.  On  bobdf  of  taj  clientj  I  protest 
against  the  demand'a  being  complied  with." 

"  The  court  has  do  objection  to  the  oonise  asked  by  the  jm- 
loner's  counsel,"  obaerved  the  judge,  "  but  cannot  direct  it  The 
State  can  never  wish  its  officers  to  be  harsh  or  exacting ;  but  it 
ia  thar  duty  to  be  prudent.  Mr.  District  Attorney,  are  you  ready 
with  yourevidence?    Time  is. precious,  mt." 

The  testJmony  for  the  prosecution  was  now  offered.  We  shall 
merely  advert  to  most  of  it,  reserving  our  details  for  those  wit- 
nesses on  whom  the  causo  might  be  said  to  turn.  Two  very 
decent-looking  and  well-behaved  men,  farmers  who  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  Biberry,  were  put  on  the  stand  to  establish  the  leading 
heads  of  the  case.  They  had  known  Peter  and  Dorothy  Good* 
win;  had  often  stopped  at  the  house;  and  were  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  the  old  couple,  as  neighbours.  Kemembered  the 
fire — was  prraent  at  it,  towards  its  close.  Saw  the  prisoner  there ; 
saw  her  descend,  by  a  ladder;  and  assisted  in  saving  her  effects. 
Several  trunks,  carpet-bags,  bandboxes,  writing-desks,  mo^cal 
instruments,  &o.  &o.  All  were  saved.  "  It  seemed  lo  them  thai 
they  had  been  placed  near  the  windowt,  in  a  way  lo  be  handy." 
After  the  fire,  bad  never  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  old  man 
imd  his  wife,  unless  two  skeletons  that  had  been  found  were  their 
skeletons.  Supposed  them  to  be  the  skeletons  of  Peter  Goodwin 
and  his  wife"  —  Here  the  remains  were  for  the  first  time  on  that 
trial  exposed  to  view.  "  Those  are  the  same  skeletons,  should 
say  — had  no  doubt  of  it;  they  are  about  the  dze  of  the  old 
couple.  The  husband  was  short;  the  wife  tall.  Little  or  no 
difference  in  their  height.  Had  never  seen  the  stocking  or  the 
gold ;  but  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  of  them,  having  lived 
Qeor  neighbours  to  the  Goodwins  five-and-twenty  years." 

Dunscomb  conducted  the  oross-esaminatdon.  He  was  close, 
Jifcriminatjng,  and  jndiuous.  Separating  the  hearsay  and  gossip 
trom  the  facts  knowa,  he  at  once  threw  the  former  to  the  winds, 
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as  matter  not  to  be  received  hj  the  jxay.  We  sliall  fpy^  «  few 
of  his  quesldons  and  their  tmswera  that  have  a  bearing  on  tUe 
more  material  points  of  tlie  triaL 

"  I  onderatand  you  to  say,  witness,  that  yon  knew  boti  Petej 
Goodwin  and  his  wife?" 

"I  did  —  I  knew  ttom  well  —  saw  thein  almost  ovetj  day  if 
my  life." 

"For  how  long  a  time?" 

"Thia  many  a, day.  For  five-and-twenty  years,  or  a  littk 
more." 

"  WiU  you  say  that  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  Peter 
Goodwin  and  his  wife  daily,  or  almost  dmly,  for  five^and-twenty 
years?" 

"  If  not  right  down  daily,  quite  often ;  as  often  as  once  ai 
twice  a  week,  eertwnly." 

"  Is  thia  material,  Mt.  Dnnscomb  ?' '  inquired  the  judge.  "  The 
time  of  the  court  is  very  precious." 

"  It  is  material,  yonr  honour,  as  showing  the  looseness  with 
which  witnesses  testify ;  and  aa  serving  to  caution  the  jury  how 
they  receive  Iheir  evidence.  The  opening  of  the  prosecution 
shows  us  that  if  the  charge  is  to  be  made  out  at  all  against  the 
prisoner,  it  is  to  be  made  out  on  purely  circumstantial  evidence. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  any  one  saw  Mary  Monson  kill  thb 
Goodwins;  but  the  crime  is  to  be  inferred  from  a  series  of  colla- 
teral facta,  that  will  be  laid  before  the  court  and  jury.  I  think 
your  honour  will  see  how  important  it  is,  under  the  drcum<ttances, 
to  analyze  the  testimony,  even  ou  points  that  may  not  seem  to 
bear  directly  on  the  imputed  crimes.  If  a  witness  testify  loosely, 
the  jury  ought  to  be  made  to  see  it.  I  have  a  life  to  defend,  your 
honour  will  remember." 

"  Proceed,  sir;  the  court  will  grant  you  the  widest  latitude." 

"  Yon  now  say,  as  often  aa  once  or  twice  a  week,  witoen  j  tm 
tcflectioD,  will  you  swear  to  even  Ihalf" 
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"  Well,  if  not  twice,  I  am  sure  I  can  say  once." 

BuDBOomb  was  satisfied  witli  this  answer,  which  went  to  show 
hat  the  witness  could  reply  a  little  at  random,  and, was  not 
always  certain  of  hia  facts,  when  pressed. 

"  Are  you  certun  that  Dorothy  Goodwin  is  dead  V 

"  I  suppose  I  am  as  oertiun  as  any  of  the  neighbours," 

"  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  qoeetion.  Will  you,  and  do 
you  swear  on  your  oath,  that  Peter  Goodwin,  the  person  named 
in  the  indictment,  is  actually  dead  V 

"I'll  swear  that  I  ihink  so." 

"That  is  not  what  I  want.  Ton  see  those  skeletons — will 
you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  you  know  them  to  be  the  skeletons 
of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"I'll  swear  that  I  believe  it." 

"  That  does  not  meet  the  question.     Do  you  htoie  it  ?" 

"  How  can  I  know  it  ?  I'm  not  a  doctor,  or  a  surgeon.  No, ' 
I  do  not  absolutely  know  it.  Still,  I  believe  that  one  is  the 
skeleton  of  Peter  Goodwin,  and  the  other  the  skeleton  of  hia 
wife." 

"Which  do  yon  suppose  to  be  the  skeleton  of  Peter  Good- 
win F" 

This  qnestion  puzzled  the  witness  not  a  little.  To  the  ordinary 
eye,  there  was  scarcely  any  difference  in  the  appearance  of  these 
Bad  remains;  though  one  skeleton  had  been  ascertained  by  aotoul 
measurement  to  he  about  an  inch  and  a  half  longer  than  the 
dther.  This  fact  was  known  to  all  in  Biberry;  hut  it  was  not 
easy  to  say  which  was  which,  at  a  glance.  The  witness  took  the 
safe  course,  therefore,  of  putting  his  opinion  altogether  on  a  dif- 
ferent ground. 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  one  from  the  other,"  was  the  answer. 
'  What  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  is  this,  and  this  rally.  I 
knew  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin ;  knew  the  house  they  lived 
in ;  know  that  the  house  has  been  burnt  down,  and  that  the  old 
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folks  are  not  (.bout  their  old  ba'nta.  The  skeletons  1  never  saq 
autil  they  were  moved  from  the  place  where  they  tell  me  they 
were  found;  for  I  was  busy  helping  t^  get  the  articles  saved 
ander  cover." 

"  Then  jou  do  not  pretend  to  know  which  skeleton  is  that  of 
a  man,  or  which  that  of  a  woman  7" 

This  question  was  ingemonsly  pat,  and  had  the  effect  to  make 
gjl  the  succeeding  witnesses  sh;  on  this  point;  for  it  created  a 
belief  that  there  was  a  difference  that  might  be  recognized  bj 
tiose  who  are  skilled  in  snch  matters.  The  witness  assented  to 
the  view  of  Dunscomb;  and  having  been  so  fer  sifted  as  to  show 
he  knew  no  more  than  all  tbe  rest  of  the  neighbours,  be  was 
suffered  to  quit  the  stand.  The  result  was  that  very  little  was 
actually  established  by  means  of  this  testimony.  It  was  evident 
that  the  jury  was  now  on  the  alert,  and  not  disposed  to  recoivn 
nil  that  was  said  as  gospel. 

The  nest  point  was  to  make  ont  all  the  known  facts  of  the 
fire,  and  of  the  finding  of  the  skeletons.  The  two  witnesses  jost 
examineii  bad  seen  the  close  of  the  fire,  had  beard  of  the  skele- 
tons, but  had  said  very  little  more  to  the  purpose.  Bunscomb 
thought  it  might  be  well  to  throw  in  a  hint  to  this  effect  in  the 
present  state  of  the  case,  as  he  now  did  by  remarking — 

"  I  trust  that  the  District  Attorney  wiU  see  precisely  where  ht 
stands.  All  that  ha^  yet  been  shown  by  legal  proof  are  the  facta 
ib^  there  were  such  persons  as  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin; 
facta  we  are  not  at  all  disposed  to  deny " 

"  And  that  they  have  not  appeared  in  the  flesh  since  the  night 
of  the  fire  ?"  put  in  Williams. 

"Not  te  the  witnesses;  but,  to  how  many  others,  does  not 
appear." 

"  Does  the  learned  counsel  mean  to  set  up  the  defence  that 
Qoodwia  and  hia  wife  are  not  dead?" 

"It  is  for  the  prosecution  to  fJiow  the  contrarv  affirmatively. 
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[f  it  be  80,  it  is  fair  to  preaume  they  can  do  it.  All  1  now  bon- 
tend  for,  is  the  fact  that  we  have  no  proof  aa  yet  that  either  is 
dead.  We  have  proof  that  the  house  was  burnt;  but  we  are 
now  traversing  an  indictment  for  murder,  and  not  that  for  arson. 
Ab  yet,  it  strikes  me,  therefore,  nothing  material  has  be«n  shown." 

"  It  is  certMnly  material,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  that  there  shonld 
have  been  such  persons  as  the  Goodwins,  and  that  they  have  dis- 
ftppoared  since  the  night  of  the  fire ;  and  tbis  much  is  proved, 
unless  yon  impeach  the  witnesses,"  observed  the  judge. 

"  Well,  ^,  that  much  we  are  not  disposed  to  deny.  There 
were  such  persons  as  the  Goodwins,  and  they  have  disappeared 
&om  the  neighbourhood.     We  believe  that  much  ourselves." 

"  Crier,  call  Peter  Bacon." 

Bacon  came  forward,  dressed  in  an  entire  new  suit  of  clothes,  and 
appearing  much  more  respectable  than  was  his  wont  This  man's 
testimony  was  almost  word  for  word  as  it  has  already  been  ^ven 
in  the  coroner's  inquest  He  established  the  facta  of  the  fire, 
about  which  there  could  be  no  pmdent  contention  indeed,  and  of 
the  finding  of  the  skeletons;  for  he  had  been  one  of  those  who 
aided  in  first  searching  the  ruins  for  the  remains.  This  mnn  told 
his  story  in  an  extremely  vulgar  dialect,  as  we  have  had  already 
occa^on  to  show;  but  in  a  very  clear,  distinct  manner.  He 
meant  to  tell  the  truth,  and  succeeded  reasonably  well;  for  it 
does  not  occur  to  all  who  have  the  same  upright  intentions  to 
efiect  their  purposes  as  well  as  he  did  himself.  Dunsoomb's 
cross-examination  was  very  brief;  for  he  percuved  it  was  useless 
to  attempt  to  deny  what  had  been  thus  proved. 

"  Jane  Pope"  — called  out  the  Jfistrict  Attorney  —  "Is  Mrs. 
Jane  Pope  in  court?" 

The  widow  Pope  was  on  the  spot,  and  ready  and  wilting  to 
answer.  She  removed  her  bonnet,  took  the  oath,  and  was  shown 
CO  the  scat  with  which  it  is  usual  to  accommodate  persons  of 
bei  sex.  «  *     _ 
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"  Yom  jiame,"  said  Dunscomb,  holding  his  pen  over  ttie  papet, 

"Pope — Jane  Pope  «oce  my  marriage;  bo6  Jane  Anderson 
from  my  parents." 

Dunscomb  listened  politely,  but  recorded  no  more  than  Ibe 
HppellatioD  of  the  widow.  Mra.  Pope  now  proceeded  to  tell  bei 
Btory,  which  she  did  reasonably  well,  tbongh  not  without  a  good 
deal  of  unnecesaary  amplitude,  and  Bome  slight  oontradictdoDB. 
It  waa  her  intention,  also,  to  tell  nothing  but  the  truth ;  but 
persons  whose  tongues  move  as  nimbly  as  that  of  this  woman's, 
do  not  always  know  exactly  what  they  do  say.  Dunscomb  de- 
tected tbe  contradictions ;  but  he  had  the  tact  to  see  their  cause, 
saw  that  they  were  not  material,  and  wisely  abstained  from  con- 
founding whateTer  of  jnslice  there  was  in  the  defence  with  points 
that  the  jury  bad  probably  soScient  sagacity  to  see  were  of  no 
great  moment.  He  made  no  note,  therefore,  of  these  little  over- 
sights, and  allowed  the  woman  to  tell  bsr  whole  story  nninter 
rupted.  When  it  came  to  his  turn  to  cross-examine,  however, 
the  duty  of  so  doing  was  not  neglected. 

."  You  say,  Mm.  Pope,  that  you  had  often  seen  the  stocking  in 
which  Mrs.  Qoodwin  kept  her  gold.  Of  what  material  was  that 
stocking?" 

"  Wool — ^yes,  of  blue  woollen  yam,  A  stocking  knit  by  hand, 
and  very  damy," 

"  Should  you  know  the  stocking,  Mrs.  Pope,  were  you  to  seo 
it  again?" 

"  I  think  I  might  Dolly  Goodwin  and  I  looked  over  the 
gold  together  more  than  once ;  and  the  stocking  got  to  be  a  sort 
of  acqii^ntanoe." 

"  Was  this  it  ?"  continued  Dunscomb,  taking  a  stocking  of  the 
sort  described  from  Timma,  who  sat  ready  to  produce  the  artiole 
at  the  proper  moment. 

"  If  it  please  the  court,"  cried  Williams,  rising  in  haste,  and 
preparing  eagerly  to  interrupt  the  esominatiou. 
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■'  Tour  pardon,  air,"  put  in  Dunscomb,  with  greal  ttclf-com- 

mani],  but  very  firmly — "words  must  not  be  put  intj  the  wit- 
ness's mouth,  nor  ideas  into  her  head.  Slie  has  awom,  may  it 
pleaae  your  honour,  to  a  certain  stocking;  which  stocking  she 
described  in  her  examination  in  chief;  and  we  now  aak  her  if 
this  is  that  stocking.  All  this  is  regular,  I  believe ;  and  I  trust 
we  are  not  to  be  interrupted." 

" Go  on,  air,"  said  the  judge;  "the  prosecution  will  not  in- 
terrupt the  defence.     But  time  is  very  predoua."  ^ 

"la  this  the  stocking?"  repeated  Dunscorab. 

The  woman  examined  the  stocking,  looking  inside  anJ  out, 
taming  it  over  and  over,  and  casting  many  a  curious  glance  at 
the  places  that  had  been  mended. 

"  It 's  dreadful  damey,  isn't  it  f "  she  S^d,  looking  inquiringly 
tX  the  counsellor. 

"  It  is  as  you  aee.  Ma'am.    I  have  made  no  alteration  in  it." 

"  I  declare  I  believe  this  i»  the  very  stocking." 

"  At  the  proper  time,  your  honour,  we  shall  ahow  that  this  ia 
not  the  stocking,  if  indeed  there  ever  was  such  a  stocking  at  all," 
said  Timms,  rolling  up  the  article  in  queationj  and  handing  it  to 
the  clerk  to  keep. 

"  You  saw  a  certain  piece  of  gold,  you  say,"  resumed  Duns- 
comb,  "  which  piece  of  gold  I  nnderstand  you  to  say  was  afte> 
wards  found  in  the  pocket  of  Maiy  Monson.  Will  yon  have  the 
goodness  to  say  whether  the  piece  of  gold  which  you  saw  in  Mrs. 
Goodwin's  possesion  is  among  these?" — showing  a  dozen  coins; 
"or  whether  one  resembling  it  is  here?" 

The  woman  was  greatly  puzzled.  She  meant  to  be  honest ; 
had  told  no  more  than  was  true,  with  the  exception  of  the  little 
embellishments  that  her  propensity  to  ima^ne  and  i^k  rendered 
almost  unavoidable;  but,  for  the  life  of  her,  she  could  not  dia- 
lingnish  the  piece  of  money,  or  its  counterpart.  After  examining 
the  coina  for  several  minutes  ahe  frankly  admitted  her  ignorance 
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"  It  ia  scarcely  uecesBaiy  to  continue  tliis  cros&examinatioD,'' 
eaid  OUnaoomb,  looking  at  his  wat«b.  "  I  shaU  aak  tlie  court  to 
adjourn,  and  to  adjourn  over  until  morning.  We  have  reached 
the  hour  for  lighting  candles ;  but  we  haye  agents  out  in  quest 
of  most  important  witDeseeB;  aud  we  ask  the  loss  of  this  ereniug 
as  a  fa\our.  It  can  make  no  great  difierence  as  tii  the  length  of 
the  trial;  and  the  jurors  will  be  all  the  fresher  for  a  good  night's 
rest." 

The  court  acquiesced,  and  allowed  of  the  adjournment,  ^ving 
the  jury  the  usual  charge  about  convorang  or  making  up  their 
opinions  untjl  they  had  heard  the  whole  testimony;  a  charge 
that  both  Williams  and  Timma  took  very  good  care  to  render  of 
no  use  in  several  instances,  or  aa  regarded  p^trticular  individuals 

A  decided  impression  was  made  in  fevour  of  the  prisoner  bj 
tliB.  Pope's  lailure  t^  distinguish  the  piece  of  money.  In  her 
oxamination  in  chief  she  saw  no  difSculty  in  recogniaing  the 
single  piece  then  shown  to  her,  and  which  was  the  Dutch  coin 
actually  found  in  Mary  Monson's  purse ;  bul^  when  it  was  put 
among  a  dozen  others  resembling  it,  more-  or  less,  she  lost  all 
confidence  in  herself,  and,  to  a  ccrt^n  point,  completely  broke 
down  as  a  witness.  But  Dunscomb  saw  that  the  battle  had  not 
;et  in  truth  begun.  What  had  passed  was  merely  the  skinnish- 
ing  of  light  troops,  feeling  the  way  for  the  advance  of  the  heavy 
oolumna  and  tho  artilleiy  that  were  to  decide  the  fortunes  <tf  the 
lay. 
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CHAPTER  XXm 

"  Tip  the  iriuBt  iTBj,  Dpon  all  tender  topics,  to  be  silent;  fit  be  who 
t^kog  D]  on  bimaelf  to  defend  a  lady's  repulalion,  only  publiaheB  her  ft 
roDTB  to  the  world."  —  CtnrUitrland. 

Tjrz  wing  of  "  Horton's  Inn"  that  contained  the  room  of  Buns 
BOmb,  woa  of  conaiderable  extent,  having  qoite  a  dozen  ixwnui  in 
it,  though  mostly  of  the  diminutive  wzo  of  aa  American  tavern 
bed-EOom.  The  best  apartment  in  it,  one  with  two  windows,  and 
of  some  dimensions,  was  that  appropriated  to  the  counsellor. 
The  doctor  and  his  parly  had  a  parlour,  with  two  bcd-rooma  j 
while,  between  these  and  the  room  occupied  by  Dunscomb,  was 
diat  of  the  troublesome  guest — the  individual  who  was  siud  to 
be  insane-  Most  of  the  remainder  of  the  wing,  which  was  much 
the  moet  quiot  and  retired  portion  of  the  house,  was  used  for  a 
better  class  of  bed-rooma.  There  were  two  rooma,  however,  that 
the  provideDce  of  Horton  and  his  wife  had  set  apart  for  a  very 
different  purpose.  These  were  small  parlours,  in  which  the  iui< 
tiated  smoked,  drank,  and  played. 

Nothing  sooner  indicates  the  school  in  which  a  man  has  been 
educated,  than  his  modes  of  seeking  amusement  One  who  has 
been  accustomed  to  see  innocent  relaxatjou  inuocenily  indulged, 
from  childhood  up, 'is  rarely  tempted  to  abase  those  habits  which 
have  never  been  associated,  in  his  mind,  with  notions  of  guilt, 
ind  which,  in  themselves,  necessarily  imply  no  moral  delinquency. 
Among  the  liberal,  cards,  dancing,  muuo,  all  games  of  aV'll  and 
chance  that  can  interest  the  cultivated,  and  drinkiiig,  in  raodera 


tdon  and  of  Hoit&ble  liquors,  convey  no  ideaa  of  wrong  doiLg  As 
they  hare  been  accustomed  to  tliem  &om  early  life,  and  have 
seen  them  practised  with  decomm  and  a  due  regard  to  the  habila 
of  refinea  Bocietyj  there  b  no  reason  for  concealment  or  consci^ns- 
cess.  On  the  other  hand,  an  exaggerated  morality,  which  has 
Uie  temeri^  to  enlarge  tlie  circle  of  sin  beyond  the  booncls  f<a 
which  it  can  find  any  otiher  warranty  tlian  its  own  metaphyseal 
inferences,  ia  vety  apt  to  create  a  Petitions  conscience,  that  almosi 
invariably  takes  refage  in  that  vilest  of  all  delinqnency — direct 
hypocrisy.  This,  we  take  it,  is  the  reason  that  the  reacliou  of 
ultra  godliness  so  generally  leaves  its  snbjeots  in  the  mire  and 
elonghs  of  deception  and  degradation.  The  very  Hsme  acts  as- 
same  different  characters,  in  the  hands  of  these  two  classes  of 
persons;  end  that  which  is  perfectly  innocent  with  the  first,  af 
fording  a  pleasant,  and  in  that  respect  a  nsefid  relaxation,  be- 
comes low,  Tidons,  and  dangerons  with  the  other,  hecanse  tainted 
with  the  cormpting  and  most  dangerons  practices  of  deception. 
The  private  wing  of  Horton's  inn,  to  which  there  has  been  allu- 
Hon,  furnished  an  example  in  point  of  what  we  mean,  within  two 
hours  of  the  adjournment  of  the  conrt. 

In  the  parlour  of  Mrs.  MoBmn,  late  Dunseomb's  Widow  Up- 
dyke,  as  he  used  t«  call  her,  a  little  table  was  set  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  at  which  Thmscomb  himself,  the  doctor,  his  new 
wife  and  Sarah  were  seated,  at  a  game  of  whist.  The  door  was 
not  locked,  no  countenance  manifested  either  a  secret  conscions- 
ness  of  wrong,  or  an  overweening  dtwre  to  transfer  another's 
money  to  its  owner's  pocket,  although  a  sober  sadness  might  be 
said  to  reign  in  the  par^,  the  consequence  of  the  interest  all  took 
ID  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

Within  twenty  feet  of  the  spot  just  mentioned,  and  in  the  two 
little  parlours  already  named,  was  a  very  different  set  collected. 
It  consisted  of  the  rowdies  of  tLe  bar,  perhaps  two-thirds  of  the 
reporters  in  attendance  on  Mary  nionson's  trial,  several  f 


ral  niitois 


TUB    WATS    OF    THB    HOUR.  388 

&w  ot  fire  country  dootora,  wto  had  been  Biunmoned  as  wit- 
nesBca,  and  each  other  equivocjd  gentry  as  might  aspire  to  belong 
to  a  set  as  polished  and  exolnuTe  as  that  we  aie  deaoribing.  Wo 
irill  first  ffve  a  moment's  attention  to  the  party  around  the  wliist- 
■&ble,  in  the  parlour  fiirst  desoribeiL 

"  I  do  not  think  the  prosecution  has  made  out  as  well,  to-:lay, 
all  thmgs  ocmsidered,  as  it  was  generally  supposed  it  would," 
observed  MoBrMn.  "  There  is  the  ace  of  trumps,  Miss  Sarah, 
and  if  you  can  fbllow  it  with  the  king,  we  shall  get  the  odd 
trick." 

"I  do  not  think  I  shall  follow  ii  with  anythiug,"  answered 
Sarah,  throwing  down  her  cards.  "  It  really  seems  heartless  to 
be  playiug  whist,  with  a  fellow-creature  of  onr  acqumntance  on 
trial  for  her  life." 

"  I  have  not  half  liked  the  game,"  said  the  quiet  Mrs.  McBrain, 
"  but  Mr.  BuDScomh  seemed  so  much  bent  on  a  rubber,  I  scarce 
knew  how  to  refuse  him." 

"Why,  true  enough,  Tom,"  pat  in  the  doctor,  "this  is  all 
your  doings,  and  if  tltere  be  anything  wrong  about  it,  you  will 
hare  to  bear  the  blame." 

"Play  anythiug  bnt  a  trump,  Misa  Sarah,  and  tee  get  the 
game.  You  are  quite  right,  Ned" — throwing  down  the  pack — 
"  the  prosecution  has  not  done  as  well  as  I  feared  they  might 
That  Mrs.  Pope  was  a  witness  I  dreaded,  but  her  testimony 
amounts  to  very  little,  in  itself;  and  what  she  has  said,  has  been 
pretty  well  shaken  by  her  ignorance  of  the  coin." 

"  I  really  begin  to  hope  the  unfortunate  lady  may  bo  innp- 
ccnl,"  said  the  doctor. 

"  Innocent  1"  exclaimed  Sarah  —  "  surely,  node  Nod,  you  cud 
neTOT  have  doubted  it  I" 

McBrtun  and  Dunscomb  exchanged  agnificant  glances,  and  the 
last  was  about  to  answer,  when  raising  his  eyes,  he  saw  a  strange 
from  ghde  [stealthily  into  the  room,  and  place  itself  in  a  dark  oor- 
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ner.  It  was  a  short,  sturdy  figure  of  a  man,  with  all  those  BigoB 
of  equalid  misery  in  his  conutenancQ  and  dreee  that  nsnally  do- 
note  mental  imhecilitj.  He  seemed  anxlooB  to  conceal  himself, 
and  did  succeed  in  getting  more  than  half  of  his  person  beneath 
a  shawl  of  Sarah's,  ere  he  was  seen  by  any  of  \he  party  but  the 
counsellor.  It  at  once  occurred  to  the  latter  that  this  was  the 
bdng  who  had  more  than  once  distorbed  him  by  his  noiae,  and 
who  Mrs.  Uorton  had  pretty  plainly  intimated  was  out  of  his 
mind;  though  she  had  maintained  a  singularly  discreet  silence 
fw  her,  touching  his  history  and  future  prospects.  She  believed 
"  he  had  been  brought  to  eourt  by  his  Mends,  to  get  some  order, 
or  judgment — may  be,  Ms  visit  had  sometlung  to  do  with  the  new 
code,  about  which  'Squire  Dunscomb  s^d  so  many  hard  thingB." 

A  little  scream  from  Sarah  soon  appiised  all  in  the  room  of 
the  presence  of  this  disgusting-looking  object  She  snatched 
away  her  shawl,  leaving  the  idiot,  or  madman,  or  whatever  he 
might  be,  fully  exposed  to  view,  and  retreated,  herself,  behind 
her  uncle's  chtur. 

"I  fancy  you  have  mistaken  your  room,  my  friend,"  said 
Dunscomb,  mildly.  "This,  as  you  see,  is  engaged  by  a  cardr 
party — I  take  it,  you  do  not  play." 

A  look  of  cunning  left  very  little  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
malady  with  which  this  unfortunate  being  was  afflicted.  He 
made  a  clutch  at  the  cords,  laughed,  then  drew  back,  and  begim 
to  mutter. 

"She  won't  let  me  pljy,"  mumbled  the  idiot  —  "she  never 
would." 

Whom  do  you  mean  by  she?"  asked  Bunscomb.  "Is  it  any 
one  in  this  house  —  Mrs.  Horton,  for  instance  ?" 

Another  cunning  look,  with  a  shake  of  the  head,  for  an  an* 
Ewer  in  the  negative. 

"Be  yon  'Squire  Dunsoomb,  the  great  Tork  lawyer?"  askiid 
the  stranger,  with  interest 
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"Dunscomb  is  certainly  mj  name — tboagh  I  bxve  not  thg 
pleasure  of  knowing  yours." 

"  I  haven't  got  any  name.  They  may  aek  me  firom  monung 
to  night,  and  I  won't  lelL     She  won't  let  me." 

"  By  *Ae,  you  again  mean  Mrs.  Hortea,  I  suppose  ?" 

"  No  I  don't.  Mrs.  Horton  's  a  ffood  woman ;  she  gives  me 
victuals  and  drink." 

"Tell  us  whom  you  do  mean,  then." 

"  Won't  yon  tell  ?" 

"  Not  unless  it  be  improper  to  keep  the  secret  Who  is  this 
Aef 

"Why,  she." 

"Ay,  but  who?" 

"  Mary  Uonson.  If  you  're  the  grcnt  lawyer  from  York,  tai 
they  say  you  be,  you  must  know  all  about  Mary  Moneon." 

"  This  is  very  extraordinary  I"  said  Donacomb,  regarding  his 
oompanioD,  in  snrprise.  "1  do  know  something  about  Maiy 
Monson,  but  not  all  about  her.  Can  you  tell  me  any- 
thing f" 

Here  the  stranger  advanced  a  little  from  bis  comer,  listened, 
as  if  fearful  of  being  snrprised,  then  laid  a  finger  on  hb  lip,  and 
made  the  fiuniliar  sound  for '  hnslu' 

"  Don't  let  ber  hear  you;  if  you  do,  you  may  be  sorry  for  it. 
She's  a  witehl" 

"  Poor  follow !  —  she  seems,  in  truth,  to  have  bewitched  you, 
as  I  dare  say  abe  may  have  done  many  another  man." 

*'  That  has  she  1  I  wish  you  'd  tell  me  what  I  want  to  know, 
if  you  really  be  the  great  lawyer  from  York." 

"Put  your  queatjons,  my  &iend;  I'U  endeavour  to  answer 
Ihom." 

"  Who  set  fire  to  the  house  f     Can  yon  teU  me  thai  f" 

"That  is  a  secret  yet  to  bo  discovered — do  yon  h^tpen  M 
know  anything  about  itf"  ,-.  , 
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"Do  I?- -I  think  I  do.  Ask  Mary  MonBon;  «A«  can  tell 
yon." 

All  this  was  so  rtrange,  tJiat  the  whole  party  now  gazed  at 
each  other  in  mute  astooishment;  HeBraiu  hending  bis  looks 
more  intently  on  the  stranger,  in  order  to  ascertaiQ  the  true  nv 
lure  of  the  mental  malady  with  which  lie  was  obirionsly  afflicted. 
In  some  respecta  the  disease  wore  the  appearance  of  idiocy; 
then  again  there  were  gleams  of  the  countenance  that  savoored 
of  absolute  madness. 

"  You  are  of  opinion,  then,  that  Mary  Monaon  knows  who  set 
Gre  to  the  house." 

"  Sartdn,  she  does.  I  know,  too,  but  I  won't  tell.  The; 
might  want  to  hang  me,  bb  well  as  Maiy  Monson,  if  I  told.  I 
know  too  much  to  do  anything  so  foolish.  Maty  has  s^d  they 
wooIJ  hang  me,  if  I  telL     I  don't  want  to  be  hanged,  a  bit." 

A  shudder  from  Sarah  betrayed  the  effect  of  these  words  on 
the  listeners ;  and  Mrs.  McBndu  actoally  rose  with  the  intention 
of  sending  for  her  daughter,  who  was  then  in  the  gaol,  consoling 
the  much-injured  prisoner,  as  Anna  Updyke  finnly  believed  her 
to  be,  by  ber  gentle  but  firm  Mendsbip.  A  word  from  the  doo- 
\,'/r,  however,  induced  her  to  resume  her  seat,  and  to  awtut  the 
res-ilt  with  a  greater  degree  of  patience. 

"  Mary  Monson  would  seem  to  be  a  very  prudent  counsellor," 
rejoined  Dnnscomb. 

"Yes;  but  she  isn't  the  great  counsellor  from  York — you  be 
that  gentleman,  they  tell  me." 

"  May  I  ask  who  told  you  anything  about  me  ?" 

"Nancy  Horton — and  so  did  Mary  Monson.  Nancy  said  if 
t  made  so  much  noise,  I  shonld  disturb  the  great  counsellor  from 
York,  and  he  might  get  me  hanged  for  it.  I  was  only  un^ng 
hymns,  and  they  say  it  is  good  for  folks  in  trouble  to  sing  hymns. 
If  you  be  the  grftat  counsellor  front  York,  I  wish  you  would  t(^ 
uic  one  thing.     Who  got  the  gold  that  was  in  the  atoekingf" 
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"  Do  you  happen  I«  know  anything  of  that  stocking,  or  jf  the 
gold?" 

"Do  I — "  looking  first  over  one  shoulder,  then  over  the  other, 
hnt  hedtatiog  to  proceed.    "  Will  they  hang  me,  if  I  tell  ?" 

"  I  should  think  not ;  though  I  can  only  give  you  an  opinion. 
Do  not  answer,  unless  it  be  agreeable  to  you." 

"  I  want  to  tell  —  I  want  lo  tell  all,  but  I  'in  afeard.  I  don't 
want  to  be  hanged." 

"  Well,  then,  speak  out  boldly,  and  I  will  promise  that  joi, 
shall  not  be  hanged.  Who  got  the  gold  that  was  in  th'; 
Btooking  ?" 

"Mary  Monson.  That's  the  way  she  has  got  so  much 
money." 

"  I  cannot  consent  to  leave  Anna  another  instant  in  soch  com- 
pany!"  exclumed  the  anxious  mother.  "Qo,  McBnun,  and 
bring  her  hither  at  once." 

"You  are  a  little  premature,"  coolly  remarked  Danscomb. 
"  This  is  bot  a  person  of  weak  mind;  and  too  much  importance 
should  not  be  attached  to  his  words.  Lei  us  hear  what  further 
he  may  have  to  say." 

It  was  too  late.  The  footstep  of  Mrs.  Hortoo  was  heard  in 
the  passage ;  and  the  exttaordinar;  being  vanished  as  suddenly 
and  as  stealthily  as  he  had  entered. 

"  What  can  be  made  of  thief"  HcBrain  demanded,  when  a 
moment  had  been  taken  to  reflect. 

'■Nothing,  Ned;  I  care  not  if  Williams  knew  it  all.  Tbo 
testimony  of  such  a  man  cannot  be  listened  to  for  an  inebLnt.  It 
is  wrong  in  ns  to  give  it  a  second  thought;  though  I  perceive 
that  you  do.  Half  the  mischief  in  the  world  is  caused  by  mis- 
conceptions, arising  from  a  very  numerous  family  of  causes;  one 
of  which  is  a  dispc^tjon  to  fancy  a  great  deal  from  a  little.  Do 
you  pronounce  the  man  an  idiot  —  or  la  he  a  madman?" 

"  He  does  not  strike  me  as  absolutely  either.     There  is  somt*- 
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thing  peculiar  in  hie  case;  and  I  shall  ask  permissiou  to  look 
into  it  I  suppose  we  are  done  witli  the  cards — shall  I  go  fbi 
Aunaf" 

The  ansious  mother  gave  a  ready  aeaen^;  and  McBrain  went 
'/ae  y/B.j,  while  Dnuscomb  retired  to  his  own  room,  not  without 
stopping  before  his  neighbour's  door,  whom  he  heard  muttering 
Bod  menacing  within. 

All  this  time  the  two  little  parlours  mentioned  were  receiving 
their  company.  The  law  is  doubtless  a  very  elevaied  profeBsion, 
when  its  practice  is  on  a  scale  commenaunite  with  its  true  object& 
It  becomes  a  very  different  pursuit,  however,  when  its  higher 
^alks  are  abandoned,  to  choose  a  path  amid  its  thickets  and  quag- 
mires. Perhaps  no  human  pursuit  causes  a  wider  range  of  cha- 
racter among  its  votaries,  than  the  practice  of  tiiis  profession. 
In  the  first  place,  the  difference,  in  an  intellectual  point  of  view, 
between  the  man  who  sees  only  precedents,  and  the  man  who 
sees  the  priuciples  on  which  they  are  founded,  is  as  marked  as 
the  difference  between  black  and  white.  To  this  great  distinction 
in  mind,  ia  to  be  a/lded  another  that  opens  a  still  wider  chasm, 
the  results  of  practice,  and  which  depends  on  morals.  While 
one  set  of  lawyers  turn  to  the  higher  objects  of  their  callisg, 
declining  fees  in  cases  of  obviously  questiouable  right,  and 
struggle  to  maintain  their  honesty  in  direct  collision  with  the 
world  and  its  temptations,  another,  and  much  the  largest,  &ll8 
readily  into  the  practices  of  their  craft — the  word  seems  admi- 
rably suited  to  the  subject — and  live  on,  encumbered  and  endan- 
gered not  only  by  their  own  natural  vices,  but  greatly  damaged 
by  those  that  in  a  manner  they  adopt,  as  it  might  be  ex  o^c'io. 
Ilkis  latter  course  is  unfortunately  that  taken  by  a  vast  numbei 
of  the  membera  of  the  bar  all  over  the  world,  rendering  them 
loose  in  their  social  morality,  ready  to  lend  themselves  and  their 
talents  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  causing  them  to  be  at  first 
ludifTcrent,  and  in  the  end  blind,  to  the  great  features  of  lu^ 
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and  wrong.  These  are  the  moralists  who  adv&Qce  the  doctrine 
that  "  the  adrocate  hae  a  right  to  act  a8  his  client  would  act ;" 
while  the  claaa  first  named  allow  that  "  the  advocate  has  a  right 
to  do  what  his  client  lias  a  right  to  do,"  and  no  more. 

Perhaps  there  was  not  a  single  meml>er  of  the  profession  pre- 
■iont  that  night  in  the  two  little  parlours  of  Mrs.  Horton,  who 
i-ecognized  the  latter  of  these  rules ;  or  who  did  not,  at  need, 
practise  on  the  former.  Ah  has  heen  already  said,  these  were 
the  rowdies  of  the  Duke's  county  har.  Thoy  chewed,  smoked, 
drank,  and  played,  each  and  all  coarsely.  To  things  that  were 
innocent  in  themselves  they  gave  the  aspect  of  guilt  by  their 
own  mannera.  The  doors  were  kept  locked;  even  amid  their 
coarsest  jokes,  their  ribaldt^,  their  oaths  that  were  oflcn  revolt* 
ing  and  painfully  frequent,  there  was  an  uneasy  watchfulness,  as 
if  they  feared  detection.  There  was  nothing  frank  and  manly 
in  (he  deportment  of  these  men.  Chicanery,  management,  double- 
dealing,  mixed  up  mth  the  outbreakings  of  a  coarse  standard  of 
manners,  were  visible  in  all  tbey  sud  or  did,  ezcept,  perhaps,  at 
those  moments  when  hypocrisy  was  paying  its  homage  to  virtue. 
This  hypocrisy,  however,  had  little,  or  at  most  a  very  indirect 
connectiou  with  anytihing  reli^ons.  The  offennve  o&hoots  of 
the  exaggerations  tliat  were  so  abounding  among  us  half  a  cen- 
tury once,  are  giving  place  to  hypocrisy  of  another  schooL  The 
homage  that  was  then  paid  to  principles,  however  erroneous  and 
forbidding,  is  now  pud  to  the  ballot-boxefl.  There  was  scarcely 
an  individual  around  diose  caid-tablea,  at  which  the  play  was  so 
obvionsly  for  tha  stakes  as  to  render  the  whole  scene  revolting, 
who  would  not  have  shrunk  from  having  his  amusements  known 
rt  would  'seem  as  if  oonsraenoe  consulted  taste.  Everything  was 
coarse  and  ofiensiTe ;  &e  attitudes,  oaths,  convetsatiou,  liquors, 
ind  even  the  manner  of  drinking  them.  Apart  frvm  the  dialogue, 
jttle  was  absolutely  done  that  might  not  have  been  made  to  lose 
most  of  its  repulsiveness,  by  adopting  a  higher  school  of  manners  ■ 
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but  of  tbis  th  JBe  sdons  of  a  noble  stook  knew  no  n:ore  tium  tbej 
did  of  the  parent  stem. 

It  is  scarcely  neceasajj  to  say  that  botli  Williams  and  Timms 
were  of  this  part;.  The  relaxation  was,  m  hat,  in  conformitj 
with  their  tastes  and  practices;  and  each  of  these  ezcrosoencea 
of  a  rich  and  beneficent  soil  eonuted  on  the  meetings  in  Mrs 
Ilorton's  private  roomsj  as  the  more  refined  seek  pleasure  in  the 
exercise  of  their  tastes  and  habits. 

"  I  say,  Timms,"  bawled  ont  an  attomej  of  the  name  of 
Crooks  —  "Ton  play'd  a  trump,  sir — all  right — go  ahead  — 
first  rate  —  good  play,  that  —  ours  dead.  I  say,  Timms,  jou  're 
going  to  save  Mary  Monson's  neck.  When  I  came  here,  ] 
thought  she  was  a  case;  but  the  prosecution  is  making  ont 
miserably." 

"What  do  you  say  to  that,  WiUiams?"  put  in  Crook's  part- 
ner, who  was  smoking,  playing,  and  drinking,  with  occasional 
'asides'  of  swearing,  all,  as  might  be,  at  the  same  time.  "I 
trump  thatj  sir,  by  yonr  leave — what  do  yon  say  to  that^  Wil- 
liams?" 

"I  say  that  this  b  not  the  court;  and  trying  such  a  cause 
once  OQght  to  satisfy  a  reasonable  man," 

"  He 's  a&sddi  of  showing  bis  hand,  which  I  am  not,"  put  in 
another,  exposing  his  cards  as  he  spoke.  "  WOUams  always  has 
some  spare  trumps,  however,  to  get  him  out  of  all  his  difGcul- 
tics." 

"  Yes,  Williams  has  a  spare  tramp,  and  there  it  is,  ^ving  me 
the  trick,"  answered  the  saucy  lawyer,  aa  coolly  as  if  he  had 
been  engaged  in  an  inferior  slander-fluit  "  I  shaJl  be  at  Timnia 
pretty  much  by  the  same  prooesa  to-morrow." 

"  Then  you  will  do  more  tban  you  have  done  to-day.  Master 
WilUams.  This  Mrs.  Jane  Pope  may  he  a  trump,  but  she  is  not 
Ihe  aoe.     I  never  knew  a  witness  break  down  more  completely." 

''We'll  find  the  moans  to  set  her  ap~  agun  —  I  think  that 
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kusve  is  yours,  Green  —  yes,  I  now  see  my  game,  which  is  tc 
take  it  with  tLe  queen — very  much,  Timms,  as  we  shall  beat 
you  to-morrow.  I  keep  my  trump  card  always  for  the  last  play, 
you  know." 

"  Come,  come,  WilUamB,"  put  in  the  oldest  member  of  the 
bar,  a  man  whose  paesioas  were  cooled  by  time,  and  who  haJ 
more  gravity  than  most  of  his  companions — "Come,  come,  Wil- 
IJuas,  this  is  a  trial  foi  ft  life,  and  joking  is  a  little  out  of  place." 

"  I  believe  there  is  no  joror  present,  Mr.  Marvin,  which  is  all 
the  reserre  the  law  exaete."- 

"  Although  the  law  may  tolerate  this  levity,  feeling  will  not. 
The  prisoner  is  a  fine  young  woman ;  and  for  my  part,  though  I 
wish  to  say  nothing  that  may  influence  any  one's  opioiou,  I  have 
heard  nothing  yet  to  justify  an  indictment,  much  less  a  convio- 
tion." 

Williams  laid  down  his  cards,  loee,  stretched  his  arms,  gaped, 
and  taking  Timms  by  the  arm,  be  led  the  latter  &om  the  room. 
Not  content  with  Qaa,  the  wary  limb  of  the  law  contjnued  to 
move  forward,  until  be  and  his  companion  were  in  the  open  air. 

"  It  is  always  better  to  talk  secrets  outside  than  inside  of  a 
house,"  observed  Williams,  as  soon  as  they  were  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance from  the  inn-door.  "  It  is  not  too  late  yet,  Timms — you 
must  see  bow  weak  we  are,  and  how  bnngUngly  the  District  At- 
torney has  led  off.  Half  those  jurors  will  sleep  to-night  with  a 
feeling  that  Mary  Monson  has  been  hardly  dealt  by." 

"  They  may  do  the  same  to-morrow  nighty  and  every  night  ia 
Ibo  month,"  answered  Timms. 

"Not  unless  the  anangement  is  made.  We  have  testjmony 
enough  to  hang  the  governor." 

"  Show  us  your  list  of  witnesses,  then,  that  we  may  judge  of 
this  for  ourselves." 

"  That  would  never  do.  They  might  bo  bought  off  for  half 
the  money  that  is  necessary  to  take  us  out  of  the  Geld.     livr 
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thonsuid  dolkiB  can  be  no  great  matter  for  euch  a  wom&n  and 
ber  friends-" 

"  Whom  do  you  suppose  to  be  her  friends,  Williams  ? — If  yon 
know  them,  you  are  better  informed  than  her  own  counsel." 

"  Yes,  and  a  pretty  point  that  will  make,  when  pressed  againat 
you.  No,  no,  Timma;  your  client  has  been  ill-advised,  or  she  is 
unaccountably  obstinate.  She  has  friends,  although  you  may  not 
know  who  they  are  j  and  Mends  who  can,  and  who  would  very 
promptly  help  her,  if  she  would  consent  to  ask  their  assistance. 
Indeed,  I  suspect  she  has  cash  enough  on  band  to  buy  ns  off." 

"  Kve  thousand  dollars  Is  a  large  sum,  Williams,  and  is  not 
often  to  be  found  in  Biberry  gaol.  But,  if  Mary  Monson  haa 
these  friends,  name  them,  that  we  may  apply  for  their  assist- 
ance." 

"  Hai-kee,  Timma ;  you  are  not  a  man  so  ignorant  of  what  is 
going  on  in  the  world,  as  to  require  to  be  told  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet.  You  know  that  there  are  extensive  associationa  of 
rogues  in  this  young  country,  as  well  as  in  moat  that  are  oldeT." 

"  What  haa  that  to  do  with  Mary  Monson  and  our  case  7" 

"  Everything.  This  Mary  Monson  has  been  sent  here  to  get 
at  the  gold  of  the  poor  old  dolt,  who  has  not  been  able  to  conceal 
her  treasure  after  it  was  boarded.  She  made  a  sub-treasury  of 
her  stocking,  and  exhibited  the  ooin,  like  any  other  sub-treasurer. 
Many  persons  like  to  look  at  it,  just  to  feast  their  eyes." 

"  More  to  finger  it;  and  you  are  of  the  number,  Williams !" 

"  I  admit  it  The  weakness  is  general  in  the  profession,  I 
belicTe.  But  this  is  idle  talk,  and  we  are  loaing  very  precioui 
time.  Will  you,  or  will  you  not,  apply  agmn  to  your  client  f<« 
the  money?" 

"  Answer  me  candidly,  a  question  or  two,  and  I  will  do  as  yoa 
desire.  You  know,  Williams,  that  we  are  old  fMends,  and  never 
had  any  serioua  difficult  since  we  have  been  called  to  the  boi." 

"  Oh,  MBuredly,"  answered  WiUiams,  with  an  iionioal  muta 
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that  it  might  have  bees  fortunate  for  the  negotiaUou  the  obaouritj 
sonoeflled  from  his  companion ;  "  exoellent  fiieada  irom  the  be- 
ginning, Timms,  and  likely  to  continue  so,  I  tmat,  to  the  last. 
Men  who  know  each  other  as  well  as  you  and  I,  onght  to  be  on 
the  best  of  t«rm3.  For  my  part,  I  never  harbonred  a  wrangle 
at  the  bar  in  my  mind  five  minutes  after  I  left  the  conrt  Now 
for  your  question." 

"  You  sorely  do  not  set  down  Maiy  MonsoD  as  the  stool 
pigeon  of  a  set  of  York  thieves !" 

"  Who,  or  what  else  can  she  be,  Mr.  Timms  ?  Better  edu- 
cated, and  belon^g  to  an  '  upper  ten'  in  viUany,  but  of  a  com- 
pany of  rogues.  Now,  these  knaves  stand  by  each  other  mnch 
more  &itbful]y  than  the  body  of  the  dtizena  stand  by  the  law; 
and  the  five  thousand  will  be  forthcoming  for  the  asking." 

"  Are  yon  serious  in  wishing  me  to  believe  you  think  my  client 
guilty!". 

Here  Williams  made  no  bones  of  laughing  outright  It  is 
true  that  be  suppressed  the  noise  immediately,  lest  it  should 
attract  attention ;  but  laugh  ho  did,  and  with  right  good  will. 

"  Come,  Timms,  you  have  asked  your  question,  and  I  leave 
you  to  answer  it  youreolf.  One  thing  I  will  say,  however,  in 
the  way  of  admonition,  which  is  tiis — we  shall  make  out  such  a 
ease  agdnst  her  to-morrow  as  would  bang  a  governor,  as  I  have 
already  told  you." 

"  I  believe  you've  done  your  worst  already  —  why  not  let  ma 
know  tbe  names  of  your  witnesses?" 

"  Yon  know  the  reason.  Wo  wish  the  whole  sum  ouraelvei, 
%nA  have  no  ^cy  to  its  being  scattered  all  over  Duke's.  I  ffm 
you  my  honour,  Timms  —  and  you  know  what  that  is — I  give 
foa  my  honour  that  we  bold  this  testdmony  in  reserve." 

"  In  which  case  the  District  Attorney  will  bring  the  witn^sefl 
Sa  the  stand ;  and  we  shaU  gain  nothing,  after  all,  by  yonr  with 
drawal." 
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"  The  District  Attorne;  haa  left  the  case  very  much  to  mo.  I 
Lave  prepared  his  brief,  and  have  taken  care  to  keep  to  myeelf 
eaoQgli  to  tarn  the  scales.  If  I  qiiit^  Mary  Mouson  will  be 
acquitted  —  if  I  Htay,  she  wilt  be  hanged.  A  pardon  for  Iter  will 
be  out  of  the  qneBtiou — she  b  too  high  among  the  'upper  tea' 
to  expect  that — bcudes,  she  is  not  an  antd-ienter." 

"  I  wonder  the  thieves  do  not  combine,  as  well  as  other  folkS; 
and  control  Totesl" 

"  They  do  —  these  antd-rentera  belong  to  the  gangs,  and  have 
iklreadj  got  thdr  representadves  in  high  places.  They  are  '  laitd 
pirates,'  while  your  client  goes  for  the  old  stockings.  The  difler 
ence  in  prindple  is  by  no  means  important^  as  any  clear-headed 
man  may  sec.     It  is  getting  late,  Timms." 

"  I  cannot  believe  that  Maiy  Monson  is  the  sort  of  person  yoo 
lake  her  for!  Williams,  I've  always  looked  upon  yon,  and 
treated  yon,  as  a  friend.  You  may  remember  bow  I  stood  by 
you  in  the  Midillebnry  case?" 

"  Certainly — yon  did  your  duty  by  me  in  that  matter,  and  I 
have  not  forgot  it." 

The  cause  alluded  to  was  an  action  for  a  "  breach  of  promise," 
ivhich,  at  one  time,  threatened  all  of  Williams's  "future  useful- 
ness," as  it  is  termed ;  but  which  was  put  to  sleep  in  the  end  by 
means  of  Timms's  dexterity  in  managing  the  "out-door"  pointa 
of  a  difficult  case. 

"  Well,  then,  be  my  fiiend  in  this  matter.  I  will  be  honest 
with  you,  and  acknowledge  that,  as  regards  my  client,  I  have 
had  —  that  is  provided  she  is  acqmtted,  and  her  character  comes 
out  fair — that  I  have  had  —  and  attllhave,  for  that  matter— 
what " 

"  Are  called  '  ulterior  views.'  I  understand  you,  Timms,  and 
have  suspected  as  much  these  ten  days.  A  great  deal  depends  on 
what  you  consider  a  ^r  ohaiacter.  TaMng  the  best  view  of  hei 
atnation,  Mary  Monson  will  have  been  tried  for  murder  and  arMn" 
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"  Not  if  acquitted  of  the  £rst.  I  have  the  Diatriot  Attomeyg 
promiae  to  coasent  to  a  nolle  proKqui  on  the  last  indictnieDt,  it 
we  traverse  the  first  Buoeeasfully." 

"  In  which  case  Mary  Monson  will  have  been  tried  for  mnt^ec 
only,"  returned  WiUiams,  smiling.  "  Do  you  really  think,  Timtns, 
that  your  heart  is  soft  enongh  to  recdve  and  retaia  an  impreBsioQ 
■B  deep  as  that  made  by  the  seal  of  the  court  7" 

"  If  I  thought,  as  yon  do,  that  my  client  is  or  has  been  ooit 
oeoted  with  thieves,  and  burglars,  and  counterfeiters,  I  would  not 
think  of  her  for  a  moment  as  a  wife.  But  there  is  a  vast  differ* 
ence  between  a  person  overtaken  by  sudden  temptation  and  one 
who  ains  on  calculation,  and  by  regular  habit  Now,  in  my 
own  case,  I  BOmetimes  act  wrong — yes,  I  admit  as  muoh  as 
that " 

"  It  is  quite  unneeessary,"  said  Williams,  drily. 

"  It  is  not  according  to  Christaan  doctrine  to  visit  old  offences 
on  a  sinner's  bead,  when  repentance  has  washed  away  the  crime." 

"  Which  means,  Timms,  that  you  will  marry  Mary  Monson, 
(Jthough  she  may  be  guilty;  provided  always,  that  two  very  im- 
portant contingencies  are  &vourably  disposed  of." 

"  What  contingencies  do  you  allude  to,  Williams  ?  I  know 
of  none." 

"  One  is,  provided  she  will  have  you ;  the  other  is,  provided 
ihe  is  not  hanged." 

"  As  to  the  first,  I  have  no  great  apprehension ;  women  that 
have  been  once  before  a  ootrt^  on  &  trial  for  a  capital  offence,  are 
not  very  particnlar.  On  my  side,  it  will  be  easy  enough  to  per- 
Boade  the  public  that,  as  oonnsel  in  a  most  interesting  case,  I 
became  intimately  acquainted  with  her  virtues,  touched  by  her 
misfortunes,  captivated  by  her  beauty  and  aocomplishmente,  and 
finally  overcome  by  her  charms.  I  don't  think,  Williams,  that 
;ach  an  explanation  would  ftul  of  its  effect,  before  a  caucus  oven. 
Wen  are  always  fevourably  disposed  to  those  they  thmk  t(HK 
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off  than  thef  are  themsclTes.  A  good  deal  of  capital  is  made 
on  thftt  priodple." 

"  I  do  not  know  that  it  would.  Now-a-days  the  elecnons 
^nendly  turn  mrare  on  pnbuc  principles  than  on  private  conduct. 
The  Americans  are  a  most  forgiving  people,  nnless  you  tell  them 
the  truth.     That  they  trill  not  pardon." 

"  Not  any  other  naticn,  I  &ncy.  Human  nator'  revolts  at  it 
But  tftaC — snapping  hjB  fingerB — "  for  yoor  elections ;  it  is  the 
caucuses  that  I  lay  myself  ont  to  meet.  Give  me  the  nominatum, 
and  I  am  as  certun  of  my  seat  as,  in  the  old  countries,  a  first- 
bom  is  to  his  bther's  throne." 

"  It  is  pretty  safe  as  a  role,  I  allow;  but  nominations  some- 
timee  fail." 

"  Not  when  regular,  and  made  on  proper  principles.  A  nomi- 
natioB  is  almost  as  good  as  popnlarity." 

"  Often  bet^ ;  for  men  are  just  asses  enough  to  work  in  the 
ooUar  of  party,  even  when  overloaded.  Bat  all  this  time  the 
night  is  wearing  away.  H  I  go  into  court  in  the  morning,  it 
will  be  too  bte.  This  thing  must  be  settled  at  once,  and  thai  in 
a  very  explicit  manner." 

"  I  wish  I  knew  what  you  have  picked  np  concerning  Mary 
Monson's  early  life  I"  s^d  TiQimB,like  a  man  struggling  with  doubt. 

"  Yon  have  heard  the  mmour  as  well  as  myselfl  Some  gay 
she  is  a  wife  already;  while  othere  think  her  a  rich  widow.  My 
opinion  yon  know ;  I  believe  her  to  be  the  stool-pigeou  of  a  York 
gang,  and  no  better  than  she  should  be." 

This  was  plun  language  to  be  addressed  to  a  lover ;  and  Wil- 
liams meant  it  to  be  so.  He  had  that  sort  of  regard  for  Timmi 
which  proceeds  from  a  oommunity  in  practices,  and  wa^  disposed 
to  regret  that  a  man  with  whom  he  had  been  so  long  connected, 
either  as  an  associate  or  an  antagonist,  should  marry  a  wiman  of 
the  pursuits  that  he  firmly  believed  marked  tiie  career  of  Mai^ 
Honson. 

D,g,t,.?<i  I,,  Google 


THE     WAlS    OF     THE     n^UK.  SO? 

The  gentlemeu  of  the  bar  are  no  more  to  be  judged  by  appca^ 
anoes  than  the  rest  of  mankiud.  They  will  wrangle,  and  seem 
to  be  at  sword's  points  with  each  other,  at  one  moment ;  when 
the  next  maj  find  them  pulling  together  in  harmony  in  the  next 
ease  on  the  calendar.  It  was  under  this  sort  of  feeling  that 
Williams  had  a  speaies  of  fiiendahjp  for  his  companion. 

"  I  will  try,  Williams,"  said  the  lost,  taraing  towards  the 
gaol.     "Yes,  I  will  make  one  more  trial." 

"  Do,  my  good  fellow — and,  Timma — remember  one  thing  j 
yon  OOD  nevflT  marry  a  w^nan  that  haa  been  hanged," 
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"  The  time  U  preclouB ;  I  'U  about  it  etraignL" 

Eaii  tf  E*itz. 

Ths  gaol  presented  a  very  differeat  scene.  A  Boletnn  stjllncea 
reigned  in  its  galleiy;  wd  even  good  Mis.  Gott  had  become 
weary  with  the  excitement  of  the  day,  and  had  retired  to  rest 
A  single  lamp  was  burning  in  the  cell;  and  dark  forms  were 
dimly  vidble  in  the  passage,  without  the  direct  influence  of  its 
rays.  Two  were  seated,  while  a  third  paced  the  stone  bat  car- 
peted pavement,  with  a  slow  and  qniet  step.  The  first  were  the 
shadowy  forms  of  Anna  Updyke  and  Marie  Moulin;  the  last, 
that  of  Mary  Monson.  For  half  an  hour  the  prisoner  had  been 
on  her  knees,  praying  for  strength  to  endure  a  bnrthen  that  sur- 
passed her  expectations;  and,  aa  is  usual  with  those  who  look 
above  for  aid,  more  especially  women,  she  was  reaping  the  benefit 
of  her  petition.  Not  a  syllable  had  she  uttered,  however,  sinca 
quitting  the  cell.  Her  voice,  soft,  melodious,  and  lady-like,  was 
DOW  heard  for  the  first  time. 

"My  sitnntion  b  most  extraordinary,  Anna,"  she  said;  "it 
proves  almost  too  much  for  my  strength  !  This  has  been  a  terri- 
ble day,  calm  as  I  may  have  appeared;  and  I  fear  that  the 
morrow  will  be  still  harder  to  be  borne.  There  is  an  expressioD 
about  the  eyes  of  that  man,  Williams,  that  both  alarms  and  di» 
gusts  me.     I  am  to  expect  in  him  a  most  fiery  foe." 

«  Why,  then,  do  you  not  escape  from  scenes  for  which  you  arc 
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9>  unsuited  and  leave  this  saucy  Willianu  to  himself,  and  hia 
Kbemes  of  plunder?" 

"That  would  not  do.  Several  Boffident  teasous  eziat  foi 
remaining.  Were  I  to  avail  myself  of  tlie  use  of  the  keys  I 
poseeaa,  and  quit  the  gaol  act  to  return,  good  Mrs.  Gott  and  hei 
btuband  woold  probably  both  be  ruined.  Although  thej  an: 
ignorant  of  what  money  and  iogennity  have  done  for  me,  it  would 
be  diffioalt  to  induce  the  worid  to  believe  them  iunocent..  But  a 
still  higher  reason  for  remaining  is  the  vindication  of  my  own 
character." 

"No  one  will  think  of  confounding  you  with  Mary  Monsonj 
and  by  going  abroad,  as  you  say  it  is  your  intention  to  do,  yoa 
would  efiectually  escape  from  evan  Bospicion." 

"  You  little  know  the  world,  my  dear.  I  see  that  all  the 
useful  lessons  I  gave  yon,  as  your  school-mamma,  are  already 
forgotten.  The  six  years  between  ns  in  age  have  g^ven  me  an 
experience  that  tells  me  to  do  nothing  of  the  sort  Nothing  is 
so  certain  to  follow  ns  as  a  bad  name;  though  the  good  one  is 
easily  enongB  forgotten.  As  Mary  Monson,  I  am  indicted  for 
these  grievous  crimes;  as  Mary  Monson  will  I  be  acquitted  of 
.  them.  I  feel  an  affection  for  the  character,  and  shall  not  degrade 
it  by  any  act  as  base  as  that  of  flight" 

"  Why  not,  then,  resort  to  the  other  means  you  possess;  and 
gain  a  speedy  triumph  in  open  coort?" 

As  Anna  pat  this  question,  Mary  Monson  came  beneath  the 
light  and  stopped.  Her  handsome  face  was  in  full  view,  and  her 
friend  saw  an  expression  on  it  that  gave  her  pun.  It  lasted  only 
a  moment ;  but  that  moment  was  long  enough  to  induce  Anna  to 
wish  she  had  not  seen  it  On  several  previous  occaaons  this 
same  expres^on  had  rendered  her  uneasy ;  but  the  evil  look  was 
soon  forgotten  in  the  quiet  elegance  of  manners  that  borrowed 
charms  from  a  conntenance  usually  as  soft  as  the  evening  sky  in 
September.    Ere  she  resumed  her  walk,  Mary  Monson  shook  hei 
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head  in  dissent  from  Hie  propositjon  of  her  friend,  imd  passed  on, 
ft  shadow;  but  graceful  form,  as  she  went  down  the  gallery. 

"  It  would  b«  premature,"  she  B)ud,  "  and  I  should  fail  of  ray 
object.  I  will  not  rob  that  excellent  Hr.  Dunscomb  of  his  honest 
triumph.  How  calm  and  gentlemanlike  he  was  to-daj ;  jet  how 
finn  and  prompt,  when  it  became  necessary  to  show  these  qnali 
ties." 

"  Unole  Tom  is  all  that  is  good ;  and  we  love  bim  as  we  would 
love  a  parent." 

A  pause  succeeded,  during  which  Mary  Monson  walked  along 
the  gallery  once,  in  profound  thougbi 

"  Yours  promises  to  be  a  iappy  future,  my  dear,"  she  said. 
"Of  suitable  ages,  tempers,  stations,  country — yes, country;  for 
an  American  woman  should  never  marry  a  foreigner !" 

Anna  Updyke  did  not  reply;  and  a  tdlence  succeeded  that  was 
intciraptcd  by  the  rattling  of  a  key  in  the  outer  door. 
.  "  It  is  your  new  &tber,  Anna,  come  to  see  you  home.  Thank 
you,  kind-hearted  and  most  generous-minded  girl.  I  feel  'the 
sacrifices  that  you  and  your  fnend  are  making  in  my  behalf,  and 
shall  carry  the  recollection  of  them  to  the  grave.  On  her,  I  had 
CO  claims  at  all;  and  on  you,  but  those  that  are  very  dight. 
You  have  been  to  me,  indeed,  most  excellent  friends,  and  a  great 
support  when  both  were  most  needed.  Of  my  own  sex,  and  of 
the  same  social  level,  I  do  not  now  see  how  I  should  have  got  on 
without  you.  Mrs.  Gott  is  kindness  and  good-nature  themselves; 
but  she  is  so  different  from  as  in  a  thousand  things,  that  I  bare 
often  been  puned  by  it.  In  onr  interoonrse  with  you,  bow  dif- 
ferent I  Knowing  so  much,  yon  pry  into  nothing.  Not  a  question, 
Dot  a  look  to  embarrass  me;  and  with  a  perfect  and  sdnt-lika 
reliance  on  my  innocence,  were  I  a  sister,  your  support  ooold  not 
be  more  warm-hearted  or  firm." 

After  a  abort  pause,  in  which  this  siug-jlar  young  womu 
uniled,  and  appeared  f«  be  talking  to  herself,  she  oontinuttd 


ifter  kissing  her  companion  most  afibctionately  for  good-night, 
and  walking  with  her  as  fiur  as  the  door  of  tho  gallery,  where  it 
bad  been  announced  that  the  doctor  was  wwting  for  his  step- 
daughter— 

"  I  wish  I  knew  whether  the  same  faith  goes  through  the  con- 
nection—  Mr,  John  Wilmeter?" 

"  Oh  !  He  is  persuaded  of  yoor  entire  innocence.  It  was  he 
who  excited  so  much  interest  in  me,  on  yoor  behalf,  before  I  had 
the  least  idea  of  onr  having  ever  met  before." 

"  He  is  a  noble-heart«d  young  man,  and  has  many  excellent 
qualities  —  a  little  romantic,  but  none  the  worse  for  that,  my 
dear,  as  yon  will  find  in  the  end.  Alas  I  alas  1  Those  marriages 
that  are  made  over  a  rent-roll,  or  an  inventory,  need  a  great  de^ 
of  something  vei7  difTerent  from  what  they  possess,  to  render 
them  happy  I  Mr.  Wilmeter  has  told  mo  that  no  evidence 
could  make  him  believe  in  my  guilt.  There  is  a  confidence  that 
might  touch  a  woman's  heart,  Anna,  did  dronmatanccs  admit  of 
such  a  thing.  I  like  that  Michael  Milhngton,  too;  the  name  is 
dear  to  me,  as  is  the  race  of  which  be  comes.  No  matter ;  the  worid 
va  son  train,  let  us  regret  and  repine  as  we  may.  And  Uncle 
Tom,  Anna — what  do  you  think  of  his  real  opinion?  Is  it  in 
my  favour  or  not?" 

Anna  Updyke  had  detected  in  Dunscomb  a  diepositaon  to 
doubt^  and  was  naturally  averse  to  communicating  a  feet  so  un- 
pleasant to  her  friend.  Kissing  the  latter  affcoticnately,  she 
hurried  away  to  meet  McBrun,  already  waiting  for  her  without. 
In  quitting  the  dwelling  of  the  building  annexed  to  the  gaol, 
the  doctor  and  Anna  met  Timms  hurrying  forward  to  seek  an 
interview  with  his  client  before  she  retired  to  rest  An  appli- 
cation at  onco  ohtfuncd  permission  for  the  limb  of  the  law  to 
enter. 

"  I  ha\'e  come,  Miss  Mary,"  aa  Timms  now  called  his  client^ 
•'  on  what  I  fear  will  prove  a  useless  errand ;  hnt  which  I  have 


AoQght  it  my  dntj  to  me  performed,  as  jbur  best  friend,  and 
one  of  jour  legal  advisers.  You  have  already  heard  what  I  had 
to  Bay  on  the  subject  of  a  certain  proposal  of  the  next  of  kin  to 
withdraw  from  the  prosecution,  which  will  carry  with  him  tim 
Williams,  with  whom  I  should  think  you  would,  by  this  time, 
be  heartily  disgusted.  I  come  now  to  say  that  this  offer  if 
repeated  with  a  good  deal  of  empha^s,  and  that  you  have  still 
an  opportunity  of  lessening  the  force  that  is  pressing  on  youi 
interests,  by  at  least  one-half.  Williams  may  well  count  for 
more  than  half  of  the  vigour  and  shrewdness  of  what  is  doin^; 
for  the  State  iu  your  case." 

"  The  proposal  must  be  more  distinctly  made,  and  you  must 
let  me  have  a  clear  view  of  what  is  expected  from  me,  Mr.  Timms, 
before  I  can  give  any  reply,"  said  Maiy  Monson.  "  But  you 
may  wish  to  be  alone  with  me  before  you  are  more  explicit.  I 
will  order  my  woronn  to  go  into  the  cell." 

"  It  might  be  more  prudent  were  we  to  go  into  the  cell  our- 
selves, and  leave  your  domestic  out^de.  These  galleries  carry 
sounds  like  ear-trumpets ;  and  we  never  know  who  may  be  our 
uext  neighbour  in  a  gaol." 

Mary  Monson  quietly  assented  to  the  proposal,  calling  to  hor 
woman  in  Prench  to  rem^  outdde,  In  the  dark,  while  she  pro- 
fited by  the  light  of  the  lamp  in  the  cell.  Timms  followed,  and 
closed  the  door. 

In  uze,  form,  and  materials,  the  cell  of  Mary  Monson  wan 
necessarily  like  that  of  every  other  inmate  of  the  gaoL  Its  sides, 
top  and  bottom,  were  of  masuve  stones;  &.B  two  last  being  flags 
of  great  dimensions.  But  taste  and  money  had  converted  even 
this  place  into  an  apartment  that  was  comfortable  in  all  nspecte 
l>ut  that  of  sise.  Two  cells  opening  on  the  section  of  gallery 
that  the  consideration  of  Mrs.  Gott  had  caused  to  be  screened 
off,  and  appropriated  to  the  extrusive  use  of  the  fiur  prisoner, 
one  had  been  furnished  as  a  sleeping  apaitment^  while  that  JD 
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tthioli  Tlfflmu  waa  now  leciUTeil  bad  more  the  air  of  a  eort  of 
boudoir.  It  was  well  carpeted,  like  all  the  rest  of  what  might 
be  tcnned  the  Buite ;  and  had  a  Tarietj  of  those  little  elcgandeii 
that  women  of  cultivated  tasks  and  amplo  ineaoB  are  almost  cer- 
bun  to  gather  about  them.  The  harp  which  had  occasioned  ea 
much  scandal,  as  well  as  a  guitar,  stood  near  by ;  and  chairs  of 
different  forma  aad  various  degrees  of  comfort,  crowded  the  room, 
perhaps  to  superfluity.  As  this  was  the  first  time  Timms  had 
been  admitted  to  the  oell,  he  was  all  ejes,  gazing  about  him  at 
the  numerous  signs  of  wealth  it  contained,  with  inward  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  a  minute  after  he  was  desired  to  be  seated  before 
he  eould. comply,  so  lively  was  the  curiosity  to  be  appeased.  It 
was  during  this  minute  that  Marie  Moulin  lighted  four  candles, 
that  were  already  airanged  in  bronzed  candlesticks,  makiog  a 
blaze  of  light  for  that  small  room.  These  candles  were  of  sper- 
maceti, the  ordinary  American  sul^titute  for  was.  Nothing  that 
he  then  saw,  or  had  ever  seen  in  his  intercourse  with  his  client, 
BO  profoundly  impressed  Timms  as  this  luxury  of  light.  Accus- 
tomed himself  to  read  and  write  by  a  cOuple  of  small  inferior 
articles  in  tallow,  when  he  did  not  use  a  lamp,  there  seemed  to 
be  something  regal  to  his  unsophisticated  ima^nation,  in  this 
display  of  brilliancy. 

Whether  Hary  Monson  had  a  purpose  to  answer  in  t^ving 
Timms  so  unusual  a  reception,  we  shall  leave  the  re^er  to  dis- 
aover  by  means  of  his  own  sagacity ;  but  circumstances  might 
well  lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  she  had.  There  was  a  satis- 
lied  look,  as  she  glanced  around  the  cell  and  surveyed  its  arrange- 
ments, that  possibly  led  fmrly  enough  to  such  an  inference. 
Nevertheless,  her  dimeauour  was  perfeotly  quiet,  betraying  none 
of  the  fidgeting  uneasiness  of  an  underbred  person,  lest  all  might 
Dot  be  right  Every  arrangement  was  left  to  the  servant;  and 
when  Marie  Mouhn  finally  quitted  the  oell  and  closed  the  dooi 
behind  her,  every  thought  of  the  apartment  and  what  it  eon- 
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tutied  seemed  to  vauish  from  the  miod  of  her  extraordioani 
miBtreui. 

"  Before  you  proceed  to  commnnicate  the  porpoae  of  your  yimi, 
Mr.  Tiinma,"  Mary  Monaon  said,  "  I  shall  ask  permtssioa  to  pat 
K  few  queetioDS  of  my  own,  tooching  the  state  of  oor  cauao 
nave  we  gained  or  lost  by  this  day's  proceedings?" 

"  Moet  deafly  gained,  as  every  man  at  the  bar  will  confirm  by 
his  opinion." 

"  That  has  been  my  own  way  of  thinking ;  a,nd  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it  corroborated  by  such  competent  judges.  I  confess  Qte 
prosecution  does  not  seem  to  me  to  show  the  strength  it  really 
possesses.  This  Jane  Pope  made  a  miserable  blunder  about  the 
piece  of  coin." 

"  She  has  done  the  other  side  no  great  good,  certainly." 

"How  stands  the  jury,  Mr.  Timms?" 

Although  this  question  was  put  so  directly,  Timms  heard  it 
mth  nnea^ess.  Nor  did  he  like  the  espres«on  of  Mary  Mon- 
BOn's  eyes,  which  seemed  to  regard  him  with  a  keenness  that 
might  possibly  imply  distmai  But  it  was  necessary  to  answer; 
though  he  did  so  with  caution,  and  with  a  doe  regard  to  his  own 
safety. 

"It  is  pretty  well,"  he  said,  "though  not  qnite  as  much 
opposed  to  capital  poushment  as  I  had  hoped  for.  We  challenged 
off  one  of  the  sharpest  chaps  in  the  county,  and  have  got  in  hia 
place  a  man  who  ia  pretty  mach  onder  my  thomb." 

"And  the  stories — the  reports — haYetheybeenwetloin.it- 
Uted?" 

"  A  Utile  too  well,  I  'm  afr^d.  That  concerning  your  having 
married  a  Frenchman,  and  having  run  away  from  him,  has  gone 
through  all  the  lower  towns  ef  Duke's  like  wild-fire.  It  has  even 
reached  the  ears  of  'Squire  Dunsoomb,  and  will  be  in  the  Tca'k 
papers  to-morrow." 

A  little  start  betrayed  the  surprise  of  the  prisoner;  tind  a  loot 
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sccompaDied  it,  which  would  Bcem  to  denote  diswUsfaction  that  a 
tale  put  in  riroDlation  by  herself,  as  it  would  now  appear,  had 
gone  quite  bo  &r. 

"  Mr.  BDUscomb !' '  ahe  repeated,  musingly.  "  Anna  (JpdykeV 
uucle  Tom ;  and  one  whom  snch  a  story  may  very  well  set  think- 
ing.   I  wish  it  had  not  reached  Aim,  of  all  men,  Mr.  Timms." 

"  If  I  may  JTidge  of  hia  opiniona  by  some  little  acta  and  ex- 
pressions that  have  eaoaped  him,  I  am  inclined  to  think  be 
believes  the  etory  to  be,  in  the  main,  true." 

Mary  Monsou  smiled;  and,  as  was  much  her  wont  when  think- 
ing intensely,  her  lips  moved;  even  a  low  mattering  became 
audible  to  a  person  as  near  as  her  companion  then  was. 

"  It  is  now  time,  Mr.  Timms,  to  set  the  other  story  in  motion," 
ahe  SMd,  quickly.  "  Let  one  account  follow  the  other ;  that  will 
distract  people's  beliet     We  most  be  actiTe  in  tiiis  matter." 

"  There  is  less  necessity  for  oor  moving  in  the  a&ir,  as  Wil- 
liams has  got  a  oloe  to  it,  by  some  means  or  other;  and  hia  men 
will  spread  it  &t  and  near,  long  before  the  cause  goes  to  tho 
jury." 

"  That  is  fortunate  I"  exolalmed  the  prisoner,  actually  oIap[nng 
her  pretty  gloved  banda  together  in  delight.  "  A  story  as  terrible 
as  that  most  react  powerfully,  when  its  &laehood  comes  to  be 
ahown.  I  regard  that  tale  as  the  cleverest  of  all  onr  schema 
Mr.  Timms." 

"Why — yes — that  is  —  I  think.  Miss  Mary,  it  may  be  set 
down  as  the  holdetl," 

"  And  this  saucy  Williams,  as  you  call  him,  baa  got  hold  cf  it 
already,  and  believes  it  true !" 

"  It  is  not  surprising;  there  are  so  many  small  and  probable 
hde  accompanying  it" 

"  I  suppose  you  know  what  Shakspeare  calls  soch  an  invention, 
Mr.  Timms?"  said  Mary  Monson,  smiling. 

"I  am  not  particularly  acquainted  witb  that  antbor,  ma'am 
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I  kDOW  tHera  was  each  a  writer,  and  that  he  naa  thought  a  good 
deal  of,  in  his  day ;  but  I  can't  say  I  have  ever  read  him." 

The  beautiful  priaoner  turned  her  large  ezpreeave  blue  eyae 
on  her  companion  witb  a  gaze  of  wonder ;  but  her  breeding  pre- 
vented her  from  uttering  what  she  certainly  thought  and  felt. 

"Shakepeare  ia  a  writer  very  generally  eBteemed,"  she  an- 
Ewcred,  afler  one  moment  of  muttering,  and  one  moment  to  con- 
trol herself;  "  I  believe  he  is  commonly  placed  at  the  head  of 
OUT  English  literature,  if  not  at  the  head  of  that  of  all  times 
and  natjons — Homer,  perhaps,  excepted." 

"  What !  higher,  do  yon  think,  Miss  Mary,  than  Blaokstono 
and  Kent!" 

"  Those  are  authors  of  whom  I  know  nothing,  Mr.  Timms ; 
but  now,  sir,  I  will  listen  to  your  errand  here  to-night" 

"  It  is  the  old  matter.  Williams  has  been  talking  to  me  again, 
touching  the  five  thousand  dollurs." 

"  Mr.  Witliams  has  my  answer.  If  five  thousand  cen/s  would 
buy  him  off,  he  should  not  receive  them  from  me." 

This  was  sad  with  a  frown;  and  then  it  was  that  the  observer 
had  an  opportunity  of  tracing  in  a  fiice  otherwise  so  lovely,  tie 
lines  that  indicate  eelf-will,  and  a  spirit  not  ea^y  controlled. 
Alas  I  that  women  should  ever  bo  mistake  their  natural  means  te 
influence  and  guide,  as  to  have  recourse  to  the  exercise  of  agenbi 
that  they  rarely  wield  with  effect  j  and  ever  with  a  sacrifice  of 
womanly  character  and  womanly  grace.  The  person  who  would 
draw  the  sex  from  the  quiet  scenes  that  they  so  much  embellish, 
to  mingle  tn  the  strifes  of  the  worid;  who  would  place  them  in 
stations  that  nature  has  obviously  intended  men  should  occupy, 
ia  not  their  real  friend,  any  more  than  the  weak  adviser  who 
rcsorls  to  reputed  specifics  when  the  knife  alone  can  effect  a  cure. 
The  Creator  intended  woman  for  a  "  help-meet,"  and  not  for  the 
Aead  of  the  family  circle ;  and  most  fatally  ill-judging  are  the 
laws  that  would  fain  disturb  the  order  of  a  domestic  £0venimeiit 
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which  is  direoUy  derived  from  divine  wisdom  as  from  divin? 


"I  told  him  as  much,  Miaa  Mary/'  onawered  Timms;  "but 
he  does  not  seem  disposed  to  take  '  no'  for  an  answer.  WiUi:img 
bos  the  true  BCent  for  a  dollar." 

"I  am  quite  certain  of  an  acquittal,  Mr.  Timms;  and  having 
codured  so  much,  and  hazarded  so  much,  I  do  not  like  to  throw 
awaj  the  triomph  of  my  approaching  victory.  There  is  a  power- 
ful excitement  in  my  situation ;  and  I  like  excitement  to  weak- 
ness, perhaps.  Ko,  no ;  my  success  must  not  be  tarnished  by 
any  such  covert  bargun.  -  I  will  not  listen  to  the  proposal  for 
an  instant !" 

"  I  understand  that  the  rusing  of  the  snm  required  would 
form  no  pai^cular  obstado  to  the  arrangement  7"  asked  Timms, 
in  a  careless  sort  of  way  that  was  intended  to  conceal  the  real 
interest  ho  (oc&  in  the  reply. 

"None  at  all.  The  money  might  be  in  his  hands  before  the 
court  Mis  in  the  morning ;  but  it  never  shall  be,  as  coming  from 
me.  Let  Mr.  Williams  know  this  definitively;  and  tell  him  to 
ao  his  worst." 

Timms  was  a  little  surprised,  and  a  good  deal  uneasy  at  this 
manifestation  of  a  spirit  of  defiance,  which  could  produce  nc 
good,  and  which  might  be  productive  of  eviL  While  he  was 
delighted  to  hear,  for  the  fourth  or  fifth  time,  how  easy  it  would 
be  for  bis  fair  client  to  command  a  sum  as  large  as  that  demanded, 
he  secretly  determined  not  to  let  the  man  who  had  sent  him  on 
his  present  errand  know  the  temper  in  which  it  had  been  received. 
Williams  was  sufGciently  dangerous  as  it  was ;  and  he  saw  all  the 
hazard  of  ^ving  him  Iresh  incenliTes  to  increase  his  exertions. 

"  And  now,  as  this  matter  is  finally  disposed  of,  Mr.  Timms — 
for  I  desire  that  it  may  not  be  agcdn  mentioned  to  me" — resumed 
the  aociised,  "  let  us  say  a  word  more  on  the  subject  of  oar  ueT> 
roi>ort      Your  agent  has  set  on  foot  a  Btoiy  that  I  belong  to  a 
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guig  of  wretches  who  are  combined  to  prej  oa  society ;  and  dial, 
in  this  character,  I  came  into  Doke'a  to  carry  out  one  of  its  no- 
farious  BchemeB?" 

"  That  is  the  substance  of  the  rumour  we  have  started  at  your 
own  desire;  though  I  coold  wish  it  were  not  quite  so  strong,  and 
that  there  were  more  lame  for  the  reaction." 

"  The  strength  of  the  nunour  is  its  great  merit;  and,  as  for 
tame,  we  have  abundance  for  oor  purposes.  Reaction  is  the  great 
power  of  popularity,  as  I  have  heard,  agun  and  agun.  It  ia 
always  the  most  effective,  too,  at  the  turn  of  the  tide.  Let  the 
public  onc«  get  possessed  with  the  notion  that  a  rumour  so  inju- 
rious has  been  in  circulation  at  the  expense  of  one  in  my  cruel 
condition,  and  the  current  of  feeling  will  set  the  other  way  in  a 
torrent  that  nothing  can  arrest!" 

"  I  take  the  idea,  Miss  Mary,  which  is  well  enough  &r  certain 
cases,  but  a  little  too  hazardous  for  this.  Suppose  it  should  be 
ascertained  that  this  report  came  from  us?" 

"  It  never  can  be,  if  the  caution  I  directed  was  observed.  You 
have  not  neglected  my  advice,  Mr.  Timms?" 

The  attorney  had  not;  and  great  had  been  hia  surprise  at  the 
ingenuity  aad  Jinetse  manifeated  by  this  singular  woman,  in  setting 
afioat  a  report  that  would  certainly  act  to  her  injuiy,  unless  arreeted 
and  disproved  at  a  moment  most  critical  in  her  future  fate.  Ne- 
vertheless, in  obedience  to  Mary  Monson's  positive  commands, 
this  very  bold  measure  had  been  undertaken ;  and  Timms  was 
waiting  with  impatience  for  the  information  by  means  of  which 
ho  was  to  counteract  these  self-inflicted  injuries,  and  make  thorn 
the  inatrumente  of  good,  on  the  reaction. 

If  that  portion  of  society  which  takes  delight  in  gos^p  could 
be  mode  to  understand  the  real  characters  of  those  to  whom  they 
commit  the  control  of  their  opinions,  not  to  say  principles,  there 
would  be  far  more  of  reserve  and  self-respect  observed  in  the 
rabmis^oa  to  this  social  evil,  than  there  is  at  present.     Malice, 
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tLe  inward  impulaes  of  the  propagators  of  a  Me,  and  cDpidit;, 
are  at  the  bottom  of  half  the  tales  that  reach  our  eaxs ;  and  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  world  in  ite  ignorance  &iicies  it  haa 
some  authority  for  what  it  says,  it  as  often  happens  that  some 
hidden  motive  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  exhibition  as  the  one  which 
seems  so  apparent.  There  are  a  set  of  vulgar  vices  that  may  be 
termed  the  "  stereotyped,"  thej  lie  so  near  the  surfiicc  of  human 
infirmities.  They  who  are  most  aubjeet  to  their  influence  always 
drag  these  vices  first  into  the  arena  of  talk ;  and  fully  one-half 
of  that  of  this  nature  which  we  hear,  has  its  origin  as  much  in 
the  reflectjve  nature  of  the  gossip's  own  character,  as  in  any  &ct8 
truly  connected  with  the  acts  of  the  subjects  of  his  or  her  stories. 

But  Mary  Monson  was  taking  a  far  higher  flight  than  the 
circulation  of  an  injurious  rumour.  She  believed  herself  to  bo 
putting  on  foot  a  master-stroke  of  policy.  In  her  intercourse 
with  Timma,  so  much  was  said  of  the  power  of  opinion,  that 
she  had  passed  hours,  nay  days,  in  the  study  of  the  means  to 
control  and  counteract  it  Whence  she  obtained  bcr  notion 
of  the  virtue  of  reaction  it  might  not  be  easy  to  sayj  but  her 
theory  was  not  without  ite  truth ;  and  it  is  certain  that  her  means 
of  producing  it  were  of  remarkable  simplicity  and  ingenuity. 

Having  settled  the  two  preliminaries  of  the  rumour  and  of 
Williams's  proposition,  [nmms  thought  the  moment  favourable 
to  making  a  demonstration  in  his  ovra  afi^irs.  Love  he  did  not 
yet  dare  to  propose  openly;  though  he  had  now  been,  for  some 
time,  making  covert  demonstrations  towards  the  tender  paaaton. 
In  addition  to  the  motive  of  cupidity,  one  of  great  influence  with 
such  a  man,  Timms's  heart,  such  aa  it  w^,  had  really  yielded  to 
the  influence  of  a  beauty,  manners,  accomphshments,  and  infor- 
rnation,  all  of  a  class  so  much  higher  than  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  meet  with,  as  to  be  subjects  of  wonder  with  him,  not  to 
Bay  of  adoration.  This  man  had  his  affections  as  well  as  another; 
imd,  while  John  Wilmeter  had  submitted  to  a  merely  pas^nfi 
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inclination,  as  much  produced  bj  the  inteieat  he  took  in  an  an- 
known  female's  mtuation  as  by  an;  other  cause,  poor  Timms  had 
been  hourly  &]ling  more  and  more  in  lore.  It  is  a  tribute  to 
nature,  that  this  passion  can  be,  and  is,  felt  bjr  alL  Although  a 
puiifjing  seatiment,  the  corrapt  and  impure  can  feel  its  power, 
and,  in  a  greater  or  leBS  degree,  submit  to  its  influeuoo,  though 
their  homage  may  be  tunted  by  the  grosser  elements  that  arc  ao 
largely  mixed  up  with  tiie  compound  of  their  cbaractere.  We 
Diay  have  oooaaon  to  show  hereafter  bow  for  the  unconth  attorney 
of  TAtij  Monsoii  succeeded  ia  his  suit  with  hia  ^r  dient 
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Malice,  and  sU  the  practices  of  hell. 
To  cenmre  all  the  scUoa*  of  mj  past 
Unhappy  lite,  and  taint  me  if  they  obd." 

[3  is  Ui  be  pTesumod  that  Timms  found  the  njoane  to  oommoui- 
Bate  to  Williama  the  rejection  of  the  latter's  offer,  before  tht 
court  met  next  morning.  It  ia  certain  that  the  counsel  associated 
with  the  Attorney-General  manifested  unnsual  zeal  in  the  per- 
formance of  duties  that  most  men  would  have  found  unpleasant, 
if  not  painful,  and  that  he  was  captious,  short,  and  ill-natured. 
Just  aa  Marj  Monson  came  within  the  bar,  a  letter  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  Dunscomb,  who  quietly  broke  the  seal,  and  read  it 
twice,  as  the  observant  Timma  fancied;  then  put  it  in  his  pocket, 
with  a  mien  so  undisturbed  that  no  mere  looker-on  would  have 
suspected  its  importuice.  The  letter  was  from  Milliogton,  and 
it  announced  a  general  wont  of  success  in  hia  mission.  The 
whereabouts  of  M.  de  Larocheforte  could  not  be  ascertained;  and 
thosc  who  knew  anything  about  his  movements,  were  of  opinion 
that  he  was  travelling  in  the  West,  accompanied  by  his  fair,  ao- 
cotnpJIshed,  and  affluent  young  consort.  None  of  those  who 
would  naturally  have  heard  of  such  an  event,  had  it  occurred, 
could  say  there  had  ever  been  a  separation  between  the  French 
husband  and  the  American  wife.  Millington,  himself,  had  nevei 
seen  his  kinswoman,  there  being  a  coolness  of  long  standing  be- 
tween tho  two  branches  of  the  family,  and  could  give  little  or  no 
information  on  the  subject.  In  a  word,  he  could  diwover  nothing 
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U>  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  due  obtwned  in  the  rumour;  while, 
en  the  other  hanil,  he  found  a  oertain  eet,  who  occupied  thea> 
Belves  a  good  deal  with  intelligence  of  that  eort,  were  greatly  dis- 
posed to  believe  the  report,  aet  on  foot  by  herself,  that  Mary 
Monson  was  a  etoot-pigeon  of  a  gang  of  maraaders,  and  doubtless 
guilty  of  everything  of  which  she  had  been  accused.  Millinglon 
would  remain  in  town,  however,  uiother  day,  and  endeavour  ta 
push  his  inqiuries  to  some  useful  result.  Cool,  clear-headed,  and 
totally  wilbout  romance,  Donscomb  knew  that  a  better  agent 
than  his  young  fiicud  could  not  be  employed,  and  was  ^n  to 
wait  patiently  for  the  discoveries  he  might  eventually  succeed  in 
making.     In  the  mean  time  the  trial  proceeded. 

"Mr.  Clerk,"  said  his  honour,  "let  the  jnry  be  called." 
This  was  done,  and  Mary  Monson's  lipa  moved,  while  a  lurk- 
ing smile  lighted  her  countenance,  as  her  eyes  met  the  sympathy 
that  was  expressed  in  the  countenances  of  several  of  the  grave 
men  who  had  been  drawn  as  arbiters,  in  her  ease,  between  life 
and  death.  To  her  it  was  apparent  that  her  sex,  her  youth,  per- 
haps her  air  and  beauty,  stood  her  fiiends,  and  that  she  might 
largely  count  on  the  compassion  of  that  small  but  important  body 
of  men.  One  of  her  calculations  had  succeeded  to  the  letter. 
The  tale  of  her  beiog  a  stool-pigeon  had  been  very  actively  cir- 
culated, with  certain  additions  and  embellishments  that  it  was 
very  easy  to  disprove;  and  another  set  of  agents  had  been  hard 
at  work,  all  the  morning,  in  brushing  away  such  of  the  collateral 
□ircnmstances  as  had,  at  first,  been  produced  to  confirm  tJie  main 
alory,  and  which,  in  now  being  pulled  to  pieces  as  of  no  account, 
did  not  f^l  to  east  a  shade  of  the  darkest  doubt  over  the  whole 
romour.  All  Hiis  Mary  Monson  probably  understood,  and  un- 
derstanding, enjoyed ;  a  vein  of  wild  wilfulness  certainly  runmng 
through  her  character,  leading  in  more  directions  than  one. 

"  I  hope  there  will  be  no  delay  on  account  of  witneesw,"  (A 
served  the  judge.     "Time  is  very  precious." 
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•'  We  *re  aimed  at  all  pointB,  your  honour,  aad  intend  to  bring 
Ibe  matter  to  an  early  condu^on,"  answered  Williams,  casting 

one  of  those  glances  at  the  prisoner  which  had  obtained  for  him 
die  merited  sobriquet  of  "saucy."  "Crier,  call  Samuel  Bur- 
ton." 

Timms  fiiirly  started.  This  was  breaking  ground  in  a  now 
Bpot,  and  was  producing  testimony  from  a  source  that  he  much 
dreaded.  TLe  Burtons  had  been  the  nearest  neighbour  of  the 
Goodwins,  and  were  so  nearly  on  a  social  level  with  them,  as  to 
live  in  close  and  constant  conunonication.  These  Burtons  con- 
sisted of  the  man,  his  wife,  and  three  maiden  Bist«rs.  At  one 
time,  the  last  had  conversed  much  on  the  subject  of  the  murders ; 
but,  to  Timms'  great  discontent,  they  had  been  quite  dumb  of 
late.  This  had  prevented  his  patting  in  practice  a  method  of 
anticipating  testimony,  that  is  much  in  vogue,  and  which  he  had 
deliberately  attempted  with  these  sometime  voluble  females.  Aa 
the  reader  may  not  be  fnUy  inidated  In  the  mysteries  of  that 
sacred  and  till-important  master  of  the  social  relations,  the  law, 
we  shall  set  forth  the  manner  in  which  justice  is  often  bolstered, 
when  its  inlcresta  are  cared  for  by  practitioners  of  the  Timms' 
and  Williams'  school. 

No  sooner  is  it  ascertained  that  a  particular  individual  has  a 
knowledge  of  an  awkward  feet,  than  these  worthies  of  the  bar  set 
to  work  to  extract  the  dangerous  information  from  him.  This  is 
commonly  attempted,  and  oRen  effectod,  by  indudng  the  witness 
to  rr.late  what  be  knows,  and  by  leading  him  on  to  make  stato- 
mente  that,  on  being  sworn  to  in  court,  will  either  altogether  in- 
validate his  testimony,  or  throw  so  much  donbt  on  it  as  to  leave 
it  of  very  little  value.  As  the  agents  «uployed  to  attain  this 
end  ore  not  very  Bcmpulous,  there  is  great  danger  that  their  im&- 
giuations  may  supply  the  defects  in  the  statements,  and  substituto 
wi>rds  and  tbongbls  that  the  party  never  uttered.  It  is  so  easy 
to  mistake  another's  meaning,  with  even  the  best  intentions,  that 
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(re  are  not  to  be  Burprised  if  this  Bbould  seriouslj  hapjicu  Vtheri 
the  diaposition  ia  to  mislead.  With  the  parties  to  suits,  this  arti- 
fice is  often  quite  euccessful,  admissions  being  obtained,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  obt^ned,  that  they  never,  for  an  instant,  intended  to 
make.  In  the  states  where  speculation  has  cornered  men.  and 
left  them  loaded  with  debt,  these  devices  of  the  eaves-droppere 
end  suckers  are  so  common,  as  to  render  their  testimony  no  im- 
material feature  in  nearly  every  cause  of  magnitude  ttiat  is  tried. 
In  such  a  state  of  society  it  b,  indeed,  unsafe  for  a  suitor  to  open 
his  lips  on  his  afiiurs,  lest  some  one  near  him  be  employed  tc 
catch  up  his  words,  and  carry  them  into  court  with  shades  of 
meaning  gathered  from  hia  own  imagination. 

At  first,  Timms  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Burtona 
wore  going  to  sustain  the  defence,  and  he  was  placing  himself  on 
the  most  amiable  footing  with  the  females,  three  of  whom  might 
veiy  reasonably  be  placed  within  the  category  of  matrimony  with 
this  rising  lawyer^  but,  it  was  not  long  ere  he  ascertained  that 
Williams  was  getting  to  be  intimate,  and  had  proved  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful rival.  Davis,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  the  Goodwins,  was 
a  single  man,  too,  and  it  is  probable  that  his  frequent  visits  to 
the  dwelling  of  the  Burtons  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  his  own 
interests.  Let  the  cause  be  what  it  might,  the  effect  was  clearly 
to  seal  the  lips  of  the  whole  femily,  not  a  member  of  which  oonld 
be  induced,  by  any  art  practised  by  the  agents  of  Timms,  to  utter 
a  syllable  on  a  subject  that  now  really  seemed  to  be  forbidden. 
When,  therefore,  Burton  appeared  on  the  stand,  and  was  sworn, 
the  two  counsel  for  the  defence  w^ted  for  him  to  open  his  lips, 
with  a  profound  and  common  interest. 

Burton  knew  the  deceased,  had  lived  all  his  life  near  them, 
was  at  home  the  night  of  the  fire,  went  to  assist  the  old  people, 
iaw  the  two  skeletons,  had  no  doubt  they  were  the  remains  of 
Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife,  observed  the  effects  of  a  heavy  blow 
across  the  foreheads  of  each,  the  same  tliat  was  etill  to  be  seen, 
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Inferred  thut  this  blow  Wl  destroyed  them,  or  bo  far  stanned 
them  as  to  leave  them  incapable  of  eecaping  from  the  fire. 
,  This  witness  was  then  questioned  on  the  subject  of  the  stack- 
ing, and  Mrs.  Goodwin's  board  of  money.  He  bad  seen  the 
stocking  but  once,  had  ofl»n  heard  it  mentioned  by  his  sisters, 
did  not  think  his  wife  bad  ever  alluded  to  it,  did  not  know  the 
amount  of  the  gold,  but  supposed  it  might  be  very  con^derable, 
saw  the  bureau  examined,  and  knew  that  tbe  stocking  could  not 
be  found.  Id  a  word,  his  testimony  in  chief  went  generally  to 
Bustiun  tbe  improsdon  that  prorailed  relative  to  the  murders, 
though  it  b  nnuecesBary  to  repeat  it  in  this  form,  as  the  cross- 
jxamioatjoa  will  better  explun  his  statements  and  opinions. 

"Mr,  Burton,"  said  Dunscomb,  "you  knew  the  GoodwiDi" 
weUr 

**Tery  well,  ur.  As  well  as  near  neighbours  generally  know 
each  other." 

"  Can  yoa  swear  that  those  are  the  skeletons  of  Peter  and 
Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"I  can  swear  that  I  believe  them  to  be  such  —  have  no  doubt 
of  the  taat" 

"  Point  out  that  which  you  suppose  to  be  the  skeleton  of  Petei 
Goodwin." 

This  request  embarrassed  the  witness.  In  common  with  all 
around  him,  he  had  no  other  cine  to  bia  fiiots  than  the  ciicnm- 
stances  tinder  which  these  vestiges  of  mortality  had  been  found, 
and  he  did  not  know  what  ought  to  be  his  reply. 

"  I  suppose  the  shortest  of  tbe  skeletons  to  be  Peter  Good- 
win's, and  the  longest  that  of  his  wife,"  be  at  length  answered. 
'  Peter  was  not  as  tall  as  Dorothy." 

"  Which  is  tbe  shortest  of  these  remains  1" 

"  That  I  oonld  not  say,  witbont  measuring.  I  know  tliat 
Eloodwiu  was  not  as  tall  as  his  wife  by  half  an  inoh,  for  I  htm 

v»n  item  measure."  ,-.  , 
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"  Then  yoa  would  say  that,  in  y<mx  opinion,  the  longest  <d 
these  two  skeletons  is  that  of  Dorothy  Qoodwin,  and  the  shcsteBt 
that  of  her  husband  F" 

"Yes,  dr;  that  is  my  opinion — fanned  to  the  beat  of  my 
knowledge.    I  have  seen  them  measure." 

"Was  this  measurement  acourate?" 

"  Tery  mach  so.  They  nsed  to  dispute  about  their  heigh^ 
Bad  they  meiunred  several  Hmes,  when  I  was  by;  generally  in 
&eir  stocking  feet,  and  once  barefoot." 

"The  difference  being  half  an  inch  in  &voar  of  the  wifef" 

"Yes,  sir,  as  near  as  could  be;  for  I  was  umpire  more  than 
ome," 

"Bid  Peter  Goodwin  and  hia  wife  live  happily  together?" 

"  Tolerable  —  much  as  other  married  folks  get  along." 

"  Explain  what  you  mean  by  that." 

"  Why,  there  'a  npg  and  downs,  I  suppose,  in  all  families. 
Dorothy  was  high-tempered,  and  Peter  was  sometimeB  croes- 
grwned." 

«  Do  you  mean  that  they  quarrelled  ?" 

"They  got  r'iled  with  each  other,  now  and  then." 

"  Was  Peter  Goodwin  a  sober  man  ?" 

The  witness  now  appeared  to  be  bothered.  He  looked  around 
him,  and  meeting  everywhere  with  countenances  which  evidently 
reflected  'yes,'  ho  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  nm  counter  to 
public  opinion,  and  say  '  no.'  It  is  amazing  what  a  tyrant  this  con- 
centration of  minds  geU  to  be  over  those  who  are  not  very  clear- 
headed themselves,  and  who  are  not  constituted,  morally,  to  redst 
its  influence.  It  almost  possesses  a  power  to  persuade  these  per 
ROUS  not  to  put  faith  in  their  own  senses,  and  disposes  them  to 
believe  what  they  hoar,  rather  than  what  they  have  seen.  lu- 
deed,  one  effect  is  to  cause  them  to  see  with  the  eyes  of  others. 
As  Ihe.'Deighboura,'  those  inquisitors  who  know  so  much  of  per 
sons  of  their  asaocis,tion  and  intimacy,  and  so  little  of  all  others, 

>ogIe 


'ins    WATB   OF   THs    HOUR.  417 

vecy  generally  fended  Peter  a  sober  man,  Barton  scarce  knew 
wliat  to  aJisner.  Circumstances  bad  made  Mm  aequmted  with 
the  dclinqueDcy  of  the  old  maoj  but  bis  allegatloiis  would  not  be 
Buatained  were  be  to  apeak  tbe  whole  truth,  ainoe  Peter  had  buc- 
ceedcd  in  keeping  hia  infirmity  from  being  generally  known.  To 
a  man  like  the  witness,  it  was  easier  to  aacrifice  the  truth  than 
U)  face  a.  neighboorbood. 

"Isuppoae  he  was  much  aa  others,"  answered  Burton,  after 
a  delay  that  caused  some  aurprise.  "  lie  was  human,  and  had  d 
human  natur'.  Independence  days,  and  other  rejoiclDga,  I've 
known  him  give  iu  more  than  the  temperance  people  think  is 
quite  right ;  but  I  shouldn't  say  he  was  downright  intemperate." 

"  He  drauk  to  excess,  then,  on  occasions  7" 

"  Peter  bad  a  veiy  weak  bead,  which  was  his  greatest  diffi 
culty." 

"  Did  you  ever  count  the  money  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking  ?" 

"  I  never  did.  There  was  gold  and  paper;  but  bow  much  I 
do  not  know." 

"  Sid  yon  see  any  strangers  iu  or  about  the  bouse  of  the 
Goodwins,  the  morning  of  the  fire?''' 

"  Yes;  two  strange  men  were  there,  and  were  active  in  help- 
ing the  prisoner  out  of  the  window,  and  afierworda  in  getting 
out  the  furniture.  They  were  very  particular  in  saving  Mary 
Monson's  property." 

"Were  those  strangers  near  the  bureau?" 

"Not  that  I  know.  I  helped  cany  the  bureau  out  myaelf ; 
txti  I  was  present  ^terwards  in  court  when  it  was  examined  for 
the  money. "  We  found  none." 

"  What  became  of  those  strangers?" 

"  I  cannot  teil  yon.    Tbey  wer?  lost  to  me  iu  tbe  confiitdoD.' 

"Had  you  ever  seen  them  before?" 

"  Never." 

''Nor  tinoe?" 
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"No,  ai." 

«  Will  70U  have  the  goodueas  to  take  that  rod,  aud  U-M  mt 
Khat  is  the  difference  m  length  between  the  two  skeletons  f " 

"  I  trust,  yoai  honour,  that  this  is  testimony  which  will  not 
bo  received,"  put  in  Williama.  "  The  fact  is  before  the  jury, 
tud  they  can  take  cognizance  of  it  for  themselves." 

DuQscomb  smiled  as  he  answered — 

"  The  zeal  of  the  learned  gentleman  ru.is  ahead  of  his  know- 
ledge of  the  rules  of  evidence.  Does  he  expect  the  jury  to 
measure  the  remidnsj  or  are  we  to  show  the  fact  by  mean?  of 


"  This  is  a  cross-esominationj  and  the  question  is  one  in  chief. 
The  witness  belongs  to  the  defence,  if  the  question  is  to  be  put 
at  all." 

"  I  think  not,  your  honour.  The  witness  has  testified,  in  chief, 
that  he  believes  these  romtuns  to  be  those  of  Peter  and  Dorothy 
Goodwin;  he  has  further  siud,  on  his  cross-examination,  that 
Dorothy  was  half  an  inch  taller  than  Peter ;  we  n  ow  wUh  to  put 
to  the  test  the  accuracy  of  the  first  opinion,  by  comparing  the 
two  fiicta  —  his  knowledge  of  the  difference  by  the  former  mea- 
surement  as  compared  with  the  present  It  has  been  s^d  that 
these  two  skeletons  are  very  nearly  of  a.  length.  We  wish  the 
truth  to  be  seen." 

"  The  witness  will  answer  the  question,"  said  the  judge. 

"  I  doubt  the  power  of  the  court  to  compel  a' witness  to  obt^D 
(acts  in  this  irregular  mode,"  observed  the  pertinacious  Williama. 

"  You  can  note  your  exceptions,  brother  Williams,"  returned 
the  judge,  smiling;  "although  it  is  not  easy  to  s^  with  what 
II  iefiil  consequences.  If  the  prisoner  be  acquitted,  you  can  hardly 
izpcct  to  try  her  agun ;  and,  if  convicted,  the  prosecution  will 
scarcely  wish  tc  press  any  objection." 

Williams,  who  was  as  much  influenced  by  a  bull-dog  tenacity, 
as  by  any  other  motive,  now  submitted;  and  Burton  took  ti« 


tod  anil  measured  the  skeletona,  an  office  he  might  have  declined, 
most  probably,  bad  be  seen  fit.  The  speotators  observed  sorprisG 
in  hia  countenance;  and  be  wan  seen  to  repeat  the  meaauremont^ 
seemingly  with  more  care. 

"  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  difference  in  the  length  of  those 
skeletons?"  inqiiired  Dunscomb. 

"  I  make  it  abont  an  inch  and  a  half,  if  these  marka  are  to  be 
rslied  on,"  was  the  slow,  cautious,  irell-con^dered  reply. 

"  Bo  you  now  say  that  you  belieye  these  skeletons  to  be  the 
remains  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin  ?" 

"Whose  else  can  they  be?  They  were  found  on  the  spot 
where  the  old  couple  used  to  sleep." 

"  I  ask  yon  to  answer  my  question ;  I  am  not  here  to  answei 
yours.  Do  you  still  say  that  yon  believe  these  to  be  the  skelotons 
of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin  ?" 

"  I  am  a  good  deal  non-plussed  by  this  mea£uren.cnt — though 
the  flesh,  and  skin,  and  muscles,  may  have  made  a  considerable 
■lifFcrence  in  life." 

"  Certainly,"  said  Williams,  with  one  of  his  withering  SEceru 
—  sneers  that  had  carried  many  a  cause  purely  by  their  impu- 
dence and  sarcasm  —  "  Every  one  knows  how  much  more  muscle 
1  man  has  than  a  woman.  It  causes  the  great  difference  in  their 
Htrength.  A  bunch  of  muscles,  more  or  less  in  the  heel,  would 
explain  all  this,  and  a  great  deal  more." 

"  How  many  persons  dwelt  in  the  house  of  Goodwin  at  the 
dmo  of  the  fire?"  demanded  Dunscomb. 

"  They  tell  me  Mary  Monson  was  there,  and  I  saw  her  there 
during  the  fire;  but  I  never  saw  her  there  before." 

"  Do  you  know  of  any  other  inmate  besides  the  old  couple  and 
the  prisoner?" 

"  I  did  see  a  strange  woman  about  the  house  for  a  week  or  twc 
before  the  fire,  but  I  never  spoke  to  ber.  They  tell  me  she  wa£ 
High  Dutch." 
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"Never  miod  what  they  tell  jou,  Mr.  Burton"  —  obBcrved 
the  judge  —  "  testify  only  to  what  you  knotB." 

"  JM  yoa  see  this  strange  woman  at  the  fire,  or  after  the  fire  ?" 
continued  Dunscomb. 

"  I  can't  gay  that  I  did.  I  remember  to  havo  looked  round 
fbr  licr,  too;  but  I  did  not  find  her." 

"  Was  her  absence  spoken  of  in  the  crowd  at  the  time  ?" 

"  Something  was  stdd  about  it;  bat  wc  were  loo  much  token 
up  with  the  old  couple  to  think  a  great  deal  of  this  stranger." 

This  is  an  outline  of  Burton's  testimony;  though  the  cross- 
ezamiaatioa  was  coutinucd  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  Williams 
had  him  again  esamiaed  in  chief.  That  intrepid  practitioner 
contended  that  the  defence  had  made  Burton  its  own  witness  in 
all  that  related  to  the  measorement  of  the  skeletoDs;  and  that 
he  had  a  right  to  a  cross-exambation.  After  all  this  contest,  the 
only  fact  of  any  moment  elidted  fix>m  the  witness  related  to  the 
difference  in  stature  between  Goodwin  and  his  wife,  as  has  been 
stated  already. 

In  tho  mean  time,  Timms  asccrt^ned  that  the  last  report  sot 
on  foot  by  his  owa  agents,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mary  Monson 
herself,  was  circulating  freely;  and,  though  it  was  directly  op- 
posed to  the  preceding  rumour,  which  had  found  great  favour 
with  the  gossips,  this  extravagant  tale  was  most  greedily  swal- 
lowed. We  conceive  that  those  persons  who  are  so  constituted, 
morally,  as  to  find  pleasure  in  listening  to  the  idle  rumours  that 
float  about  society,  are  objects  of  pity;  their  morbid  desire  to  talk 
of  the  affijrs  of  others  being  a  disease  that  presses  them  down 
beneath  the  level  they  might  otherwise  occupy.  With  such  per- 
sons, the  probabilities  go  for  nothing;  and  they  ate  more  inclined 
to  ^ve  credit  to  a  report  that  excites  their  interest,  by  running 
counter  to  all  the  known  laws  of  human  actions,  than  to  ^ve 
bitb  to  its  contradiction,  when  sustained  by  eveiy  reason  that 
experience  sustaina    Thus  was  it  on  the  present  occasion.    There 
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\Tas  Bometliing  so  ftudaoious  in  the  mmour  that  Maiy  MonaoD 
belonged  to  a  gang  of  rogues  in  town,  and  had  been  sent  eape- 
aallj  to  rob  the  Goodwins,  that  vulgar  curiosity  found  groat 
delight  in  it;  the  individual  who  heard  the  roport  usually  send- 
ing it  on  with  additions  of  his  own,  that  had  their  authority 
purely  in  \ho  workings  of  a  dull  ima^ation.  It  is  in  that  way 
that  this  groat  faculty  of  the  mind  is  made  to  perform  a  double 
duty ;  which  in  the  one  ease  is  as  pure  and  ennobling,  as  in  the 
other  it  is  deba^ng  and  ignoble.  The  man  of  a  rich  ima^nation, 
fao  who  is  capable  of  throwing  the  charms  of  poetical  feeUng 
around  the  world  in  which  we  dwell,  is  commonly  a  man  of  troth. 
The  high  faculty  which  he  poaaeases  seems,  in  such  cases,  to  be 
employed  in  ferreting  out  feoto  which,  on  proper  occasions,  he 
produces  distinctly,  manfully,  and  logically.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a  species  of  subordinate  imagination  that  is  utterly  inca- 
pable of  embellishing  life  with  oharms  of  any  sort,  and  which 
delights  in  the  false.  This  last  is  the  ima^uation  of  the  gosdp. 
It  obtains  some  modicum  of  fact,  mixes  it  with  large  quantities 
of  stupid  fiction,  delights  in  the  idol  it  has  tbua  fitshioned  out 
of  its  own  head,  and  sends  it  abroad  to  find  worshippers  as  dull, 
as  vulgar-minded,  and  as  uncharitable,  as  itself. 

Timms  grew  fiight^ned  at  the  success  of  his  olieot's  scheme, 
and  felt  the  necessity  of  commencing  the  reaction  at  once,  if  the 
laet  were  to  have  time  in  which  to  produce  its  effect  He  had 
been  warmly  opposed  to  the  project  in  the  commencement,  and 
had  strenuously  resisted  its  adoption ;  but  Mary  Monsoa  would 
not  listen  to  his  objections.  She  even  threatened  to  employ  an- 
other, should  bo  foil  her.  The  conceit  seemed  to  have  taken  a 
strong  hold  on  her  fancy  j  and  all  the  wilfiilnoss  of  her  character 
had  come  in  aid  of  this  strange  scheme.  The  thing  was  done; 
&nd  it  now  romained  to  prevent  its  effecting  the  mischief  it  was 
so  well  adapted  to  produce. 

.All  this  time,  Jie  fitir  prisoner  sat  in  perfectly  composet) 
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nlence,  listening  attentivelj  to  everTthing  that  was  eiud,  and 
octaaioiiDllj  taking  a  note.  Timms  Tentnreii  to  suggest  that  it 
might  be  better  were  sbe  to  abst^n  from  doing  tbc  laat,  as  iS 
gave  her  the  air  of  knowing  too  much,  and  helped  to  deprive  her 
of  the  interesting  character  of  an  nnprotected  female ;  but  she 
turned  a  perfectly  deaf  ear  to  his  admonitions,  binta,  and  cotmse!. 
He  wUE  a  safe  adviser,  nevertheleas,  in  matters  of  this  sort ;  but 
Mary  Monson  was  not  accustomed  bo  much  to  follow  the  Itta/Jiaff 
of  others,  as  to  submit  to  her  own  impulses. 

The  WBters  of  Burton  were  next  examined.  They  proved  ah 
the  admitted  facta;  testified  as  to  the  stocking  and  its  contents; 
and  two  of  them  recognised  the  piece  of  gold  which  was  said  to 
have  been  found  in  Marj  Monson's  purse,  as  that  which  had 
once  been  the  property  of  Dorothy  Goodwin.  On  this  head,  the 
testimony  of  each  was  full,  direct^  and  explicit  Each  had  often 
seen  the  piece  of  gold,  and  they  had  noted  a  very  small  noteh 
or  wrateh  near  the  edge,  which  noteh  or  ecrateh  was  visible  on 
the  piece  now  presented  in  court.  The  cross-examination  foiled 
to  shake  this  testimony,  and  well  it  might,  for  every  word  theae 
yonng  women  stated  was  strictly  txue.  The  experiment  of  placing 
the  piece  of  coin  among  other  umilar  coin,  failed  with  them. 
They  easily  recognized  the  true  piece  by  the  not«h.  Timms  was 
confounded;  Dunscomb  looked  very  grave;  Williams  raised  his 
nose  higher  than  ever;  and  Mary  Monson  was  perfectly  sur- 
prised. When  the  noteh  was  first  mentioned,  she  arose,  advanced 
far  enough  te  examine  the  coin,  and  laid  her  hand  on  her  fore- 
head, as  if  she  pondered  painfully  on  the  circumstance.  The 
testimony  that  this  was  the  identical  piece  found  iii  her  purse 
was  very  ample,  the  coin  having  been  scaled  up  and  kept  by  the 
■•oroner,  who  had  brought  it  into  court;  while  it  must  n'lw  be 
admitted  that  a  very  strong  case  was  made  out  to  sliow  that 
this  foreign  coin  had  once  been  among  the  boards  of  Dorothy 


in  tiU  who  heard  it^  iDoluding  die  court,  the  bar,  the  jury  aod 
the  audience.  Every  persou  present,  but  tiose  who  were  in  the 
iinmedkt«  confidence  of  the  accused,  was  firmly  convinced  of 
Mary  Monson's  guilt.  Perhapa  the  only  other  exceptions  to  this 
mode  of  thinking  were  a  few  espeiionoed  practitioners,  who, 
from  long  habit,  knew  the  vast  importance  of  hearing  both  sides, 
before  they  made  np  their  minds  in  a  matter  of  bo  much  moment 

Wc  shall,  not  follow  Biuiscomb  through  his  long  and  arduous 
cross-esBmioation  of  the  sisters  of  Barton  j  but  confine  ourselves 
to  a  few  of  the  njore  pertinent  of  the  interrogatories  that  he  put 
to  the  eldest,  and  wbich  were  duly  TepeBt«d  when  the  other  two 
were  placed  on  the  stand. 

"  Will  yon  name  the  persons  dwelling  in  the  house  of  tho 
Goodwins  at  the  time  of  the  fire?"  asked  Dunscomb. 

"  I'here  were  the  two  old  folks,  this  Mary  Monson,  and  a 
Oerman  woman  named  Yetty  (Jette),  that  aunt  Dorothy  took  in 
to  wait  on  her  boarders," 

"Was  Mrs.  Goodwin  your  aunt,  then?" 

"  No ;  we  wasn't  related  no  how ;  but,  being  such  near  neigh- 
bours, and  she  so  old,  we  just  called  her  aunt  by  way  of  a  com- 
pliment." 

"  I  understand  tbat,"  said  Dunscomb,  arching  his  brows  —  "I 
am  called  uncle,  and  by  very  charming  young  persona,  on  the 
same  principle.     Did  you  know  much  of  this  German  1" 

"  I  saw  her  almost  every  day  for  the  time  she  was  there,  and 
talked  with  her  as  well  aa  I  could;  but  she  spoke  very  little 
English.  Mary  Monson  was  the  only  person  who  could  talk 
with  her  freely ;  she  spoke  her  language." 

"  Had  you  much  acquaintance  with  the  prisoner  at  the  bar?" 

"  I  was  some  acquwnted;  as  a  body  always  is,  when  they  live 
5iioh  near  neighbcurs." 

"  Were  your  conversations  with  the  prisoner  frcqnent,  or  (it 
nil  confidential  ?" 
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"  To  own  Hie  troUi,  I  never  spoke  to  her  in  mj  life.  Mar; 
Monson  waa  much  too  gnuiil  for  me." 

Dimscomb  emiled ;  he  oaderslood  how  common  it  was  fbi 
persons  in  this  country  to  sa;  they  ate  "  well  acqatunted"  with 
this  or  that  indiTidnal,  when  their  whole  knowledge  ia  derived 
from  the  common  tongue.  An  infinity  of  miBchief  is  done  by 
tiuB  praclioo;  but  the  ordinary  American  who  will  admit  that 
he  lives  near  any  one,  without  having  an  acquaintance  with  him, 
if  acquaintance  ia  supposed  to  confer  credit,  ia  an  extraordinaiy 
exception  to  a  very  general  rule.  The  idea  of  being  "  too  grand" 
was  of  a  nature  to  injure  the  prisoner  and  to  impur  her  rights ;  and 
Dunscomb  deemed  it  beat  to  posh  the  witness  a  little  on  this  points 

"  Why  did  you  think  Mary  Monson  waa  '  too  grand''for  yon  t" 
ho  demanded. 

"  Because  ahe  looked  ao." 

"  How  did  she  look  ?  —  In  what  way  does  or  did  her  looks 
indicate  that  she  waa,  or  thought  herself  'too  grand'  for  youi 
association  7" 

"  la  this  necessary,  Mr.  Dunscomb  ?"  demanded  the  judge. 

"  I  beg  your  honour  will  suffer  the  gentleman  to  proceed,"  put 
in  Williams,  cocking  his  nose  higher  than  ever,  and  looking  round 
the  court-room  with  an  mr  of  intelligence  that  the  great  York 
counsellor  did  not  like.  "It  Is  an  interesting  anbject;  and  we 
pocr,  ignorant,  Duke'a  county  folks,  may  get  useful  ideaa,  to  teach 
ns  how  to  look  'too  grand  1'" 

Dunscomb  felt  that  he  had  made  a  false  step;  and  he  had  the 
self'Oommand  to  stop. 

"  llad  you  any  conversation' with  the  German  woman?"  he 
continued,  bowing  slightly  to  the  judge  to  denote  submission  ta 
\i»  pleasure. 

"  She  couldn't  talk  English.  Mary  Monson  talked  with  her 
[  didn't,  to  any  account." 

"Were  yon  at  the  fire?"  n,g,„..dh,GoogIe 
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"I  was." 

"  Did  you  aee  anything  of  tliia  German  during  the  fire,  « 
jftcrwardg  ?  " 

"I  didn't.     She  disappeared,  nnacco un table  1" 

"  Did  you  visit  the  Goodwins  as  often  after  Mary  Tilonsim 
moie  to  live  with  them,  aa  yoo  had  done  previously  ?" 

"Ididn't — grand  looks  and  grand  language  isn't  agrecahlu 
fo  me." 

"Did  Mary  Monson  ever  speak  to  you?" 

"  I  think,  your  honour,"  objceted  Williams,  who  did  not  lika 
the  question,  "  that  this  is  travelling  out  of  the  record," 

"Let  the  gentleman  proceed  —  time  ie  precious,  and  z  discno- 
sion  would  lose  ua  more  of  it  than  to  let  him  proc^d — go  on, 
Mr.  Dunscomb." 

"Did  Mary  Monson  ever  speak  to  yon?" 

"  She  never  did,  to  my  knowledge," 

"  What,  then,  do  you  mean  by  *  grand  language  V  " 

"  Why,  when  she  spoke  to  aunt  Dorothy,  she  didn't  speak  aa 
{  was  used  to  hear  folks  speak." 

"In  what  respect  was  the' difference  ?" 

"  She  was  grander  in  her  speech,  and  more  pretending  like." 

"Do  you  mean  louder?" 

"No  —  perhaps  she  wasn't  as  loud  as  common — hut 'twaa 
more  like  a  hook,  and  uncommon." 

Dunscomb  understood  all  this  perfectly,  as  well  as  the  feeling 
which  lay  at  its  bottom,  but  ho  saw  that  the  jury  did  notj  and 
ae  was  forced  to  abandon  the  inquiry,  as  often  happens  on  snoh 
occasions,  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  those  to  whom  the 
testimony  was  addressed.  He  soon  after  abandoned  the  cross- 
esaminatioo  of  the  sister  of  Burton;  when  bis  wife  was  brought 
upon  the  stand  by  the  prosecution. 

This  woman,  coming  from  a  different  stock,  had  none  of  the 
&mi]y  characteristics  of  the  sisters.     As  they  were  ^imilousi 
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(brwardj  and  willing  enough  to  testify,  she  was  aiSent,  reserved 
in  manner,  thoughtful,  and  seemingly  bo  dif&dent  that  she  trem- 
bled all  over,  as  she  laid  hor  hand  on  the  sacred  volume.  Mrs. 
Burton  passed  for  a  very  good  woman  among  all  who  dwelt  in  oi 
near  Biberry;  and  there  was  much  more  confidence  felt  in  bei 
rerelatdons  than  in  those  of  her  ^ters-in-laW.  Great  modesty, 
Dot  to  say  timidity  of  manner,  an  air  of  singular  candour,  a  low, 
gentle  voice,  and  an  anxions  exprcssioii  of  counfeaance,  as  if  she 
weighed  the  import  of  every  syllable  she  uttered,  soon  won  for 
this  witness  the  sympathy  of  all  present,  as  well  as  perfect  cre- 
dence. Every  word  she  uttered  had  a  direct  influence  on  the 
case;  and  this  so  much  the  more  since  she  testified  relucbmtly, 
and  would  gladly  have  been  permitted  to  say  nothing.   • 

The  account  given  by  Mrs.  BurtoQ,  in  her  examinadoa  in 
chief,  did  not  materially  differ  from  that  previously  stated  by  bor 
sisters-in-law.  She  knew  more,  in  some  respects,  than  those  who 
had  preceded  her,  while,  in  others,  she  knew  less.  She  had  been 
more  in  the  confidence  of  Dorothy  Ooodwiu  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  her  family,  had  seen  her  oflener,  and  knew  more  of  her 
private  affairs.  With  the  stocking  and  its  contents  she  ad- 
mitted that  she  was  familiarly  acquainted.  The  gold  exceeded 
twelve  hundred  dollars  in  amount;  she  had  counted  it,  in  her 
own  hands.  There  was  paper,  also,  but  she  did  not  know  how 
much,  exactly,  b£  Dorothy  kept  thai  very  much  to  herself.  She 
knew,  however,  that  her  neighbours  talked  of  purchasing  a  farm, 
the  price  of  which  was  quite  five  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  that 
Dorothy  often  talked  of  paying  down.  She  thought  the  deceased 
must  have  had  money  to  that  amount,  in  some  form  or  other. 

On  the  subject  of  the  piece  of  gold  found  in  Mary  Monson'a 
purse,  Mrs.  Burton  gave  her  testimony  with  the  most  amiable 
discretion.  Every  one  compwed  the  reserve  and  reluctance  of 
her  manner  most  favourably  with  the  pert  readiness  of  Mrs.  Pope 
end  toe  aislers.     This  witness  appeared  to  appreciate  the  efiuot 


)f  aU  she  Bmdj  and  uttered  the  &cte  sbi.  knew  with  a  geutluuesa 
of  .manner  that  gave  great  weight  to  her  testimonjf.  Dunscomb 
■oon  saw  that  this  was  the  witness  the  defence  hud  moat  reason 
to  dread,  and  he  used  the  greatest  care  in  having  every  word  she 
Eud  written  out  with  precision. 

Mrs.  Burton  swore  point  blank  to  the  piece  of  notchod  gold; 
altliough  she  fairlj  trembled  as  she  gave  her  testimony.  She 
knew  it  was  the  very  piece  that  she  had  oflien  seen  in  Dorotlijf 
Ooodwia's  possession;  she  had  examined  it,  at  least  a  doMD 
times,  and  could  have  selected  it  among  a  thousand  similar  coins, 
by  means  of  its  private  marks.  Besides  the  not«h,  there  was  a 
slight  defect  in  the  impression  of  the  date.  This  bad  been 
poiatod  ov(t  to  ber  by  Dorothy  Goodwin  herself,  who  had  said  it 
van  a  good  mark  by  which  to  know  the  piece,  should  it  be  stolen. 
Ca  this  head,  the  witness's  testimony  was  firm,  clear,  and  full. 
is  it  was  corroborated  by  so  much  other  evidence,  the  result  waa 
a  deep  and  very  general  impressioQ  of  the  prisoner's  guUt. 

It  was  lat«  when  the  examination  in  chief  of  Mrs.  Burton  ter- 
minated. She  stated  that  she  was  much  fatigued,  and  was  suf- 
fering under  a  severe  headache;  and  Williams  asked,  in  her 
behalf,  that  the  court  would  adjourn  over,  until  next  day,  ere  the 
cross-examination  was  gone  into.  This  suited  Punscomb's  views 
altogether,  for  he  knew  be  might  lose  an  essential  advantage  by 
allowing  the  witness  a  night  to  arrange  her  thonghls,  pending  so 
searching  a  process.  There  being  no  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  to  the  request  of  the  prosecution,  the  judge  so  far 
waived  his  regard  for  the  precious  time  of  the  court,  as  to  consent 
lo  adjourn  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  instead  of  pushing  the 
.laso  tti  ten  or  eleven.  As  a  consequence  the  jurors  took  their 
rest  in  bed,  instead  of  sleeping  in  the  jury-box. 

Dunscomb  left  the  court-house,  that  night,  dejected,  and  with 
10  great  expcclaUon  of  the  acquittal  of  his  client  Timms  had 
*  betler  feeling,  and  thought  nothing  had  yet  appeared  that  might 
Ji"i  be  Bii(v;e,'i=fully  resisted  C.CKH'li. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

"  1  've  not  wrong'd  her." 
"  Far  be  it  from  my  ieari." 
"Then  why  this  argument?" 
"  Hj  lord,  my  nature  'b  jealous,  and  you  *11  bear  iL" 
0(>B>  jr. 

So  great  was  the  confidence  of  Sarah  Wilmeter  and  Aiina  Up- 
dyke  in  the  innocence  of  their  friend,  that  almost  every  step  that 
the  trial  advanced,  appeared  to  them  as  so  much  progress  towards 
an  eventual  acquittal.  It  was  perhaps  a  little  singnlar,  that  the 
party  most  interested,  she  who  knew  her  own  guilt  or  innoceDce, 
became  dejected,  and  for  the  first  half  hour  ai^r  they  had  led 
the  court-room,  she  was  silent  and  thoughtful.  Good  Mrs.  Gott 
Kas  quite  in  deapiur,  and  detuned  Anna  TJpdyke,  wiih  whom 
she  had  estahlished  a  sort  of  intimacy,  as  she  opened  the  door  of 
the  gallery  for  the  admission  of  the  party,  in  order  to  say  a  word 
on  the  subject  that  lay  nearest  to  her  heart. 

"  Oh  !  Miss  Anna,"  said  the  sheriff's  wife,  "  it  goes  from  bad 
to  worse !     It  was  bad  enough  last  evening,  and  it  is  worse  to- 

"  Who  tells  you  this,  Mrs,  Gott  ?  So  far  from  thinking  a^ 
you  do,  I  regard  it  as  appearing  particularly  favourable." 

"You  must  have  heard  what  Burton  said,  and  what  his  wife 
aaid,  too.     They  are  the  witnesses  I  dread." 

"  Yes,  but  who  will  mind  what  such  persons  say  I  I  am  sure 
if  fifty  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burtons  were  to  testify  that  Maiy  Monsoo 
bad  t«kcn  money  that  did  not  belong  to  her,  I  should  not  believt 
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"  Tou  are  not  a  Duke's  county  jury !  Why,  Miaa  Anna,  ttess 
men  will  believe  almoet  anything  you  tell  them.  Only  sVear  to 
it,  and  there's  no  accounting  for  their  credulity.  No;  I  no 
more  behevc  in  Mary  Mouson's  guilt,  than  I  do  in  my  own ;  but 
Uw  is  law,  they  say,  and  rich  and  poor  must  abide  by  it." 

"  You  riew  the  matter  under  a  &lae  light,  my  kind-hearted 
Urs.  Gott,  and  after  a  uight'e  rest  will  see  the  case  differently. 
Sarah  and  I  have  been  delighted  with  the  course  of  things.  Yon 
taast  have  remarked  no  one  said  that  Mary  Monson  had  been 
seen  to  set  fire  to  the  house,  or  to  harm  the  Goodwins,  or  te 
touch  their  property,  or  to  do  anything  that  was  wrong;  and  of 
course  she  must  be  acquitted." 

"  I  wish  that  piece  of  gold  had  not  been  found  in  her  pocket ! 
[t'g  that  which  makes  all  the  trouble." 

"I  think  nothing  of  that,  my  good  friend.  There  is  nothing 
remarkable  in  two  pieces  of  money  having  the  same  marks  on 
them ;  I  have  seen  that  often,  myself.  '  Besides,  Mary  Monson 
esplLuna  all  that,  and  her  declaration  is  as  good  as  that  of  this 
Mrs.  Burton's,  any  day." 

"Not  in  law,  Miss' Anna;  do,  not  in  law.  Out  of  doors  it 
might  be  much  better,  and  probably  is;  but  not  in  court,  by 
what  they  tell  me.  Gott  says  it  is  beginning  to  look  very  dark, 
aud  that  we,  in  the  gaol,  here,  must  prepare  for  the  very  worst 
I  tell  him,  if  I  was  he,  I'd  resign  before  I'd  execute  such  a 
beautiful  creature!" 

"  You  make  me  shudder  with  such  horrid  thoughts,  Mrs. 
Qott,  and  I  will  thank  yoa  to  open  the  door.  Take  courage; 
we  shall  never  have  to  lament  such  a  catastrophe,  or  your  has- 
i)and  to  perform  so  revolting  a  duty." 

"I  hope  not — I'm  sure  I  hope  not,  with  all  my  heart.  1 
would  prefer  that  Gott  should  give  up  all  hopes  of  ever  rising 
any  higher,  than  have  him  do  this  office.  One  never  knows, 
AlisK  Anna,  what  is  to  happen  in  life,  though  I  was  as  happy  an 


a  child  irheD  he  was  made  aheriff.  If  mj  worda  hare  say  weight 
with  him,  aod  he  ol^en  says  they  have,  I  shall  never  let  him 

eieeute  Mary  MoDson.  You  are  young,  Miss  Anna;  but  you've 
heard  the  tongue  of  flattery,  I  make  no  doubt,  and  know  how 
sweet  it  is  to  woman's  ear." 

Mrs.  Gott  had  been  wiping  ber  eyes  with  one  band,  and  put- 
ting the  key  into  the  lock  with  the  other,  while  talking,  and  abe 
now  stood  regarding  her  young  companion  with  a  sort  of  motherly 
interest,  as  she  made  this  appeal  to  her  experience.  Anna 
blushed  'rosy  red,'  and  raised  ber  gloved  band  lo  turn  the  key, 
as  if  desirous  of  getting  away  from  the  earnest  look  of  the  matron. 

"That's  juflt  the  way  with  all  of  us,  Miss  Anna  I"  continued 
Mrs.  Gott.  "  We  listen,  and  listen,  and  listen ;  and  believe,  and 
believe,  and  believe,  until  we  are  no  longer  the  gay,  lightrhearted 
creatures  that  we  were,  but  become  mopy,  and  sigbful,  and 
anxious,  to  a  degree  that  mukea'  ua  forget  father  and  mother, 
and  fly  from  the  paternal  loof." 

"Will  you  have  the  kindness,  now,  to  let  me  into  tbe  gaol?" 
said  Anna,  in  tbe  gentlest  voice  imaginable. 

"In  a  minute,  my  dear — I  call  you  my  dear,  because  I  like 
you  J  for  I  never  use  what  Gott  calls  'high  flown.'  There  is 
Mr.  John  Wilmeter,  now,  as  handsome  and  agreeable  a  youth 
as  ever  came  to  Biberry.  He  comes  here  two  or  three  tdmes  a 
day,  and  sits  and  talks  with  me  ia  tbe  most  agreeable  way,  until 
I  've  got  to  like  bim  better  than  any  yonug  man  of  my  acqtiaint- 
ance.  He  talks  of  you,  quite  half  the  time ;  and  when  he  is  no) 
talkirig  of  yon,  he  is  thinking  of  you,  as  I  know  by  tbe  way  he 
gazes  at  this  very  door." 

"  Perhaps  bis  thougbta  are  on  Mary  Monson,"  answered  Anna, 
blushing  scarlet,  "  You  know  she  is  a  sort  of  client  of  bis,  and 
ue  has  been  here  iu  her  service,  for  a  good  while." 

"She  hardly  ever  saw  him;  scarcely  ever,  except  at  thlp 
grate.     His  foot  never  cmesed  this  threshold,  until  his  nnoU 
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cunie;  and  ^qc«,  I  believe  he  has  gooe  in  but  once.  Mu^ 
MoQGon  is  not  tbe  beiog  be  worabips." 

"  I  trnat  bs  worships  tbe  Beiag  we  all  worsbipj  Mrs.  Qott," 
Btruggliog  gently  to  torn  tbe  key,  and  socceedlng.  "  It  is  not 
for  OS  poor  frail  beings  to  talk  of  being  worshipped." 

"  Or  of  worshipping,  as  I  tell  Gott/'  sud  tbe  sheriff's  wife, 
permitting  her  companion  to  depart 

Anna  found  Mary  Monsou  and  Sarah  walking  together  in  the 
gullary,  converaing  earnestly. 

"  It  is  singular  that  nothing  reaches  us  from  Michael  Milling- 
ton  I"  exclaimed  tbe  last,  as  Anna  interlocked  arms  with  her, 
and  joined  the  party.  "It  is  now  near  eight-and-forty  boma 
since  my  uncle  sent  bim  to  town." 

"  On  my  business  ?"  demanded  Mary  Monson,  quickly. 

"  Certainly ;  on  no  other — tbongh  what  it  was  that  took  bim 
away  so  suddenly,  I  have  not  been  told.  I  trust  you  will  bo 
able  to  overturn  all  that  these  Bnrtons  hare  B^d,  and  to  repur 
tbe  mischief  they  have  done?" 

"  Tear  nothing  for  me.  Miss  Wilmeter,"  answered  the  pri- 
soner, with  singular  steadiness  of  manner — "I  tell  you,  as  I 
have  often  t«ld  your  friend,  /  mwt  be  acquitted.  J*t  justice 
take  ite  course,  say  I,  and  the  guilty  be  punished.  I  have  a  clue 
to  the  whole  story,  as  I  believe,  and  must  make  provision  for  to- 
morrow. Do  you  two,  dear,  warm-hearted  friends  as  yon  are, 
now  leave  me ;  and  when  you  roach  the  inn,  seud  Mr.  Ihinscomb 
hither,  as  soon  as  pi^sible.  Not  that  Timms;  but  noble,  honesty 
upright  Mr.  Dunscomb.  Kiss  me,  each  of  you,  and  so  good 
night.  Think  of  me  in  your  prayers.  I  am  a  great  sinner,  and 
have  need  of  your  prayers." 

The  wishes  of  Mary  Monson  were  obeyed,  and  the  young  la- 
dies left  the  gaol  for  the  night.  Ten  minutes  later  Dunscomb 
reached  tbe  place,  and  was  admitted.  His  conference  with  his 
alicDt  was  long,  intensely  interesting,  and  it  quit«  unsettled  the 
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notions  he  had  now,  for  some  time,  enlcrtaiDed  of  her  guilt.  She 
did  not  communicate  any  thing  concerning  her  past  life,  nor  did 
Bha  make  any  promisee  on  that  subject;  but  she  did  communi- 
cate fikcte  of  great  importance,  as  connected  with  the  result  of  bei 
trial.  Dunscomb  left  her,  at  a  late  hour,  with  views  eutirelj' 
ehauged,  hopes  revived,  and  his  resolution  stimulated.  He  made 
ample  entries  iu  his  brief;  nor  did  be  lay  his  head  on  Ian  pillow 
uati]  it  was  very  lale. 

The  little  court-house  bell  rang  as  usual,  next  morning,  and 
judge,  jurors,  witnesses,  lawyers,  and  the  curious  m  general,  col- 
lected as  before,  without  any  ceremony,  though  in  decent  quiet 
The  case  was  now  getting  to  be  so  serious,  that  all  approached  it 
as  truly  a  matter  of  life  and  death;  evea  the  reporters  submitting 
to  an  impulse  of  humanity,  and  viewing  the  whole  affiur  less  in 
a  business  point  of  view,  than  aa  one  which  might  carry  a  singu- 
larly gifted  woman  into  the  other  world.  The  first  act  of  (he 
day  opened  by  putting  Mrs.  Burton  on  the  stand,  for  her  cross- 
examination.  Aa  every  intelligent  person  present  nndcrstood 
that  on  her  testimony  depended  the  main  result,  the  fall  of  a  pin 
might  almost  have  been  heard,  so  profound  was  the  general  wish 
to  catch  what  was  going  on.  The  witness,  however,  appeared  to 
be  calm,  white  the  advocate  was  pale  and  anxious.  He  hod  the 
air  of  one  who  had  slept  little  the  past  night  H.e  arranged  hb 
papers  with  studied  core,  made  each  movement  deliberately,  com- 
pressed his  lips,  and  seemed  to  be  bringing  his  thoughts  into 
such  a  state  of  order  and  distinctness  that  each  might  be  resorted 
to  as  it  was  needful.  In  point  of  fact,  Dunscomb  foresaw  that 
a  human  life  depended  very  much  on  the  result  of  this  cross-es 
uninatiou,  and  like  a  conscientious  man,  he  was  disposed  to  d 
his  whole  duty.  No  wonder,  then,  that  he  paused  to  reflect,  was 
deliberate  in  hts  acts,  and  concentrated  in  feeling. 

"We  will  first  give  our  attention  to  this  piece  of  gold,  Mrs 
Borttm,"  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  mildly  eommeuced,  m» 
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tiuDiDg  to  the  coroner,  who  was  in  court,  to  show  the  witneBa  th« 
piece  of  money  go  often  examined.  "  Are  you  qnite  certain  thai 
it  is  the  veiy  coin  that  yon  saw  in  the  posseauon  of  Mrs.  Good- 
win?" 

"  Abaolutely  certain,  sir.  As  certain  as  I  am  of  anything  ih 
tho  world." 

"  Mrs.  Barton,  I  wish  yon  to  remember  Hiat  the  Ufe  of  the 
pTBoner  at  the  bar  wiE,  most  probably,  be  affected  by  your  testi- 
mony Be  kind  enough,  then,  to  be  very  goarded  and  close  in 
your  answers.  Do  you  still  say  that  this  ia  the  precise  coin  that 
you  once  saw  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking?" 

The  witness  seemed  suddenly  struck  with  the  manner  of  the 
advooal).  She  trembled  from  head  to  foot.  Still,  Dnnscomb 
spoke  mildly,  kindly  even ;  and  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  present, 
was  but  a  repetition  of  that  conveyed  in  the  former  question. 
Nevertheless,  those  secret  agencies,  by  means  of  which  thought 
meets  thought,  unknown  to  all  but  their  possessors ;  that  set  in 
motion,  as  it  might  be,  all  the  covert  currents  of  the  mind,  caus- 
ing them  to  flow  towards  similar  streams  in  the  miud  of  another, 
were  now  at  work,  and  Dunscomb  and  the  witness  bad  a  clue  to 
each  other's  meaning  that  entirely  escaped  the  obserratbn  of  all 
around  tbem.  There  is  nothing  novel  in  tliis  state  of  secret  in-  . 
telligence.  It  doubtless  depends  on  a  mntoal  consoiousness,  and 
a  common  knowledge  of  certain  material  facts,  the  latter  being 
applied  by  the  former,  with  promptitude  and  tact.  Notwith- 
standing ber  sudden  alarm,  and  the  change  it  brought  over  her 
entire  manner,  Mrs.  Burton  answered  the  question  as  before; 
what  was  more,  she  answered  it  truly.  The  piece  of  gold  found 
in  Mary  Monaon's  purse,  and  now  in  possession  of  the  coroner, 
who  had  kept  it  carefully,  in  order  to  identify  it,  had  been  in 
Dorothy  Goodwin's  stocking. 

"  Quite  certain,  sir.    I  know  that  to  be  the  same  piece  of 

money  that  I  saw,  at  diffisrent  times,  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stockin|^' 
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"  IKd  you  ever  have  that  gold  coin  in  your  own  hand,  Mrs. 
Burton,  previously  to  this  tMal?" 

This  was  a  very  natural  and  simple  interro^tot^ ;  one  that 
might  be,  and  probably  was,  anticipated ;  yet  it  gave  the  witness 
aneasinesB,  more  from  the  manner  of  Dunscomb,  perhaps,  than 
from  anything  in  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  itself.  The  answer, 
honevar,  was  g^ven    promptly,   and,   as  before,  with  perfect 

"  On  several  occasions,  sir.  I  saw  that  notch,  and  talked  with 
Mrs.  Ooodwin  about  it,  more  than  once." 

"  What  was  the  substance  of  Mrs.  Goodwin's  remarks,  in  rela- 
tion to  that  notch?" 

"  She  asked  me,  one  time,  if  I  thought  it  lessened  the  weight 
of  the  coin ;  and  if  so,  how  much  I  thought  it  might  take  away 
from  its  value?" 

"What  was  your  answer?" 

"  I  believe  I  siud  I  did  not  think  it  could  mate  any  great  dif- 
ference." 

"Did  Mrs.  Goodwin  ever  tell  you  how,  or  where,  she  got  tha» 
piece  of  money?" 

"  Yes,  sir,  she  did.  She  told  me  it  came  from  Mary  Mon 
,    son." 

"In  pay  for  board;  or,  for  what  purpose  did  it  pass  from  one 
to  the  other?" 

This,  too,  was  a  very  simple  question,  hut  the  witness  no  lougis 
answered  promptly.  The  reader  will  remember  that  Mary  Mon- 
son  had  said,  before  the  coroner,  GtBi  she  had  two  of  these  coins, 
and  that  she  had  ^ven  one  of  them  to  the  poor  unfortunate  do- 
ceased,  and  had  left  the  otber  in  her  own  purse.  This  answer 
had  injured  the  cause  of  the  accused,  inasmuch  as  it  was  very 
easy  to  tell  such  a  tale,  while  few  in  Bibeny  were  disposed  to 
believe  that  gold  passed  thus  freely,  and  without  any  considera- 
^ou,  from  hand  to  hand.     Mrs.  Burton  remembered  all  Qar^ 
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ind,  for  a  reason  best  known  to  herself,  she  shrunk  a  little  from 
mulring  the  required  replf .  Still  she  did  answer  tlus  qnesti-w 
also,  and  answered  it  truly. 

"  I  uDder,3tood  aunt  Dolly  to  say  that  Mary  Monson  made  hor 
a  present  of  that  piece  of  money." 

Here  Timms  elevated  his  uose,  and  looked  around  him  in  a 
moaning  manner,  that  appealed  to  the  audience  to  know  if  hii 
client  were  not  a  person  of  Teradty.  Sooth  to  say,  this  answer 
made  a  strong  impression  in  &TOur  of  the  accused,  and  Duns- 
oomb  saw  with  satisiaction  that^  in-so-much,  he  had  materially 
gained  ground.  He  was  not  a  man  to  gmn  it,  however,  by  drar 
matio  airs;  he  merely  pansed  for  a  few  moments,  in  order  to  give 
lull  effect  to  tliis  advantage. 

"Mrs.  Goodwin,  then,  owned  to  yon  that  she  had  the  coin 
from  Mary  Monson,  and  that  it  was  a  present?"  was  the  next 
question. 

"  She  did,  sir." 

"Did  she  say  anything  about  Mary  MonBon's  having  another 
piece  of  money,  like  the  one  before  you,  and  which  was  given  by 
he^  to  Dorothy  Goodwin  ?" 

A  long  pause  succeeded.  The  witness  raised  a  hand  to  her 
brow,  and  appeared  to  meditate.  Her  repntatdon  hr  taciturnity 
and  gravity  of  deportment  was  such,  that  most  of  those  in  court 
believed  she  was  endeavooring  to  recollect  the  past,  in  order  to 
say  neitliei  more  nor  leas  than  the  truth.  In  point  of  tact,  she 
was  weighing  well  the  effect  of  her  words,  for  she  was  a  pentm 
of  extreme  caution,  and  of  great  reputed  probity  of  oharaoter. 
The  reply  came  at  length  — 

"She  did  speak  on  the  subject,"  she  said,  "and  did  stata 
lomething  of  the  kind." 

"Can  you  recollect  her  words — if  so,  ^ve  them  to  the  jury 
—  if  not  her  very  words,  their  substance." 

"  Annt  Dolly  had  a  way  of  her  own  in  talking,  which  makes 


it  very  difficult  to  repeal  her  precise  words;  but  sbe  said,  in  sub- 
BhiDce,  that  Mary  Monson  had  two  of  these  pieces  of  money,  one 
of  which  was  given  tc  Iter." 

"  Mary  Modsod,  then,  Itept  the  other  V 

"  So  I  understood  if,  sir." 

"  Have  yon  any  knowledge  yonrself,  on  this  subject  ?  —  If  so, 
tUte  it  to  the  jury." 

Another  pause,  one  even  longer  than  before,  and  agidu  tht 
ksnd  was  raised  to  the  brow.  The  witness  now  spoke  with  ex- 
tretne  caution,  seeming  to  feel  her  way  among  the  facta,  as  a  oat 
steals  on  its  prey. 

"I  believe  I  have — a  little — some  —  I  have  seen  Mai^ 
Monson's  pmse,  and  I  heJieve  I  saw  apiece  of  money  in  it  whioh 
resembled  this." 

"Are  you  not  ceriaiu  of  the  fact?" 

"  Perhaps  I  am." 

Here  Sunscomb's  &ce  was  lighted  with  a  smile;  he  evidently 
was  encouraged. 

« "Were  you  present,  Mrs.  Burton,  when  Mary  Monson's  parse 
was  examined,  in  presence  of  the  inquest  ?" 

«I  was." 

"Did  you  then  gee  its  contents?" 

"I  did"  — after  the  longest  pause  of  all. 

"  Had  you  that  purse  in  your  hand,  ma'am  ?" 

The  brow  was  once  more  shaded,  and  the  recollection  seem- 
i&gly  taxed. 

"  I  think  I  liad.  It  was  passed  round  among  us,  and  I  believe 
that.  I  touched  it,  as  well  as  others." 

"  Are  you  not  certain  that  you  did  so  7" 

"Yes,  sir.  Now,  I  reflect,  I  know  that  I  did.  The  piece  of 
money  found  in  Mary  Monson's  purse,  was  passed  from  one  ta 
inother,  and  to  me,  among  the  rest" 

"  Tl  is  was  very  wrong,"  observed  bis  honour.        ,  , 
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*<It  wse  wrong,  sir;  but  not  half  as  wrong  as  the  laurden 
ud  anon,"  ooollj  remarked  Williams. 

"  Go  on,  gentlemen  —  time  is  pre<aous." 

«  Now,  Mrs.  Burton,  I  wish  to  ask  jon  a  vor;  pardcnlar  qius 
don,  Eind  I  beg  that  jonr  answer  aaej  be  distinct  and  guarded— 
did  jou  ever  have  Mcess  to  tlio  piece  of  gold  found,  or  s^d  to  ba 
found,  in  Maiy  Mongon's  parse,  except  on  the  occasion  of  the 
inquest?" 

The  longest  pause  of  ail,  and  the  deepest  shading  of  the  brow. 
So  long  was  the  self-deliberation  this  time,  as  to  excite  &  little 
remark  among  the  spectators.  Still,  it  was  no  more  than  prudent 
la  be  cautions,  in  a  cause  of  so  mnch  importance. 

"  I  certjunly  have,  «r,"  was  the  reply  that  came  at  last  "I 
Eaw  it  in  Dorothy  Goodwin's  stocking,  several  times;  had  it  in 
my  hand,  and  examined  it.  This  is  the  way  I  came  to  disoorer 
the  notch.  Aout  Dolly  and  I  talked  about  that  notch,  as  I 
have  already  told  the  court" 

"  Quite  true,  ma'am,  we  remember  that ;  all  your  answers  are 
carefully  written  out — " 

,"  I  'm  sure  nothing  tiiat  I  have  said  can  be  written  out,  which 
is  not  true,  air." 

"  We  are  to  suppose  that  And  now,  ma'am,  permit  me  to 
ask  if  you  ever  saw  that  pi? ee  of  money  at  any  other  time  than 
»t  those  you  have  mentioned.    Be  purticular  in  the  answer." 

"I  may,"  after  a  long  pause. 

"Do  you  not  knowf" 

"  I  do  not,  sir," 

"  Will  you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  you  cannot  leoollect  any 
one  occasion,  other  than  those  you  have  mentioned,  ou  which  you 
have  seen  and  handled  that  piece  of  money  7" 

"  When  aunt  Dolly  showed  it  to  me,  before  the  coroner,  and 
aeie  in  court     I  recollect  no  other  time." 

"  J^  me  put  this  question  to  you  again,  Mrs.  Barton — reoall 
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hifj  the  Bolemnil^  of  the  oath  you  have  taJceu  —  have  yon,  or 
have  you  iiot^  Been  that  piece  of  money  on  any  other  occaaiati 
than  those  yoa  have  just  mentdoned  V 

"  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  it  at  any  other  linie," 
answered  the  woman,  firmly. 

Mary  Monson  gave  a  little  start,  and  Dunscomb  appetured  dis- 
^pointed.  Tunms  bit  his  lip,  and  looked  anxiously  at  the  jnry> 
while  Williams  once  more  cocked  Au  noae,  and  looked  around 
hhn  in  triumph.  If  the  witness  epoke  the  truth,  she  was  now 
likely  to  adhere  to  it;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  really 
any  ground  for  Danscomb's  question,  the  witness  had  passed  the 
Rubicon,  and  wonld  adhere  to  her  lalsehood  oven  more  tena* 
dously  than  she  would  adhere  to  the  truth.  The  remainder  of 
this  oroBB-esamination  was  of  vciy  little  importance.  Nothing 
further  was  obtained  from  the  witness  that  went  to  shake  hei 


Our  limits  will  not  permit  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  evi 
denoe  that  was  ^ven  iu  behalf  of  the  prOBeoutiou.  All  that  ap- 
peared before  the  inquest  was  now  introduced,  methodized  and 
arranged  by  Williams;  processes  that  rendered  it  much  more 
lespectablo  than  it  had  originally  appeared  to  be.  At  length  it 
came  to  the  turn  of  the  defence  to  open.  This  was  a  task  that 
Dunscomb  took  on  himself,  Timms,  in  his  judgment,  being  un- 
!qual  to  it.  His  opening  was  very  effective,  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, though  necessarily  not  conclusive,  tbe  ease  not  malting  in 
favour  of  his  client 

The  public  expected  important  revelations  as  to  the  past  his- 
tory of  the  prisoner,  and  of  this  Timms  had  apprised  Dunscomb. 
The  latter,  however,  was  not  prepared  to  make  them.  Mary 
Monson  maintained  all  her  reserve,  and  MUllngton  did  not  re- 
turn. The  cause  was  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  iin- 
jirohable  that  any  facts,  of  this  nature,  could  be  obtained  in  soffi- 
oisQt  season  to  be  used,  and  the  counsel  mw  the  neoesdty  of 
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givJDg  a  new  tura  to  this  partiouLu*  point  in  the  case.  He  oon- 
Bequentlj  complained  tliat  Uie  prosecution  Iiad  neglected  to  ekov 
■Djthing  in  the  past  life  of  the  acciued  to  render  it  probable  she 
hod  been  guilty  of  the  offonoea  with  which  she  was  charged. 
"  Maiy  MoQson  appears  here,"  he  went  on  to  say,  "  with  &  cha- 
racter as  &ir  as  that  of  an;  other  female  in  the  community.  This 
b  the  prcsumpUoD  of  law,  and  you  will  tjuly  regard  her,  gentle- 
men, aa  one  that  is  innocent  until  she  is  proved  to  be  guilty." 
The  inference  drawn  from  tlia  silence  of  the  prosecution  was  not 
strictly  logical,  perhaps ;  but  Sunscomb  managed  at  least  to  mya- 
tjfy  the  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  prepare  the  jury  to  hear  a 
defence  that  would  be  silent  on  this  head,  and  to  leave  a  doubt 
whether  this  silence  were  not  solely  the  &ult  of  the  counsel  for 
th^  prosecution.  Wliile  he  was  commenting  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  Williams  took  notes  furiously,  and  Timms  foresaw 
that  he  meant  to  turn  the  tables  on  them,  at  the  proper  moment 

Pretty  much  as  a  matter  of  course,  Dunscomb  was  compelled 
to  tell  the  court  and  jury  that  the  defence  relied  principally  on 
the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  the  other  side.  This  was 
altogether  circoiostantial ;  and  the  circum£tanoee,  as  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  convince  the  jury,  were  of  a  natare  that  admitted  of 
more  than  one  construction.  Whenever  this  was  the  case,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  jury  to  ^ve  the  accused  the  fiill  benefit  of  these 
doubts.  The  rest  of  the  opening  had  the  usual  character  of  ap- 
peals to  the  sympathy  and  justice  of  the  jury,  very  prudently 
and  properly  put. 

Dr.  MoBrwn  was  now  placed  upon  the  stand,  when  the  custo- 
mary questions  were  asked,  to  show  that  he  was  a  witness  entitled 
to  the  respect  of  the  court.  He  was  then  further  interrogated, 
as  follows: — 

"  Have  you  seen  the  two  skeletons  that  are  now  in  court,  and 
vhicb  are  said  tc  have  been  taken  from  the  ruins  of  the  house 
of  the  Goodwins?" 
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"  I  itave.  I  siiw  them  before  tlie  inqueet ;  and  I  have  Jgui> 
azamined  them  here>  in  court." 

"  What  do  you  say,  as  to  their  sex  ?" 

"  I  believe  them  both  to  be  the  BkeJetons  of  femalee." 

"Do  you  fbel  certain  of  Uiifl  fiiet?" 

"  Beasonably  BO,  but  not  absolutely.  No  one  can  pronounce 
vith  perfect  certain^  in  Buch  a  case;  more  especially  when  the 
icmaias  are  in  the  state  in  whioh  these  have  been  found.  We 
are  guided  principally  by  the  oomparatiye  edze  of  tie  bones ;  and, 
BB  these  arc  affected  by  the  age  of  the  subject,  it  ia  hazardoos  to 
be  positive.  I  can  only  say  that  I  think  both  of  these  skeletons 
belonged  to  female  subjects;  paiidcnlarly  the  shortest." 

"  Have  yoQ  measured  the  skeletons  f " 

"  I  have,  and  find  one  rather  more  than  an  inch  and  a  half 
shorter  than  the  other.  The  longest  measures  quite  five  feet 
seven  aud  a  half,  in  the  state  in  which  it  is;  while  the  shortest 
measures  a  trifle  less  than  five  feet  six.  If  women,  bolb  were 
of  unusual  stature ;  particularly  the  first.  I  think  that  the  bones 
of  both  indicate  that  they  belonged  to  females;  and  I  should 
have  thought  the  same  had  I  known  nothing  of  the  reports  which 
have  reached  my  ears  touching  the  persons  whose  remaiii^  theee 
are  said  to  be." 

"  When  you  first  formed  your  opinion  of  the  sex  of  those  io 
whom  these  remains  belonged,  had  you  heard  that  there  was  a 
German  woman  staying  in  the  house  of  the  Goodwins  at  the 
lame  of  the  fire?" 

"I  think  not;  though  I  have  taken  so  little  heed  of  these 
rumours  as  to  be  uncerliun  when  I  first  heard  this  circnmstanoc. 
I  do  remember,  however,  that  I  was  under  the  impression  the 
remains  were,  beyond  a  doubt,  those  of  Peter  Goodwin  and  his 
wife,  when  I  coTitmenced  the  CKamination  of  them;  and  I  very 
distinctly  recollect  the  surprise  I  felt  when  the  conviction  crossed 
my  mind  that  both  were  the  skeletons  of  women.     From  the 
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Dat'ire  of  this  feoUng,  I  rather  thisk  I  could  not  have  heard  any- 
thing of  the  German  female  at  that  lime." 

The  jross-exaiitiDation  of  Dr  McBrain  was  very  long  and 
Karching;  but  it  did  not  materially  affect  the  substance  of  big 
testimony.  On  the  contrary,  it  rather  atrengthened  it ;  since  he 
bad  it  in  his  power  to  explain  bimaelf  more  fally  under  the  inter- 
rogalraiea  of  Williams,  than  be  could  do  in  an  ezaminatioa  in 
chief.  Still,  he  oould  go  no  &rtber  than  ffve  his  strong  belief; 
declining  to  pronounce  poaitiTely  on  the  sez  of  either  individual, 
in  the  state  in  which  the  remains  were  found. 

Although  nothing  positive  was  obtained  from  this  testimony, 
the  minds  of  the  jurors  were  pointedly  directed  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  sudden  and  onexplaiued  disappearance  of  the  Ger- 
man woman ;  thus  making  an  opening  for  the  admission  of  a 
serious  doubt  connected  with  the  &te  of  that  person. 

It  was  a  sad  thing  to  reflect  that,  beyond  this  testimony  of 
McBrain,  there  was  little  other  direct  evidence  to  offer  in  behalf 
of  the  accused.  It  is  tme,  the  insufficiency  of  that  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  prosecution  might  avul  her  much;  and  on 
this  Dunscomb  saw  that  his  hopes  of  an  acquittal  must  depend ; 
but  he  could  not  refrain  from  regretting,  and  that  bitterly,  that 
'  the  unmoved  resolution  of  his  client  not  to  let  her  past  life  be 
known,  must  so  muoh  weaken  his  case,  were  she  innocent,  and 
■0  much  fortify  that  of  the  prtaecution,  under  the  contrary  sup- 
podtaoQ.  Another  physician  or  two  were  examined  to  sustain 
McBrain;  but,  after  all,  the  condition  of  the  remains  v»s  snoh 
as  to  render  any  testimony  questionable.  One  witness  went  so 
Far  as  to  say,  it  is  true,  that  he  thought  he  conld  distanguisb 
certain  unerring  signs  of  the  sex  in  the  length  of  the  lower 
Gmbs,  and  in  other  similar  proof;  but  even  MoBrain  was  forced 
to  admit  that  such  distinctions  were  very  Vi^e  and  unsatdsfaotory. 
His  own  opinion  was  formed  more  from  the  mze  of  the  bones, 
l^nemllf,  than  from  any  other  proof     In  general,  there  ma 


Utda  difficult;  in  speaking  of  the  box  of  tLe  aubjoct,  when  the 
akeletou  was  entire  and  well  preserved,  and  particularly  wlien 
the  teeth  furnished  snme  clue  to  the  age  j  but,  in  tliia  particular 
cuae,  OS  has  already  been  st&ted,  there  could  be  no  enoh  thing  as 
nbeolute  certainty. 

It  was  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  with  many  an  anxious  glauoe 
east  towards  the  door,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  Michael  Millington 
enter,  that  Dunaconib  admitted  the  prisoner  had  no  Airther  testi- 
tnony  to  offer.  He  had  spun  out  the  little  he  did  possess,  in 
order  to  give  it  an  appearance  of  importance  which  it  did  not 
actually  bring  with  it,  and  to  divert  the  mmds  of  the  jurors  from 
the  impression  tltey  had  probably  obt^ned,  of  the  remans  neco»- 
earily  being  those  of  Goodwin  and  his  wife. 

The  Bumming  up  on  both  sides  was  a  grave  and  solemn  scene. 
Here  Williams  was  thrown  out,  the  District  Attorney  chooang 
to  perform  his  own  duty  on  an  ocoafiion  bo  aerious.  Dunscomb 
madf  a  noble  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  court  and  jury;  admo- 
mshiog  both  of  the  danger  of  yielding  too  easily  to  ciroumstantial 
evidence.  It  was  the  beat  possible  proof,  be  admitted,  when  the 
circumatanoes  were  auffioieDtly  clear  and  anffioiently  shown  to  be 
themselves  beyond  oontroveray.  That  Mary  Monson  dwelt  with 
the  Goodwins,  was  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  arson  and 
murder,  if  auch  crimee  were  ever  committed  at  all;  that  she 
escaped  and  all  her  property  was  saved,  would  of  themselves 
amonnt  to  nothing.  The  testimony,  indeed,  on  several  of  these 
heads,  rather  told  in  her  iavonr  than  the  reverse.  The  witnesses 
for  the  prosecution  proved  that  she  waa  in  her  room,  beneatb  the 
roof,  when  the  flames  broke  out,  and  was  saved  with  difficulty. 
This  was  a  most  material  iaot,  and  Dunscomb  turned  it  to  good 
account.  Would  an  incendiary  be  ^t  to  place  herself  in  a  sitni^ 
(ion  in  which  her  own  life  was  in  danger;  and  this,  too,  nndca 
^roumBtances  that  rendered  no  auch  measnre  necessary  f  Then, 
all  tlie  facts  connected  with  Haiy  Monson'a  residence  and  haUla 


[old  ill  tier  favour.  Why  should  she  remain  so  long  at  the  cottugcij 
if  robbery  vas  her  only  purpose  ?  The  idea  of  her  belon^ng  to 
K  gang  tliat  had  sent  her  to  make  discoveries  tad  t«  eseoute  its 
plans,  was  preposterous;  for  vhat  hiudered  any  of  the  men  of 
that  gang  from  committing  the  Crimea  in  the  most  direct  manner, 
»nd  with  the  least  loss  of  time?  No;  if  Mary  Mooson  were 
guillj,  she  was  undoubtedly  guilty  on  her  own  account ;  and  had 
been  acting  with  the  uncertain  aim  and  band  of  a  woman.  The 
jury  must  discard  all  notions  of  accomplices,  and  consider  the 
testimony  solely  in  connection  with  the  acts  of  the  accused. 
Accomplices,  and  those  of  the  nature  supposed,  would  have 
greatly  simplified  the  whole  of  the  wretebed  transaction.  They 
would  have  rendered  both  the  murders  and  arson  unnecessary. 
The  bold  and  strong  do  not  commit  these  crimes,  except  in  those 
cases  in  which  resistance  renders  them  necessary.  Here  was 
clearly  no  resistance,  as  was  shown  by  the  quiet  positions  in  which 
ths  skeletons  had  been  found.  If  a  murder  was  directly  com- 
mitted, it  must  have  been  by  the  blow  on  the  heads;  and  the 
jury  was  asked  to  consider  whether  a  delicate  female  like  Mary 
Monson  had  even  the  physical  force  necessary  to  strike  such  a 
blow.  With  what  instrument  was  it  done?  Nothing  of  the  sort 
was  fouud  near  the  bodies;  and  no  proof  of  any  such  blow  was 
before  the  jury.  One  witness  had  said  that  the  iron-work  of  a 
plough  lay  qnit«  near  the  remains ;  and  it  had  been  shown  that 
Peter  OoodwJn  kept  such  articles  in  a  loft  over  his  bed-room. 
!!■>  wonld  suggest  the  possibility  of  the  fire's  having  eommeuced 
in  that  loft,  through  which  the  pipe  of  a  cooking-stove  led;  of 
its  having  consumed  the  beams  of  the  floor;  letting  down  this 
plough  and  share  upon  the  heads  of  the  sleefing  couple  below 
stunning,  if  not  filing  them;  thus  leaving  them  unresisting 
luhjeete  to  the  action  of  the  element.  McBrain  had  bcon 
examined  on  this  point,  which  we  omitted  to  state  in  its  place,  ta 
prevent  repetition.     He,  and  the  two  other  doctors  brought  for- 


ward  for  tlic  defence,  had  tiied  (o  place  the  ploughshare  on  tlic 
Bknlla;  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  injnriea  might  have  beeii 
infiicted  by  that  piece  of  iron.  But  Muy  Monson  could  not  nee 
such  an  instrament.  This  wita  beyond  all  dispute.  If  the  plongb- 
ehare  infiicted  the  bloT — and  the  testimony  on  this  p<nnt  was  at 
least  entitled  to  respect — ^then  was  Mary  Monson  innocent  of  any 
morder  committed  by  direet  means.  It  is  true,  she  was  respoo- 
mble  for  all  her  acts;  and  if  she  set  fire  to  the  building,  she  was 
probably  guilty  of  tnurder  as  well  as  of  arson.  Bat  would  she 
have  done  this,  and  made  no  proTitaon  for  her  own  escape  ?  The 
evidence  was  clear  that  she  was  rescued  by  means  of  a  ladder, 
trad  through  a  vrindow;  and  that  there  were  no  other  means  of 
escape." 

Dunscomb  reasoned  on  those  several  pointe  with  great  force 
and  ingenuity.  So  clear  were  his  statements,  so  logical  hia  infer- 
cnoes,  and  so  candid  his  mode  of  arguing,  that  he  had  produced  a 
great  effect  ere  he  closed  this  bfanch  (f  his  subject.  It  is  true, 
that  one  far  more  difficult  remained  to  be  met;  to  answer  which 
he  now  set  about  with  fear  and  trembling. 

We  allude  to  the  piece  of  money  alleged  to  have  been  found 
in  Mary  Monson's  purse.  Dunscomb  had  vety  little  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  the  flippant  widow  Pope;  but  the  Burton  fiimiiy 
gave  him  more  trouble.  Nevertheless,  it  was  his  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  get  rid  of  them,  or  at  least  so  &r  to  weaken  their  testi- 
mony as  to  pve  his  client  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  There  was, 
in  truth,  but  one  mode  of  doing  this.  It  was  to  impress  on  the 
juiy  the  probability  that  the  ccon  had  been  changed  in  pns»ng 
from  hand  to  hand.  It  is  true,  it  was  not  easy  to  suggest  any 
plausible  reason  why  such  an  act  of  treacheiy  should  have  been 
-ioromitted ;  but  it  was  a  good  legal  p<unt  to  show  that  this  piece 
of  money  had  not,  at  all  times,  been  absolutely  under  the  eye  or 
within  the  control  of  the  coroner.  If  there  were  a  possibility  of 
1  change,  the  fact  should  and  ought  to  tell  in  favonr  of  his  olienb 
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Hra.  Bmton  had  made  admia^ons  on  this  point  which  entitled 
the  prisoner  to  press  the  facta  on  the  minds  of  the  jurors;  and 
her  counsel  did  not  fail  so  to  do,  with  clearness  and  energy. 
AfW  all,  this  was  much  tlie  moat  difficult  point  of  the  cose ;  and 
it  ffoold  not  admit  of  a  perfectly  satisfactory  solutioo. 

The  conclusion  of  Dimscomb's  summing  up  was  manly,  touch* 
ing,  even  eloquent  He  spoke  of  a  lone  and  defenceless  female, 
surrounded  by  strangers,  being  dragged  to  the  bar  on  charges  of 
such  gravity;  pointed  to  his  client  where  she  sat  eotbrallcd  by 
his  language,  with  all  the  edgns  of  polished  refinement  oa  her 
dress,  person,  and  manners;  delicate,  feminine,  and  beautiful; 
and  asked  if  any  one,  who  bad  the  aoul  and  feelings  of  a  man, 
eould  believe  that  such  a  being  had  committed  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  Mary  Monson. 

The  appeal  was  powerAil,  and  was  dwelt  on  just  long  enough 
to  ^ve  it  full  and  fair  effect.  It  left  the  bench,  the  bar,  the  jury, 
box,  the  whole  andienoa  in  &ct^  in  t«ars.  The  pnsoner  alone 
kept  an  ntimmst«ned  eye;  but  it  was  in  a  fitoc  flushed  with  f«il' 
inft'     Her  self-conunan  1  was  almost  BunematunJ. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

"  I  'D  braTe  her  to  her  fa.ce  : 
[11  gi\e  tnj  anger  ita  froa  conne  agaiiiMt  her. 
HiDU  shtLit  see,  PbtEoix,  how  I'll  break  her  pride." 

Tit  DittTOitd  MA;r. 

Fh£  District  Attoniej  was  fall;  impressed  with  tlie  importanM 
of  tlie  duty  that  had  now  deroWed  on  him.  Althoogh  we  have 
daily  proofe  on  all  sides  of  us,  of  the  truth  of  that  remark  of 
Bacon's,  "  that  no  man  rises  to  eminence  in  the  State  without  a 
mixture  of  great  and  mean  qualities,"  this  fevonrite  of  the  peo- 
ple had  hia  good  points  as  well  as  another.  He  waa  a  hnman« 
man ;  and,  contraiy  to  the  expectatioiui,  and  greatly  to  the  disap- 
pointment of  Williams,  be  now  took  on  himself  the  office  of 
lumming  up. 

The  public  functionary  commenced  in  a  mild,  quiet  manner, 
manifesting  hy  the  key  on  which  he  pitched  his  voice  a  natural 
reluctance  to  his  painful  duty ;  but  he  was  steady  and  collected. 
He  opened  with  a  brief  summary  of  the  fects,  A  strange  female, 
of  high  personal  pretensions,  had  taken  lodgings  in  an  humble 
dwelling.  That  dwelling  contiuned  a  con^derable  sum  of  money. 
Some  counted  it  hy  thousands ;  all  by  hundreds.  In  either  case, 
it  was  a  temptation  to  the  covetous  and  ill-disposed.  The  lod^ngg 
were  unsuited  to  the  habits  of  the  guest;  but  she  endured  them 
for  several  weeks.  A  fire  occurred,  and  the  house  was  consumed. 
The  remains  of  the  husband  and  wife  were  found,  as  the  yosj 
paw  them,  with  marks  of  violence  on  their  skulls.     A  deadlf 
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tilaiv  hud  been  struck  by  same  ooe.  The  bureau  coutiuning  the 
moDcy  was  found  looked,  but  the  mooey  itself  was  missing.  One 
]nece  of  that  money  was  known,  and  it  was  tmoed  to  the  purse 
of  the  female  lodger.  This  stranger  was  arrested ;  and,  in  hci 
mode  of  living  in  the  gaol,  in  her  expenditures  of  every  sort, 
ihc  exhibited  the  habits  and  profusion  of  one  possessed  of  consi- 
derable sums.  Doubtless  many  of  the  reports  in  circulation  were 
false;  exaggerations  ever  accompanied  each  statement  of  any 
unusual  occurrence  j  but  enough  was  proved  to  show  that  Slary 
Monson  had  a  considerable  amount  of  money  at  command. 
Whence  came  these  funds?  That  which  was  lightly  obtdncd 
went  lightly.  The  jury  were  exhorted  to  reject  eveiy  influence 
but  that  which  was  sustained  by  the  evidence.  All  that  had  been 
here  stated  rested  on  «ncontradiot«d,  unresisted  testimony. 

There  was  no  desire  to  weaken  the  foree  of  the  defence.  This 
defence  had  been  ingeniously  and  powerfully  presented;  and  to 
what  did  it  amount.  The  direct,  unequivocal  evidence  of  Mrs. 
Burton,  ae  to  her  knowledge  of  the  piece  of  money,  and  all  that 
related  to  it,  and  this  evidence  sustained  by  so  much  that  was 
known  to  others,  the  coroner  Ineladed,  was  met  by  a  conjecture 
This  conjecture  was  accompanied  by  an  insinualJon  that  some 
might  suppose  reflected  on  the  principal  witness;  hut  it  was  only 
an  insinuation.  There  were  two  legal  modes  of  attacking  the 
credibility  of  a  witness.  One  was  by  showing  habitual  menda- 
city; the  other  by  demonstrating  from  the  evidence  itself,  that 
the  testimony  could  not  be  true.  Had  either  been  doue  in  th« 
present  instance  ?  The  District  Attorney  thought  not  One. 
and  thb  the  most  common  course,  had  not  even  been  attempted 
Insinuations,  rather  than  just  deductions,  he  was  compelled  to 
say,  notwithstanding  his  high  respect  for  the  learned  counsel 
apposed  to  him,  had  been  the  course  adopted  That  counsel  had 
eontended  that  the  circumstances  were  not.  sufficient  to  justify  ■ 
verdict  of  guilty-     Of  this,  the  jury  were  the  sole  judges.     If 


thej  believed  Mis.  Burton,  Bostiiued  as  she  was  by  bo  mucli  otliei 
testimonj,  they  must  admit  that  Dorothy  Goodwin's  money  was 
found  in  Mary  Modsca's  purae.  Thia  waa  the  toraing  point  of 
the  case.  All  depended  on  tfae  ctmatraction  of  this  one  tad. 
He  left  it  to  the  jvay,  to  theb  good  sense,  to  their  ooo- 
Huences. 

On  the  part  of  the  defence,  great  stress  had  been  laid  on  Ihu 
OTcumBtance  that  Mary  Monson  was  heiself  rescued  from  the 
Barnes  with  some  difficulty.  But  for  as^tance,  she  would  most 
probably  have  perished.  The  District  Attorney  deared  to  deny 
nothing  that  could  justly  go  to  prove  the  prisoner's  innocence. 
The  fact  waa  anqnestdonably  as  stated.  But  for  assistance,  Mary 
MoDBOn  might  have  perished.  Bat  assistance  was  not  wanting; 
for  strangers  were  most  opporttmely  at  hand,  and  tjiey  did  this 
piece  of  good  service.  They  remained  until  all  was  over,  and 
TUushcd.  No  one  knew  them ;  whence  they  came,  or  whither 
they  went.  Important  agents  in  saving  a  life,  they  had  gone 
without  their  reward,  and  were  not  even  named  in  the  newspaper 
accounts  of  the  occurrence.  Reporters  generally  tell  more  than 
happens;  in  this  instance,  they  were  mute. 

As  for  the  danger  of  the  prisoner,  it  might  have  happened  in  a 
variety  of  ways  that  affected  neither  her  guilt  nor  her  innocence. 
After  committing  the  murdera,  she  may  have  gone  into  her  room 
and  been  onexpectedly  euclosed  by  the  flames ;  or  the  whole  may 
have  been  previotmly  planned,  in  order  to  give  her  the  plea  of 
Ais  very  dangerons  situation,  as  a  proof  of  innocence.  Such 
immaterial  drcmnstances  were  not  to  overshadow  the  very  mate- 
rial facta  on  which  the  prosecution  rested. 

Another  important  qnestdou  was  to  be  asked  by  the  jniy.  it 
Mary  Monson  did  not  commit  these  crimes,  who  did?  It  had 
been  suggested  that  tfae  bouse  might  have  taken  fire  by  accident, 
and  that  the  ploughshare  was  the  real  oaose  of  the  death  of  itu 
^nrnere.  If  thu  were  bo,  did  the  plonghsbare  remove  the  money  f 
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—  did  the  ploughshare  pat  the  notched  pieoe  in  Muy  Monwm'B 
purse  f 

Such  ia  au  outline  of  the  manner  in  vhich  the  District  Attor 
Dey  reasoned  on  the  fads.  TTin  enrnming  np  made  a  deep  im- 
pression ;  die  moderation  of  t^e  maimer  in  which  he  pressed  Ute 
giult  of  the  accused,  telling  strongly  against  her.  Nothing  irai 
stud  of  aristocracy,  ct  harps,  or  manners,  or  of  anjiihing  else  that 
did  not  fiurly  belong  to  the  sal^eci  A  great  deal  more  was  said, 
of  course ;  but  we  do  not  oonceive  it  neoeBsary  to  advert  to  it. 

The  charge  was  exceedingly  impartial.  The  judge  made  a  full 
exposition  of  all  the  testimony,  pcdnted  out  its  le^timat«  bearing, 
and  dissected  its  weak  points.  As  for  the  opinion  of  HoBraiu 
and  his  associates,  the  court  conceiTed  it  entitled  tn  a  great  deal 
of  consideration.  Here  were  several  highly  respectable  professional 
men  testifying  that,  in  their  judgment,  both  the  skeletons  were 
those  of  females.  The  Oerman  woman  was  mis^ug.  What  had 
become  of  her  ?  In  any  case,  the  disappearance  of  that  woman 
was  very  important.  She  may  have  committed  the  crimes,  and 
absconded ;  or  one  of  the  skeletons  may  have  been  hers.  It  was 
in  evidence  that  Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife  did  not  live  always 
in  the  most  happy  mood;  and  he  may  have  laid  hands  on  the 
money,  which  was  probably  his  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  and  left 
(he  place.  He  had  not  been  seen  since  the  fire.  The  Jury  must 
take  all  the  fects  into  their  consideration,  and  dedde  accoi^ng 
to  their  consciences. 

This  charge  was  deemed  rather  £ivourabIe  to  the  accused  than 
otherwise.  The  humanity  of  the  judge  was  conspicaous  through- 
out; and  ho  leaned  ^nite  obviously  to  ]>anBcomb'a  manner  of 
treating  the  danger  of  Mary  Monson  from  the  flames,  and  dwelt 
on  the  fact  that  the  piece  of  money  was  not  suffioiently  watohcd 
to  make  out  an  absolute  case  of  identity.  When  he  had  done, 
the  impression  was  veiy  general  that  the  prisoner  would  be  bo- 
quittsd. 
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Ab  it  was  reaaouablj  Bupposed  that  a  case  of  this  impartunce 
wouM  detain  the  jury  a  considerable  time,  the  court  permitt^ 
the  pneoner  to  withdraw.  She  left  the  pUce^  attended  hj  her 
two  friends  J  the  latter  in  tean,  while  Mary  herself  was  stjl^ 
leemingly  unmoved.  The  thoughtful  Mrs.  G«tt  had  prepared 
refreshments  for  her ;  and,  for  the  first  time  since  her  trial  com- 
menced, the  iair  prisoner  ate  heartily. 

"  I  shall  owe  my  triumph,  not  to  money,  my  dear  gxlM,"  ehft 
sud,  while  at  table,  "  not  to  friends,  nor  to  a  great  array  of  coiU' 
ael;  but  to  truth.  I  did  not  oommit  these  crimes;  and  on  thc 
testimony  of  the  State  alone,  with  scaroely  any  of  mj  own,  the 
jury  will  have  to  8<iy  as  much.  No  st^  will  rest  on  my  charac- 
ter, and  I  can  meet  my  friends  with  the  unclouded  brow  of  inno- 
cence. This  is  a  very  precious  moment  to  me ;  I  would  not  part 
with  it  for  all  the  honours  that  riches  and  rank  can  bestow." 

"  How  strange  that  you,  of  all  women,  my  dear  mamma."  said 
Anna,  kiswng  her  cheek,  "  should  be  accused  of  crimes  so  horri- 
ble'to  obtain  a  little  money;  for  this  poor  Mrs.  Goodwin  could 
have  had  no  great  sum  after  all,  and  you  are  so  rich !" 

"  More  is  the  pity  that  I  have  not  made  a  better  use  of  my 
money.  You  are  to  be  envied,  girls,  in  having  the  fortunes  of 
gentlewomen,  and  in  having  no  more.  I  do  believe  it  is  better 
for  our  sex  barely  to  be  independent  in  their  respective  stations, 
and  not  to  be  rendered  rich.  Man  or  woman,  money  is  a  danger- 
ous thing,  when  we  come  to  consider  it  as  a  part  of  our  natural 
existence ;  for  it  tempts  us  to  fancy  that  mone3^s  worth  gives 
rights  that  nature  and  reason  both  deny.  I  believe  I  should 
have  been  much  happier,  were  I  much  poorer  than  I  am." 

"  But  those  who  are  rich  are  not  very  likely  to  rob !" 

"  Certunly  not,  in  the  sense  that  you  mean,  my  dear.  Send 
Marie  Moulin  on  some  errand,  Anna;  I  wish  to  tell  you  aod 
Santh  what  I  think  of  this  fire,  and  of  the  deaths  for  wbvth  ) 
sm  now  on  trial." 
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Ad&a  complied ;  and  the  haDdaome  prisoner,  first  looking  em- 
tiouslj  around  to  make  certain  ehe  was  not  overheard,  proceeded 
ffith  her  opinion. 

"  In  the  first  place,  I  make  no  doubt  Dr.  McBrain  is  right, 
and  that  both  the  skeletons  are  those  of  women.  The  Gterman 
woman  got  to  be  very  intimate  with  Mrs.  Goodwin;  and  as  the 
latter  and  her  husband  quajrelled  daily,  and  fiercely,  I  think  it 
probable  that  she  took  this  woman  into  her  bed,  where  they 
perished  together.  I  should  think  the  fire  purely  accidental, 
were  it  not  for  the  missing  stocking." 

'*That  is  just  what  the  District  Attorney  said,"  cried  Anna, 
innocently.     "  Who,  then,  can  have  set  the  house  on  fire  ?" 

Mary  Monson  muttered  to  herself;  and  she  smiled  as  if  some 
:|aeer  fancies  crowded  her  brain;  but  no  one  was  the  wiser 
for  her  ruminations.  These  she  kept  to  herself,  and  con- 
tinued. 

"  Yes,  that  missing  stocking  renders  the  arson  probable.  The 
question  is,  who  did  the  deed;  I,  or  Mrs.  Burton f" 

"Mrs.  Burton  1"  exclaimed  both  thesis  in  a  breath.  "Why, 
her  character  is  excellent — no  one  has  ever  aospected  her  1  Yon 
cannot  suppose  that  she  is  the  guilty  persob !" 

"It  is  she,  or  it  is  I;  which,  I  will  leave  you  to  judges  I 
was  aware  that  the  notch  was  in  the  coin  ;  for  I  was  about  to 
give  the  other  piece  to  Mrs.  Goodwin,  but  preferred  to  keep  the 
perfect  specimen  myself.  The  notched  piece  must  have  been  in 
the  stocking  until  afier  the  fire;  and  it  was  changed  by  some 
one  while  my  purse  wa3  under  examination." 

"  And  you  suppose  thai  Mrs,  Burton  did  it  ?" 

"I  confess  to  a  suspicion  to  that  effect  Who  else  could  cv 
^ould  have  done  it?  I  have  mentioned  this  distrust  to  Mr. 
Dunacomb,  and  he  cross-examined  in  reference  to  this  feet ;  tbougb 
nothing  very  satisfectory  was  extracted.  After  my  acquittal,  st«pf 
will  be  taken  to  push  the  inquiry  further." 
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Harj  Monson  contiDued  discussing  this  subject  tor  quite  an 
hour;  hcrwooderiDg  companions  patting  questioQB.  At  the  en«l 
of  that  Ume,  Mr.  Gott  appeared  to  say  that  the  jury  had  come 
into  court;  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  take  the  prisoner  there 
to  meet  them. 

Perhaps  Mar;  Monson  never  looked  more  lovely  than  at  Uiat 
moment.  She  had  dressed  herself  with  great  simplicity,  bnt 
with  exceeding  care;  ezdtemeut  gave  ber  the  richest  ooloor; 
hope,  even  delight,  was  glowing  in  her  eyes ;  and  her  whole  form 
was  expanding  with  the  sentiment  of  triumph.  [There  is  no  feel- 
ing more  general  than  sympathy  with  succesB.  After  the  judge's 
charge,  few  doubted  of  the  result;  and  on  every  side,  as  she 
walked  with  a  light  firm  step  to  her  chair,  the  prisoner  read  kind' 
ncsa,  sympathy,  and  exultation.  After  all  that  had  been  said, 
and  all  the  prejudices  that  had  been  awakened,  Mary  Monson 
was  about  to  be  acquitted  I  Even  the  reporters  became  a  little 
humanized;  bad  joster  perceptions  than  common  of  the  rights 
of  their  fellow-creatures;  and  a  more  smiling,  benignant  assem- 
bly was  never  collected  in  that  ball.  In  a  few  minutes,  silence 
was  obtained,  and  the  jurors  were  called.  Every  man  answered 
to  bis  name,  when  the  profound  stillness  of  expectation  pervaded 
the  place. 

"Stand  up,  Itlary  Monson,  and  listen  to  the  verdict,"  said  tlie 
clerk,  not  without  a  little  tremor  in  his  voice.  "  Gentlemen, 
what  do  you  say  —  is  the  prisoner  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?" 

The  foreman  arose,  stroked  down  a  few  scattering  grey  hairs, 
tlien,  in  a  voice  barely  aadible,  he  pronounced  the  portentous 
word  "  guilty."  Had  a  bomb  suddenly  exploded  in  the  room,  it 
eoold  not  have  produced  greater  asteniabment^  and  scarcely  more 
constemalion.  Anna  Updyke  darted  forward,  and,  as  with  a 
single  bound,  Mary  Monson  was  folded  in  her  arms. 

"  No,  no !"  cried  this  warm-hearted  g^l,  totally  unconscioua 
of  the  impropriety  of  her  acts ;  "  she  is  not  goil^.     You  do  not 
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tiiow  her.  I  do.  She  was  my  school  mamma.  She  is  a.  li>dj, 
incapahle  of  beiag  goiltj  of  soch  crimes.  No,  no,  gentlemen, 
yoa  will  think  better  of  this,  and  alter  joxa  verdict  —  perhaps  it 
WBs  a  mistake,  and  yon  meant  to  say, '  not  guilty  I' " 

"  Who  is  this  young  lady  ?"  asked  the  judge,  in  a.  tremnlooe 
y.ioo  —  "a  relative  of  the  prisoner's ?" 

"  No,  HT,' '  answered  the  excited  girl,  "  no  relative,  but  a  ver? 
dose  friend.  She  was  my  'school  mamma'  once,  uid  I  know 
she  is  not  a.  person  to  tob,  and  murder,  and  set  fire  to  houses. 
Her  birth,  education,  character,  aU  place  her  above  it.  Ton  will 
think  better  of  this,  gentlemen,  and  change  yonr  verdict.  Now, 
go  at  once  and  do  it,  or  yon  may  distress  her !" 

"  Does  any  one  know  who  this  young  lady  is  V  demanded  bis 
honour,  his  voice  growing  more  and  more  tremulous. 

"I  am  Anna  TJpdyke — Dr.  McBrain'a  daughter,  now,  and 
ancle  Tom's  niece,"  answered  Anna,  scarce  Jinowing  what  she 
said.  "  But  never  mind  me — it  is  Mary  Honson,  here,  who  has 
been  tried,  and  who  has  so  wrongfully  been  found  guilty.  She 
never  committed  these  crimes,  I  tell  you,  sir  —  is  incapable  of 
committing  them  —  had  no  motive  for  committing  them;  and  I 
beg  you  will  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings,  before  they  get  so 
far  as  t«  make  it  difficult  to  recede.  Jost  tell  the  jury  to  alter 
their  verdict  No,  do,  Mary  Monson  is  no  murderess  I  She 
would  no  more  hmrt  the  Goodwins,  or  touch  a  particle  of  their 
gold,  than  either  of  us  all.  You  do  not  know  her,  sir.  If  you 
did,  you  would  smile  at  this  mistake  of  the  jury,  for  it  is  all  a 
^mel  mistake.  Now  do,  my  dear  air,  send  them  away,  again, 
and  tell  them  to  be  more  reasonable." 

"  The  young  lady  bad  bettor  be  removed,"  interposed  the 
judge,  wiping  his  eyea.  "  Such  scenes  may  be  natural,  and  the 
jourt  looks  on  them  lenientiy ;  but  time  is  precious,  and  my  dutf 
renders  it  necessary  to  interpose  my  authority  to  mmntun  tb« 
>rdaT  of  our  proceedingB.     Let  some  of  the  ladies  remove  the 
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pnng  ladjf ;  she  ia  too  delicate  for  the  touch  of  a  cooatablc  — ■ 
bat  time  is  precious." 

The  judge  was  uot  precieely  coosdous,  himself,  of  what  ha 
was  Bajing,  though  he  knew  the  general  drift  of  hia  remarka. 
The  process  of  blowing  his  nose  iBteimpted  hia  speech,  more 
than  once,  and  Anna  was  remored  by  the  assistance  of  Marie 
Moulin,  Sarah  Wilmeter,  and  good  Mrs.  Oott;  the  latt«r  Bobbing 
like  a  child,  while  the  other  two  scarce  realized  the  consequenoea 
of  the  momentons  word  that  had  jnat  been  pronounced.  Btuu- 
comb  took  care  that  the  whole  group  should  quit  the  building 
and  he  removed  to  lie  tavern. 

If  the  bar,  and  the  spectators  in  general,  had  been  surprised 
at  the  calmness  of  exteriof'  maintained  by  the  prisoner,  previously 
to  the  verdict,  their  wonder  was  seoubly  increased  by  the  manner 
which  succeeded  it.  Mary  Monson's  beauty  shone  with  increas- 
ing radiance  as  the  justice  of  her  country  seemed  to  threaten  her 
existence  more  and  more ;  and  at  the  particular  moment  when 
sbc  was  left  alone,  by  the  withdrawal  of  her  female  companions, 
many  present  fancied  that  she  had  increased  in  stature.  Cer- 
tainly, it  was  a  rare  sight  to  observe  the  illumiDated  countenanee, 
the  erect  mien,  and  the  offended  air,  with  which  one  of  the 
weaker  sex,  and  one  so  youthful  and  charming,  met  a  doom  so 
terrible.  Of  the  jury,  she  took  no  notice.  Ker  eye  was  on  the 
judge,  who  was  endeavouring  to  muster  sufficient  fortitude  to 
pronounce  the  final  decision  of  the  law. 

"Before  the  court  pronounces  sentence,  Mr.  Dunscomo,"  ob- 
served that  functionary,  "it  will  cheerfully  hear  anything  you 
may  have  to  offer  in  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  or  it  will  hear  the 
prisoner  herself.  It  ia  better,  on  every  account,  that  all  my 
painful  duties  be  discharged  at  once,  in  order  that  the  priiionei 
may  turn  her  attention  to  the  only  two  sources  of  mercy  that 
now  remain  open  to  her — the  earthly  and  tbo  heavenly.  My 
doty,  as  you  well  know,  cannot  now  be  avoided;  and  the  sooner 

H,gle 
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>t  IB  performed,  perliaps,  the  tetter  for  all  concerned.  Il  ihall 
be  my  care  to  gee  that  tlte  condemned  haa  time  to  make  all  her 
appeals,  let  them  be  to  the  authorities  here,  or  to  the  moro 
dreaded  power  above. 

"  I  am  taken  so  much  by  surprise,  your  honour,  at  a  verdict 
tl.at,  to  say  the  least,  is  given  on  very  doubtfnl  testimony,  that  I 
hardly  know  what  to  urge.  As  the  courts  however,  is  dispoaod 
to  indulgence,  and  there  will  be  time  to  look  at  the  law  of  tho 
case,  ae  well  as  to  address  our  petitions  and  affidavits  to  the  au- 
thority at  Albany,  I  shall  interpose  no  objection;  and,  as  your 
honour  well  remarks,  since  the  paiafut  duty  mtut  be  discharged, 
it  were  better,  perhaps,  that  it  were  discharged  now." 

"  Prisoner  at  the  bar,"  resumed  the  judge,  "you  have  heard 
die  Ending  of  the  jury,  in  your  case.  A  verdict  of  '  guilty'  haa 
been  rendered,  and  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  pnmomioe 
the  awful  sentence  of  the  law.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  pre- 
vioosly  to  this,  the  last  and  moat  piunfol  of  all  my  dulses,  the 
eourt  will  ^ve  your  words  a  kind  and  lenient  hearing." 

In  the  midst  of  a  stdllness  that  seemed  sapematural,  the  sweet, 
melodious  voice  of  Maiy  Monson  was  heard,  "  first  gentle,  almost 
inaudible,"  but  gathering  strength  as  she  proceeded,  until  it  be> 
came  clear,  distinct,  and  silvery.  There  are  few  things  that  im- 
part a  higher  charm  than  the  voice;  and  the  extraordinary  pri- 
soner possessed  an  organ  which,  while  it  was  feminine  and  sweety 
had  a  depth  and  richnesa  that  at  once  denoted  her  power  in  song. 
On  the  present  ocoafdon,  it  was  not  even  tremulous. 

"  I  believe  I  understand  you,  sir,"  Mary  Monson  commenced, 
'■  t  have  been  tried  and  found  guilty  of  having  murdered  Petet 
aiid  Dorothy  Goodwin,  after  having  robbed  tbeni,  and  then  of 
letting  fire  to  the  house." 

"  You  have  been  tried  for  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin,  onlj, 
Ihe  indictments  for  the  second  murder,  and  for  the  arson,  not 
having  yet  been  tried.    The  court  has  been  obliged  to  aepamt^ 


the  cases,  lest  tiie  kw  be  defeated  on  mere  tecbnicalitieti  This 
verdiot  renders  further  proceedinga  unneoeasary,  and  the  t»M  re- 
mainiug  indictments  will  probably  neyer  be  traversed." 

"  I  believe  X  still  understand  jon,  sir ;  and  I  thank  you  aa- 
oerely  for  the  kind  miumer  in  which  yon  have  communicated 
these  fitots,  as  well  as  for  the  consideration  and  gentleness  you 
have  manifested  throaghont  these  proceedings.  It  has  been  very 
kind  in  yon,  sir;  and  whatever  may  come  of  this,  Qod  will  re- 
member and  reward  you  for  it" 

"  The  court  will  hear  you,  Msry  Monson,  if  you  have  anything 
to  say,  before  sentence  be  passed." 

"  Perhaps  I  might  say  and  do  much  to  affect  yonr  detnsion, 
EJr,"  returned  the  priaoner,  leaning  her  fair  brow,  for  a  moment, 
on  her  band,  "  but  there  would  be  little  BatJs&ction  in  it  It 
was  roy  wish  te  be  acquitted  on  the  testimony  of  the  State.  I 
did  hope  that  this  jury  would  not  have  seen  the  proofe  of  guilt, 
in  the  evidence  that  has  been  brought  against  me ;  and  I  confess 
there  would  be  very  little  satis&ctjon  to  me  in  any  other  acquit- 
tal. As  I  imderstand  the  case,  should  I  be  acquitted  as  respects 
Peter  Goodwin,  I  must  still  be  tried  as  respects  hia  wife ;  and 
lastly,  for  setting  fire  to  the  house." 

"  You  are  not  acquitted  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin," 
mildly  interposed  the  judge ;  "  the  finding  of  the  court  has  been 
just  to  the  contrary." 

■  "  I  am  aware  of  this,  sir.  America  has  many  enemies.  I 
have  lived  iu  foreign  lands,  and  know  this  from  near  and  long 
observation.  There  are  those,  and  those,  too,  who  are  in  power, 
that  would  gladly  see  the  great  example  in  prosperity,  peace  and 
order,  that  this  country  has  hitherte  given  te  the  world,  beaten 
down  by  our  own  vices,  and  the  mistaken  uses  to  which  the  peo 
pie  put  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence.  I  do  not  reverenca 
the  justice  of  my  country,  as  I  did:  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
io  so.     I  now  see  plainly  that  its  agents  are  not  all  of  the  cha- 
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Tactet  they  should  Iw;  and  &at,  bo  fiir  from  Justice's  being 
blind  fbrougb  her  impartiality  alone,  she  is  also  blind  through 
her  ignorance      Why  am  I  found  guilty  of  this  act?     On  what 

evidence  —  or  even  on  what  probability?  The  whole  of  tie 
proof  is  connected  with  that  piece  of  money.  Mrs.  Burton  bm 
testified  that  Mrs.  Goodwin,  herself,  admitlod  that  I  bad  ^vcn 
her  that  coin  — just  what  I  told  the  coroner,  and  which  £  then 
Haw  was  not  believed,  for  it  has  been  my  misfortune  to  be  tried 
by  strangers.  Will  these  gentlemen  ask  themselves  why  I  have 
committed  the  crime  of  which  they  have  found  me  guilty?  It 
oould  not  be  for  money ;  as  of  that  I  have,  of  my  own,  more  tbaa 
I  want,  more,  perhaps,  than  it  is  good  for  me  to  be  mistress  of." 

"Why  have  not  thi.ae  facte  been  shown  to  the  jury,  at  the 
proper  time  and  in  the  proper  manner,  if  true  ?"  demanded  the 
judge,  kindly.  "They  are  material,  and  might  have  influenced 
the  verdict." 

The  jury  was  discharged,  but  not  one  of  them  all  had  left  the 
box.  One  or  two  of  them  now  arose,  and  looks  of  doubt  and 
indecision  began  to  flicker  over  their  countenances.  They  had 
been  influenced  by  one  man,  a  friend  and  political  confidant  of 
Williams,  who  bad  led  the  undecided  to  his  own  opinions.  We 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  man  was  pcijured,  or  that  he  was 
himself  conscious  of  the  extent  of  the  wrong  he  was  doing ;  but 
his  mind  had  been  perverted  by  the  serpent-like  report,  and  he 
had  tried  the  cause  under  the  influence  of  rumours,  which  had 
no  foundation  in  truth.  The  case  was  one  of  honest  doubt,  as 
iiO  one  will  deny;  but  instead  of  giving  the  accused  the  benefit 
'if  this  doubt,  as  by  law  and  in  reason  be  was  bound  to  do,  he  had 
,  taken  a  bios  altogether  from  outaide  influences,  and  that  bias  he 
oommunicated  to  otliers,  until  by  the  sheer  force  of  numbers,  the 
few  who  wavered  were  driven  into  a  corner,  and  soon  capitulated. 
Then^  there  was  a  morbid  satisfaction  in  the  minds  of  several  of 
the  jurors,  in  running  counter  to  the  charge  of  the  judge.     Thtr 
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WOB  a  spedcb  of  independetioe  that  is  grateful  to  some  men,  and 
they  ate  gmded  by  their  vanity,  when  they  &Qcy  they  are  odI; 
led  by  consdence.  These  matign  influences  were  onknoira  tc 
ihemBelTes;  for  not  one  of  the  twelve  was  absolutely  corrupt,  but 
neither  of  them  all  was  qualified  by  nature,  or  education,  to  be  a 
judge,  freed  from  the  influence  of  the  bench,  in  a  case  afleoting 
a  hnmaa  life. 

Any  one  in  the  least  observant  of  vhat  is  going  on  around 
him,  must  have  had  many  oj^tortnullJeQ  of  perceiving  how 
strangely  juries  render  theii  verdicts,  and  how  much  the  last  ap- 
pear to  be  opposed  to  the  inferences  of  the  looker-on,  as  well  as 
to  the  expressed  opinions  of  the  courts.  The  falling  off  in  the 
power  of  the  judges  over  the  minds  of  the  jurors,  we  suppoae  to 
be  derived  from  a  combination  of  causes.  The  tendency  of  the 
tjmes  is  to  make  men  confident  in  their  own  judgments,  and  to 
defer  less  than  foJ-merly  to  knowledge  and  experience.  Sedo^ 
this  very  general  trait^  the  judges  themselves  defer  to  the  ten- 
dency, manifest  less  confidence  in  their  station  and  knowledge 
and  perhaps  really  feel  it;  while  the  unceasing  cry  of  the  infalli 
bility  of  the  common  mind,  induces  the  vulgar,  or  average  inte! 
lect,  to  ghrink  from  any  collision  with  that  which  wears  the  sem 
blance,  even  though  simulated,  of  the  popular  will.  In  this  way 
is  the  institution  of  the  jury  gradually  getting  to  be  perverted, 
rendering  that  which  is  safe  as  an  human  tribunal  can  well  be, 
when  under  the  guidance  of  the  court,  as  dangerous  as  ignorance 
party,  self-will  and  obstinacy  can  well  make  it 

"  I  do  Eot  know,"  resumed  Mary  Monson,  "  that  one  is  yet 
obliged,  in  America,  to  lay  open  ber  account-books,  and  show 
her  rent-roll,  or  her  bonds  and  mortgages,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
gallows.  I  have  been  told  that  crime  must  be  brought  home  by 
unanswerable  proof,  in  order  to  convict.  Who  can  say  that  such 
proof  haa  been  adduced  in  my  case  7  It  has  not  even  been  made 
3C1  lain  that  a  man  was  killed,  at  all.    Moet  respectable  witnoMM 
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bftte  testified  that  tho;  believe  those  revolting  remains  of  pow 
hunanity,  belonged  once  ia  women.  Not  has  it  been  sliotni 
Uiat  anj  one  has  been  moidered.  The  fire  may  have  been  ftcci- 
dentalj  the  deaths  a  umple  consequence  of  the  fire,  and  no  one 
guilty." 

"  Ton  forget,  Mary  Monaon,"  inteipoaed  the  judge,  mildly 
'■  that  the  robbery,  and  the  piece  of  inpney  found  in  your  puree, 
give  a  oolonr  to  the  supposition  of  crime.  Xhe  jury  bave  doubt- 
less been  influenced  by  these  tacts,  and  important  facta  they  are. 
Ko  one  can  deny  this;  and  I  think  you  overlook  that  feature  of 
year  case.  If,  however,  yonr  connsel  has  any  good  reason  to 
offer  wby  sentence  should  not  now  be  pronounced,  the  court  will 
hear  it.  There  is  no  impadence  on  the  part  of  justice,  which 
would  much  rather  draw  in  than  stretch  forth  its  arm.  Perhaps, 
Mary  Monson,  you  might  do  well  to  leave  to  your  counsel  the 
objections  you  wish  to  urge,  and  let  them  be  presented  to  us  in 
a  form  that  we  can  recognise." 

"I  see  no  great  use  in  deferring  the  sentence,"  Dunsooiub 
remarked,  quietly  enough  for  the  drcumst^ces.  "  It  must  be 
pronouuced;  and  any  question  of  law,  should  one  occur  to  my 
mind,  though  I  confess  tione  does  at  present,  can  as  well  be 
raised  after  this  ceremony  as  before." 

"  I  am  disposed  to  wait,  if  a  good  reason  can  be  urged  for  the 
delay.  I  will  acknowledge  that  the  case  is  ono  involved  in  a 
great  deal  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  am  much  mclined  to  do 
all  the  law  will  sanction.  Still,  I  leave  you  to  dccido  on  yooT 
own  course." 

"In  my  judgment,  may  it  please  your  hooour,  wc  shall  iiava 
to  go  to  the  executive,  and  it  were,  perhaps,  better  to  get  all  the 
most  revolting  parts  of  the  case  over,  while  the  accused — " 

''ConTioted,  Mr.  Dunscomb — it  is  a  distinction  paictiil  tc 
fflulEe,  but  one  that  cannot  now  be  avoided." 

"I  beg  pardon  of  the  court  —  convicted."  ("oiwlr 
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"Yes,"  BMd  Maiy  Monson,  Bolemnly,  "I  am  cauTioted,  anj 
sf  tbe  revoliing  crime  of  murder.  All  my  hopes  of  a  triumpltaiit 
uqoittal  ore  bUsted;  and,  vhatever  may  be  the  termiuatioii  of 
Ihis  extraordinary  affiur,  a  dark  E^t  will  always  rest  on  my  namo. 
Sir,  I  am  as  innocent  of  this  crime  as  the  youngest  child  in  your 
oonnty.  I  may  have  been  wilful,  perverse,  ill-jud^ng,  unwise, 
ud  have  a  hundred  othet  tailings ;  but  neither  Peter  nor  Doro- 
tiiy  Goodwin  did  I  ever  barm.  I  bad  not  been  long  in  the  house 
before  I  discovered  that  tbe  old  couple  were  not  bappj  together. ' 
They  quarrelled  ot^n,  and  bitterly.  The  wife  was  managing, 
dictatoiial,  and  sordidly  covetous,  while  be  used  every  abiUing 
he  could  obtdn,  for  the  porcbase  of  liquors.  His  mind  woe  af- 
fected by  bia  debauches,  and  he  drivelled.  In  this  state,  he 
came  to  me  for  sympathy  and  advioe.  There  were  passages  in 
my  own  past  life,  short  as  it  has  been,  wbiob  disposed  me  to  feel 
for  one  who  was  not  happy  in  tbe  married  state.  It  is  no  matter 
what  my  own  experience  has  becnj  I  bad  sympathy  for  that 
poor  man.  So  far  from  wishing  to  do  him  harm,  I  desired  to  do 
him  good.  I  advised  him  to  quit  the  bouse,  and  live  apart  &odi 
his  wife,  for  a  time,  at  leaat;  and  this  be  consented  to  do,  if  I 
would  furnish  him  with  tbe  means.  Those  means  I  promised; 
and,  that  he  might  not  suffer,  bmg  of  only  feeble  intellect,  and 
in  order  to  keep  bim  from  liquor,  I  had  directed  two  of  my  agents 
to  come  to  tbe  bouse  early  in  tbe  morning  of  the  very  day  that 
the  fire  happened,  that  they  might  convey  Peter  Goodwin  to 
another  residence,  where  be  would  be  secret  and  safe,  until  bis 
wife  might  repent  of  her  treatment  of  him.  It  was  fortunate  for 
me  that  I  had  done  this.  Those  two  men,  servanls  of  my  own, 
m  ibe  dress  of  countrymen,  were  the  insfroments  of  saving  ray 
life;  without  their  wd,  I  should  have  perished  in  the  flames. 
What  they  did,  and  bow  they  did  it,  it  would  be  premature  nnv 
to  say.  Alas  !  alas  I  I  have  not  been  acquitted  as  I  desired  to 
l»Oj  and  a  dark  shadow  will  for  evei  rest  on  my  name  I"      i 


For  the  firat  tdmc,  a  doubt  of  the  Baoit;  of  the  prisoner,  oroescd 
the  mind  of  tbe  judge.  It  was  not  so  much  the  incoherence  of 
her  language,  as  her  eye,  the  flushed  cheek,  and  a  certmn  air  of 
stealthy  cunning,  tliat  awakened  this  distrust.  Nevertheless, 
Mary  Monaon'a  manner  was  sincere,  her  language  chosen  and 
perfectly  proper,  and  her  explanations  not  without  their  force 
There  was  something  so  strange,  however,  in  a  portion  of  hei 
statements ;  so  irreaoncileahle  witL  a  sonnd  discretion,  that,  taken 
with  the  little  which  had  como  to  light  concerning  this  singular 
woman's  past  life,  ihe  doubt  arose. 

"Perhaps  it  were  better,  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  the  judge 
observed,  "  if  we  delay  tie  sentence." 

"  As  your  honour  may  think  fit  The  state  is  not  over-ansioui 
for  life." 

"  What  say  you,  Mr.  Dunscomb  —  shall  there  be  delay,  or 
shall  I  sentence?" 

"  As  the  sentence  must  come,  the  sooner  it  is  over,  the  better. 
We  have  no  ground  on  which  to  carry  up  the  case,  the  jury 
being  judges  of  the  facts.  Our  principal  hope  must  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  governor." 

"  Mary  Monaon,"  continued  the  judge,  evidently  treating  the 
ft&ir  as  purely  a  matter  of  form,  "  yon  have  been  tried  for  felo- 
niously depriving  Peter  Goodwin  of  his  life — " 

"  I  never  did  it,"  interrupted  the  prisoner,  in  a  voice  so  low  - 
as  to  be  melodious,  yet  so  clear  as  to  be  audible  aa  tie  sonnd  of 
a  clarion.     "  These  men  have  been  influenced  by  the  rumours 
they  have  heard,  and  were  not  fit  to  act  as  my  judges.     Men 
should  have  minds  superior  to  mere  reports,  to  sit  in  that  box  "    , 

"  My  duty  is  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  the  law.  After  n 
fair  trial,  and,  so  far  as  it  appears  to  us,  by  an  impartial  jury, 
^ou  have  been  found  guilty.  For  reasons  that  are  of  sufficient 
weight  to  my  mind,  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  character  of  tbo 
»wftil  change  you  will  have  to  undergo,  should  this  decree  be  pii< 
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ID  force,  but  conGne  myself  Bimply  lo  the  duty  of  piouoaacdng 
the  Bentence  of  the  law,  vhich  ie  this :  tLat  you  be  carried  back 
lo  the  gaol,  and  there  be  guarded,  until  Friday,  the  akth  day  of 
September  uext,  when  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two^ 
P,  M.,  you  be  carried  to'the  place  of  execution,  and  hanged  by 
the  neck,  nntil  yon  are  dead— ' and  God  have  mercy  on  yoni 
BOall" 

A  Bliudder  passed  through  the  audience,  at  hearing  language 
Uke  this  applied  to  a  person  of  Hary  Monaon's  i^pearance,  edu- 
cation and  sex.  This  feeling  might  havo  manifested  itself  more 
strongly,  had  not  Mrs.  Horton  atbaoted  attention  to  herself,  by 
forcing  her  way  through  the  crowd,  until  she  stood  within  the 
bar.  Here  the  good  woman,  accustomed  to  bandy  worda  with 
her  guests,  did  not  scruple  to  make  her  presence  known  to  the 
court,  by  calling  out — 

"  They  tell  me,  your  honour,  that  Mary  Monsou  hsa  just  been 
found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin  ?" 

"It  is  so,  my  good  woman — but  that  case  is  ended.  Mr. 
Sheriff',  remove  the  prisoner —  time  ia  precious — " 

"  Yes,  your  honour,  and  so  is  etomity.  Mary  Mouson  is  no 
more  guilty  of  taking  the  life  of  Pet«T  Goodwin  than  I  am  guilty. 
I  've  alwhys  BaiA  some  great  disgrace  would  be&ll  our  juries,  one 
of  these  days,  and  now  my  prophecy  will  come  true.  Duke's  ii 
dUgr^ccd.     Constable,  let  that  poor  man  eome  within  the  bar," 

The  drivelling  creature  who  entered  the  room  of  McBrm 
tottered  forward,  when  twentf  voices  cried  aloud  the  name  of 
"PeUr  Goodwin .  "  Ever;  word  that  Uai;  Uodsod  had  ntatGd 
nne  Lme  t 
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"  Now  M&rcii,  nuw  call  up  to  thy  ssraBtance, 
Thy  wonted  strength  and  constancy  of  mind ; 
Thou  can'it  not  put  it  lo  a  greatci  trial." 

Bench,  bar,  jury,  mtnesses  and  audience,  were  all  astounded 
The  trial  had  been  carried  on  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith ; 
and  not  a  human  being  but  the  few  who  bad  felt  the  force  of 
McBrain's  testimonj,  doubted  of  the  death  of  the  individual  who 
□ow  appeared  alive,  if  not  well,  in  open  court  The  reader  can 
better  imagine  than  we  can  describe,  the  effects  of  a  resurrection 
10  entirely  unexpected. 

When  the  confusion  natnrally  produced  b;  auob  a  scene  had 
a  little  subsided;  wben  all  had  aotnally  seen,  and  many  had 
aotoally  felt,  the  supposed  murdered  man,  as  if  to  assure  tbem- 
icWes  of  hia  being  really  in  the  flesh,  order  was  restored ;  and 
the  court  and  bar  began  to  reflect  on  the  amne  next  tc  be  pur- 
Roed. 

"I  suppose,  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  observed  bia  honour, 
"there  is  no  mistake  in  the  person  of  this  individual;  but  it 
wire  better  if  we  had  an  affidavit  or  two,  "Will  you  walk  this 
way,  wr?" 

A  long,  pnTafo  conference,  now  took  place  betwoen  the  public 
prosecntor  and  the  judge.  Each  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  result,  as  well  aa  some  indignation  at  the  deception  which 
had  been  practised  on  the  court  This  indignation  was  a  little 
■noUified  by  Ibe  impression,  now  common  to  both,  that  Mary 
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Monson  was  a  persoTi  Dot  exactlj  ia  her  right  miad.  There  wm 
10  much  deception  practised  Biaong  persona  accused  of  crimen 
however,  aad  ia  conuectioQ  with  this  natural  iafirmitj,  that  public 
tbnctionarieB  like  themselves  were  necessarily  very  cautious  in 
admitting  the  plea.  The  most  offensive  part  of  the  whole  affaif 
was  the  discredit  brought  on  the  justdco  of  Duie's !  It  waa  not 
in  aature  for  these  individuals  to  be  insensible  to  the  sort  of  dis- 
grace the  reappearance  of  Fet«r  Goodwin  entailed  on  the  county 
and  circuit;  and  there  was  a  ver;  natoral  de^re  to  wipe  off  the 
BtMu.  The  conference  lasted  until  the  affidavits  to  e«tabliah  Uie 
facta  connected  with  Goodwin's  ease  were  ready. 

'I  Had  these  affidavits  been  presented  earlier,"  s^d  his  honour, 
■s  soon  as  the  papers  were  read,  "sentence  would  not  have  been 
pronounced.  The  case  is  novel,  and  I  shall  want  a  little  tdme  to 
reflect  on  the  course  I  am  to  take.  The  seatence  must  be  gotten 
rid  of  by  some  means  or  other;  and  it  shall  be  my  care  to  see  it 
done.  I  hope,  brotber  Bonsoomb,  the  counsel  for  tie  accuso^ 
have  not  been  parties  to  tiia  deception?" 

"  I  am  as  mocb  taken  by  surprise  as  your  honour  can  pos^bly 
be,"  returned  the  party  addressed,  with  earnestness,  "  not  having 
had  the  most  remote  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  the  man  aaid 
to  have  been  murdered ;  else  would  all  the  late  proceediags  have 
been  spared.  As  to  the  course  to  be  taken  next,  I  would  respect 
fully  suggest  that  the  Code  be  examined.  It  is  an  omnium 
gatherum ;  and  must  eonfaiin  something  to  tell  us  how  to  uodo 
all  we  have  done." 

"It  were  better  for  all  parties  had  they  so  been.  There  are  still 
two  indictments  pending  over  Mary  Monson;  one  for  the  arson, 
and  the  other  for  the  murder  of  Dorothy  Qoodwin.  Mr.  District 
Attorney  feels  the  necessity  of  trying  these  casns,  or  one  of  them 
at  least,  in  vindication  of  the  jostice  of  the  State  and  coon^; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  under  all  the  oircumstanoes,  this 
course  should  be  token.    I  trust  we  shall  have  no  more  surpriecs, 
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uitl  Ihat  DoTVthy  Uoodirin  will  be  brought  forward  at  ODce,  if 
■till  living — time  ia  preoiouB." 

"Dorothy  Goodwin  is  dead,"  said  Mary  Monson,  Boleinnly. 
"  Poor  woman  I  she  was  called  away  suddenly,  and  in  her  sins 
Idltle  feu  of  her  ever  coming  here  to  flout  your  juadce." 

"  It  may  be  well  to  caution  your  client,  Mr.  Dunsoomb,  againsl 
bnsty  and  indiscreet  odmisaiona.  Let  the  acouaed  be  arraigned, 
and  a  jury  be  empannelled.  "Wliich  case  do  yon  choose  to  move 
on,  Mr.  District  Attorney?" 

Dnnscomb  saw  that  his  honour  was  offended,  and  much  in 
eam^t.  He  was  offended  himself,  and  half  disposed  to  throw 
up  his  brief;  but  he  felt  for  the  situation  of  a  lovely  and  defence- 
less womaa.  Then  hia  doubta  tonching  his  client's  sanity  began 
to  take  the  character  of  certainty;  and  he  saw  how  odious  it 
would  be  to  abandon  one  ao  afflicted  in  her  emergency.  He 
hinted  bis  suspicion  to  the  court ;  but  was  told  that  the  fact,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  oase,  was  one  properly  for  the  jury. 
After  reflection,  tlie  advocate  determined  not  to  desert  his  trust. 

We  pass  over  the  preliminary  proceedings.  A  jury  was  em- 
pannelled with  very  little  difficulty;  not  a  challenge  having  been 
made.  It  was  composed,  in  part,  of  those  who  had  been  in  the 
box  on  the  late  occasion ;  and,  in  part,  of  new  men.  There  was 
an  air  of  earnestness  and  business  about  them  all,  that  [Omms  did 
not  like;  but  it  was  too  late  to  raise  objectiona.  To  own  the  ■ 
truth,  the  senior  counsel  cared  much  less  than  before  for  the 
lefinlt;  feeling  satisfied  tliat  his  contemplated  application  at 
Albany  would  meet  with  consideration.  It  is  true,  Mary  Monson 
was  no  anti-renter.  She  could  not  come  forward  with  her  demand 
for  mercy  with  bands  dyed  in  the  blood  of  an  officer  of  that  public 
which  lives  under  the  deception  of  fencying  it  rales  the  land; 
murderers  who  added  to  their  crimes  the  hateful  and  pestilent 
fraud  of  attempting  to  cloak  robbery  in  the  garb  of  righteoiu 
liberty;  nor  could  ahe  come  sustwned  by  numbers  aronnd  ibe 
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bkHol-box,  and  buUj  the  executive  into  acta  which  the  reason 
kii'l  conscience  of  eveij  honest  man  condemn;  but  Dunscomb 
beheved  that  she  might  come  iritb  the  plea  of  a  being  visited  by 
the  power  of  her  Creator,  in  constitnting  her  as  she  was,  a  woman 
not  morally  acconntable  for  her  acta. 

All  the  leading  facts,  as  shown  on  the  former  trial,  were  shown 
on  this.  When  the  coimtrj  piwstitioners  were  called  on  to  ^ve 
ttieir  opiniona  oonceraing  the  effect  of  the  blow,  they  neoessaiily 
became  Bubject  to  the  cross-examioatioD  of  the  counsel  for  tho 
prisoner,  who  did  not  epiae  them. 

"  Were  yon  examined,  wi,  in  tlie  late  trial  of  Ma^y  Blopson, 
for  the  murder  of  Peter  Ooodwia  V  demanded  Dunscomb  of  the 
first  of  t^ese  modem  Galcas  wbo  was  put  on  the  stand. 

"I  was,  sir." 

"  What  did  yon  say  on  that  oocadon" — looking  at  his  notes 
of  the  other  trial,  "  touching  the  sex  of  the  persons  to  whom 
those  skeletons  wore  thought  to  have  belonged  f" 

"I  said  I  beKeved — not  jbiew,  but  belieced,  they  were  the 
remains  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Ooodwin." 

"Bid  you  not  use  stronger  language  than  that?" 

"Not  that  I  remember — I  may  hare  done  so;  but  I  do  not 
remember  it" 

"Did  you  not  say  you  had  'no  doubt'  that  those  were  the  re- 
mains of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"  I  may  have  said  as  much  as  that.  Now  you  mention  the 
iroids,  I  believe  I  did." 

"Do  you  think  so  now?" 

"  Certainly  not.     I  cannot  think  so,  after  what  I  have  seen." 

"Do  you  know  Peter  Goodwin,  personally?" 

"Very  well.  I  have  practised  many  years  in  this  neighbomk 
hood." 

"  Whom,  then,  do  you  say  that  this  unfortomito  man  bae, 
whom  we  see  alive,  thongh  a  driveller,  really  is  7" 


THB  WAT8  OF  tax     HOUR.  467 

"  Poler  Goodwin — he  who  was  thought  to  have  been  mordured 
We  are  all  liable  to  mistakes." 

"  You  have  testified  in  chief  that,  in  your  judgment,  the  two 
pcraons,  of  whom  ve  have  the  remans  here  in  court,  were  stunned 
at  least,  if  not  absolutely  killed,  by  the-  blow  that  you  think  frao- 
bired  each  of  their  Bkulls.  Now,  I  would  ask  if  you  think  the 
{irisoner  at  the  bar  possesses  the  phydcal  force  necessary  to  ennble 
her  to  strike  such  a  blow?" 

"  That  would  depend  on  the  instrument  she  used.  A  honuui 
skull  may  be  fractured  easily  enough,  by  a  moderate  blow  Btm^ 
by  a  heavy  instrument." 

"  What  sort  of  instrument,  for  instance  ?" 

"  A  sword  —  a  bar  of  iron  —  or  anything  that  has  weight  and 
force." 

"Do  you  believe  tiose  fractures  were  ^ven  by  the  Bame 
Mow?" 

"I  do.     By  one  and  the  same  blow." 

"Do  you  think  Alary  Monson  poasfflsea  tlio  etrength  ncccssaiy 
to  cause  those  two  fractures  at  a  fdngle  blow  7" 

Witness  had  no  opinion  on  tlie  subject 

"  Are  the  fractures  material  J" 

"  Certiunly  —  and  must  have  required  a  heavy  blow  to  pro- 
duce diem." 

This  was  all  that  could  be  got  from  either  of  the  witnesses  on 
that  material  point  As  respected  McBnun,  he  was  subsequently 
examined  in  reference  to  the  same  faeta.  Dunscomb  made  gcod 
use  of  this  witness,  who  now  commanded  the  respect  of  all  pro* 
sent  In  the  first  place,  he  was  adroitly  offered  to  the  jury,  as 
Hit  professional  man  who  had,  from  the  first,  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  both  the  skeletons  were  those  of  females ;  and  this 
in  the  &ce  of  all  the  collected  wisdom  of  Duke's  conn^j  an 
[pinion  that  was  now  rendered  so  probable  as  almost  to  amount 
to  oertun^.     He  (Dunscomb)  believed  most  firmly  that  the  r& 
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mains  were  those  af  Dorothy  Goodwin  sod  the  Oernun  womuii 
who  was  mis^ng. 

"Have  you  ezamiDed  those  ekcletons,  I>r-  McBrain?"  D1111& 
oomh  asked. 

"  I  have,  sir^  and  carefully,  Bince  the  late  trinL" 

"  How  do  jou  think  the  persons  to  whom  they  belonged  came 
to  their  deaths?" 

"I  find  fractures  in  the  akulls  of  both.  If  they  lie  now  aa 
they  did  when  the  remains  were  found,  (a  &ct  that  had  been 
proved  by  several  witne^ases,)  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  single  blow 
inflicted  the  injuries  on  both ;  it  may  be,  that  blow  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  produce  death ;  but  it  must  have  produced  a  stupor,  01 
insenaibiiity,  which  would  prevent  the  parties  from  seeking  refuge 
against  the  effects  of  the  flames " 

"  Is  the  learned  witness  brought  here  to  sum  up  the  cause  V 
demanded  WilHams,  with  one  of  those  demoniacal  sneers  of  his, 
by  means  of  which  he  sometimes  carried  off  a  verdict.  "  I  wish 
to  know,  that  I  may  take  notes  of  the  course  of  bis  argument." 

McBrain  drew  back,  shocked  and  offended.  He  was  naturally 
diffident,  as  his  friend  used  to  admit,  in  everything  but  wives; 
and  as  regarded  them  "he  had  the  impudence  of  the  devil. 
Ned  would  never  give  up  the  ttade  until  he  had  married  a  dozen, 
if  the  law  would  see  him  out  in  it.  He  ought  to  have  been  a 
ibllower  of  the  great  Mahomet,  who  made  it  a  point  to  \ake  a 
new  wife  at  almost  every  new  moon  !"  The  judge  did  not  like 
this  sneer  of  Williams;  and  this  so  much  the  less,  because,  in 
common  with  all  around  him,  he  bad  imbibed  a  profound  respect 
for  the  knowledge  of  the  witnesa.  It  is  true,  he  was  very  much 
afraid  of  the  man,  and  dreaded  his  influence  at  the  polls ;  but  he 
really  had  too  much  conscience  to  submit  to  everything.  A  Judge 
may  yet  have  a  conscience — if  the  Code  will  let  him. 

"This  ia  very  irregular,  Mr,  Williams,  not  to  say  improper," 
Ilia  honour  mildly  remarked.    "The  witness  has  said  no  more 
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than  he  baa  a  right  to  gay ;  and  the  court  must  Bee  him  protected. 
Piooeed  with  your  teatimonj,  sir." 

"  I  have  little  more  to  say,  if  it  please  the  com't,"  resumed 
MoBrain,  too  much  dashed  to  reguD  his  self-posseasion  in  a  mO' 
meat.  As  this  was  all  Williams  wanted,  he  permittod  him  to 
proceed  in  his  own  way ;  and  all  the  doctor  had  to  say  waa  soon 
told  to  the  jury.  The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  manifested  . 
great  tact  in  not  cross-examining  the  witness  at  all.  In  a  aubse- 
<)  nent  stage  of  the  trial,  Williams  had  the  impudence  to  insinuate 
to  the  jury  that  they  did  not  attach  auf&cient  importance  to  hia 
testimony,  to  aubject  him  to  this  very  customary  ordeal. 

But  the  taming  point  of  this  trial,  as  it  had  been  that  of  the 
case  which  preceded  it,  was  the  evidence  connected  with  the  piece 
of  money.  As  the  exiatence  of  the  notch  waa  now  generally 
known,  it  was  easy  enough  to  recognise  the  coin  that  had  been 
found  in  Mary  Monaon's  purse;  thus  depriTing  the  accused  of 
(me  of  her  simplest  and  beat  means  of  demonstrating  the  igno- 
rance of  the  witnesses.  The  notch,  however,  was  Mrs.  Barton's 
great  mark,  under  fevour  of  which  her  very  material  testimony 
was  now  given  as  it  had  been  before. 

Dunsoomb  waa  on  the  point  of  commenciDg  the  cross-exaimna- 
tion,  when  the  clear  melodious  voice  of  Mary  Monson  herself 
waa  heard  for  the  fir^t  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  trial. 

"Is  it  permitted  to  >n«  to  question  this  witness?"  demanded 
the  prisoner. 

"CertMnly,"  answered  the  judge.  "It  is  the  right  of  every 
one  who  is  arraigned  by  the  country.  Ask  anp  question  that 
yoa  please." 

This  was  a  somewhat  liberal  decision  as  to  the  right  of  eross- 
esaminingj  and  the  accused  put  on  it  a  construction  almoat  la 
broad  as  the  privilege.  As  for  the  witness,  it  was  very  apparent 
ihe  bad  little  taste  for  the  sorutiny  that  she  probably  foresaw  the 
was  abnnt  to  undergo;  and  her  countenance,  attitude,  and  an- 


iwera,  each  and  all  betrayed  how  much  distaate  slit,  had  for  the 
whole  procedure.  A^  penula^n  was  obtained,  hcweYcr,  Uic 
priaouer  did  not  hesitate  to  proceed. 

"  Mrs.  Burton,"  sud  Mary  MouBon,  adapting,  as  well  as  aha 
knew  how,  the  manner  of  tihe  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  "  I  wish  you 
to  tell  die  court  and  jury  when  you  first  saw  tlie  nobthed  piece 
of  inonej  ?" 

"  When  I  first  saw  it  ?  I  saw  it  first,  when  aunt  Dolly  first  - 
showed  it  to  me,"  answered  the  witness. 

Most  persona  would  have  been  dissatisfied  witli  this  answer, 
■ud  would  probably  have  caased  the  qnestiou  to  be  repeated  in 
some  other  form;  bat  Mary  Mooson  seemed  content,  and  went 
on  putting  her  questions,  just  as  if  she  had  obtained  answers  to 
meet  her  liens. 

"Did  you  examine  it  well?" 

"As  well  as  Z  desired  to.     There  was  nothing  to  prevent  it." 

"  Did  you  know  it  immediately,  on  seeing  it  in  my  purse  7" 

"Certainly  —  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  notch." 

"  Did  Mrs.  Goodwin  point  out  the  notch  to  you,  or  did  yon 
point  out  the  noteh  to  her?" 

"She  pointed  it  out  to  me;  she  feared  that  the  notch  might 
leaseu  the  value  of  the  coin." 

"  AU  this  I  have. heard  before;  but  I  now  ask  you,  Mrs. Bar- 
ton, in  the  name  of  that  Being  whose  eye  is  everywhere,  did  you 
not  yourself  put  that  piece  of  money  in  my  pnise,  when  it  was 
passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  take  out  of  it  the  piece  without 
a  notch  ?     Answer  me,  as  you  have  a  regard  for  your  soul  ?" 

Such  a  question  was  altogether  out  of  the  rules  regulating  the 
queries  that  may  be  put  to  witnesses,  an  answer  in  the  affirmnlive 
going  directly  to  criminate  the  respondent;  but  tlie  earnest  man- 
ner, solemn  tones,  and,  we  may  add,  illuminated  countenance  of 
Mary  Monson,  so  tax  imposed  on  the  woman,  that  she  quite  lost 
sight  of  her  rights,  if  ghe  ever  knew  them.    What  is  much  moa 
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rbmorkablc,  neither  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  interposed 
ID  objectaoD.  The  District  Attorney  was  villing  that  justice 
ehould  hare  its  way;  and  Williams  began  to  think  it  might  be 
prudent  to  manifest  less  anxiety  for  a  ranvict^on  than  he  ha4  done 
in  the  caee  in  which  the  party  murdered  had  been  resuscitated.' 
The  judge  was  entranced  by  the  prisoner's  manner. 

"  I  believe  I  have  as  much  regard  for  my  soul  as  any  of  the 
neighbours  have  for  theirs,"  answered  Mrs.  Burton,  sullenly. 

"Let  us  learn  that  in  your  reply— Bid  you,  or  did  yon  not, 
change  ihoso  pieces  of  gold  f" 

"Perhaps  I  might — It's  hard  to  say,  when  so  much  was  said 
and  done." 

"  How  came  you  vith  the  other  piece,  with  which  to  maJcc  the 
exchange  7    Answer,  Sarah  Burton,  as  you  fear  God  F" 

The  witness  t:'cmbled  like  an  aspen-leaf.  So  remarkable  was 
the  scene,  that  no  one  thought  of  interfering^  hut  the  judge,  the 
bar,  and  the  jury,  seemed  equally  willing  to  leave  the  two  females 
to  themselTes,  as  the  most  efficient  means  of  extorting  the  truth. 
Mary  Monson'a  colour  heightened ;  her  mien  and  countenance 
grew,  as  it  were,  with  the  occasion ;  while  Sarah  Burton's  became 
paler  and  paler,  as  each  question  was  put,  and  the  reply  pressed. 

"I  can  have  money,  I  hope,  as  well  as  other  folks,"  answered 
'  the  witness. 

"  That  is  no  reply.  How  came  you  with  the  piece  of  gold 
that  is  notched,  that  you  could  exchange  it  for  the  piece  which 
was  not  notched,  and  which  was  the  one  really  found  in  my  puxse  i* 
Answer  me  that,  Sarah  Burton ;  here,  where  we  both  stand  in 
ibe  presence  of  our  great  Creator?" 

"There's  no  need  of  your  presang  a  body  so  awfully — I 
don't  believe  it's  law." 

"  I  repeat  the  question  — or  I  will  answer  it  for  you.  When 
foa  fired  the  house " 

The  woman  soreamed,  and  raised  her  hands  in  uatainJ  horror 
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"  I  never  set  the  house  on  fire,"  ehe  cried  —  "  It  took  from  the 
BtuTO-pipe  in  the  garret,  where  it  had  taken  twice  before." 

"  How  can  you  know  that,  nnlesa  you  saw  it  ? — How  see  it, 
unless  present?" 

"I  was  not  then.,  and  did  not  see  it;  but  1  know  the  garret 
bad  caught  twice  before  from  that  cook-store-pipe.  Aunt  Dctl} 
was  Tery  wrong  to  neglect  it  as  she  did." 

"  And  the  blows  on  the  head — who  struck  those  blows,  Sarah 
Burton  V 

"  How  can  I  tell  7  I  wasn't  there  —  no  one  but  a  fool  coulfl 
believe  you  have  strength  to  do  it." 

"  How,  then,  was  it  done?    Speak — I  see  it  in  your  mind?" 

"I  saw  the  ploughshare  lying  on  the  heads  of  tho  ekeletons; 
Kud  I  saw  Moses  Steen  throw  it  ofT,  in  the  conRi^on  of  Gist  raking 
the  embers.    Moses  will  be  likely  to  remember  it,  if  sent  for,  and 


Here  was  a  most  important  fact  elicited  nnder  the  impulse  sf 
self  -  jnstJficatioD ;  and  a  corresponding  expression  of  surprise, 
passed  in  a  murmur,  through  the  audience.  The  eye  of  Maiy 
Monsou  kindled  with  triumph ;  and  she  continued  with  renewed 
powers  of  command  over  the  will  and  conscience  of  the  witness. 

"  This  ia  well,  Sarah  Burton — it  is  right,  and  what  you  ought 
to  say.  Tou  think  that  the  fire  was  accidental,  and  that  the  ftao- 
tured  skulls  came  from  the  fall  of  the  plough  7" 

"I  do.  I  know  that  the  plough  stood  in  the  garret,  directly 
oyer  the  bed,  and  the  stove-pipe  passed  quite  near  it  There  wae 
an  elbow  in  that  pipe,  and  the  danger  was  at  that  elbow." 

"This  is  well;  and  the  eye  above  looks  on  you  with  less  di» 
pleasure,  Sarah  Burton" — as  this  was  said,  the  witness  turned 
her  looks  timidly  upwards,  as  if  to  assure  herself  of  the  fact — 
"  Speak  holy  truth,  and  it  will  soon  become  benignant  and  for- 
^ving.  Now  tell  me  how  you  came  by  the  stocking  u)d  itp 
Mutentfl  f" 
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''  The  Etocking  I"  said  the  witness,  starUng,  and  turniiig  white 
IS  s  sheet.     "  Who  says  I  took  the  stocking  7" 

"  I  do.  I  know  it  by  that  secret  intelligeQce  which  has  been 
given  me  to  discover  truth.  Speak,  then,  Sarah,  and  tell  the  court 
and  jury  the  trutli,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth." 

"Nobody  saw  me  take  it;  and  nobody  can  say  I  took  it," 

"Therein  you  are  mistaken.  Yon  were  seen  to  take  it.  1 
saw  it,  for  one ;  but  there  was  another  who  saw  it,  with  its  m> 
tire,  whose  eye  is  ever  on  us.  Speak,  then,  Sarah,  and  keep 
nothing  back." 

"  I  meant  no  harm,  if  I  did  take  it  There  was  so  many  folka 
about,  I  was  airaid  that  some  stranger  might  lay  hands  on  it 
That's  all." 

"  You  were  seen  to  unlock  the  drawers,  as  you  stood  aloub 
near  the  bureau,  in  the  confusion  and  excitement  of  the  finding 
of  the  skeletons.     You  did  it  stealthily,  Sarah  Burton." 

"  I  was  afraid  some  one  might  snatcli  the  stocking  from  mo. 
I  always  meant  to  ^ve  it  up,  as  soon  as  the  law  said  to  whom  it 
belongs.     Davis  wants  it,  but  I'm  not  sure  it  is  bis." 

"  What  key  did  you  use  T    Keep  nofliing  bock," 

"  One  of  my  own.  My  keyB  unlocked  many  of  aunt  Dolly'a 
drawers.  She  knew  it,  and  never  found  any  fault  with  it.  Why 
should  she  ?     Her  keys  unlocked  mine  t" 

"  Another  word  —  where  is  that  stocking,  and  where  are  it* 
oouteuta  ?" 

"  Both  are  safe  in  tlie  third  drawer  of  my  own  bureau,  and 
here  is  the  key,"  taking  one  fitiro  her  bosom.  "  I  put  them 
there  for  security,  as  no  one  opens  that  drawer  but  myself." 

Timma  took  the  key  from  the  unresting  hand  of  thi;  woman, 
and  followed  by  Williams,  Davis,  and  one  or  two  more,  he  left 
the  court-house.  At  that  instant,  Sarah  Burton  &ialed.  In  the 
Donfusion  of  removing  her  into  another  room,  Mary  Mouson  r> 
sumed  her  seat. 
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"Ml.  Sistriot  Attorney,  it  cui  hardly  be  your  intention  ta 
pi'eaa  this  indictment  any  further?"  observed  the  judge,  wipio^ 
his  eyes,  and  much  delighted  with  the  unexpected  termination 
if  the  afGiir. 

The  functionary  addressed  was  glad  enough  to  be  rid  of  Lia 
unwelcome  ofGce,  and  at  ouce  signified  his  wilUngneBS  to  enter  a 
aoUe  prosequi,  by  an  application  to  the  bench,  in  the  case  of  th-j 
uson,  and  to  submit  to  an  acquittal  in  that  now  being  traveraed. 
After  a  brief  charge  from  the  judge,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  of 
acquittal,  without  leaving  the  box;  and  just  as  this  was  done, 
Timms  and  his  companions  returned,  briaging  with  tliem  tho 
much-talked-of  stocking. 

It  required  mentis  completely  te  elucidate  the  whole  afftir^ 
but  BO  much  is  already  known,  and  this  part  of  our  subject  beinf, 
virtually  disposed  of,  we  may  as  well  make  a  short  summary  of 
the  facta,  as  tliey  were  already  in  proof,  or  as  they  have  sinwi 
come  to  light. 

The  fire  was  accidental,  as  has  been  recently  ascertained  by 
circumstances  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate.  Goodwin  had  left  hif 
wife,  the  night  before  the  accident,  and  she  had  taken  the  Ger- 
man woman  to  sleep  with  her.  As  the  garret^fioor  above  tbis 
pair  was  consumed,  the  plough  fell,  its  share  inflicting  the  blow 
which  stunned  them,  if  it  did  not  inflict  even  a  greater  injury. 
That  part  of  the  house  was  first  consumed,  and  the  skeletons 
were  found,  as  has  been  related,  side  by  side.  In  the  oonfusion 
of  the  scene,  Sarah  Burton  had  little  dif&culty  in  opening  the 
Jrawer,  and  removing  the  stocking.  She  fancied  herself  unseen  j 
but  Mary  Monson  observed  the  movement,  though  ^he  had  then 
no  idea  what  was  abstracted.  The  unfortunate  delinquent  main- 
tains that  her  intention,  at  the  time,  was  good ;  or,  that  her  sole 
abject  was  to  secure  the  gold;  but,  is  obliged  to  confess  that  the 
poesesdon  of  the  treasure  gradually  excited  her  cupidi^,  nnti) 
the  began  to  hope  that  this  board  might  eventoally  become  bei 


^wn.  The  guilly  soonest  suspect  guilt.  As  to  "the  pure,  «U 
thinga  are  pure,"  so  it  ia  with  the  innocent,  who  are  the  leaet 
Inclined  to  Buepect  others  of  wicked  actions.  Thus  was  it  with 
Mrs.  BurtoD.  In  the  commission  of  a  great  wrong  herself;  she 
had  little  difficnlty  in  supposing  that  Mary  Monson  was  the  sort 
of  person  that  rumour  made  her  out  to  be.  She  saw  no  great 
harm,  then,  in  giving  a  shove  to  the  descending  culprit  When 
looking  into  the  stocking,  she  had  seen,  and  put  in  her  own 
poiiket,  the  notched  piece,  as  a  curiosity,  there  being  nothing 
more  unusual  in  the  guilty  thus  incnrring  QDneoessaiy  risks, 
than  there  is  in  the  moth's  temerity  in  fluttering  around  the 
candle.  When  the  purse  of  Mary  Monaon  was  eiamincd,  as 
usually  happens  on  such  occasions,  we  had  almost  said  as  alwayt 
happens,  in  the  management  of  cases  that  are  subsequently  to 
form  a  part  of  the  justice  of  the  land,  much  less  attention  wa« 
paid  to  the  care  of  that  purse  than  ought  to  have  been  bestowed 
on  it.  Profiting  by  the  neglect,  Sarah  Burton  exchanged  the 
notched  coin  for  the  perfect  piece,  uDobserved,  as  she  again  fiui- 
cied;  but  once  more  the  watohful  eye  of  Mary  Monson  was  on 
her.  The  first  time  the  woman  was  observed  by  the  last,  it  was 
accidentally;  but  suspicion  once  aroused,  it  was  natural  enough 
to  keep  a  look-out  on  the  suspected  party.  The  act  was  seen, 
and  at  the  moment  that  the  accused  thought  happy,  the  circum- 
stance was  brought  to  bear  on  the  trial.  Sarah  Burton  main- 
tains  that,  at  first,  her  sole  intention  was  to  exchange  the  imper- 
fect for  the  perfect  coin;  and  that  she  was  Induced  to  swear  to 
the  piece  subsequently  produced,  as  that  found  on  Mary  Monson's 
person,  as  a  literal  fiict,  ignorant  of  what  might  be  its  consC' 
quences.  Though  the  devil  doubtless  leads  us  on,  step  by  step, 
deeper  and  deeper,  into  crime  and  sin,  it  is  pi-obable  that,  in  this 
particular,  the  guilty  woman  appKed  a  flattering  unction  to  hor 
jonscienue,  that  the  truth  would  have  destroyed, 

Great  was  the  wonder,  and  numberless  were  the  paragiaubs 
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(hat  this  unexpected  ifiswe  of  the  "great  Biberry  murdero"  pro 
doced.  As  respects  the  Uet,  anytblug  that  will  fill  a  column  is 
a  god-Bcad,  and  the  falsehood  has  even  a  Talue  that  is  not  to  be 
found  ID  tlie  truth,  as  tte  contradiction  will  help  along  qntte  as 
much  as  the  original  statements.  If  the  public  could  only  be 
brought  to  see  vhat  a  different  thing  publicity  becomes  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  turn  it  to  profit,  from  what  it  is  thought  to 
be,  by  those  who  fancy  it  is  merely  a  mode  of  circulating  facte,  % 
great  step  towards  a  much-needed  reformation  would  be  taken, 
b;  confining  the  last  within  their  natural  limits. 

1/  Mary  Monson's  name  passed  from  one  end  of  the  Union  m 
the  other,  and  thousands  heard  and  read  of  this  estraoidinary 
woman,  who  never  had  the  smallest  clue  to  her  real  character  or 
subsequent  history.  How  few  reflected  on  the  defects  of  the 
s^stcni  that  condemned  her  to  the  gallows  on  insufficient  testi- 
mony ;  or,  under  another  phase  of  prejudice,  might  have  acquit- 
ted her  when  guilty !  The  random  decisions  of  tLe  juries,  usuallj 
well-meaning,  but  so  rareljr  discriminating,  or  aa  intelligent  as 
they  ought  to  he,  atdact  very  little  attention  beyond  the  bar ; 
Bud  even  the  members  of  that  often  strike  a  balance  in  error, 
with  which  they  learn  to  he  content;  gaining  in  one  cause  aa 

'  much  as  they  lose  in  another. 

/  There  -was  a  strong  disposition  iu  the  people  assembled  at  Bi- 
berry, on  the  occasion  of  the  trial,  to  make  a  public  spectacle  of 
Mary  Monson.  The  right  to  do  this,  with  all  things  in  heaven 
and  earth,  seems  to  belong  to  "republican  simplicity,"  which  ie 
begnning  to  rule  the  land  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Unfortunately 
for  this  feeling,  the  subject  of  momentary  sympathy  was  not  n 
person  likely  to  allow  such  a  license.  She  did  not  believe,  be- 
cause she  had  endured  one  set  of  atrocious  wrongs,  that  she  waa 
bound  to  submit  to  as  many  more  as  gaping  vulgarity  might  see 
Gt  to  inflict.  She  sought  the  protection  of  good  Mrs.  Gott  and 
her  gaol,  some  forms  being  necessary  before  the  sentence  of  deati 
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iould  be  legally  gbtten  rid  of.  In  vain  were  the  windowB  agnin 
iirowded,  with  the  rirtuous  wish  of  seeing  how  Mary  Modsdii 
looked,  now  she  was  acquitted,  just  as  they  had  been  previoosl^ 
thronged  in  order  tc  ascertain  how  she  looked  when  there  was  a 
chance  of  her  being  condemned  to  the  gallows.  The  most  extra- 
onLaaiy  part  of  the  aSair,  was  the  circumBtanco  that  tlie  harp 
became  popular;  the  Tery  seDtiment,  act,  or  thing  that^  in  one 
condition  of  the  common  mind,  is  about  to  be  'cut  down  aod 
oast  into  the  fire,'  beoaming  in  another,  all  that  is  >  noble,  com- 
mendable, or  desirable.  The  crowd  about  the  windows  of  the 
gaol,  for  the  first  few  hours  after  the  acquittal,  was  dying  to 
hear  the  prisoner  sing  and  play,  and  would  gladly  have  tolerated 
the  harp  and  a  '  foreign  tongue'  to  be  thus  gratified.  ' 

But  Mary  Monson  was  safe  from  all  intrusion,  under  the  locks 
of  the  delighted  Mrs.  Gott.  This  kind-hearted  person  kissed 
her  prisoner,  over  and  over  again,  when  she  admitted  her  within 
the  gallery,  and  then  she  went  outside,  and  assured  several  of  the 
m()re  respectable  persons  in  the  crowd  how  thoroughly  she  had 
been  persuaded,  from  the  first,  of  the  innocence  of  her  friend. 
The  circumstances  of  this  important  trial  rendered  Mrs.  Gott  a 
very  distinguished  person  herself,  in  that  crowd,  and  never  was  a 
woman  happier  than  she  while  delivering  her  sendmente  on  the 
recent  events. 

"It's  altogether  the  moat  foolish  trial  we  have  ever  had  in 
Duke's,  though  they  tell  me  foolish  trials  are  getting  to  be  only 
too  common,"  said  the  kind-hearted  wife  of  the  sherifij  addre?^- 
ing  half-a-dozen  of  the  more  reapectablo  of  the  crowd,  "  It  gave 
me  a  big  fright,  I  will  own  When  Gott  was  elected  sherifi',  1 
dil  hope  he  would  escape  aU  exeoutions  but  debt  ececntions 
The  more  he  has  of  them,  the  better.  It 's  bad  enough  to  escort 
thieves  to  Sing-Sing ;  but  the  gallows  is  a  poor  trade  for  a  deeeni 
man  to  meddle  with.  Then,  to  have  the  very  first  sentence,  one 
against  Mary  Monson,  who  is  as  much  above  sacb  a  punishment 
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M  Tirliie  is  above  viae.  Wbca  I  beard  those  dreadful  words,  1 
felt  08  if  a  cord  was  ronnd  my  ova  neck.  But  I  bad  fidtb  to 
tlie  kstj  Mary  has  always  told  me  that  she  should  be  acquitted, 
and  here  il  has  all  come  true,  at  last" 

"Do  3rou  know,  Mrs.  Ootl^"  said  ooe  of  her  friends,  "it  ie 
reported  llat  this  woman — or  lady,  I  suppose  one  must  new  oaU 
hn — has  been  in  the  habit  of  quitting  the  gaol  whenever  she 

"Hu-s-h,  neigbbor  Brookes;  there  is  no  need  of  alarming 
the  county  1  I  believe  you  are  right;  though  it  was  all  done 
without  my  knowledge,  or  it  never  would  have  been  permitted. 
It  only  BhowB  the  power  of  money.  Tbelocks  are  as  good  as 
any  in  the  State;  yet  Mary  certainly  did  find  means,  unbeknown 
to  me,  to  open  tLcm.  It  can't  be  called  breaking  gaol,  unce  she 
always  came  back  I  I  had  a  good  fright  the  first  time  I  heard 
of  it,  but  use  reconciles  us  to  all  tbinga.  I  naver  let  Gott  into 
the  secret,  though  be 's  responsible,  as  he  calls  it,  for  all  bid 
prisoners." 

"Well,  when  a  matter  turns  out  happily,  it  doea  no  good  to 
be  harping  on  it  always." 

Mrs.  Gott  assented,  and  in  tbis  case,  as  in  a  bundred  othuia, 
the  end  was  made  to  justify  tbe  means.  But  Mary  Monson  was 
fett  to  be  an  exception  to  all  rules,  and  there  was  no  longer  any 
dbpoBition  to  cavil  at  any  of  her  proceedings.  Her  iimoceoce 
had  been  established  so  very  triumphantly,  tbat  every  person 
regarded  ber  vagaries  and  strange  conduct  with  indulgence. 

At  that  very  moment,  when  Mrs.  Gott  was  haranguing  hei 
neighbours  at  the  door  of  the  gaol,  Dunscomb  was  closeted  with 
Michael  Millington  at  the  Inn;  the  young  man  having  returned 
ai  hot  .speed  only  as  tbe  court  adjourned.  He  bad  been  success- 
fol,  notwithstanding  his  original  disappointment,  and  had  aseei- 
tained  all  about  the  hitherto  mysterious  prisoner  of  the  Biberrj 
gaol.     Mary  Monson  was,  as  Dunscomb  suspected,  Mildred  Mil 
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lington  by  birth — Mad.  da  Larocheforte  by  marriage — and  she 
was  the  grand-daugliter  of  the  very  woman  to  whom  he  had  been 
betrothed  in  youth.  Her  insanity  waa  not  distinctly  recognised, 
perhaps  could  not  have  been  legally  established,  though  it  waa 
ati-ongly  suspected  by  many  who  knew  her  intimately,  and  was  a 
source  of  great  uneasiness  with  all  who  felt  an  interest  in  her 
welfare.  Her  marriage  was  unhappy,  and  it  was  supposed  she 
,  had  taken  up  her  abode  in  the  cottage  of  the  Goodwins  to  avoid 
her  husband.  The  command  of  mouey  gave  her  a  power  to  do 
very  much  as  she  pleased,  and,  though  the  breath  of  calumny 
had  never  yet  blown  its  withering  blast  on  her  name,  she  erred 
in  many  things  that  are  duties  as  grave  as  that  of  being  chaste. 
The  laws  came  in  aid  of  her  whims  and  caprices.  There  is  no 
mode  by  which  an  errant  wife  can  be  made  to  perform  her  du- 
ties in  boldly  experimenting  New  York,  though  she  can  claim  a 
support  and  proteodon  from  her  husband.  The  '  oup  and  saucer' 
law  comes  in  aid  of  this  power,  and  the  men  who  cannot  keep 
their  wives  in  the  chains  of  Hymen  in  virtus  of  the  afiections, 
may  just  as  well  submit,  with  a  grace,  to  be  the  victims  of  an 
ill-jndging  and  moat  tieacheronB  regard  for  the  rights  of  what 
are  called  the  weakoc  sex. 
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"  Why  wih  thou  add  to  all  the  griefi  I  ■ 
hnt,gia»ij  illi,  and  &ncied  tortDre*  T" 


Tux  Bccne  muat  now  be  shined  to  RattletrBp.  Bibeiry  wu 
deserted.  Even  the  mmouTa  witb  wtiich  its  Btreeta  had  beea  so 
lately  filled,  were  already  forgotten.  None  have  memories  as 
trvH  as  the  gossip.  Not  oulj  does  this  class  of  persons — and  a 
nnmerous  class  it  is,  including  neaily  all  whose  minds  are  not 
fitted  to  iGcdve  more  elevated  materials — not  only,  we  say,  does 
liiiB  class  of  persons  overlook  the  contradictions  and  absurdities 
of  the  stories  they  repeat,  hut  they  forget  the  stories  themselves 
almost  as  soon  as  beard.  Such  was  now  the  case  at  Biberry 
Scarce  aii  individual  could  be  found  in  the  place  who  would  ao- 
knowledge  that  he  or  she  bad  ever  heard  that  Mary  Monson  was 
connected  with  robbers,  or  who  cotild  recollect  that  he  once  fiucied 
the  aecnsed  gnilty. 

vWe  may  as  well  say  here,  that  nothing  has  ever  been  done 
with  Sarah  Burton.  She  is  clearly  guilty;  but  the  law,  in  these 
times  of  progress,  disdains  to  pursue  the  guilty.  Their  crimes 
are  known ;  and  of  what  use  can  it  be  to  expose  those  whom 
every  one  can  see  are  offenders  I  No ;  it  is  the  innocent  who 
have  most  reason  to  dread  the  law.  They  can  be  put  to  trouble, 
east,  vexation  and  loss,  if  they  caQDOt  be  exactly  condemned. 
We  see  bow  thousands  regard  the  law  in  a  recent  n 
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the  leg^alature,  b;  which  suits  have  been  ordered  to  try  the  titles 
of  most  of  the  large  landed  proprietors,  with  the  very  honeat  and 
modest  propoBsl  annexed,  that  their  cases  shall  he  prejudged,  aad 
the  landlords  deprived  of  the  means  of  defending  themselves,  by 
sequeatering  their  rents  1  Everybody  says  this  is  the  freest  coun- 
try OD  earth;  the  only  country  that  is  truly  free;  but  we  must 
be  penuitted  to  say,  that  such  a  law,  like  twenty  more  that  have 
been  passed  in  the  same  interest  within  the  last  t«n  ycara,  savours 
a  good  deal  of  the  character  of  a  Ukase. 

Our  characters,  with  the  exception  of  HcBrain  and  his  bride, 
were  now  assembled  at  Rattletrap.  Buusoomb  had  ascertained  «U 
it  was  necessary  to  Icnow  concerning  Mildred,  and  had  taken  the 
steps  necessary  to  protect  her.  Of  her  qualified  iosaaity  he  did 
not  entertain  a  donbt;  though  it  vras  a  madness  so  concealed 
by  the  blandishments  of  education  and  the  graces  of  a  refined 
woman,  that  few  saw  it,  and  ffewer  still  wished  to  believe  it  iraa. 
On  most  subjects  this  unhappy  lady  was  clear-minded  and  intelli- 
gent enough,  more  especially  on  that  of  money;  for,  while  her 
expenditures  were  generous,  and  her  largesses  most  liberal,  she 
manifested  wonderful  sagacity  in  taking  care  of  her  property.  It 
was  this  circumstance  that  rendered  it  so  difficult  to  take  any 
steps  to  deprive  her  of  He  control;  though  Danscomb  had  seen 
enough,  in  the  course  of  the  recent  trial,  to  satisfy  him  that  such 
a  measure  ought  to  be  resorted  to  in  the  interest  of  her  own 
cnaraotCT. 

It  was  in  cunning,  and  in  all  the  low  propensities  connected 
with  that  miserable  quality,  that  Mildred  Millington,  as  she  now 
insisted  on  calling  herself,  most  betrayed  her  infirmity.  Many 
Instances  of  it  have  been  incidentally  related  in  the  course  of 
our  narrative,  however  unpleasant  such  an  exhibition  has  been. 
There  is  nothing  more  repugnant  to  the  principles  or  tastes  of 
the  right  thinking  and  right  feeling,  than  the  practices  whidi 
aiuning  engenders.  Timms,  however,  was  a  most  willing  agent 
21 


in  ftll  tlie  Bcbcmes  of  his  client;  though  some  of  her  projects  h&d 
pnnled  him  by  their  elaborate  duplicitj,  as  much  as  they  had 
Mtounded  him  by  their  boldness.  These  were  the  schemes  that 
had  tjieir  ori^  in  obliquity  of  miud.  Still,  they  were  not  witb- 
oat  merit  io  the  eyes  of  Tirnms,  who  was  cruming  without  being 

Before  quitting  Bibeny,  Timma  was  liberally  pud  and  dis- 
■Dissed.  DuDscomb  expluned  to  faim  the  situation  of  hig  hand- 
Bome  client,  without  adverting  to  the  state  of  her  mind ;  when 
the  attorney  at  once  caught  at  the  chanoea  of  a  divorce.  Among 
the  other  "ways  of  the  hour,"  that  of  dissolving  the  marriage 
tie  has  got  to  be  a  sort  of  ^shionable  mania.  Neither  tjme,  nor 
duties,  nor  children,  seem  to  interpose  any  material  obstacle; 
and,  if  our  own  laws  do  not  afford  the  required  facilities,  those 
of  some  of  our  more  liberal  neighbours  do.  Timms  keeps  this 
principle  in  his  mind,  and  is  at  this  moment  ruminating  on  the 
means  by  which  he  con  liberate  his  hite  client  &om  her  present 
chains,  and  bind  her  anew  in  some  of  his  own  forging.  It  is 
scarcely  necessaiy  to  add,  that  Mildred  troubles  herself  very  little 
in  the  premises,  so  far  aa  this  covert  lover  is  concerned. 

The  ridicule  of  Williams  was,  at  first,  the  sorest  portion  of 
Timms's  disappointment.  Bachelors  alike,  and  rivals  for  populai 
iavour,  these  two  worthies  had  long  been  looking  out  for  advan- 
tageous  marriageB.  Each  had  the  sagacity  to  see  that  his  chances 
of  mating  a  more  and  more  eligible  connexion  were  increasing 
slowly,  and  that  it  was  a  great  thing  for  a  riang  man  to  ascend 
without  drag^ng  after  him  a  wife  chosen  Irom  among  those  that 
prop  the  base  of  the  great  social  ladder.  It  was  nuts  to  one  of 
these  competitors  for  the  smiles  of  the  ladies  to  discover  that  bib 
rival  nas  in  love  with  a  married  woman;  and  this  so  much  the 
more,  because  the  prospects  of  Timms's  Buccr.s«,  arising  frcm  his 
leeming  intimacy  with  the  fair  occupant  of  the  gaol,  had  given  , 
Williams  a  very  serious  fricht.     Place  two  men  in  competiticio. 
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ao  mattor  in  what,  and  all  their  energies  become  concentrated  iL 
rivalry.  Again  and  agtun,  had  these  two  individuals  betrayed 
their  mutual  jealonsy;'  and  now  that  one  of  them  hod  placed 
himself  in  a  position  bo  ^Ise,  not  to  saj  ridiculous,  the  other  did 
not  &jl  to  enjoy  his  disappointment  to  the  top  of  his  bent  It 
was  in  this  manner  that  Saucy  Williams  took  his  revenge  for  Ute 
defeat  in  the  trial. 

Mrs.  Gott  was  also  at  Rattletrap.  Dunscomb  retained  inuoh 
of  his  original  tenderness  for  Mildred,  the  grandmother  of  hie 
guest  of  that  Dame,  and  he  granted  her  descendant  every  indul- 
gence she  could  ask.  Among  other  things,  one  of  the  requests 
of  the  liberated  prisoner  was  to  be  permitted  to  manifest  thia 
sense  of  her  gratitude  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  received 
&om  .the  wife  of  the  sheriff.  Gott,  accordingly,  was  left  to  take 
care  of  himself,  while  his  nice  little  companion  was  trimsported 
to  a  scene  that  she  found  altogether  novel,  or  a  temporaiy  resi- 
dence in  a  gentleman's  dwelling.  Sarah's  housekeeping,  Sarah's 
good  nature,  atlcntiona,  neatness,  attire  and  attractions,  would 
have  been  themes  to  monopolize  all  of  the  good  little  woman's 
admiration,  had  not  Anna  TJpdyke,  then  on  a  visit  at  Rattletrap, 
quite  fairly  come  in  for  her  full  share.  She  might  almost  be 
said  to  be  in  love  with  both. 

It  was  just  a^r  break&st  that  Mildred  locked  an  arm  in  that 
of  Anna,  and  led  her  young  friend  by  one  of  the  wooded  patLs 
that  runs  along  the  shores  of  the  Hudson,  terminating  in  a  sum- 
:ner-houae,  with  a  most  glorious  view.  In  this,  there  was  no- 
thing  remarkable  j  the  eye  rarely  resUng  on  any  of  the  '  bits' 
that  adorn  the  banks  of  that  noble  stream,  without  taking  in 
beauties  to  enchant  it.  But  to  all  these  our  two  lovely  young 
women  were  momentarily  as  insensible  aa  they  were  to  the  fact 
that  their  own  charming  forms,  floating  among  shrabbery  as  fra- 
grant as  themselves,  added  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  beauty  of 
the  scene.     In  manner,  Mildred  was  earnest,  if  not  ardent,  and 
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%  little  exdted;  on  Uie  otber  hand,  Anna  was  pkcid,  ihongs 
senutiTe ;  changing  colour  witlioat  ceasing,  as  her  thongLts  wei<c 
drawn  nearer  and  nearer  to  that  theme  tchich  now  included  the 
great  object  of  her  existence. 

"  Your  nncle  brongbt  me  letters  from  town  last  evening,  Anna 
Hear,"  oommenoed  tbe  liberated  hAj:  "one  of  tbem  is  from 
Hons.  de  Larocheforte.     Is  that  not  strange  V 

"What  ia  there  so  stiange  in  a  bnsband's  writing  to  his  wifof 
To  roe,  it  seems  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world." 

"  It  does  7 — I  am  Hnrprised  to  bear  jou  say  bo — you,  Anna, 
whom  I  regarded  as  so  truly  my  fiiend.  I  bare  discarded  Mons. 
de  LaroeheJbrte,  and  he  ought  to  respect  my  pleasure." 

"  It  would  have  been  better,  my  dear  mamma,  bad  you  dis- 
carded bim  before  marriage,  instead  of  afler." 

"  Ah —  your  dear  mamma,  indeed  I  I  was  your  Bcbool  mam- 
ma, Anna,  and  well  had  it  been  for  me  bad  I  been  left  to  finish 
my  edncatjon  in  my  own  country.  Then,  I  should  have  escaped 
this  most  unfortunate  marriage  1  Co  not  many,  Anna — take 
my  advice,  and  never  marry.    Matrimony  is  nnsuitcd  to  ladies." 

"How  long  have  you  been  of  this  opinion,  dear'mamma?" 
asked  the  young  girl,  snuling. 

"  Just  as  long  as  I  have  been  made  to  feel  bow  it  cnisbeB  a 
woman's  independence,  and  bow  completely  it  gives  her  a  master, 
and  bow  very,  very  humiliating  and  depressng  is  the  bondage  it 
inflicts.     Bo  yon  not  feel  tbe  force  of  my  reasons  ?" 

"  I  confess  I  do  not,"  answered  Anna,  in  a  subdued,  yet  clear 
and  distinct  voice.  "  I  see  nothing  humiliating  or  depressing  in 
a  woman's  submisHOn  to  ber  husband.  It  is  tbe  law  of  nature, 
Mnd  why  should  we  wish  to  alter  it  7  My  mother  baa  ever  in- 
culcated such  opinions,  and  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  say  [  tJiinh 
ihe  bible  does,  also." 

"  The  bible !  — Yes,  that  is  a  good  book,  though  I  am  afraid 
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very  Ihtle  hj  etrangers  resident  in  France.'  The  French  tromen, 
themselves,  are  not  one  half  as  negligent  of  their  duties,  in  this 
respect,  as  are  the  strangera  who  go  to  redde  among  thom. 
When  the  roots,  that  have  grown  to  any  size  in  their  native  soil, 
are  violently  transplanted  to  another,  it  b  not  often  that  the  tree 
obtains  ita  proper  dimensiona  and  grace.  I  wish  I  had  nev^ 
seen  Franoe,  Anna,  in  which  case  I  should  never  have  been 
Mad.  de  Larocheforte — vicomtetse,  by  the  old  law,  and  I  am 
afraid  it  was  that  idle  appellatioa  that  entrapped  me.  How  much 
more  truly  respectable  I  should  have  been  as  Mrs.  John  Smith, 
or  Mra.  John  Brown,  or  Mrs.  David  Smith,  the  wife  of  a  conn 
tinman,  if  I  must  be  a  wife,  at  all  I" 

"  Choose  at  least  some  name  of  higher  proteusion,"  said  Anno, 
laughing.  "  Why  not  a  Mn.  Van  Bensselaer,  or  a  Mrs.  Van 
Cortlandt,  or  a  Mra.  Livingston,  or  a  Mrs.  Somebody  else,  of  one 
of  our  good  old  families  ?" 

"  Families  ! — Do  you  knew,  child,  it  is  treason  to  talk  of  fami. 
lies  in  this  age  of  anti-rentism.  They  tell  me  that  the  man  whi 
makes  an  estate,  may  enjoy  it,  should  he  happen  to  know  how, 
and  this,  though  he  may  have  cheated  all  he  ever  dealt  with,  in 
order  to  become  rich;  but,  that  he  who  inherits  au  estate,  has  no 
olmm.  It  is  his  tenants  who  have  the  high  moral  claim  to  hia 
fftther'a  property." 

"  I  know  nothing  of  all  this,  and  would  rather  talk  of  things 
I  understand." 

«  By  which  you  mean  wedlock,  and  its  cares  I  No,  my  dear, 
jou  little  understand  what  matrimony  ia,  or  how  much  humiha- 
tion  ia  required  of  ua  women  to  become  wives,  or  you  would 
uevor  think  of  marrying." 

"  I  have  nevnr  told  you  that  I  do  think  of  marrying  —  lUat  is, 
not  much," 

"  There  spoke  your  honest  nature,  which  will  not  permit  eno 
an  unintended  di^eption.    This  it  was  that  so  much  attachf'd  mc 
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to  yon  aa  s  ciuld ;  for,  thongli  I  am  not  very  ingenaous  myself 
I  can  admire  the  quality  ia  aaother." 

"This  admisBioD  does  not  exactly  prove  tiie  truth  of  yom 
words,  miuDuuil"  s^d  Aooa,  smiling. 

"No  matter — let  ua  talk  of  matrimony.  Has  John  Wilmetor 
proposed  to  yon,  Annaf" 

This  was  a  home  qoestiou ;  no  wonder  the  yoang  My  started- 
Aftor  a  short,  muung  pause,  however,  the  native  candour  of 
Anna  Updyke  prevailed,  and  she  admitted  that  ho  had. 

~" Thank  you  for  this  confidence;  but  yoa  most  go  further. 
Remember,  I  am  your  mamma.     Is  the  gentleman  accepted  V 

A  rosy  blush,  succeeded  by  a  nod  of  the  head,  was  the  answer. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  consnlted,  before  all  this  happened; 
thongh  I  have  managed  my  own  matters  so  ill,  as  to  have  very 
few  cliums  to  your  confidence.  Tou  scarce  know  what  you  ub- 
dcrtake,  my  child." 

"  I  undertake  to  become  Jack  Wilmeter's  wife,"  answered  the 
betrothed,  in  a  very  low  but  a  very  firm  voice ;  "  and  I  hope  I 
shall  make  him  a  good  one.  Most  of  all,  do  I  piuy  to  be  obe- 
dient and  submissive." 

"  To  no  man  that  breathes,  Anna !  —  no,  to  no  man  breathing  I 
[t  is  their  business  to  submit  to  lu  ;  not  we  to  them !" 

"  This  is  not  my  reading  of  the  great  rule  of  womanV  conduct. 
[a  my  view  of  our  duljes,  it  is  the  part  of  woman  to  be  affcotdon- 
ate,  mild,  patient  and  sympathizing, — if  necessary,  forgiving.  I 
firmly  believe  that,  in  the  end,  such  a  woman  cannot  fail  to  be 
le  happy  as  is  permitted  to  ua  to  be,  here  on  earth." 

"  For^ving  I"  repeated  Mildred,  her  eyes  flashmg;  "yes,  tha 
is  a  word  often  used,  yet  how  few  truly  pmetdse  its  teachings 
Why  should  I  forgive  any  one  that  has  wronged  me?  Out 
nature  tells  us  to  resent,  to  punish,  if  necessary,  as  you  say — tc 
revenge." 

A  slight  shudder  passed  through  the  frame  of  Anna,  and  etm 
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utucnucaouil;  moved  farther  from  her  compaaion,  though  thek 
wma  Btill  continued  locked. 

"Ihere  must  be  a  great  difference  between  France  and  Ame- 
rica, if  revenge  is  ever  taught  to  a  woman,  as  a  part  of  her  dutj/' 
cetnmed  the  younger  female,  now  speaking  with  an  eamcstneaa 
ihe  had  not  before  betrayed ;  "  here,  we  are  told  that  Christianity 
forbids  tho  very  thought  of  it,  and  that  to  forgive  is  among  the 
very  first  of  our  duties.  My  great  instructor  in  such  things,  has 
told  me  that  one  of  the  surest  evidences  of  a  hopeful  state  of  the 
feelings,  is  the  banishment  of  every  thing  like  resentment,  and  a 
desire  t«  be  at  peace  with  all  around  us — to  have  a  percepti<» 
that  we  love  the  race  as  beings  of  our  own  wants  and  hopes." 

"  Is  this  the  sort  of  love,  then,  with  which  you  give  your  hand 
to  young  Wilmeter?" 

Scarlet  is  not  brighter  than  was  Uie  colour  that  now  glowed 
in  the  cheeks  of  Anna,  stole  into  her  temples,  and  even  dlffuaed 
iteelf  over  her  neck  and  chest.  To  herself  it  seemed  as  if  her 
very  hands  blushed.  Then  the  power  of  innocence  came  to  sus- 
(tun  her,  and  she  became  calm  and  steady. 

"  It  is  not  the  feeling  with  which  I  shall  marry  John,"  she 
said.  "Nature  has  given  us  another  sentimeat,  and  I  shall  not 
endeavour  to  be  superior  to  all  of  my  sex  and  class.  I  love 
John  Wilmot«r,  I  own ;  and  I  hope  to  make  him  happy." 

"To  be  a  dutiful,  obedient  wife,  for  ever  studying  his  taatos 
and  caprices!" 

"  I  trust  I  shall  not  be^or  ever  studying  the  indulgence  of  mj 
own.  I  see  nothing  degrading  to  a  woman,  in  her  filling  the 
phtcc  nature  and  Cbristaanity  have  assigned  to  her,  and  in  her 
doing  her  duty,  as  a  wife." 

"  These  are  not  mi/  feehngs,  receiving  your  torms  as  you  wish 
'.hem  to  be  nnderstjiod.  But  several  have  told  mo  I  ought 
never  to  have  married ;  I  myself  know  that  I  should  have  been 

an  American,  and  not  a  French  wife."  ,-.  > 
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"  I  have  ever  heard  that  greater  latitude  is  given  to  our  aez, 
in  France,  ihau  in  this  oountry." 

"  That  IB  tme  in  part  only.  NotluDg  can  exceed  thu  retemu 
of  a  French  girl,  or  anything  that  ia  decent  esceed  the  want  of 
it  that  ia  manifested  by  many  Americans.  On  the  other  hand, 
■  married  woman  here,  has  no  privileges  at  all,  not  even  id 
BOMety;  whUe  in  France,  nnder  an  air  of  great  seeming  pro- 
priety, she  does  very  mnch  as  she  sees  fit.  It  is  a  mistake,  how- 
ever, to  suppose  that  Mthful  wives,  and  devoted  mothers,  most 
especially  the  last,  are  not  to  be  found  all  over  Europe — ia 
France,  in  particular," 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  it,"  cried  Anna,  with  a  really  gratified 
air;  "it  gives  me  pleasure  when  I  hear  of  any  of  our  sex  behav- 
ing as  they  should  behave." 

"  Shonld  behave  I  I  fear,  Anna,  a  little  covert  repivach  ia 
intended,  in  that  remark.  Our  estimate  of  the  oooduct  of  oui 
fiienda  must  depend  on  our  notions  of  our  own  duties.  Kow, 
hearken  to  my  manner  of  reasoning  on  this  subject.  In  a  phy- 
Hoal  sense,  man  is  strong,  woman  ia  weak ;  while,  in  a  motal 
sense,  woman  is  strong  and  man  is  weak.  Ton  admit  my 
premises?" 

"The  first  part  of  them,  certMnly,"  said  Anna,  laughing, 
"  while  I  pretend  to  no  knowledge  of  the  lasi" 

"  You  snrcly  do  not  believe  that  John  Wilmeler  is  aa  pure, 
bgetiuoQS,  good,  as  you  are  yonrself  7" 

"  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be.  I  am  £tr  from  cer- 
tain Jack  is  not  even  better." 

"  It  is  useless  to  discusa  such  a  subject  with  you.  The  princi- 
ple of  pride  is  wanting,  without  which  you  can  never  enter  into 
my  feelings." 

"  I  am  glad  it  ig  so.  I  fancy  John  will  be  all  the  happier  ior 
i(.  Ah  !  my  dear  mamma,  I  never  knew  any  good  oomo  of  what 
yon  call  this  'principle  of  pride."     We  are  told  to  be  hnmbl* 
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and  not  to  be  proud.  It  may  bo  all  tite  better  for  ua  females 
chat  lulera  arc  (pven  to  as  hero,  in  the  persons  of  our  husbands." 

"  Anna  Updyke,  do  jou  many  John  Wilmeter  with  the  feel- 
bg  that  he  ia  fo  rule  ?  Tou  overlook  the  eigna  of  the  times, 
the  ways  of  the  hour,  child,  if  you  do  aught  so  weak  I  Look 
around  yon,  and  see  how  everybody,  almost  everything,  is  be- 
coming independent,  our  Bex.  included.  Formerly,  as  I  have 
heard  elderly  persons  say,  if  a  woman  suffered  in  her  domeatio 
relations,  she  was  compelled  to  suffer  all  The  qnarrel  lasted  for 
a  life.  Now,  no  one  thinks  of  being  so  unreasonably  wretched. 
No,  the  wronged  wife,  or  even  the  offended  wife  —  Mondeur  do 
Larocheforte  snn£&  abominably — abominably — yes,  abominably 
—  but  no  wife  is  obHged,  in  these  times  of  independence  and 
reason,  to  endure  a  snuffy  husband " 

'-  No,"  broke  in  Dunscomb,  appearing  from  an  adjoining  path, 
"she  has  only  to  pack  up  her  spoons  and  be  off.  The  Code  can 
never  catch  her.  If  it  could  on  one  page,  my  life  for  it  there  is 
a  bole  for  her  to  get  out  of  its  grasp  on  the  next  Your  servant, 
ladies ;  I  have  been  obliged  to  overhear  more  of  your  conversa- 
tion than  was  intended  for  my  ears,  perhaps ;  these  paths  running 
so  close  to  each  other,  and  you  being  so  animated — and  now,  I 
mean  to  take  an  old  man's  privilege,  and  speak  my  mind.  In 
the  first  place,  I  shall  deal  with  the  agreeable.  Anna,  my  love, 
Jack  is  a  lucky  fellow — &r  Inokier  than  he  deserves  to  be.  You 
carry  the  right  sentiment  into  wedlock.  It  is  the  right  of  the 
husband  to  be  the  head  of  his  fejnily;  and  the  wife  who  resists 
his  authority  is  neither  prudent  nor  a  Christian.  He  may  abuse 
it,  it  is  true;  but,  cvcb  then,  so  long  as  criminality  is  escaped,  it 
were  better  to  submit.  I  approve  of  every  word  you  have  uttered, 
dear,  and  thank  you  for  it  all  in  my  nephew's  name.  And  now, 
Mildred,  as  one  who  has  a  right  to  advise  you,  by  his  avowed 
'j>ve  for  your  grandmother,  and  recent  close  connection  with  your- 
Jelf,  let  me  tell  you  what  I  think  of  those  principles  that  jm 
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ava*;  Mid  uIdo  }f  tbe  state  of  things  that  is  so  fast  growiog  up 
in  tliiti  coualT}'.  In  the  first  place,  he  is  no  true  friend  of  ^our 
sex  irho  teachcd  it  tLis  doctiiue  of  isdepeodenoe.  I  should  think 
— it  is  true,  I  am  only  &  bachelor,  and  have  no  experience  to 
bock  me  —  but,  I  should  think  that  a  woman  who  truly  loves 
her  husband,  would  find  a  delight  in  her  dependence " 

"Oh!  certainly  1" ezclmmed  Anna — biting  her  tongue  at  tbe 
next  instant,  and  blushing  scarlet  at  her  own  temerity. 

"I  understand  you,  child,  and  approve  again — but  there 
comes  Jack,  and  I  shall  have  to  turn  you  over  to  him,  that  yon 
may  receive  a  good  scolding  &om  head-quarters,  for  this  abject 
servitude  feeling,  that  yon  have  betrayed.  Go — go — his  aim 
is  held  out  already —  and  haritee,  young  folk,  remember  that  a 
new  mazim  in  morals  has  come  in  with  the  Code — 'Principles 
depend  on  Circumstances.'  Th^t  b  the  role  of  conduct  uow-a- 
days — that,  and  auti-rentism,  and  'republican  eimplidty,'  and 
the  'cup -and -saucer  law,"  and—  and  —  yes — and  the  ever- 
blessed  Codel" 

Dunscomb  was  obliged  to  stop  tUr  breath,  which  gave  tbe 
young  couple  an  opportunity  to  walk  away.  As  for  Mildred,  sha 
itood  collected,  extremely  lady-like  in  mien,  but  with  a  slight 
dei^e  of  hauteur  expressed  in  her  countenance. 

"  And  now,  sir,  that  we  are  alone,"  she  said,  "  permit  me  to 
inquire  what  my  part  of  the  lecture  is  to  be.  I  trust  you  will 
remember,  however,  thatj  while  I  am  Mildred  Millington  by 
Dirth,  tbe  law  which  you  so  much  reverence  and  admire,  makes 
me  Madame  de  Larocheforte." 

"  You  mean  to  say  that  I  have  the  honour  of  oonver^ng  with 
ft  married  woman  ?" 

"  Exactly  so,  Mr.  Dunscomb." 

"  I  comprehend  you,  ma'am,  and  shall  respect  your  potddon. 
Ton  are  not  about  to  become  my  niece,  and  I  can  claim  no  right 
10  exceed  the  bounds  of  Eriendship " 
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"Nay,  mj  dear  rir,  I  do  not  wish  to  eay  thiB.  ^ou  liavo 
Bvery  right  to  advise.  To  me,  you  have  been  a  atcadj  &nd  wei! 
judging  &iond,  and  this,  in  the  most  trying  circumatances.  I  am 
read;  to  hear  you,  sir,  in  deference,  if  not  in  your  beloved  bu 
mility."     • 

"  That  which  I  .have  to  aay  refers  solely  to  your  own  liappi' 
nBSB,  Mildred  Your  return  to  America  has,  I  fear,  been  most 
inopportune.  Among  other  innovations  tLat  are  making  on 
erery  nde  of  us,  even  to  the  verge  of  the  dissolution  of  civilised 
^  society,  comes  the  liberty  of  woman.  Need  I  tell  jou,  what  will  . 
be  the  next  step  in  this  downward  career?" 

"  Tou  needs  mast,  Mr.  Dunscomh — I  do  not  comprehend  yon. 
—What  will  that  step  be  ?" 

"Her  licentjousnesa.  No  woman  can  throw  off  the  most 
sacred  of  all  her  earthly  daties,  in  this  reckless  mannor,  and 
hope  to  escape  from  tbe  doom  of  her  sex.  After  making  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  the  increase  of  population,  the  increase  in  sepO' 
rated  married  people  is  getting  to  be  out  of  all  proportion. 
Scarce  a  montb  passes  that  one  does  not  hear  of  some  wife  who 
has  left  her  husband,  secreted  herself  with  a  child  perhaps,  as 
you  did,  in  some  farm-boose,  passing  by  a  different  name,  and 
struggling  for  her  rights,  as  she  imaj^es.  Trust  me,  Mildred, 
all  this  is  as  much  opposed  to  nature  as  it  is  to  prescribed  duties. 
That  young  woman  spoke  merely  what  an  inward  impulse,  that 
is  incorporated  with  her  very  being,  prompted  her  to  utter.  A 
most  excellent  mother — oh !  what  a  blessing  is  that  to  one  of 
your  sex — how  necessary,  how  heavenly,  how  holy ! — an  excel- 
lent mother  has  left  her  in  ignorance  of  no  one  duty,  and  be 
oharacter  has  been  formed  in  what  I  shall  term  harmony  with 
her  sex.  I  must  be  plain,  Mildred — you  have  not  enjoyed  this 
tdTantage.  Deprived  of  your  parent  young,  known  to  be  rich, 
and  transplanted  to  another  soil,  your  education  baa  necessarily 
been  sntrusterl*  to  hirelings,  flatterers,  or  persons  indifiei^nt  tc 
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your  real  well-being;  thoae  who  haye  consulted  most  the  repnta- 
tioD  of  their  instruction,  and  have  paid  the  moat  attention  to 
those  arts  which  soonest  strike  the  eye,  and  most  readily  attract 
odmiration.     In  diia,  thdr  suoeess  has  been  complete." 

"  While  yon  think  it  has  not  been  so  much  so,  mr,  in  more 
material  things?"  eud  the  laJy,  haughtily. 

"  Let  me  be  sincere.  It  is  due  to  my  relation  to  you — to  youi 
grandmother — to  the  past — to  the  present  time.  I  know  the 
blood  that  runs  in  your  veins,  Mildred.  Yon  are  self-willed  by 
descent,  rich  by  inheritance,  independent  by  the  folly  of  oui 
lo^slators.  Accident  has  brought  you  hBme,  at  the  very  moment 
when  our  ill-considered  laws  are  nnhinging  society  in  many  of  its 
most  sacred  mterests;  and,  consulting  only  an  innate  propensity, 
you  have  ventured  to  sepanit«  from  your  husband,  to  conceal 
yourself  in  a  cottage,  a  measure,  I  dare  say,  that  comported  well 
with  your  love  of  the  romantic " 

''  Not  so — I  was  oppressed,  annoyed,  unhappy  at  home,  and 
Eonght  reftige  in  that  cottage.  Mens,  de  Larocheforte  has  such 
a  passion  for  snofT! — He  nsea  it  night  and  day." 

"  Then  followed  the  serious  consequences  which  involved  yon 
m  BO  many  fearful  dangers " 

"  True,"  interrupted  the  lady,  laying  her  smalt,  gloved  hand 
hastily  on  his  arm — "very  true,  dear  Mr.  Dunsoomb;  hut  how 
cleverly  I  contrived  to  escape  them  aU ! — how  well  I  managed 
your  Mr.  Timms,  good  Mrs.  Qott,  the  puffy,  pompous  sheriff, 
that  nUy  Williams  too,  whose  palm  felt  the  influence  of  my  gold 
— oh  1  the  excitement  of  the  last  two  months  has  been  a  gift  of 
paradise  to  me,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  my  marriage,  have  I 
known  what  true  happiness  was  I" 

Dimscomb  turned,  astonished,  to  his  companion,  and  stared 
her  in  the  face.  Never  was  the  conntenance  more  lovely  to  the 
cniBory  glance,  the  eye  brighter,  the  cheek  with  a  richer  ^ow 
on  il^  or  the  whole  air,  mien  and  attitude  more  replete  witt 


^omanJ;  lovelmess,  and  womanly  graces ;  but  the  observaut  ojc 
of  the  lawyer  penetrated  beyond  all  these,  and  detected  the  nn 
happy  Bpirit  which  had  gained  posseGsion  of  a  tenement  ec  . 
lovely.  The  expres«on  of  the  countenance  denoted  the  verj 
triumph  of  onnning.  We  pretend  not  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
arcana  of  nature,  to  be  able  to  detect  the  m^inor  in  which  the 
moving  prindples  prompt  to  good  or  evil,  but  we  must  reject  all 
saored  history,  and  no  small  portion  of  profane,  not  to  belieTO 
(bat  Bgendes  exist  that  are  not  visible  to  our  ordinary  senses ; 
and  that  our  boasted  reason,  when  abandoned  to  its  own  support, 
becomes  the  victim  of  those  that  are  malign.  "We  cate  not  by 
what  nemea  these  agents  are  called,  imps,  demons,  evil  spirit 
or  evil  passions;  but  this  we  do  know,  let  him  beware  who  sub- 
mits to  their  control.  Better,  fsa  better,  were  it  that  such  aa 
one  had  never  been  bom ! 

Three  days  later  Mildred  Millington  was  in  a  state  that  left 
no  doubt  of  her  infirmity.  The  lucid  intervals  were  long,  how- 
\:ver,  and  at  such  times  her  mind  seemed  clear  enough  on  all 
subjects  but  one.  Divorce  was  her  "ruling  passion,"  and,  in 
Older  to  effect  her  purpose,  all  the  extraordinary  ingenuity  of  a 
moat  fertile  mind  was  put  in  requisition.  Although  means  were 
promptly,  but  cautiously,  taken  to  see  that  she  did  not  squander 
her  large  pecuniary  resources,  Dungcomb  early  saw  that  they 
were  uncalled  for.  Few  persons  were  better  qualified  te  look 
after  their  money  than  was  this  unfortunate  lady,  in  the  midst 
of  the  dire  visitation  that  iutelleetually  reduced  her  below  the 
level  of  moat  around  her.  On  this  head  her  sagacity  was  of 
proof;  though  her  hand  was  not  closed  in  the  gripe  of  a  miser, 
Aoijustomed,  irom  childhood,  to  a  liberal  expenditure,  she  was 
willing  still  to  use  the  means  that  an  inscrutable  Providence  bad 
K>  liberally  placed  in  her  way,  her  largesses  and  her  chanties 
continuing  the  same  as  ever.  Down  to  the  present  moment  the 
Eaod-holder,  the  owner  of  town  property,  the  mortgagee,  and  the 


trader  id  allowed  to  enjoy  liia  own,  without  any  direct  interference 
of  the  demagogue  with  hia  rights ;  but  how  much  longer  tiuE 
exception  is  to  last,  is  known  only  to  tbe  Being  who  directs  the 
destinies  of  nations;  or,  at  least,  not  to  any  who  are  now  on 
earth,  surrounded  equally  by  the  infirmities  and  ignoninco  of  the 
[resent  state. 

But  Mildred  was,  and  is  yet,  permitted  to  exercise  her  rights 
over  her  own  property,  thongh  care  is  had  to  see  that  no  undue 
bdvantage  is  taken  of  her  sex,  years,  and  ignorance.  Beyond 
this  her  control  was  not  disputed,  and  she  was  suffered  to  mauage 
her  own  afiairs.  She  set  about  the  matter  of  a  divorce  with  the 
wholo  energy  of  her  nature,  and  the  cunning  of  her  malady. 
Timms  was  again  summoned  to  her  service,  unknown  to  Dun&> 
eomb,  who  would  never  have  winked  at  the  measures  thiU  were 
taken,  though  so  much  in  accordance  with  "  the  ways  of  the 
hour." 

Provided  with  proper  credentials,  this  managing  agent  sought 
an  interview  with  Mona.  de  Larocheforte,  a  worn-out  debauchee 
of  some  rank,  who,  sooth  to  say,  had  feulta  even  graver  than  that 
of  taking  snuff.  Notwithstanding  the  great  personal  attractions 
of  Mildred,  the  motive  for  marrying  her  had  been  money :  as  is 
nsually  the  case  in  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  connections  of 
the  old  world,  among  persons  of  condition.  Love  is  to  succeed, 
iwd  not  to  precede,  matrimony.  Mildred  had  been  taught  that 
lesson,  and  grievously  had  she  heen  disappointed.  The  snnfE 
got  into  her  eyes.  Mons.  de  lArocheforte  —  Mons.  le  Ticomte 
as  he  had  been,  and  was  still  determined  to  be,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility will  be,  in  spite  of  all  the  French  "  republican  rimplicity " 
that  was  ever  summoned  to  a  nation's  rescue — Mons.  le  Yicomtc 
was  directly  approached  by  Timms,  and  a  proposal  made  that  he 
should  put  himself  in  a  condition  to  be  divorced,  for  a  stipulated 
price.  Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Attomcy- 
Getwi'al  cf  this  great  slate,  ii  the  European  aristocracy,  and 


irlio  is  so  uverj  wa;  qualified  to  ffte  Buuli  an  opiniouj  ex  officia 
le  it  might  be,  Mona.  do  Larochofortc  declined  lendiog  himself 
to  so  vile  a  proposition.  Frenchman  and  noble  as  he  was.  Noi 
did  the  husband  believe  that  the  discreditable  proposal  came  from 
his  wife.  He  compelled  Timma  to  admit  as  much,  under  a 
menace  of  losing  his  case.  That  worthy  was  puzzled  at  this  ro- 
Butt,  for  he  had  made  the  proposal  on  hia  "own  hook,"  as  he 
afterwards  explained  the  matter  to  Wilhams,  in  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  "  repubhoan  simplicilj,"  and  was  astonished  at  meeting 
with  the  Belf-respcct  of  a  gentleman,  if  with  no  very  elevated 
principles  in  a  nobleman  I  It  was  accordingly  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  some  other  mode  of  proceeding. 

Luckily  for  the  views  of  Timma  and  his  fair  client,  one  can 
scarcely  go  amisa  in  thia  country,  when  a  divorce  is  desired. 
Although  a  few  of  the  older  states  remmn  reasonably  infiexibia 
on  thia  subject,  in  aome  respects  imrtauniably  so,  indeed,  they 
are  generally  surrounded  by  commnnilJeB  that  are  more  indulgent. 
By  means  of  aome  Koeua  pocus  of  the  law,  that  we  pretend  not 
to  explain,  the  names  of  Gabriel  Jules  Yinoent  Jean  Baptist«  de 
Larocheforte  ads.  Mildred  de  Larochefort«,  were  just  be^ning 
to  steal  on  the  dawn  of  the  newspapers,  in  a  case  that,  ere  long, 
might  blaze  in  the  meridian  of  gos^p. 

Dunscomb  frowned,  and  reproached,  but  it  was  too  late  to  recede. 
Ho  has  told  Mildred,  and  he  has  told  Timma,  that  nuptial  knots 
tied  in  one  community,  cannot  be  so  readily  unloosed  in  another, 
OS  many  imagine;  and  that  there  must,  at  least,  be  good  faith  — 
the  animus  reverlendi  —  in  the  change  of  residence  that  usually 
precedes  the  application.  But  money  is  very  powerful,  and 
Hmooths  a  thonaand  dilBcultJea.  No  one  could  predict  the  lermi- 
nation ;  and,  as  the  vicomte,  though  only  to  be  approached  in  a 
more  delicate  way  than  that  adopted  by  Timms,  was  as  tired  of  the 
connection  as  his  wife,  and  was  very  anxious  to  obtain  a  larger  * 
share  of  the  fortune  than  the  "cup  and  saucer"  law  will  give 
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biiD,itHasbynomeBDBiiuprobabIe  thattlieeniiof  the  a^r  would 
be  a  quasi  divorce,  that  would  at  least  enable  each  party  to  lake  bis 
or  her  own  coarse,  without  feai  of  molestation  from  the  otber. 

In  the  mean  time,  Millington  was  married  very  shortly  after 
the  trial.  The  engagement  had  not  been  long,  but  the  parties 
had  known  each  other  intimately  for  years.  The  bridegroom,  in 
one  sense,  was  the  head  of  his  family,  though  by  no  means  pos- 
sessed of  its  largest  fortune.  In  this  character,  it  devolved  on 
htm  to  care  for  the  interests  of  his  fair  relative.  Althongh  as 
much  opposed  as  DuuBcomb  to  the  course  she  was  taking,  he  did 
not  shrink  irom  his  duties  as  a  relative;  and  it  is  understood 
that  his  house  js  Mildred's  home  when  in  town.  Rattletrap 
opened  its  hospitable  doors  to  the  unfortunate  woman,  whenever 
she  chose  fo  Tiat  the  place ;  and  Timbully  has  also  claims  on 
her  lime  and  presence. 

Ducscomh  announced  hid  intention  to  retire  fi-om  practice  at 
the  end  of  a  twelvemonth,  the  morning  that  Michael  and  Sarah 
were  married.  In  the  intervening  time,  John  Wilmeter  and  his 
new  nephew  were  received  as  partners,  and  the  worthy  bachelor 
is  now  sedulously  but  sOently  transferring  as  respectable  and 
profitable  a  list  of  clients,  as  any  man  in  the  courts  can  claim. 
His  own  advice  is  promised,  at  all  times,  to  his  old  friends;  and, 
as  not  a  soul  has  objected,  and  the  young  men  bid  f^r,  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  useful  and  profitable  labour  will  keep 
both  out  of  miscbieC 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


Thb  day  set  apart  for  the  ntiptiala  of  John  Wilmeter  tad 
Anna  Updjlte  finatly  arrived-  The  ceremony  was  to  take  pLwa 
in  a  little  cliarcb  that  had  Btood,  time  out  'of  mind,  in  the 
immediate  ueighboarhood  of  Timbully.  This  church  was  colo- 
oial  in  ita  origin,  and,  nhile  so  much  around  it  has  undergone 
vital  changes,  there  stands  that  little  temple,  reared  in  honour 
of  Ood,  in  its  simplicity,  unpretending  yet  solid  and  durable 
■ichiteoture,  reaemhliog,  in  all  these  particulars,  the  faith  it  was 
erected  ta  suslaiu.  Among  the  other  ways  of  the  hour  that  are 
worthy  of  our  notice,  the  church  itself  has  sustained  many  rude 
shocks  of  late  —  shocks  Irom  within  as  well  as  from  without. 
The  Father  of  Lies  has  been  roving  through  ita  flocks  with 
renewed  malice,  dama^ng  the  shepherds,  perhaps,  quite  as  much 
as  the  sheep,  and  doing  things  hitherto  unheard  of  in  the  brief 
annals  of  American  Bcde^astioal  History.  Although  we  deeply 
regret  this  state  of  thiuga,  we  feel  no  alarm.  The  band  which 
Srst  reared  this  moral  fabrio  will  be  certain  to  protect  it  as  far  aa 
that  protection  shall  be  for  its  good.  It  has  already  eSeoCcd  a 
great  reform.  The  trumpet  is  no  longer  blown  in  Zion  in  our 
own  honour;  to  boast  of  the  effects  of  a  particular  discipline;  to 
announce  the  consequences  of  order,  and  of  the  orders ;  or,  in 
short,  to  proclaim  a  superiority  that  belongs  only  to  the  Head 
of  all  the  churches,  let  them  be  farther  from,  or  nearer  to,  what 


nre  considered  distiQctive  principles.  What  the  church  in  no« 
enduring  the  oonntrj  itself  most  sadlj  wanUij — a  lesson  iii 
humility;  &  distrost  of  self,  a  greater  dependence  on  that  wisdom 
which  com«,  not  from  the  voices  of  the  people,  not  from  tho 
ballot-boxes,  not  from  &e  halls  of  senates,  from  heroes,  gjd- 
likes,  r^  stereotyped  opiotons,  bnt  from  above,  the  throne  of  the 
Most  High. 

In  one  of  those  little  temples  reared  by  oar  bthera  in  tiic 
jays  of  the  monarchy,  when,  in  truth,  greater  republican  siiO' 
plidty  rcaUy  reigned  among  ns,  in  a  tbonamd  things,  than  rcigni 
to^y,  the  bridal  paitj  from  Timbnlly  was  assembled  at  an  early 
hour  of  the  morning.  The  company  was  not  large,  though  it 
necessarily  included  most  of  the  nearest  relatives  of  the  bride  and 
groom.  Dnnsoomb  was  tbere,  as  were  MiUington  and  bis  wife; 
Dr.  and  Mra.  McErwn,  of  conrse,  and  two  or  three  other  rela- 
tions on  the  ude  of  the  bride's  father,  beddes  Mildred.  It  was 
to  be  a  private  wedding,  a  thing  that  is  fast  getting  to  be  for- 
gotten. Estrovagance  and  parade  have  taken  such  deep  root 
a.uong  us  that  young  people  scarce  oouoder  tiiemselves  legally 
united  unless  there  are  six  bride's  muds,  one,  in  particular,  to 
"pull  off  the  glove  i"  as  many  attendants  of  the  other  sex,  and 
Bome  Jiioe  or  fonr  hundred  friends  in  the  evening,  to  bow  and 
'.•urtay  befoi-e  the  young  couple,  utter  a  few  words  of  nonsense, 
and  go  tbeii  fray  to  bow  and  curtsy  somewhere  else. 

There  wau  nothing  of  this  at  Timbully,  on  that  wedding-day. 
DunBComb-  and  his  nephew  drove  over  from  Rattletiap,  early  in 
the  morning,  even  while  the  dew  was  glittering  on  the  meadows, 
n.id  Millingtou  and  his  wife  met  them  at  a  oros^-roaj,  less  than 
B  mile  from  McBrain's  country-house.  The  place  of  rendezvous 
(COS  at  the  church  iteelf,  and  thither  the  several  vehicles  directed 
their  way.  Dunseomb  was  just  in  time  to  hand  Mildred  from 
hor  very  complete  travelling-carriage,  of  which  the  horses  were 
in  a  foam,  having  been  driven  hard  all  the  way  from  tmrn. 
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Last  of  fcll,  appeared  Stephen  Hoof,  driving  the  very  tospeclable- 
lookiDg  Rockaway  of  Mrs.  McBraiit— we  were  on  the  point  of 
irriting  hb  "  master,"  but  there  are  no  longer  anj  '  masters '  in 
New  York.  Stephen,  himself,  who  had  not  a  spark  of  pride, 
except  in  his  horses,  and  who  was  reallj  mach  attaehed  to  the 
person  he  served,  always  spoke  of  the  doctor  as  his  "boss." 
Jack  Wilmeter,  somewhat  of  a  wag,  had  perplexed  the  honest 
ooaehman,  on  a  certain  occasion,  by  telling  him  that  "boss"  was 
the  Latin  for  "ox,"  and  that  it  was  beneath  hia  dignity  to  bo 
using  Pill  and  Pole-us  {Bolus)  to  drag  about  "oxen."  But 
Stephen  reeovered  from  this  shock  in  due  time,  and  has  gone  on 
ever  ^nce,  calling  his  master  "  boss."  We  suppose  this  touch 
of  "republican  simplidly"  will  maintain  ita  ground  along 
with  the  other  sacred  principles  that  certain  persons  hold  on  to 
so  tightly  that  they  snGfer  others,  of  real  importance,  to  slip 
through  their  fingers, 

Stephen  was  proud  of  his  offico  that  day.  He  liked  his  new 
mistress — there  are  no  boascsses — and  he  particularly  liked  Misa 
Anna.  His  horses  were  used  a  good  deal  more  than  formerly, 
it  is  tme ;  but  this  he  latber  liked  too,  having  lived  under  the 
regimes  of  the  two  first  Mrs.  McBrain.  He  was  doubly  satisfied 
because  his  t«Bm  came  In  fresh,  without  having  a  hur  turned, 
while  that  of  Madam,  as  all  the  domestics  now  called  Mildred, 
were  white  with  foam.  Stephen  took  no  account  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  distance,  as  he  conceived  that  a  careful  coachmau 
would  have  had  his  "  boss"  op  early  enough  to  get  over  thg 
ground  in  due  season,  without  all  this  haste.  Little  did  he  un- 
derstand the  boBsess  that  his  brother-whip  had  to  hnmoar.  She 
naid  high,  and  had  things  her  own  way. 

Anna  thought  Stephen  had  never  driven  bo  ^t  as  he  die 
ihat  morning.  The  doctor  handed  her  from  the  carriage,  lead 
iDg  her  and  hia  wife  directly  up  to  the  altar.  Here  the  party 
nras  met  by  John  and  hia  uncle,  the  latter  of  whom  facetiously 
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Btjicd  himself  tbe  "  groomsinau."  It  is  a  ceremonj  much  utm 
earaly  done  than  undone — great  as  the  facilities  for  the  last  are 
getdng  to  be.  In  about  five  minutes,  John  Wilmeter  and  Anna 
Updjke  were  pronounced  to  be  "  ona  flesh."  In  five  minntes 
more,  Jack  had  his  eweet,  smiling,  hajipy,  tearful  bride,  in  h» 
own  light  vehicle,  and  was  trotting  away  towards  a  pretty  little 
yilace  in  Westchester,  that  he  owns,  and  which  was  all  ready  to 
receive  the  young  couple.  The  ponies  seemed  to  understand 
Uieir  duty,  and  soon  carried  tiie  bride  and  bridegroom  out  of 
nght. 

"  Them 's  awful  trotters,  them  nags  of  Hr.  Jack  Wilmington's," 
said  Stephen,  as  the  double  phaeton  whirled  away  from  the  churdi 
door,  "and  if  Miss  Anny  doesn't  disapprove  on  'em,  afore  long, 
I'm  no  judge  of  a  team.  I'm  glad,  however,  the  young  gen- 
tleman has  married  into  our  family,  for  he  does  like  a  boss,  and 
the  gentlemait  that  likes  a  boss  commonly  likes  his  vifb." 

His  remark  was  overheard  by  Dunacomb,  though  intended 
only  for  the  ears  of  the  counsellor's  coachman.  It  drew  an  an- 
swer, as  might  have  been  foreseen. 

"I  am  glad  you  approve  of  the  connexion,  Stephen,"  said  tho 
counsellor  in  his  good-natured  way.  "  It  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  know  that  my  nephew  goes  among  friends." 

"  Fri'nds,  Sir  I  Admirers  is  a  better  tarm.  I'm  a  downright 
admirer  of  Mr.  Jack,  he  'a  sich  tastes;  always  with  his  dog,  oi 
his  gun,  or  his  boss,  in  the  country;  and  I  dares  to  say,  with 
his  books  in  town." 

"Not  just  all  that,  Stephen;  I  wish  it  were  ho^  but  truth 
■ompeU  mo  to  owu  that  the  young  rogue  thinks  quite  as  mnob 
of  balls,  and  Ruppera,  and  tailors,  and  the  opera,  as  he  does  of 
Coke  upon  Ljttleton,  or  Blackstone  and  Kent," 

"Veil,  that's  wrong,"  answered  Stephen,  "and  I'll  uphold 
DO  man  in  vot's  wrong,  so  long  as  I  can  do  better.  I  know'd 
both  them  racers,  having  heard  tell  on  'em  at  the  time  they  vog 
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run,  and  I've  heard  good  judges  Bay,  that  timed  the  bosses,  that 
Kent  come  in  ueck  and  neck,  if  justice  had  been  done.  Mr, 
Jack  will  rectify,  aud  eome  to  see  the  txuth  afore  long — matter^ 
mony  will  do  that  much  for  him.  It's  a  great  help  to  tbo  seek- 
118  arter  truth,  is  mattermonj,  sir  I" 

"  That  is  the  reason  yon  have  bo  much  of  it  at  TimbuUy,  I 
diippoBC,'*'  returoed  Dunscomb,  nodding  familiarly  towards  hia 
fricud  the  Doctor,  who  had  heard  all  that  was  said.  "  If  matri< 
mony  rectifies  in  thia  way,  yoa  must  be  three  times  right  at 
home,  Stephen." 

"  Yes,  sir,"  answered  the  coachman,  nodding  his  head  in 
reply ;  "  and  when  a  body  does  better  and  better,  as  often  as  he 
tries,  there's  no  great  harm  in  trying.  Mr.  Jack  vill  come 
round,  in  time." 

"  I  dare  say  be  will,  Stephen,  when  he  has  sown  all  his  wild 
oats;  though  the  dog  pretends  to  like  the  Code,  and  what  is 
more,  has  the  impudence  to  say  he  understands  it." 

"  Yea,  w,  all  wrong,  I  dares  to  say.  But  Miss  Anna  will  set 
him  right,  as  a  righter  young  lady  never  sat  on  the  back  seat  of 
a  coach.  I  wish,  now  we're  on  the  subject,  'Squire  Bunscomb, 
to  bear  your  ra'al  opinion  about  them  vild  oats ;  vetber  they  be 
a  true  thing,  or  merely  a  fancy  consarning  some  vegetable  that  ' 
looks  l>k6  the  tme  feed.  I  've  often  heard  of  sich  things,  but 
never  need  any." 

"  Nor  will  yoQ,  Stephen,  until  the  doctor  turns  abort  round, 
and  renews  his  youth.  Then,  indeed,  yoa  may  see  some  of  the 
gnua  growing  beneath  yo\ir  feet.     It  is  doctor's  food. 

"  Meshy,  and  good  for  tiw  grinders  of  old  hoaaes,  1  dares  (■: 
■ay." 

"  Something  of  the  sort.  It 's  the  harvest  that  age  reaps  fi'om 
the  broad-cast  of  yonth.  But  we  are  keeping  Mrs.  McBrun 
waiting.  Stephen  will  take  one  less  back  with  him,  than  he 
Iffought,  my  dear  lady." 
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"I  trust  not  Mr.  McBrain  has  given  me  reason  to  hope  lc« 
the  pleasure  of  your  compaa;.  Your  nephew  haa  carriud  08" 
my  daughter;  the  least  you  can  do  ia  to  come  and  cousolc 

"  What  is  tLen  to  become  oi  that  dear,  but  unfortunate  young 
Liiy  ?"  glancing  towards  Mildred. 

"  She  goes  with  her  leladres,  the  Millingtons.  Next  week, 
we  are  all  to  meet  at  Rattletrap,  you  know." 

The  next  week  the  meeting  look  place,  as  appointed. 

"  Here  I  am,"  ciied  Dunscomb,  "  truly  and  finally  a  bachelor, 
a^in.  Now  for  the  reign  of  misrule,  negligence,  and  bad  bonse- 
keeping.  Sarah  has  left  me ;  and  John  has  left  me ;  and  Bat- 
tletrap  will  soon  become  the  cboaen  seat  of  diacom&rt  and 
cynicism." 

"  Never  the  last,  I  should  tiiink,"  answered  Madame  de  L&- 
rocheforte,  gaily,  "  as  long  as  you  are  its  master.  But  why 
should  you  dwell  alone  here,  in  your  declining  years  — why  may 
I  not  come  and  be  your  housekeeper." 

"  The  offer  is  tempdng,  coming,  as  it  does,  &om  one  who  can- 
not keep  house  for  herself.  But  you  think  of  returning  to 
Europe,  I  believe?" 

"  Never — or  not  so  long  as  my  own  countiy  it 


"  Why,  yea — you  are  right  enough  in  Hiat,  Mildred.  This  is 
woman's  paradise,  in  a  cert^n  sense,  truly;  though  much  less 
attention  is  paid  to  tbeir  weakness  and  wants,  by  the  affluent, 
than  in  other  lands.  In  every  Christian  country  but  this,  I  be- 
lieve, a  wife  may  be  compelled  to  do  her  duty.  Here  she  is  free 
at  the  air  she  breathes,  so  long  as  she  has  a  care  not  to  offend  in 
i>nu  essential.  No,  you  are  right  to  remain  at  home,  in  youi 
circumstances;  tliat  is  to  say,  if  you  still  insbt  on  yonr  mistaken 
independence;  a  condition  in  which  nature  never  intended  youi 
aez  to  exist" 
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"And  fooraclf,  sir  I  Did  not  nature  &&  much  intend  tbut  jou 
ahoald  marry,  aa  another  V 

"  It  did,"  answered  Dnnsoomb,  solemnlj ;  "  and  I  wonid  have 
discharged  the  ohIigatioD,  had  it  been  in  mj  power.  You  well 
know  why  I  have  never  been  a  husband — the  happy  parent  of  a 
happy  family." 

Mildred's  eyes  swcun  with  tears.  She  had  heard  the  histoi; 
cf  her  grandmother's  caprice,  and  bad  justly  appredated  thu 
wrongs  of  BanBComb.  Tliis  it  was  not  difficult  for  her  to  do,  in 
the  case  of  third  parties,  even  while  so  obtuse  on  the  subject  of 
her  own  duties.  She  took  the  hand  of  her  companion,  hy  a 
stealthy  and  unexpected  movement,  and  raised  it  still  more  un- 
expectedly to  her 'dips.  Dunscomb  started;  turned  his  qntck 
glance  on  her  face,  where  he  read  all  her  contrition  and  regrets. 
It  was  by  these  sudden  exhibitions'  of  right  feeling,  and  correct 
judgment,  that  Madame  de  Larooheforte  was  able  to  maintain 
her  position.  The  proofe  of  insanity  were  so  limited  in  the 
range  of  its  influence,  occurred  so  rarely,  now  she  was  surrounded 
by  those  who  really  took  an  interest  in  her,  and  this  not  for  the 
lake  of  her  money,  but  for  her  own  sake,  Uiat  her  feelings  had 
become  softened,  and  she  no  longer  regarded  men  and  women  as 
beings  placed  near  her,  to  prey  on  her  means  and  to  persecute 
her.  By  thus  giving  her  affections  scope,  her  mind  was  gradu- 
ally  getting  to  be  easier,  and  her  physical  ewstence  improved. 
McBrain  was  of  opinion  tht^t,  with  care,  and  with  due  attention 
to  avoid  excitement  and  distasteful  subjecte,  her  reason  might 
■gain  be  seated  on  its  throne,  and  bring  all  the  faeullies  of  hei 
mind  in  subjection  to  it. 

At  length  the  time  for  the  visit  of  the  young  people  anived 
Anxious  to  see  happy  faces  assembled  around  him,  Dunscomb 
had  got  Mildred,  the  McBrains,  and  the  Millingtons,  at  Battle- 
trap,  te  do  honour  to  the  bride  and  groom,  tiood  Mrs.  Goit  had 
nut  been  overlooked,  and  by  an  accident,  Timms  drove  in  at  the 
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gate,  jugt  as  the  whole  party,  includiog  Jack  and  his  blooming 
wife,  were  eitdng  domi  to  a  late  breakfast.  The  couosellor  wel< 
corned  his  maa  of  all  work,  for  haoit  renders  us  less  laslidions 
in  our  afisooiatiouB  than  most  of  ns  ima^ae. 

Timms  was  very  complimentary  to  both  of  the  young  couplt-i, 
and  in  a  slight  degree  witty,  agreeably  to  his  own  mode  of  re- 
garding tho  of&pring  of  that  effort  of  the  ims^natdon. 

"  What  do  yon  think  of  Williams's  getting  marriod,  'Squire 
Dunsoomb?"  the  attorney  asked.  "There's  a  man  for  matri- 
mony !     He  regards  women  and  niggers  as  inferior  beings." 

"  Fray  how  do  you  regard  them,  Timms  7  The  women  only, 
I  snppose?" 

"  Oh  1  dear,  no,  'Squire ;  as  Ear  as  possible  £vm  that  I  I  leve- 
rence  the  ladies,  without  whom  our  state  in  this  life  would  be  — " 

"  Single — I  suppose  you  -wish  to  say.  Yes,  that  is  a  veij 
sensible  remark  of  yonrs — without  women  we  should  certiunly 
all  get  to  be  old  bachelors,  in  time.  But,  Timms,  it  ia  proper 
that  I  should  be  frank  with  you.  Mildred  de  Larocheforto  may 
manage  to  get  a  divorce,  by  means  of  some  of  the  quirks  of  the 
law ;  but  were  she  to  be  proclaimed  single,  by  sound  of  trumpet, 
ehe  would  never  marry  you." 

"  You  are  sharp  on  me  this  morning,  sir;  no  one  but  the  lady, 
herself,  can  say  that." 

"  There  you  are  mistaken.  I  iburte  it,  and  am  ready  to  give 
my  reasons  for  what  I  say." 

"  I  should  be  pleased  to  bear  them,  sir  —  always  respect  your 
masoning  poweis,  though  I  think  no  man  can  -say  who  a  lady 
will  jr  will  not  marry." 

"  In  the  first  place,  she  does  not  like  you.  That  is  one  suffi- 
>ient  reason,  Timms — " 

"  Hei  dislike  may  he  overcome,  Mr." 

"  Hei  tastes  are  very  refined.  She  dislikes  her  present  hus- 
band [^noipally  because  be  takes  snuE" 
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"  I  ahould  have  thought  ahe  might  have  discovered  her  fcelbga 
JD  that  subject,  before  she  went  so  tax" 

"Not  as  they  managa  matters  in  Europe.  There,  the  eultoi 
is  not  permitted  to  kiss  his  intended,  as  so  oilen  happens  among 
OTiraelvee,  I  fiinoy;  and  she  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertiuning 
t07  unpleasant  snnff  is.  Ton  chew  and  smoke,  and  she  will 
endure  neither." 

"I'll  forswear  both,  rather  than  not  bo  agreeable  to  dcnr 
Mary  Monson." 

*'  Ah  I  my  poor  Timms,  I  see  you  are  deeper  in  this  afiair  diao 
I  had  BuppOE^d.  But  I  shall  torn  you  over  to  Mrs.  Oott,  who 
ha£  promised  to  have  an  explanation  with  you,  and  who,  I  be- 
lieve, will  speak  Jiy  authority." 

Timms  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  his  old  master  very 
unceremoniously  leave  him,  and  the  sheriff's  wife  occupy  his  place. 

"  'Squire  Timms,"  the  latt«r  commenced,  without  a  moment's 
hedtatjon,  "  we  live  in  a  very  strange  world,  it  must  be  admitted. 
Oott  says  as  much  as  this,  and  Gott  is  commonly  right.  Ho 
always  maintained  he  never  should  bo  called  on  to  hang  Mary 


"  Mr.  Gott  is  a  very  prudent  man,  but  he  would  do  well  to 
take  more  care  of  his  keys." 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  how  that  was  done  I  Mary 
laughs  when  I  ask  her,  and  says  it  was  witeheraft;  I  sometimes 
think  it  must  have  been  something  of  the  sort." 

"It  was  money,  Mrs.  Gott,  which  kept  Goodwin  concealed 
to  the  last  moment,  and  brought  about  half  of  all  that  hap- 

"  Tou  knew  that  Peter  Goodwin  was  alive,  and  hid  up  at  Mrs. 
Horton's  ?" 

"  I  was  as  much  surprised,  when  he  entered  the  court,  as  any  ono 
tiiere.    My  client  managed  it  all  for  herself.    She,  and  her  gold." 

"  Well,  you  have  the  crodit  of  it,  ^Hmms,  let  me  teU  you,  nod 
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miny  in  the  oonnty  thlak  it  was  ver;  well  done.  I  itm  yonr 
&iciid,  and  ever  have  been.  Yon  stood  by  Gott  like  a  man,  at 
Dis  election,  and  I  bononr  ;oa  for  it  So  I  am  abont  to  ffte 
fou  a  great  proof  of  mj  fiiendshlp.  Give  np  all  thoughts  of 
Mary  Monson;  she'll  never  have  jon." 

"  What  reasons  have  you  for  saying  this  ?" 

"In  tbe  first  place,  she  is  married  already." 

"  She  may  get  a  divorce.  Befddes,  her  prosent  hushanl  is 
not  a  citizen.  If  I  go  to  tbe  senate,  I  intend  to  iotroduce  a  biQ 
to  proTcnt  any  but  oitizena  getting  msrried.  If  foreigners  v^nl 
wives,  let  them  be  natnniliied  1" 

"  You  talk  like  a  simpleton  I  Another  reason  wby  you  should 
not  think  of  Mary  Monson  is  that  yon  are  unsnited  to  be  hei 
husband  7" 

"  In  what  partioukr,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  7" 

"  Oh !  in  several  Yon  are  both  too  sharp,  and  would  quarrel 
about  your  wit,  in  the  very  first  month,"  returned  Mrs.  Oott, 
laughing.  "Take  my  advice,  Timms,  and  cast  your  eyes  on 
some  Doko's  county  young  woman,  who  has  a  natur*  more  like 
your  own." 

Timms  growled  out  a  dissent  to  tliis  very  rational  propoddon, 
but  the  discussion  waa  carried  on  for  some  time  longer.  The 
woman  made  an  impresdon  at  last,  and  when  the  attorney  left 
the  house,  it  was  with  greatly  lessened  hopes  for  the  future,  and 
with  greatly  lessoned  zeal  on  the  subject  of  the  divorce. 

It  was  singular,  perhaps,  that  Mrs.  Gott  had  not  detected  the 
great  secret  of  Mary  Monson's  insanity.  So  many  persons  an 
gdng  up  and  down  the  oouutiy,  who  are  mad  oq  particular  s>i1> 
jecte,  and  sane  on  most  others,  that  it  is  not  surprising  the  in- 
telligence and  blandishments  of  a  woman  like  Mildred  should 
throw  dust  into  the  eyes  of  one  as  simple-minded  as  Mrs.  Gott 
With  the  world  at  li^ge,  indeed,  the  eqtdvogue  was  kept  up,  and 
while  many  thought  the  lady  vety  queer,  only  a  few  suspected  the 
truth.     It  may  be  fortunate  for  most  of  us  that  writs  of  lunaoy 


m  uot  Ukea  out  agaiiiat  us :  few  men,  oi  women,  being  nmlei 
Hie  control  of  a  good,  healtJifal  reason  at  all  tamea,  and  on  all 


In  one  paiticular.  Mad.  de  Larochefort  was  singalarlj  ^tnated. 
Slie  was  surrounded,  in  Her  ordinary  associations,  witli  newlf 
married  persons,  who  were  each  and  all  Btreauonsly  resolTed  to 
regard  the  relation  in  the  moat  fitvonrablo  point  of  view  I  Per- 
Iiaps  there  is  nothing  on  earth  that  bo  nearly  resembles  the  pun 
happiness  of  the  blessed,  as  the  felicity  that  saoceeds  the  entire 
union  of  two  hearts  that  are  wrapped  up  in  each  other.  Such 
persons  live  principally  for  themselves,  regarding  the  world  at 
huge  as  little  more  than  their  abiding  place.  The  affinity  of 
feeling,  the  community  of  thought,  the  steadily  increasicg  oonfi- 
denc«  which,  in  the  end,  almost  incorporatfis  the  moral  eziatenoe 
of  two  into  one,  are  bo  many  new  and  precious  ties,  that  it  is  not 
wonderful  the  novices  belleTe  they  are  transplanted  to  a  new  and 
ethereal  state  of  being.  Such  was,  in  a  measure,  the  condition 
of  those  with  whom  Mildred  was  now  called  on  to  associate  most 
intimately.  It  is  tme,  that  the  state  of  the  doctor  and  his  wife 
might  be  characterised  as  only  happy,  whUe  those  of  the  Tonng 
people  amounted  to  absolute  felieity.  Mildred  had  experienced 
none  of  the  last,  and  very  little  of  the  first^  on  the  occasion  of  her 
own  marriage,  which  had  been  entered  into  more  as  a  contract 
of  reason,  than  a  union  of  love.  She  saw  how  much  she  lui'l 
raissed,  and  profound  was  the  grief  it  occasioned  her. 

"  You  seem  very  happy,"  she  remarked  one  day  t«  Anna,  as 
Uioy  were  again  threading  the  pretty  little  wood  at  Rattletrap — 
"  more  than  that — delighted  would  be  a  better  word," 

"Jack  is  very  kind  to  me,  and  the  only  complaint  I  have  tn 
wake  of  him  ia,  that  he  is  more  fond  of  me  than  I  deserve.  1 
tcU  him  I  tremble  lest  our  happiness  may  not  last  I" 

"  Enjoy  it  while  you  may.  It  is  ho  rare  to  find  married  per- 
sons who  are  so  completely  devoted  to  each  other,  that  it  is 
1  pleasant  wght  to  look  upon.     I  never  knew  any  of  this,  Anmu" 


"I  regret  h>  hear  it,  dear  mamma — it  must  be  that  you  began 
wrong.  There  ahonld  be  a  otrong  attachment  before  the  nuptial 
benediction  ia  pronounced;  then,  with  good  hearts,  and  good 
[nindples,  I  should  think  almost  any  woman  might  be  content 
with  her  &te." 

"It  may  be  so,"  returned  Mildred,  with  a  profound  sigh;  "I 
■ufipose  it  miut  be  so.  We  are  created  by  Ood,  to  fulfil  theoe 
kind  offices  to  each  other,  and  to  Ioto  out  husbands ;  and  then 
must  be  something  very  wrong  when  diflerent  results  follow. 
For  myself,  I  ought  never  to  haTe  married  at  all.  My  spirit  is 
loo  independent  for  matrimony." 

Anna  was  silent;  for,  possibly,  she  might  have  read  "head- 
strong" for  "independent."  The  most  truly  independent  think- 
ers  are  those  who  are  willing  to  regard  all  udes  of  a  Bubjeol^  and 
are  not  particularly  wedded  to  one.  Mildred  was  acute  enotLgh 
to  see  that  the  heauti&I  young  bride  did  not  exactly  like  the 
allnsion  she  had  mode  to  her  new  character. 

"  Ton  do  not  agree  with  me  ?"  she  demanded  quickly,  bending 
forward  to  look  into  her  companion's  eyes. 

"  How  can  T,  mamma  Mildred  I  As  I  think  no  one,  man  or 
woman,  should  have  a  spirit  that  disqualifies  her  for  the  duties 
imposed  by  nature,  which  is  merely  the  law  of  our  great  Creator, 
how  can  I  agree  to  your  notion  of  so  much  independence.  We 
arc  not  intended  for  all  this  independence,  bat  hare  been  placed 
hero  to  do  honour  to  Ood,  and  to  try  to  render  each  other  happy. 
I  wish — ^but  I  am  too  hold,  for  one  so  young  and  inczperienoed." 

"  Speak  fircoly,  dear.  I  listen  with  pleasure — not  to  say  with 
ourioaty," 

"I  am  afraid,  dear  mamma,  that  the  great  guide  of  human 
conduct  ia  not  as  much  studied  in  France,  as  it  should  be.  That 
teaches  ns  the  great  lesson  of  humility.  Withoat  homility  we 
arc  nothing — cannot  be  Christiana  —  cannot  love  our  neighbonri> 
as  ouraelves  —  cannot  even  love  God,  as  it  is  our  duty,  as  |Wr 
oujtht  to  do."  iS 


"  This  is  verjr  strange,  Anna,  coming  &oiu  one  of  your  age  I 
Is  it  commoQ  for  American  pzh  to  reason  and  feel  in  this  way  J" 

"  Peiliaps  not,  thongli  I  hope  more  so  than  is  commonly  sup- 
[tOBcd.  Yon  nill  remember  vhat  a  mother  it  is  my  good  fortuoe 
to  pKisess.  But,  since  you  really  wish  me  to  be  fi-ank  with  yon, 
let  me  finish  what  I  have  to  Bay.  I  suppose  you  know,  Mildretl, 
how  much  more  you  hare  to  contend  with  than  most  of!  your  sex  ?" 

"Mons.  de  Larocheforte,  you  mean?" 

"Not  at  all,"  returned  Mrs.  John  Wilmetcr,  alightty  smiling. 
"  I  put  all  thought  of  contention  with  a  husband  out  of  tlte  qoes- 
tion.  You  know  I  have  not  been  married  long  enough  for  that, 
and  I  could  almost  hope  that  the  first  day  of  Buoh  a  scene  might 
be  the  last  of  my  life  I  John  would  cease  to  love  me,  if  I  quar- 
lelled  with  him." 

"  Yoa  will  be  an  cxtiaordinaiy  pur,  my  dear,  if  scenes,  aa  yon 
call  them,  do  not  occasionally  occur  between  yoo." 

"  I  do  not  expect  faultlessness  in  Jack ;  and,  as  for  myself,  I 
know  that  I  have  very  many  motes  ta  get  rid  of,  and  which  I 
trust  may,  in  a  measure,  be  done.  But  let  us  return  to  the  case 
of  a  woman,  young  well-cdncatcd,  handsome,  rich  to  euperfluitf, 
and  intcUeetuBl." 

"  All  of  which  are  very  good  things,  my  child,"  observed  Mad. 
de  Larocheforte,  with  a  smile  so  covert  as  to  be  scarcely  seen, 
uongh  it  betrayed  to  her  companion  the  oonsdouanesa  of  her 
making  the  application  intended — "what  next?" 

"Wilful,  a  lover  of  power,  and  what  she  called  independent." 

"  Good  and  bad  bother.  The  two  first,  very  bad,  I  acknow- 
ledge; the  last,  very  good." 

"  What  do  you  understand  by  independonco  ?  If  it  mean  a 
eert^n  dispoution  to  examine  and  dedde  for  ourselves,  under  all 
the  obligations  of  duty,  then  it  is  a  good  thing,  a  verg  good  thing, 
■8  yon  Bsy;  but  if  it  merely  mean  a  disposition  to  do  as  one 
pleases,  to  say  what  one  likes,  and  to  behave  as  one  may  at  the 
.Tioment  fani^,  then  't  striken  me  ra  a  very  bad  thing.    Tfais^mi- 


dependenue,  half  tho  time,  is  onl;  pride  and   oLstanscy,  deal 

"  Well,  what  if  it  is  ?  Men  are  proud  and  obstinate,  too ;  aai 
thej  must  be  fought  vith  their  own  weapons." 

"  It  is  easy  to  make  smart  speeches,  bnt^  bj  the  difficulties  I 
moot  mth  in  endeavouring  to  conquer  my  own  heart,  I  know  it 
a  TCiy  bard  to  do  right    I  know  I  am  a  very  yoimg  monitress — ' 

"  Never  mind  that.  Tour  youth  ^ves  piquancy  to  your  in- 
structions.    I  like  to  bear  you." 

"  Well,  I  will  finish  what  I  had  to  say.  I  have  ever  found 
that  the  best  asdstant,  or  it  might  be  more  revoreut  to  say,  the 
best  mode  of  sabdtUDg  error,  was  to  comport  ourselves  with 
humility.  Ah  1  my  dear  mamma,  if  you  could  underataud  how 
very  strong  the  humble  get  to  be  in  time,  you  would  throw  asde 
your  cherished  independence,  and  lely  on  other  means  to  secure 
your  happiness  I" 

Perhaps  Mildred  was  as  much  struck  with  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  rehuke  or  admonidon  was  given  as  with  the 
advice  itself.  It  had  an  effect,  however,  and  Dunscomb  coming 
in  aid  of  hia  niece,  this  singular  woman  was  gradually  drawn 
^m  the  exaggerated  notions  she  had  ever  entertained  of  herself 
and  her  rights  to  the  contemplation  of  her  duties,  as  they  are 
exercised  in  bmnility. 

If  there  were  no  other  evidence  of  the  divine  origin  of  tho 
rules  of  conduct  taught  by  the  Eedeemer  than  the  profound 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  that  is  bo  closely  connected 
with  the  great  lessons  in  hamillty  everywhere  given  in  his 
teachings,  we  conceive  it  would  be  sufEcient  in  itself  to  establish 
thur  chum  to  onr  reverence.  If  men  eonld  be  made  to  feel  how 
strong  they  become  in  admittiiig  their  weaknesses ;  how  clearly 
they  perceive  truth,  when  consdons  of  gaiiag  at  its  form  amidst 
the  fogs  of  error ;  and  how  wise  we  may  become  by  the  cMi- 
aoiousness  of  ignorance,  more  than  half  of  the  great  battle  in 
tubals  would  be     aincd.  HlglC 


Humility  was,  indeed,  a  hard  leaaon  for  Mildred  Milliugtan 
M  Btudy.  Her  whole  life  had  been  in  direct  opposition  to  ite 
precepts,  and  the  great  failing  of  her  mind  had  a  Btrong  leaning 
to  a  love  of  power.  Nsvertheless,  there  is  astill,  searching  pro- 
Beea  of  correcting,  bo  iutenroTeu  with  the  law  of  the  New 
Testament,  as  to  be  irre^tiblc  when  broaght  to  aid  ns,  in  tlie 
manner  prescribed  by  its  own  theory.  No  one  knew  this  bettor 
than  Dunscomb ;  and  be  so  directed  the  reading,  thonghts  and 
feelings  of  hia  interesting  charge,  as  to  produce  an  early  and  a 
very  senwble  change  on  her  character.  The  tendency  to  insanity 
is  still  there,  and  probably  will  ever  remain;  for  it  is  not  so 
mncb  the  consequence  of  any  physical  derangement  as  of  organ- 
ization; but  it  already  promises  to  be  so  far  controlled,  as  to 
leave  its  unhappy  Bubject,  generally  rational,  and,  for  most  of 
her  tdme,  reasonably  satisEed. 

I>uuscomb  bad  several  interviews  with  the  vicomto  —  no-vi- 
comt« — whom  he  found  a  much  more  agreeable  person  than  be 
had  been  prepared  to  meet,  thongh  certainly  addicted  to  snuff. 
He  was  made  acquainted  with  the  mental  halludnationa  of  his 
wife  as  well  as  with  the  fact  of  their  being  hereditary,  when  a 
great  change  came  over  the  spirit  of  bis  dream  I  He  had 
married  to  perpetuate  the  family  de  Larocheforte,  but  he  had  nc 
fancy  for  a  race  of  madmen.  Dunscomb  found  bim  very  reason- 
able, in  consequence,  and  an  arrangement  was  soon  made,  under 
the  advice  of  this  able  counsellor,  by  means  of  wbicb  Mildred 
virtually  became  her  own  mistress.  M.  de  Larocheforte  accepted 
an  ample  provision  from  the  estate,  and  willingly  returned  t-c 
Europe,  a  part  of  the  world  that  is  much  more  agreeable, 
usually,  to  men  of  his  class  than  onr  own  "happy  coaatrf.'' 
His  alsence  has  proved  a  great  assistance  to  lltose  who  have 
assumed  the  care  c^  Mildred's  mental  state.  As  all  the  schemes 
(or  a  divorce  have  been  discontinued, — schemes  that  could  have 
led  M  no  strictlj  legal  consequence, — and  her  husband  has  left 
Ui€  oountry  the  mind  of  Mildred  has  become  calmer,  and  the 


means  Imve  been  fband  to  bring  her  almost  oompletcly  trithiD 
the  control  of  her  reason. 

We  have  Tery  little  to  saj  of  the  other  characters.  Timms  is 
Btlll  himself.  He  boasts  of  the  fees  he  got  in  the  great  Wary 
Monsou  cose.  His  prospects  for  the  state  senate  ue  &r  from 
boil,  and  should  he  succeed,  we  shall  expect  to  see  him  whining 
abont  "republican  simplicity,"  abusing  "aristocracy,"  which  in 
his  secret  heart,  means  a  clean  shirt,  clean  nails,  anti-tobac<x) 
chewing  and  anti-blowing-the-nose-with-the-fingers,  and  aiding 
antj-rentisn).     He  ia  scamp  enough  for  anything. 

Williams  is  actoally  married,  and,  in  reply  to  Timms'a  accounts 
of  the  fees,  he  intimates  that  Peter  Goodwin's  ghost  wonid  not 
have  appeared,  had  he  not  "  been  choked  off."  It  ought  to  be 
strange  that  these  two  men  like  to  boost  of  their  rascality ;  bat 
^it  is  in  obedience  to  a  law  of  our  nature.  Their  tongues  merely 
«chp  their  thoughts. 

T^e  AfcBrains  seem  very  happy.  If  the  wife  be  an  "old  mans 
darling,"  it  is  not  as  a  young  woman.  Dunecomb  still  calls  her 
"  widow,"  on  occasions,  but  nothing  can  interrupt  the  harmony 
of  the  friends.    It  is  founded  on  mutual  esteem  and  leapect 

Michael  and  Sarah  promise  well.  In  that  &mily,  there  is 
already  a  hoy,  to  Its  great-uncle's  delight  The  parents  exult  in 
tliis  ^ft,  and  both  are  gnit«fiil. 

Wc  core  little  for  Ja«^  Wilmeter,  thongb  a  very  good  fel- 
low, in  the  mun.  Anna  loves  him,  however,  and  that  gives 
him  an  interest  in  our  eyes,  he  might  not  otherwise  enjoy.  Hia 
charming  wife  is  losing  her  superfluons  enthuaiasm  in  the  reali- 
tjes  of  life,  but  she  seems  to  gtun  in  womanly  tenderness  and 
warmth  of  healthful  feeling,  precisely  in  the  degree  in  which  sba 
loses  the  oseless  tenant  of  her  imaginatdou. 
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Library  Edition,  uniform  with  the  Library  Edition 

of  Dichen^s  Works, 
Complete  in  6  vols.     Price  per  vol.,  cloth,  |1.VS.    Price  per  set,  6  vols., 
cloth,  (10.50  ;  Bheep,  (ID.OO;  half  calf,  (21.00. 
Btcli  volome  Is  lllaettstcd  nltli  nameiauB  Una  Steel  and  Wood  EOfraviDRg. 

Centenary  Edition,  ^5  vols.,  ISmo. 


Edition  in  Jj.8  vols.,  ISmo. 
Cont«Jning  most  of  the  Woodcuts  in  the  Abbotsford  Edition,  uid  numer- 
OQs  Steel  Eugraviogs.     Half  calf,  extra,  (126.00 ;  full  calf,  eitm, 
(176.00. 

Cheap  FopidUr  Edition,  complete  in  S5  vols. 

Wsverier as  centa.    1*.  FortDnea  of  Nigel SB  cenla. 

. — 1._  u     ..        <>    i^verll  of  the  Peak 98     " 


S.  Ivanhc- _ __ 

ft  Kenllworth S6 

4.  GnyMsnnerlng SS 

s!  RobHoT,.'.'.V.'.'.!!!l!!.!M» 
r  OMMorUlltj as 

8.  TheBUKkDirarf.andaLe- 


B.  BrTde  of  Lami 
10.  HeaH  of  Mid 
t1.  The  Honaeli 
11  TheAhhot... 
IB.  The  Pirate... 

Thia  ei 
BdlrlonoT 

of  the  AuthcrlE3d  Teil,  on  line  white  paper,  ii 
Bad)  T&Iame  lllnatnted  with  a  Fronlieplece. 


D.  APPLirrOK  A  CO.,  PmLiBHEBS,  1,  8.  *  5  Bobd  Bt.,  N.  Y. 

D,g,t,.?<ii„Google 


Appletons'  library  of  Choice  ^oveh 

IN  UNIFORM  OCTAVO  VOLUMES,  AN3  IN  PAPER  COVERS. 


1.  Zadu  ASca:  or,  The  :New  Utia.    60 


5,  Sol  Wisely,  bta  Tbo  WeS.    By  Bbodi 

BroDKhtoD.     eo  «DtB. 
t.  UarguirUtj  m,  Twu  Lovei.    26  oU. 

6.  Two  Ufe-Pathi.     By  LanJsii  MuLl- 

t.  T/u  iian  who  Laagtit.     By  Tlolor 

iluKO.    11.25. 
t.  Tin    Bead    Quest.      By    Hciaclch 


14,  T&e  Poltoa  qf  Atpt.     By  Flor 

IB.  A    Hace  Jbr  a  Wife,     hy  Bowley 

15.  Bi-eezit  Langtoa,    By  Hiwle;  tjnmrt. 

IT.  Se^rtiita  '  Ttmple.      By  tha   Rlghl 

Hon.  Benjumln  Disraeli.    M  unU. 

18,  TeneHa.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Beajunln 


1,  OontaiiTd  ffltmlng,  Bt  Qis  Right 
Hon.  BeoJUDlu  Disraeli,    M  wnta. 

i,  Tlel'sn  Oriu.  By  cbe  Blgbt  Hod. 
BenJunlD  nisraelL    DO  cents. 

8.  Coningtla/.    By  tis  Eight  Hon,  Bon- 

4.81^0.    ByJallaKa^uh.    ISila. 

5,  nra;  or, The  BusalanlrinceM  and 

the  EngUsb  KaiV    U)  cents. 

0.  Qabridle    Aruiri,     By   B,     Bmiog- 

Gould.    60  cents. 
T.  Qood  for  JfolMng.    By  Q,  J.  Whyte- 

MelTllle.    60  cents 
B.  Sigei  Berlram't  Ideal.    By  Florence 

Wllford.    m  cents, 
B.  Fleto.    By  PIotcecb  WUfbrt.    60  ots. 
a.  UaT^ia  and  Merchant.    By  Morti- 

1.  Jama  Oordoa't  Wife.    K  cents. 


!,  Alraott  Favitlea.     A   Siorj   of  th 

t.  Sarckedim.    ByQ.J,  Wbirte-UelTllla 

«0  cents. 
i.  MyStiiiine.    M  cents, 
i.  Tartered ;  or,  Tho  New  Cmsada.    By 

the  Right  Hon.  BenJuUn  Dlanell 

the  Hearth.     By 
By  a.  J,  -Wbyta- 

t.   Two  Hnnga'fiir  a  Feari.    By  Moi^ 

I.  Qood-Bye.  StceeUuart  1  '  Br  Slioda 

Brou^toD.    IBceali. 
1,   ChrUlina  Norih.    By  E.  U.  Archer. 


I.  The  mamond  a 
r.  The  Qladialori. 


WaitingEaet.   ByBdmont 
Doctor'*  Dilemma.     By 


I.  Beaie.    By  Jul 

I.  iarf*  Sweelapt 

By  G.  W.  Ca 

S.  Jfantv.     By  E 


).  So  IntetitlOM.    By  Florence  UaRynt 
r.  Its  Story.    By  Mrs,  K,  8.  tSfa^amr" 

f,  Snoodler  .FViTferfc*.  ByEreknumn- 

Outrian.    DO  cents. 
».  GHer-WaUy.     By   WUhelmloo  Ton 

fiiUera.    eocenk 
).  ftmitn'  ^o'  (A*  ff!«.    By  Helen  B. 

Malbere,    nrxaXa. 
I.  Fire  and  Flaim,    From  the  Genuin 

orLevhiHebilckiiie.   IK  cents. 
1.  "JfymonWUd."    By  FloreMie  M«r- 

).  /"o&n  .?br<iin<(.    By  Jamu  Piyn. 

I,  JSan  Gkwij  Zwri:.     By  E.  E.  Fnn 


r.  Koc*  SJrtrita  a«a  Whin.   By  F.  E. 

IVollolw.    76  cents, 
I.  Chary  Ripe.    By  Helen  B,  Uilhen 

I,  Old  Martin  BotCBum't  J/it.  By 
Murlfln  0.  1..  Beeye^  KDlfaor  la 
"Weoritbome,"  and  Emily  End, 


To  be  followed  by  others  of  tbo  aeries, 
D.  APPLBTON  &  CO.,  PoBUSiiBBB,  I,  8,  A  G  Bohd  S 


I,,  Google 


